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veral Province^ — The Chatelet inform 
the AJfembly that the Proceedings re- 
lative to the Outrages of the ^th and 
Qth ofOdober are concluded — The Abbe 
de Barmond is brought back to Paris, 
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jL HE demonftrations of love and gratitude 
which were laviflied on the King and Royal 
Family on the day of the Federationi and 
particularly the energy with which almoft all 
the Deputies of the National Guards from 
the Provinces manifefted their loyalty and 
devotion to their Majefties, alarmed the fac- 
tious and their adherents beyond all expref- 
fion. They believed they faw the Royalifm 
of the ancient fyftem reviving, and that was 
the ene.my they moft dreaded ; they therefore 
haftened to oppofe it, in order to give it no 
time to make a quicker progrefs. They pcac- 
tifed on this occafion the arts which had 
never failed them, thofe of circulating doubts 

and 
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and fufpicions, and of pretending to believe 
in confpiracies and counter-revolutionary pro- 
jeds. xThey made it a great crime in the 
King not to have taken the oath, as M. de 
la Fayette did, upon the National Altar; 
they pretended alfo that the Nation ought to 
be highly offended becaufe his Majefty^s 
chair at the Federation was raifed two or three 
inches above the level of the Prefident's, and 
were continually talking of the infolence of 
the Throne, and of the arrogance of the 
Executive Powers chair. The Jacobin 
Editors of Papers were more violent and in- 
flammatory than ever. One of them, Ca- 
milleJOefmoulinSf took the opportunity of 
the*. Fcdeaation to refer to the triumph of 
PauJus EmiliuSj and called it a truly Na- 
tiooid Fi^iv^, in, which a King, with his 
hands tibd^ behind his: back, followed inhu- 
miliatiiin the oir of the cdiiqueror. 

Itt.a^aper^ entitled Cen ejlfait de nous, 
It i&^l ^um^ with us, that appeared in the 
JiQumaJflcaBed V Ami da Peu/ilej of which 
MarM'M^tAhe Editor, there was the fol- 
lowing paragraph :. *' Citizens of every age 
** and/ of. every condition I the mcafures 
** tftkien by the Aflembly canndt prevent 
** your ruin : it is over with you for ever if 
B 2 ** you 
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'* you do not run to arms, if you do not re- 
** fume that heroic valour which has twice 
'* faved France, firft on the 14th of July^ 
** and then on the 5th of Ocftober. Fly to 
** St. Cloud, if it be not already too late, 
** bring back the King and the Dauphin 
** within your walls, keep a good guard over 
** them, and let them be refponfible to you 
** for what may^ happen. Shut up the 
** Auftrian and her brother-in-law, that they 
** may no longer plot together. Seize all 
*' the Minifters and their Clerks, put them 
' ** into irons : fecure the Chief of the Mu- 
** nicipalily and the Mayor's Lieutenant. 
*' Keep your eye on the General; arreft the 
** Staff Officers; take the port of artillery 
** in the Rue-Verte ; make yourfelves maf-* 
** ters of all the magazines and powder- 
** mills, and let the cannon be divided anwng 
'' the Diftrids. Hafte, hade,- if it be not 
** too late, or foon will the enemy's hods 
*\ fall upon you j foon will you fee the pri- 
** vileged orders rearing their heads again, 
** and defpotifm, horrid defpotifm, will ap- 
** pear more formidable than ever. Five or 
** fix hundred heads ftruck off wduld have 
** infured you peace, liberty, and'happinefs ; 
** but the miftaken humanity that withheld 

' ^ ** your 
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•' your hands, will cx>ft the lives of millions 
" of your brethren. Let your enemies 
*' triumph but a moment, and blood will 
** flowinftreams: they will cut your throats 
** without pity, rip up your wives, and ex- 
*^ tingnilh for ever among you the love of 
** liberty; their bloody hands will fearch 
** for the heart in the bowels of yoiir chil- 
^' dren/' 

M. Malouet in a moil eloquent manner 

denounced thofe Editors to the AfTembly. 

He had fcarcely named Camille DefmouUns 

'fkfid^M^irat, when violent murmurs, mixed 

with hurfts of laughter, arofe among the 

members of the Cote Gauche, the indecency 

of, which ther exafperated fpeaker efFecSlually 

expofed, and urged with fo-much energy the 

dang^ of fuffering fuch ferious outrages as 

thoft he thad denounced to go unpunifhed, 

that it Av?^ decreed, conformably to his mo- 

tioflbi. *tbat before the AlTcmbly broke up the 

jKing's AtH>rney Aould be fent for, and en- - 

^^incd to proftcu$e for treafon againft the 

>Najtipn the authors, printers, and fellers of 

avrititjgs exciting the people to rebellion 

ag^ft the laws, to bloodfhed, or to the 

.overthrow of the Conftitution, The King's 

Attorney of the Chatelet came in during the 

B 3 Sitting, 
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Sitting, and the Prcfident read to him the 
Decree that had juft been paffed. The ten- 
dency of it was too wife, and too ufcful to 
the re-cftabliijiment of order, to obtain the 
approbation of the Jacobin Club : they in- 
veighed furioufly againft this Decree, which 
they confidered as eflentially counter-revo- 
lutionary, and only calculated to retard Li- 
berty. In confequence, one of its moft zea- 
lous members, who was likewife a Member 
of the Affembly f Dubois de CranceJ^ 
moved fome modifications of it ; but they 
were rejedled by a great majority. The day 
following they were artfully introduced again 
by Petion in the Evening Sitting, and power^ 
fully fupported by Alexander Lameth. 
The members of the Cote Droit were un- 
fortunately in the habit of attending thefe 
Sittings much lefs regularly than thofe of the 
morning, and even to thofe a great number 
of them never came till it was paft eleven 
o*clock : fo that before that hour, as well as 
in the Sittings of the evening, the. Cote 
Gauche were certain of the majority, not 
only to pafs the moft extravagant Decrees, 
but to revoke tht wifeft ; and fuch was the 
fate of that of the 3£ft<^f July in the Even- 
ing Sitting of the 2d of A'Uguft. / Inftead of 
* the 
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the ^neral injundion laid on the King's 
Attorney, to profecutc as guilty of treafon 
againjft the Nation the authors, printers, and 
fellers of all writings moving the people to 
rebellion, bloodfhed, &c, he was forbidden 
to institute anions, or undertake [irofe-^ 
outionSf on account of any writings what- 
ever hitherto publilhed, excepting, how- 
ever, Marat's paper, entitled Q'en ejifait 
de Hcus. There was a ftriking difference 
between this paper and the Journal of Ca- 
mUle DefmouUns, both denounced by 31. 
Malouet. Marat was a furious writer, al- 
' ways blood-thirlly, and whofe rage refpedled 
no one. Camille Defmoulins, though a 
warm Revolutionift, had the prudence to in- 
fult only the King and Royal Family; to 
devote to the lantern, of which he had con- 
jlituted himfelf Attorney General, only Arif- 
tocrats^ that is to fay, the Nobility and 
Clergy. He wrote in the pureft fenfe of the 
Revotution, and confequently had a great 
right to tlie protection of the patriots of 
timinence who compofed the Cote Gauche 
of the Affenibly. 

Although the Decree of the 31ft of July 
had beett $lmoft completely revoked by that 
of the 2d of Auguift, it was to be feared 

B 4 that 
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that it might ftlll create fqmc unediitffs to 
the Revolutionary Emiflarics difperfed about 
the country. It was therefore neceflary to 
remove their apprehenfions, and to convince 
them that the Affembly had ag^in fully emr 
braced its fyftem of indulgence, not only for 
inflammatory writings, but even for the moft 
ferious outrages which were excited by them. 
Accordingly three days after, in another 
nocturnal Sitting, it was decreed, pn the 
motion of Chajielier^ ■* that the Prefident 
f * fhpuld wait upon the King, to beg of him 
♦* to order that all the criminal proceedings 
^* inftituted in the Departments of Lifle and 
** Vilaine, of the Lower Loire and Mor- 
** bihan, on account of the depredations arid 
** adls of violence committed in feveral par 
** riflie§ of tbofe Departments, fhould be 
^* withdraWn; and that the perfons imprir 
^* foned by virtue of thofe procpedings 
M fhpuld be fet at liberty/' 

Thefe decrees having more than ever {tr 
cured for thq Brigands an exemption.from 
the punilhment of all crimes whatever com-» 
mittcd in the name pf Liberty, pr accona? 
panied with imprecations againft the Arifto- 
crats, produced the efFedt which the Fa<3:iou$ 
had promifed thcmfelves from them^ Riotr 

ous 
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pus affembli^s were renewed at the Palais^ 
Jtoyal, and at the Thuilleries : the mofl: 
fanguinary motions were made from day to 
day, and new lifts of profcriptions drawn 
out. At firft it was voted in thcfe groups 
that the Minifters fhould be difmifled, then 
that they fhould be arretted, ind foon after 
that they fhould be executed. At the very 
doors of the Affembly exhortations to hang 
Mf de Montmorin, M. de la Tour du Pin, 
^nd M, de St. Priefti were cried aloud ; 
the tWQ former, becaufe a paflagc had been 
granted to fome detachments of Auftrian 
troops over the frontiers of France to the 
Belgic Provinces. This paflage, mutually 
ftipulated by the treaties fubfifling between 
France and the Empire, was confidered by ^ 
the terrified patriots as an invafion of the 
country by the armies of the Emperor. The 
crime imputed to M. de St. Prieji was, 
that h« had entered into the pretended coun- 
ter-revolutionary confpiracy, of which M. 
de Maillehois and M. de Bonne- Savar din 
were accufed ; the latter of whom had been 
arrpfted on the ift of May by the Munici- 
pality of Font de Beauvoifiil, and removed 
to the prifon of the Abhaye. 
M. de Bonner Savar din's efcape with the 

Abbe 
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Abb6 de BarmanU ^ member of the Na^ 
tional Aflembly , tnd a very decided Royalift, 
had given this imaginary confpiracy a con* 
fiftency, of which, from its abfurdity, it 
would not have been othcrwif<; fufceptible* 
The Committee of Inquiry for the town, 
whofe fervice confifted lefs in difcovering 
real plots than in fuppofing them, and in al- 
ways having a fufficient number of them to 
fupply the Revolutionary Journals, difplaycd 
their zeal on this occafion by the publication 
of a volume in odavo, of 200 pages, en- 
titled— -4 Refiort made to the Committee cf 
Inquiry of the Mwucifiality of Paris, 
tending to denounce M. de Maillebois, M. 
Bonne-Savardin, aitd M. Guignard dc St, 
Priefl, with the voitchers, and the r^lu-^ 
Hon of the Comnuttee^ 

It appeared from this Report thit one 
Majfot^ who had been M. de MaiUebois^s 
fecretary, had appeared before the Conunittee 
on the 24th of March 1790, and denounced 
a Memoir which, he faid, had been given 
to him by M. de j^onne-Savardin in the 
month of Februar}^ preceding to be copied, 
and which contained the plan of a csounter- 
revolution in M. de Maillehois^s hand- 
writing. Neither the original nor copy of 

this 
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this writing had been produced to the Com- 
mittee, but merely an extra<3: ; which Af q/i 
Jot declared he had written from memory, 
and which the Committee reported in thp 
following terms : 

** An intelligent oflSicer offers his fervices 
** to the Count d'Artois to efFcd: his return 
'* to France in a manner fuitabje to his dig- 
♦* nity, in cafe the Prince has no other views^ 
♦* This officer, who believes the thing pof- 
♦* fible, propofes to engage the King of Sar- 
♦* dinia to lend 25,000 foldiers, and make 
^* an advance of fix millions of livres ; to en- 
*' gage Spain to enter into this projecS, either 
" by furnifliing troops, or by making an ad- 
^* vance of eight millions ; and to found 
** the Emperor, to find if he were willing to 
^* fumifh fuccours of either kind. 

'* It feems certain that the Duke of Deux- 
*^ P(mt$^ the Margrave of Baden^ the Land- 
** gOLYf^of Heje, &c. will fupport this plan 
** with all their power, as they are deter- 
*^ rained to maintain their rights in Alface. 

** When this confederacy is formed^ a 
" Maniftflo- nwft be thought of in the 
^^ Prince's cabinet, and drawn up by M. 
•* Mbunier and M. Lally Tolendal^ 
** ^oynde4 upon the Declaration of the 

** month 
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** month of June. The Manifefto, after 
** having been fcen by the officer, fliould^bc 
** publifhed before the campaign was entered 
** upon. 

•* The firft ftep fliould be to march towards 
** Lyons, where it is hoped there will be 
•* little difficulty to furmount, on account 
** of the privileges that might be imme- 
*^ diatcly granted to that town in favour of 
** its commerce. Another army might be 
** led by Brabant, and a third by Lorraine. 
•* It may be expected that thefe three armies 
^* will be greatly augmented by the anti- 
** patriotic party. By the management of 
** fkilful emiflaries, and by the means of 
** money, the troops that are on the frontich 
^* would be gained over. ^ The three armies 
•* fhould advance to Corbeil, Senlis, and 
^* Meaux, fhould difarm all the Munici- 
^^ palities that lay in or near their road, make 
** them take an oath of allegiance tq the 
** King, and compel them to recall their 
•*" Deputies, fhould the States-General be 
** then fitting. Paris fhould be blockaded; 
** and it is hoped that by this means the 
** Nation would be brought into a proper 
^^ way of thinking/* 

Majfot zddtd in his Declaration, <^ that being 

'' ju% 



Aug. 1790] FRENCH REVOLUTION. 13 

** juftly alarmed at the enormity of this plan, 
•* he left M. de Maillehois with an inten- 
*^ tion to denounce, the confpirators : that 
'' M. de Bonne- Savardin had told him 
*' (MaJfotJ that the Sardinian Ambaflador, 
** who was in the fecret of the plan, had 
*• undertaken to raife 30 millions in Paris to 
** favour the execution of it: that M. de 
*' Maillebois's V^let-de-Chambre had alfo 
•' told him, that while he was drefling his 
'* matter on the 22d of March, the day of 
•* his departure, he appeared to be in great 
*• agitation, and even trembled Jo much, 
^* that he could not utter a fy liable ; and that 
** after he was drefled he leaned upon the 
'* chimney-piece, and faid in a mournful 
'• tone of voice, That cruel fellow Maflbt 
'* has betrayed me /** 

This valet*de-chambre, named Le Noir, 
being called before the Committee three days 
after Mnjffbfs declaration had been taken, 
depofed, in fad, that M. de Maillebois had 
appeared very much agitated on the day of 
his (Jepartufe; but he did not fay a fingle 
word of the great trembling his mafter was 
faid to have undergone, nor of the mournful 
exclamation relative to the perfidy of Majfot. 

The Committee in their Report made men- 
• . tion 
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tion of a letter from M. de Maillehois, found 
at M. de Bonne-SavardirVs when he was 
arretted, which contained thefe words i The 
Jilot has failed. They alfo declared that it 
was proved by feveral depofitions that the 
Count D'Artois had rejeded this project, 
and had formally declared that he difap- 
proved of it. That Prince's anfwer, which 
was feveral times repeated in the Committee's 
Report, was, that he tvotdd enter into no 
filan which might give rife to a civil 
war. 

According to this Report, there were no 
other grounds for implicating M. de St. 
Prieji in the plot, than an article in M. 
de Bonne^^avardin^s mcmorandum^book. 
which mentions a letter that he had written 
to M. de Maillehois to inform him of a 
converfation he had had with a certain per- 
fon of the name of Farcy ^ and which he 
related in the following form : 

** Bonne-Savardin. When will there be 
•* an end to this ? 

** Farcy. There mufl be an end to it : 

were it not for that hope, we, might put 

the key under the door, and wait to he 

btjtchcred. 

" Bonne-Savardin. The Spring will put 



if 



*' an 
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** an end to it, as the King has fixed upon 
** that period to go and vifit the Provinces. 

** Farcy. Are you not afraid that all thefc 
** regiments will obftrucft it? that they will 
** follow and render your /irqjeds fruit- 
'' kfs ?'' &c. &c. 

M. de Bonne^Savardirij in his examina-? 
tion, obfcrved that the /irojeds which they 
were inclined to confider as thofe of a coun* 
ter-revolution, related entirely to the King's, 
journey, which could not take place had the^ 
National Guard at Paris determined to follow 
him in too great a number. Being preffed 
tp declare whether, under the name of Farcy ^ 
M. de St. Priq/i was meant or not, he an- 
fwered, *^that it might be fo, but that he 
** could not affert it without the rifk of of-^ 
*' fending truth/* 

To this was reduced the fadts ftatcd in the 
Report. The reft of this voluminous pam- 
phlet confifted of declamations, conjeftures, 
comments on each phrafe, on every word, 
and the like^ 

What confidence then would be due to the 
abfurd declaration of this faithlefs fecretary, 
this weak patriot, who having had the. ori- 
ginal plan of CQnfpiracy in his power, and 
having made a copy of it, fo foolilhly gave 

up 
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up both, and let a whole month pafs before 
he took it into his head to be frightened with* 
the enormity of the plan, to make a copy 
of it from memory, and to go and prcfent 
it to the Committee of Inquiry ? What re- 
liance w^as to be placed on the memory or' 
aflertioii of a man, who, on the 24th of 
March, repeating, or at leaft having only t6 
repeat what he pretended had been told him 
the day before by M. de Maillehois^s valet- 
de-chambre, advanced what the valet-de- 
chambre declared he had never faid ? Was It 
not natural to prefume that the fame man, 
who in four-and-twenty hours had forgot- 
ten what was faid to hini, or fecolle<5led to 
have heard what \Vas not faid to him, might 
alfo be very capable of not recolledling with 
the greateft accuracy the contents of a paper 
which had been given to him to copy a 
month before ? 

Befides, as Majfot did ndt bring forward 
this famous denunciation till the 24th of 
March, and did not fay that he had threat- 
ened M. de Maillehois with it before-hand, 
how was it poflible that the latter, two days 
previoufly (the 2 2d), could have fufFered fo 
much agitation and trembling in thinking of 
the perfidy of his fecrctary ? or exclaim in a 

mournful 
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mournful tone, the cruel fellow, he has 
betrayed meP 

But laying afidc all the fufpicions of im- 
pofture arifing from fo many improbabilities, 
and the chara6ler of the denouncer, does 
this plan juftify our conceptions of one who 
had always been confidered, not only as a 
man of great fenfe and judgment, but as a 
general officer of the moft diftinguifhed ta- 
lents ? Was it with fourteen millions from 
the Kings of Spain and Sardinia, twenty-five 
thoufand Piedmontefe, and the formidable 
affiftance of the Duke of Deux-Ponts, the 
Landgrave of Hejfej and the Margrave of 
Baden, that M. de Maillebois, forming 
three powerful armies, propofed to gnter the 
kingdom by Lyons, Flanders, and Loraine; 
to difarm all the Municipalities, blockade 
Paris, and overthrow the new Conftitution, 
which three millions National Guards and 
the whole army had Avorn to defend ! 
Had fuch a plan been fent in the original to 
the Committee of Inquiry, it {hould have 
been confidered in no other light than as the . 
vifion of a madman. But this colledlion of 
abfurdities, compofed from the pretended 
recolleftions of a faithlefs fecretary, could 

Vol,- IIL C not 



18 ANNALS OF THE lAuQ.iygiy, 

not but be a-grofs 4nd ill-connc<9:cd calumny 
unworthy of the flighteft attention. 

The accufation pointed againft M. de St. 
Prieft, as a fuppofed accomplice of this 
imaginary confpiracy, was ftill more defti- 
tutc of all manner of foundation ; having in 
faft no other than the account given by M. de 
Bonne- Savar din in the copy of a letter 
written to M- de Maillehois of a converfa- 
lion which he had had on the 5th of De- 
cember, 1789, with a certain perfon called 
Farcy, and a vifit which was paid that day 
to M. de St. Priejt by M. de Bonne-Sa-^ 
Vardiny as mentioned in his memorandum- 
book. Notwithftanding the formal denial 
and reafoning of M. de Bonne- Savar din, 
the Committee of Inquiry had concluded, 
from the date of the vilit and the converfa* 
tion being the fame, that M. de St. Prieji 
was meant by Farcy. Although this un- 
important converfation had nothing in it re- 
lative to any counter-revolutionary plan, and 
certainly could have no reference whatever 
to the enormous confpiracy of which M. de 
Maillehois was accufed, and of which, ac- 
cording to the terms ufed in his fecretary^s 
information, he had not drawn up the me- 
morandum 
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ftiorandurh till the month of February fol- 
lowing, that is to fly, about three months 
after the conversation, the Committee did 
not hefitate to eonfider M. de St. Prieji as 
concerned in the projedl. The Solicitor of 
the Commune denounced him to the King's 
Solicitor of the Chatelet, and the Capital was 
overwhelmed with atrocious libels, in which 
the people were excited to demand the punifti- 
ment of M* de St. Priejt, and the difmiffion 
6f all the Minifters. 

Such were the ufual means employed by 
the Fd€tious to agitate the people in every 
crifis, of which the iffue might be fatal to 
themfelves. Their alarm on the prcfent oc-* 
cafion was more ferious than any fince the 
beginning of the Revolution. The pro-^ 
ceedings of the Chatelet on the outrages of 
the 5th and 6th of October were drawing to 
a conclufion ; the fecret of fome depofitions 
had tranfpircd, and the public voice had 
marked out great criminals among the moll 
popular members of the Affembly. This 
was giving them notice to put themfelves 
upon their guard, to affume not only a de-^ 
fenfive but a menacing attitude, and con* 
fe<|uently to keep the people in a continual 
ftatc of cffervefcence, that they might bet 
C 2 ab]« 



20 ANKALS OF THE Aco. 1790*] 

able at plcafure to excite them to infurredlion, 
fo long as the ftorm which they had to dread 
.Ihould continue to threaten. ^ 

Such was the principal caufe of the ex- 
treme fermentation which reigned in Paris 
from the month of July to the 2d of Odto- 
ber; at which time the Report relative to 
the outrages of the 5th and 6th of Odlober, 
1789, and to the famous Decree which de- 
clared' that there was no groilnd for accufa* ' 
tion againft the Duke of Chileans and MU 
rdbeau, was prcfented to the AffenAly. 

This fermentation fpreading into the Pro* 
vinces, which were ever ready to follow the 
example of the Capital, produced the fedi- 
tious commotions and excefTes which broke 
out- at once in every quarter *. In fhort, it is 
to the fame caufe that the increafe of the 

* I A^ill confine myfclf lo mentioning the infurreftions 
which took place at Avignon, Hagueneau, Lyons, Metz, 
Toulon, Nancy, CarcaiFone, &c. Men ran, about the 
country, crying, •< Here's the great Decree which for* 
** bids the paying of Tithes and Quit-Rents." ("Report 
of the Committee of Inquiry in the Sitting of the 2d of Ji^ 
giifi') Licentioufnefs and diforder had made their way 
into all the regiments, and had completely diforganifcd the 
army, while the Aflembly wei'e debating upon its or- 
ganization. (Memorial ofjhe Minifier in the Sitting of 
the 6th of Augufl,J 

Oppreflions 
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oppreffions of the Committee of Inquiry, and 
the heat and violence of the debates which 
in that interval rendered the Sittings of the 
Affembly fo tumultuous, muft be attributed. 

On the 7th of Auguft the Judges of the 
Chatelet informed the Aflembly that the pro- 
ceedings relative to the outrages of the 5th 
and fth of Odlober were clofed. ^* We are 
** come at length,'* faid the Magiftrate who 
was at the head of this Deputation, '* to 
f' withdraw the veil that concealed a pro- 
** ceeding unfortunately too much celebrated. 
** Thofe fecrets, replete with horror, are 
^* now to be made knowtl.-^ And what was 
^* our grief to find the depofitions in thefe 
** proceedings implicating twp Members of 
** the National Affembly ! No doubt they 
^' would have eagerly ftepped forward to 
** prove themfelves innocent ; but you have 
'* rendered it impoffible for us to put them 
** on their trial. You arc to become the 
*^ fureties ©f the public vengeance; you 
^* will ceafe to be legiflators in order to be 
*• judges; you will regulate the influence 
^* of circurpftances on our duty; you will 
^* inform us what crimes the fword of 
^* juftice muft ftrike, what criminals it muft 
^' puniftiT' ' 

G 3 There 



ff2 ANNALS OF THE lAv9.t^^, 

There were great debates on this occalion : 
the principal fpeakers of the Cotc^Droitj the 
Abbe Maury and M. de Cafales^ contended 
with force that the Affembly ought to re- 
mand the Proceedings to the Chatelet, with 
an order t> continue the profecutibn againft 
all criminals indifferently ; declaring that the 
law knew only citizens, and confidered them 
all as equal. But MirabeaUy fupported by 
all the Cote-Gauche, infifted fuccefsfully 
c^ the execution of the Decree of the 26th 
of June preceding, which had been pafled in 
the affair of- M. de Lautrec, and by whicK 
it was declared, ** that the Deputies to the 
** National Affembly could not have fen^ 
^' tence paffed upon them by any Judges 
** until the Legiflative Body, after an ex- 
^* amination of the charges and evidence, 
** Ihould haye decided, that there were 
^* grounds for the accufation/* It was de- 
creed in confequence, *^ that the Committee 
^* of Reports fhould exhibit to the Affembly 
^* an account of the charges that concerne4 
** the Reprefentatives of the Nation, if there^ 
** exifted any, in the proceedings carried on 
^* at the Chatelet on the events of the 6th 
** of Odober laft.^ for the purpofe of its 
** being declared on the faid Report whether 

I *• there 
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^' there were grounds for aecufation or not.** 
The AflGbmbly refolved moreover, ** ift, That 
*^ two of the Judges of the Chatclet fhould 
** be called in to affift at the opening of 
** the papers received from that Court, and 
** to fee the inventory made of the docu- 
** ments contained therein. 2dly, That it 
^* was riot the meaning of the Affembly to 
^* flop the courfe of the Proceedings as 
^* to the other perfons arraigned or tried. 
** gdly. That the Committee of Inquiry for 
" Paris fhould, without delay, deliver into 
♦* the hands pf the King*s Solicitor of the 
'* Chatelet all the documents and papers 
'* which may be relative to the Proceedings, 
^* in order to ferve fo far as they may be re- 
^* quired to the profecution." 

This laft arrangement related to a very re- 
markable diftindtion which the Committee 
pf Inquiry for the town had made^ and on 
which they grounded their refufal to com- 
niunicate feyeral papers and documents that 
had been demanded of them by the Cha- 
telet. The Committee made a difference be- 
tween the outrages committed on the 5th of 
Odober and thofe committed on the next 
day. The fonner, they faid, feemed to then> 
rather defcrving of public gratitude than of a 
C 4 cifiminal 
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criminal profecution, and th^ had denounced 
only thofe committed on the 6th ! They 
pretended to be authorifed by this reftridlion 
to refufe all the papers and documents relative 
to the 5 th. In the Decree like wife which I 
have juft reported, no mention was made 
but of the outrages of the 6th of Odlober ; 
however, the injundion refpedling the de-- 
livery of the papers being general, it threw 
the Committee of Inquiry for the town into 
a very auk ward (ituation. As they faw no 
means of extricating themfelves from it but 
by applying to the Aflembly, they appeared 
on the loth of x^uguft at the Evening Sitting, 
and fhewed that they had conftantly declared, 
both to tl^e Commune and to the King's So- 
licitor of the Chatelet, " That the Committee 
^* of Inquiry for the town were totally 
** ftrangers taall information but fuchas had 
** been laid againft the crimes committed 
** at the Palace of Verfailles in the morning ' 
** of the 6th of 06lober, and that all the 
** documents relative to thofe crimes had 
** been communicated to the King's Soli^ 
** citor of the Chatelet. We fhould think 
** ourfelves highly culpable,*^ added the 
fpeaker, ** if we had denounced the 5th day 
** of 0(5tober . • . . it would have been ar- 

** raigning 
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** raignkig the Revolution. We befcech 
'* the National Affembly, after what we 
•* have now faid, to take into confidcration 
** the dilemma into which we ^re thrown by 
^* their Decree of the 7th of this month, 
^* which orders us to communicate without 
^* del^y to the King^s Attorney-General the 
** papers and documents which may be rc- 
^* lative to the events of the 5th and 6th of 
** Oaober/* 

A n^otion being made to refer this requeft 
to the Committee of Reports, the Abbe 
Maury attempted to fpeak, but he was ' 
driven from the tribune by noifes and the 
jmoft fcandalous burfts of laughter ; and the 
Aflembly paffed to the hearing of another 
petition without coming to any determination 
on that of the Committee of Inquiry, which 
the majority were not willing to rejeiV, but 
which they did not dare to admit. The con- 
fequence of this was, that the requeft was 
confidercd as tacitly referred to the Com- 
mittee of Reports. 

The Abbe de Barmond having been ar- 
refted at Chalons with M. de Bonne- Savar^ 
din^ was brought back to Paris on the 17th 
of Auguft, attended by a numerous efcort of 
National Guards, and immediately wrote to 

the 
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the Prcfident of the Aflemhly to demand a 
hearing the next day. After debating whe-»^ 
ther he fhould be fet at liberty, and.fpeafc 
from the tribune or not, it was determined 
that he fhould continue under arreft and ap- 
pear at the Bar, whither he was conducted 
on the i8th. The account he gave of 
|iis conduct e^fciteA great intereft. He 
(howed that he had not been acquainted 
with M. de Bonne- Savardirij por had ever 
fcen him before the i6th of July, at fix 
o*clock in the morning, that is to fay, three 
days after he had efcaped from the prifoi> 
of the Abbaye; that being greatly afFe<St€4 
by the fituation and entreaties of that officpr^ 
lie had not had fufficient ftrcngth of mind to 
refufe him the afylum he folicited ; that after 
he had kept him fome days at his houfe, 
being obliged to leave Paris that he might 
not lofe the feafon for the waters which he 
had been ordered to take, he confented to 
give M. de Bonne- Savar din a place in his 
carriage, provided no fentence were paffed 
againft him before his departure; that the 
Chatelet having pronounced judgment oti 
the 26th in the proceeding relative to the 
bufinefs in queftion, and not having given 
any decifipn whatever againft M. de Bonne- 
' ' Savardin, 
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Savardmr he (the Abb6 de Barmond\ im-t 
pelled by a fentiment of humanity far mora 
powerful than all the confiderations of pru- 
dence, had let out on his journey with hini 
that very night. H? did not deny that his 
conduiSt might be taxed with weaknefs, but 
he maintained that not a ftiadow of a crin^ 
could be perceived in it, and demanded to be 
fet at liberty provifionally, on giving his 
word of honour not to leave Paris. 

Of all the Members of the Affembly who 
fpoke in favour of the Abb6 de Barmond^ 
none defended him with more energy than 
the Prefident de Frondeville. ** The 7th 
.** article of your declaration of the Rights 
•• of Man,** faid he, ** determines that no 
^* one can be accufed, arrefted, or detained, 
*• but \n fuch cafes as are fettled by the law ; 
•* that they who require, give, execute, or 
** caufe to be executed, arbitrary orders, 
•• ought to be puni(hed. — ^Why then is M. 
** de Barmond detained ? He is not accufed, 
" nor is <here any judgment againft him. 
•• It is faid that he was openly taken in the 
** fa<a. But what fad? And with what 
*• man was he flying ? With one refpedling 
** whpm the fame law had been infringed. 
'* No fenteoce had been pronounced againft 

•• Af. de 
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*^ M. de Bonne-^Savardin : he could not, 
'* therefore, be regarded but as a citizen, ii^ 
*^ whofc perfon liberty had been violated.— r- 
" By whom was he arreftcd under his own 
** roof? — We arc told by. the Compiittee of 
** Inquiry for the town — ^but by whom were 
** thofe ftrange tribunals, thofe fatellites of 
** tyranny created ? By themfelyes ; ' they 
** have no powers but what they have arro- 
^* gated. This qdious inftitution is autho- 
** rifed by no law, no decree ; and fuch i^ 
** the tribunal at fvhich M. de Barmond is 
** accufed of having carried off a citizen! 
*V If it be a good adtion to fupport the law, 
*^ M. de Barmond did a good adion in re- 
** moving a citizen from tyranny • and now 
** it is propofed to you to detain him under 
** an arreft, while for thefe fix months paft 
*• the aflaffins of qur Princes ane freely pa- 
** rading the capital, nay, perhaps^ whil^ 
** they are feated among ourfelves !" 

Thefe laft words, accompanied with a 
very fignificant look fixed on the Duke of 
Orleans^ excited a tumult, which was the 
more violent from its being known that that 
Prince and Miraheau were the two Members 
of the AfTembly hinted at by the Chatelet, as 
impeached in the proceedings relative to the 

outrages 
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outrages of the 5th and (5th of Qd:ober. 
The clamours ; of the Cote-Gauche, and 
bowlings of the galleries, called M. de FtA>n- 
deville to the bar. The agitation increafed, 
and Continued fo long, that the Prefident was 
obliged to put on his hat ; and M. do Fron- 
deville went down to the bar to put an end 
to the diforder. He there, however, de- 
manded to be heard from the tribune, and ' 
having been authorifed to return to it by the 
Aflembly, he faid, that if he had been per- 
mitted to finifh th^ feptence which had cre- 
ated fo much anger, and which he offered to 
repeat, it would have been feen that it was 
merely hypothetical, and that the fuppofitibn 
was founded on the proceedings of the Cha- 
telet. Neither the repetition of the fentence, 
nor what he faid afterwards, was fuffered to 
be heard. After a long and tumultuous de- 
bate, M. de Frondeville having withdrawn, 
the Prefident pronounced the following De- 
cree : •* The Affembly declare that the Mem- 
** bcr who fpoke the fentence in queftion is 
**'ccnfured, and they order that his fpeech 
*' be laid upon the table.*' 

With refped: to the Abbe^ de Barmpnd, 

the Affembly charged the Committee of In- 

;quiry to give an account, on the Monday 

: following, 
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foHowing, of the different papers which had 
been delivered to them on this bufinefs ; but 
at the fame time decreed that the Abb6 fhould 
continue under an arreft till further orders. 

The difpute which the Prefident de Fron^ 
deville had given rife to did not end in this 
Sitting, and had nearly been attended with 
very ferious confequences* He caufed his 
fpeech to be printed, with this line for a 
motto, 

Dat veniam corvis, vexat ccnfuia Columbas, 

and with a preface^ beginning with the 
following expreffion : 'Thoje who take the 
trouble to read my f/ieech will hardly 
gfiefs why I caufed it to he p^rinted^ if I 
do not inform them that I have been ho^ 
noured with the cenjure of the National 
Affemblyfor it, which is in fad the only 
merit I am. confcious of its havings 

This publication was denounced to the 
Aflembly as beiiig diftributed and fold pub- 
licly at the very door of the Hall. The 
Deputy who denounced it concluded with, 
moving, that M. de Frondeville fliould 
be called upon to acknowledge, or to dif- 
avow it. The members of the Cote^^ 
Droit moved the order qf the day, but the 

motion 
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motion was rcje(3:ed, and M. de Frondeville 
being called upon by the Prefident, declared, 
without the Icaft hefitation, that he had 
caufed the pamphlet to which his name was 
aflSxed to be printed, and had ordered it to 
be diftributcd in the Affembly, but no where 
clfe. 

As this avowal was accompanied with no 
cxpreffion of excufe or regret, the Prefident 
de Frondeville s motto and preface were con- 
fidered by the Cote -Gauche as an infult of-- 
fered to the whole Nation, whofe majejiy, 
faid they, rejides in its rejirefentatives ; 
and a motion was made in confequence, 
** that M. de Frondeville be declared guilty, 
** on his own confeflion, of a breach of the 
*' refpecft due to the Affembly ; and that he 
** be condemned, as a punifhment, to re^ 
** main in cuftody for eight days." 

This motion was warmly oppofed by the 
Abb6 Maurv, who contended that the Af- 
fembly had no tight to inflidl a penalty which 
was enaded by no law, for a fuppofed crime 
which no law had defcribed. " Your cen- 
^Vfure,'' faid he/ ** does not difhonour; 
** yet if one of your members, on whom 
** it has fallen, pretends to be honoured by 
** it, he argues very erroneoufly, but he 

«« does 
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•* does not commit a crime. However, fuch 
** is the irifuh which it is propofed to you 
'* to punifh, while all that is great and moft 
•' auguft is left open to the attacks of the li- 
" bels which are circulated in profufion with 
** impunity/' 

The debate grew warm on either fide 
to a great degree, ** When a man is ho- 
** noured with cenfure/* faid Barnave^ 
*^ imprifonment is the mildeft punifhment. 

** that*'^- At thefc words M. de Fau* 

cigny, tranfported with indignation, inter- 
rupted, the fpeaker, and rufhing into the 
middle of the Hall exclaimed : *^ This looks 
•* like an open war made by the Majority 
** on the Minority,, and the only way to put 
-*' an end to it is to fall fword in hand on 
** thofe fellows/' 

The Cote-Gauche rife iri a iyxry ; the Pre- 
fident ^e Frondeville, alarmed ,for M. de 
Faucigny^ fprings to the tribune ; Barnave 
fpeaks again, and qualifies thb expreflSon he 
had begun : he talks no more of prifon, but 
only of depriving M. de Frondeville of his 
liberty for a certain time, ** As to the new 
** infult that has juft been offered/' adds he, 
** and which muft grieve us all, I (hall not 
** examine it deeply; but the refpc<5t which 

*' the 
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sa 



*' the Aflcmbly owe themfelves makes it re* 
*• quifite that the Prefident (hould give orders 
** immediately to fecure the perfon of **— 
The Prefident de t^ondeville did not fuf* 
fer this fentence to be.finifhed, byt exclaimed 
with the moft afFedling emotion — " Yes, 
Gentlemen, I am guilty, very guilty. The 
inftant that there efcaped from one of our 
colleagues in my defence an expreffion of 
violence, which might be attended with 
the moft ferious confequences, I felt how 
very wrong I had been; but I befeech 
you. Gentlemen, I conjure you, look only 
to me, let the penalty fall folely upon my, 
head. I accufe myfelf in the eyes of the 
public, and of the Affcmbly ; I am un- 
happy at being the caufe of fuch a fcene; 
I defire you to punilh me, I am ready to 
go to prifon ; but I conjure you by your 
fenfibilrty, and in the name of our co\in- 
try, to confider the hafty words that have 
juft efcaped but as the firft impulfe of a 
warm imagination, and which cannot be 
the expreffion of a fentiment : I again 
befeech you^to let all the penalty fall oa 
me ; fend me to prifon, I am ready to 
go. Turn your eyes on me, I know that 
I have not dcferved your indulgence, yet 
Vol. III. I> •• ftiU 
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** ftill {hould I be too cruelly punifhed were 
** you to give ferious confequences to the 
** debate about to cnfue. — Pardon my con- 
** fufion, I exprefs ill what I feel ; I am fo 
" agitated — I beg it as a favour that you will 
** let the punifhment fall folely upon me; I 
^* myfelf nrove that the fentence Ihould there- 
** fore be the more heavy, and I entreat that 
** it may be inftantly pafled/' 

Thir noble impulfe of fenfibility made a 
moft favourable impreffion on the whole 
Aflembly : all refentment, all ideas of ven- 
geance vanilhed ; miy tears glittered in every 
eye, and a general clapping of hands thanked 
the fpeaker for having produced fo happy a 
revolution. There was no longer any quef- 
tion about fending M. de Frondeville to 
prifon : the Deputy who had made the mo- 
tion withdrew it, and propofed to reduce the 
puhifliment, which M. de Frondeville ac- 
knowledged to have deferved, to a confine- 
ment of eight days to his houfe ; which was 
decreed by a great majority. 

M. de Faucigny retradted the expreflions 
that had efcaped him from an impulfe of 
feeling which he had not been able to com- 
mand, when he heard a prifon fpoken of as a 
punifliment too mild for one of his col- 
leagues ; 
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leagues; and- the Affembly, fatisfied with 
thcfe apologies, remitted the penalty he had 
incurred. 

During the Week that the Prefident de 
Frondeuille was confined, his houfc was 
crouded with vifitors ; all the good company 
in Paris made it a point to pay attention to 
him ; as they did likewife to M. de Caxales^ 
who, at the fame period, had been confined 
at home for fome days, after a duel he had 
had with Barnave, and in which he had 
received a contufion on the head that would 
have killed him on the fpot if the thicknefs 
of his hat had not deadened the balL 

M. de Frondeville was on the prefent oc- 
cafion on the point of running the fame riik 
from the Duke of Orleans; from whom 
Madame de B. by means of her reproaches, 
had drawn a promife of demanding fatis- 
faftion for the infulting ajlufion made to 
him in the Sitting of the i8th of Auguft. 
** You thought,'' faid fhe to him, ''that 
** your rank as a Prince of the Blood did not 
'* fufFer you to fight with M. de Goguelai, 
** after the atrocious infult he publicly put 
** upon you in the Queen's apartments*: 

•* but 

• The Duke of Orleans^ a few days after his return 
D a from 
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'* but that is not the cafe now, M. de Fron- 
** deville is, like yourfelf, a Deputy of the 
** Nobility, and your colleague ; He infulted 
** you in the moft ftriking manner before 
'* the whole Affembly, and he has befides 
** accufed you moft ferioufly in his depofi- 
•* tion before the Chatelet ; you are for ever 
•* dlfhonoured if you do not demand fatis- 
** faction for it/* Thefc words, pronounced 
with all the warmth and energy which a 
woman jealous of the honour of her lover 
might be fuppofed to give them, produced 
the miraculous efiedt of making the Duke 
of Orleans for a moment forget his natural 
t:owardice. He commiffioned Prince Louis 
D^Aremberg^ his intimate friend, to call 
on M. de Frondeville^ and appoint the day, 
hour, and plaxre for their meeting. The 
Prince D^Aremherg wrote that very evening 
(the 18th of Auguft) to the Prcfident de 
Frondeville, and obferved that he was com- 
miffioned to fpeak to him upon an affair of" 

from England, being in (he Queen's apartments, M. ^ 
Goguelasy who happened to be there, went up to him, 
took him by the fhoulder, and twirling him violently 
round upon his heels, faid in a very loud voice : " Ah ? 
<* you here, you fcoundrcl 1 how dare you appear in thiB 
" place?" 

confequcncc, 
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confequence, and to propofe what he c6uld 
not explain more clearly by writing, but the 
objcft of which he imagined M. de Fron-^ 
dcville would eafily guefs; and in confe- 
quence he requefted a meeting next day, be- 
tween twelve and one o'clock, without fail. 
The Prefident received this letter on return- 
ing home, and replied to the Prince D^Arein- 
berg that he had no doubt as to the propo- 
fal which he had to make, that he was ready 
to anfwer it, and that no bufinefs could be 
more eafily fettled : that he was particularly de- 
iirous it Ihould meet with no delay, and pro- 
mifed to be at home at the hour appointed, 
or to call upon the Prince D*Aremberg. The 
latter wrote next morning a fecond note to 
M. de Frondeville^ to requeft that he would 
wait for him at home till the hour appointed. 
• The next day the Prefident de Frondcville 
informed the Marquis de Mortemar of his 
fituation, and engaged him to accompany 
him : but in vain did he wait at home for 
the Prince UAremberg till paft one o'clock ; 
he neither came nor wrote, nor was there 
any news whatever heard of him by M. 
de Frondeville, who was formirvg con- 
jedlures fo ftrange a condudl might give 
rife to, when he was told of the great uproar 
D 3 which 
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which the pamphlet he had publifticd that 
day created in the Affembly. Inllead of the 
lingle combat for which he was prepared, he 
was called to a battle for which he was not 
prepared, but to which he haftened without 
hefitation, leaving orders with his fervants to 
fend to him at the Aflembly, if the Princ? 
jyAremherg fhould call. On his return 
from that Sitting, the principal fcenes of 
which I have already defcribed, hearing that 
the Prince had not called, he wrote to him 
to exprefs his fyrprife at his not Iceeping his 
appointment in fo urgent and ferious a bu- 
finefs; adding, that ahhough the Aflembly 
had put him under confinement, he was ready 
to break through it for an hour or two if ne- 
ceflary, and to repair to the fpot where the 
affair in queftion was to be determined. The 
Prince D^Aremberg fent him no anfwer till 
the day following, and then wrote that he 
was very forry he had engaged in a bu^ 
finefs of this nature, without being able to 
bring it to a proper ifliie ; but that certain 
reafons, of the merits of which it was not 
his part to judge, made hin^ apprehend that 
it would not be determined in the manner it 
ought to be ; yet that he did not entirely de-» 
fpair of it. Here this correfpondence drop^ 
1 ped. 
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ped, and the Duke of Orleans contented 
himfclf with publifhing a law cafe, full of 
grofs invcdlivcs againft M. de Frondeville^ 
to which was annexed an Opinion figned by 
feveral Advocates, and in which the Duke was 
advifed to profecute the Prefident de Fron- 
deville in a court of criminal jurifdidlion, for 
having given falfe evidence. In fad, he in- 
ftituted a complaint againft him; but the 
depofitions made by the witncfTes, of whom 
he had produced above an hundred, alledging 
no grounds to eftablilh this charge, he aban- 
doned the profecution. 



D 4 CHAP* 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 



Revolt of the Ganifon at Nancy — M. de 
BouilU marches thither with an Army^ 
defeats the Rebels^ and rejiores Order — 
New modelling of the Army — New 
Penal Code for the Navy — Its Effedts^ 
jiffeding Addrefs from the Inhabitants 
of Beam to the King, befeeching him 
to retain the Palace at Pau, which had 
been the Cradle of Henry IF. — The 
King's Letter to the AJfembly on this 

• Occajion — The AJfembly order the Pro* 
ceedings of the Chateleton the Outrages 
of the 5th and 6th of Odober to be 
printed J and refolve that the Members 
who apfieared as IVitneJjes Jhovld not 
vote as Jwiges— Forced Retreat of Mr. 
Necker^-^Hrs Humiliation and Stiffer-' 
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ings — A Letter written by him to the 
AJjembly — He is twice arrejled in his 
Road — A View of the National Debt 
puhlijhed by tJie Committee of Finances^ 

XN one of the articles of the Conftitutidnal 
Code it was faid, the armed force is ejfen^ 
tially obedient ; but the mutiny of all the 
regiments was a palpable contradi<^ion to 
that article, and proved to the authors of it 
that they had worded the expreflion impro- 
perly. They no doubt meant to fay that the 
armed force Jhould be eflentially obedient* 
But men aje not always eflentially what they 
ought to be, and it was but too true that at 
this period the armed force was entirely dif- 
obedient. This appeared at Nancy by the 
moft dreadful excefles. Great diforders had 
broken out in that garrifon ever lince thq 
month of July, and the Aflembly flattered 
themfelws that the Decree which they had 
pafled on the 6th of Auguft, on the repre- 
fentation of the Minifter of War, would be 
fufficient to re-eft ablifli order. 

M. de Malfeigne, a general officer, wha 
was commiflioned to carry that Decree to 
Nancy, and to caufe it to be executed, found 
on his arrival the arfenal and powder-maga- 

' zint 
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xine broke open and pillaged, eighteen pieces 
of cannon in the pofleffion of the mutineers, 
and the military cheft of the regiments car- 
ried off. The foldiers having gained the 
populace, had forced the Municipal Officers 
and Members of the Department to give 
them money, threatening to hang them iq 
cafe of a refufal : they fpoke only with con- 
tempt of the National Affembly, and of its 
Decrees ; and openly declared their intention 
of pillaging the town. The officers were 
infulted, ill-treated, and imprifoned ; among 
thofe imprifoned was M. de Noue, the 
Commandant of the place. 

The garrifon of Nancy was compofed of 
four battalions of the King's regiment, two 
battalions of the Swifs regiment of Chateau** 
vieux, and the Meftre-de-Camp regiment of 
horfe. M. de Malfeigne caufed the decree 
of the Aflembly to be proclaimed, but the 
foldiers and people turned it into ridicule, 
and declared that they would not obey it. On 
the 26th of Auguft, that General went to 
the quarters of tKe regiment of Chateau* 
vieux, and ufed every means, both of mild- 
nefs and firmnefs, to recall the foldiers to the 
obedience they owed to their officers, but in 
vain ; and he was retiring when a grenadier 

prefented 
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prefented his bayonet to his breaft, and flop* 
ped him. M. de Malfeigne ftepping back, 
drew his fword, put afide the bayonet, and 
flightly wounded the grenadier. Another 
foldier aimed a blow at him with his fabre, 
which he parried, and wounded the man j 
but his fword breaking, he fnatched one 
from an officer of the Marechaufs6e who 
was by, with 'which he opened a paflage for 
himfelf through the foldiers that were in his 
way, and walked quietly home. The next 
day at noon he fet out for Luneville, where 
there were eight fquadrons of light-horfe not 
yet infeded by the fpirit of revolt. 

The garrifon of Nancy alarmed at M. de 
Malfeigne's unexpected departure, difpatch- 
ed in purfuit of him a large detachment of 
National Guards and foldiers, all on horfe- " 
back, with their officers, whom they had 
compelled to go with them at their head. 
They had nearly come up with him when a 
party. of light-horfe fortunately appeared on 
the. fame road, M. de Malfeigne haftened 
up to them, and, having harangued them, 
put himfelf at their head, and fell upon the 
foldiers who were purfuing him. Thefc were 
foon routed, and feveral of them wounded. 
They made the bcft of their way back to Nan* 
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cy, calling out, Treachery^ accufcd their 
officers, wounded five of them, and arretted 
twenty, whom they compelled to lie on ftraw 
in the prifon-room at the guard-houfe. M. 
de None himfelf was made to change his 
clothes for a town-ferjeant*s great-coat, and 
put in confinement. In the mean time a 
party of the garrifon of Nancy went to Lu- 
neville to demand M. de Malfeigne^ found 
the troopers under arms, and parleyed with 
them. They confented to give him up, and 
he was hurried away in his night-gown and 
cap, placed in his own c^irriage between a 
trooper and a grenadier of the King's re- 
giment, and taken back to Nancy. 

The Marquis de Bouille, Commander of 
the Province, being informed of thefe cir- 
cumftances, colledled the few troops that re- 
mained faithful within bis reach, and added 
to them 600 grenadiers of the National 
^Guards of Metz, and a body of artillery, 
with only eight pieces of cannon. With this 
little army, which confifted of gooo foot 
and 1400 horfe, he marched againft Nancy, 
where the garrifon having received a rein- 
forcement of 2000 National Guards from 
the neighbouring departments,* amounted to 
10,000 men. He halted within five miles 

.of 
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of the town, and on the goth of Auguft 
fent a proclamation, of which the fubftahee' 
was,- that being authorifed by the Decree of 
the Aflcmbly of the 15th of the fame month 
to employ the military force to fupprefs the 
cxceffes committed by fome foldiers who had 
revoked againftthe laws, and being anxious- 
above all things to avoid the effufion of inno- 
cent blood, he invited the National Guard of 
Nancy, the good citizens, and the loyal fol- 
diers to join him, and the foldiers . mifled by 
the Fadious to return to their duty, and de- 
liver ujj to him the ringleaders of the rebel- 
lion. He granted them twenty-four hours 
to ahfwer this proclamation. 

On the fame day, at eleven o*clock in the 
morning, the town and garrifon of Nancy 
icnt him a deputation, compofed of inhabi- 
tants chofen by the lowed clafs of the people, 
and of foldiers from the different regiments : 
at their head were 'the principal members of 
the Department, and of the Municipality, 
whom they had forced to accompany them 
by threats of hanging them if they refufed.^ 
M. de Bouille received this deputation in a 
large court, furroundcd by his foldiers. He 
told the deputies of the troops of the line 
tkat he required that the three regiments 

fhould 
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ihould leave the town, and deliver Up the 
leaders of the infurredkion confptm^bly to 
tlie Decree of the Aflembly • that he required 
moreover that the two General Officers de-- 
tained in prifon Ihould be fet at liberty, that 
the gates pf the town fhould be opened to 
the army under his command, and that the 
cannon in the hands of the mutineers ftiould 
be given up to him. The members of the 
Department and of the Municipality were 
terrified and remained filent ; but the deputies 
of the regiments afTumed fo infolent a tone, 
and fpoke with fuch contempt of M. de 
Bouille^s orders, that it required jill the Ge- 
neraPs authority to reftrain the rage of the 
grenadiers about him, and to prevent them 
from cutting the villains to pieces. M. de 
JBouiZZr difmiffed this deputation, telling them 
that he Ihould immediately march with his 
army, and that the mutineers muft expedt to 
be treated with the greateft rigour. The 
members of the Department and of the Mu- 
nicipality having caufed him to be privately 
informed that they fhould be in the grtateft 
danger if they returned to the town, he did 
them the fervice to order them to remain with 
him. 

The army was within a mile and half of 

the 
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the town, when a fccond deputation arrived 
from the regiments, accompanied by the 
officers^ whom the fcddiers had forced along 
with tbem* M. de BouilU gave the fame 
anfwer, and laid the fame injunctions upon 
them as before. They defired an hour to 
confider of it, which he granted, and at the 
expiration of it ordered his van guard to 
march to one gate of the town, which was 
defended by troops and inhabitants, and fe- 
vcral pieces of cannon. It was then four 
o'clock. A third deputation going out of the 
town by another gate now came up to the 
General, requefted him to flop his army, and 
affured him that his ordqrs fhould be obeyed; 
that the regiments were leaving the town, 
and that the two General Officers were to be 
given lip to him. In fadl, thefe officers ar- 
med a few minutes after, and at the fame 
time the regiments that compofed the garrifon 
were feen marching out of the town- 

M. de BcRiille was overjoyed at finding this 
affair fo happily terminated, and was con- 
verfing upon it with M. de Nouc, M. de 
Malfeignet and fome of the principal in- 
habitants, when the populace and a great 
many foldiers who had not followed their 
colours, on being fummoned to give up the 

gate, 
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gate, entered into a quarrel with the ad- 
vanced guard, compofed of National Volun* 
teers and Swifs, and were going to fire upon 
them from a cannon loaded with canniftcr 
(hot, and planted at the gateway. A young 
officer of the King's regiment prevented 
them for fome time, by fixing himfelf at the 
mouth of the cannon, from which he could 
not be moved till he had been (hot at four 
times. The cannon was then fired, and a 
volley of fmall arms difcharged at the fame 
time upon the advanced guard* Fifty or 
fixty men were killed by this unexpeded aft. 
of hoftility. The volunteers return the fire 
and force the gate ; they are no longer to be 
reftrained, they put every man they meet to 
death, and are themfelves fired upon from 
^cellars, windows, and the tops of houfes. 
M. de BoifilU leads his troops to the fquare, 
and draws them up in order of battle. . The' 
King's regiment, who had left the town, 
hearing the report of the guns, believed there 
had been fome treachery and returned. For- 
tunately the officers prevailed upon their foU 
diers to march immediately to their quarters, 
and wait in order of battle till they were at- 
tacked. Had they joined in the fight upon 
re-entering the town the confequcnce would 
2 ^ have 



Au«. 1790.] FRENCH REVOLUTfON. 4© 

have been a dreadful carnage, and the rebels 
being three times fuperior iti number, would 
probably have remained mafters of the day. 

M. de BouilU drawing off his men from 
the fquare, marched them by different ftrects 
to the arfcnal and the quarters of the regi- 
ments, and a furious battle enfucd between 
his army and the rebels, which lafted three 
hours. At length, at feven in the evening, 
the foldiers of the regiment de Chateau^ 
vieux being almoft all killed, wounded, ot 
taken prifoncrs, and that of Meftre'de-CaTrip 
having fled, the King's regiment fent word 
to M. de BouilU that they would furrender. 
The men were all underarms when the Ge- 
neral went to their quarters alone, and found 
them very repentant : he ordered them to 
leave the town, and march to the place he 
had appointed for them. He fent the fame 
orders to the remains of the regiment de 
Chateaw-vieitXj and all obeyed without the 
leaft refiflance. M. de BouilU then went 
immediately to the HoteUde-Ville, and re- 
inftated the Department and MunicipaHty in 
their employments. From that moment or- 
der was refloredin the town. 

The wifdom, ability, and courage whTch 
M. de BouilU difplayed this day, were 

Vol, IIL E crowned 
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crowned with the moft complete fucccfs. He 
was perhaps the only officer in France, who, 
with fo inferior a force, would have at- 
tempted fuch a hazardous cnterprife. Had 
he failed, it is more than probable that the 
regiments and populace of every garrifbn 
town would have followed the example of 
Nancy, and of courfe that murder and rob- 
bery would have dcfolated the principal towns 
of the kingdom. In this point of view, no 
doubt it was, that the King, who abhorred 
all injuftice, who ftiuddered at the thought of 
(bedding blood, and whain every thing, and 
above every thing, confidered the happinefs 
of his fubjeds, was fo extremely afFedled by 
the fervice M. de Bouillc had done on this 
occafion, and for which he thanked him in 
a letter replete with kindnefs and affedlion *. 
Oh the other hand, however, had the rebels 
at Nancy triumphed, there is little doubt but 
that the credit of the Aflembly, already in 
a very tottering ftate, would have been com- 
pletely overthrown. The efficacy of their 
decrees in unhinging every thing, and their 
inability to re-eftablifh order, or the fafety of 
perfon and of property , would have been more 

♦ See Memoirs of M. d€ Boullle^ chap. ix. 

demonilrated 
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dcmonftratcd than ever. An Affcmbly that 
could neither effeiSt nor ^plan any thing but 
evil would have been fcouted, and a fimplc 
motion at the Fauxbourg St. Antoine would 
have fufiiced to have inftigated the populace 
to drive them out of Paris ; and this was the 
reafon why the Conftitutionalifts, who were 
very fenfible of the dangers that threatened 
them, were not Icfs fatisfied than the King 
with the fuccefs of M. ' de Bouille *. Had 
the Affembly been thus diffolved, the friends 
of order and of peace, and all men of pro- 
perty in the kingdom would have been forced 
to the alternative of leaving their property 
and their lives at the difcretion of that mon^ 
ftrous ufurping power, ever thirfting for 
blood and plunder, in a word of Jacobinifm^ 
or of placing them under the beneficent, re- 
ftorative, and legitimate protection of the royal 
authority, the re-eftablilhment of which 
would have been inftantly efFedied fimply by 
their coalition with the Nobility, the Clcrgy> 
tlw faithfijk fervants of the King, and with 
all the enemies of the Revolution and of the 
Jacobins. M. Necker, fo difcredited at that 

♦ Sec M: de la Fayettt's letter to M> di Bmlli^ in the 
Memoirs of the latter/ 

£ 2 period 
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period that he could no longer eVcn fuppoft 
himfelf in the goori- graces of that Affembly 
for whom he had done fo much, muft in-^ 
cvitably have been involved in their fall : but 
M. de St. Prieft would have remained in 
the Miniftry, and his energy, difcncumbercd 
from all the fliackles of an abjured confti- 
tution, would have been fuflicient to over- 
throw the jacobins, and with them the (>•* 
leans fadtion, who were exciting the army 
to rebellion by the manoeuvres of their emif- 
furies, with no other object than that qf doing 
mifchief j for it was impoffible that they 
could hope to gain it over to a chief fo com- 
pletely a cypher as the Duke was. In fhort, 
it has been but too clearly proved that the 
refult of the affair at Nancy did not fave the 
Monarchy, and it is not altogether improbable 
that a different refult might have been of ad- 
vantage to it. 

The dangers to which the infurreftion of 
the troops expofed the Revolution did not 
efcape Mirabeau; be propofed the moft 
efFedlual means of obviating them ; and par- 
ticularly that ** of dilbanding the army, 
and of immediately recompofing it of the 
fame individuals according to the organiza- 
tion decreed by the National Affembly, and 

fandtioncd 
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fandlioned by the King, yet admitting only 
fiich foldiers and officers as took an oath of 
fulfilling the duties attached to their pro- 
fcffion in the manner to be prefcribed by the 
AfTembly/* This motion was greatly ap- 
plauded ; but as the important meafure 
which was the objedl of it could not take 
place till after the organization of the 
army, and there yet remained two' reports 
to be made to conclude it, it was poftponed 
till then. 

The firft articles of the plan for organizing , 
the army had been drawn up according to 
the fcheme delivered to the Military Com- 
mittee by the Minifter of War, and the Af- 
fcmbly had decreed them. By thefe it was 
fixed, that from the ift of January 1791, the 
French army was to confift of 150,848 men, 
reckoning both officers and foldiers : of this 
number 10,139 were to be artillery and en- 
gineers, and 26,000 foreign troops. The 
number of generaKofficers to be employed 
%vas limited to 94. 

It was equally neceffary to be expeditious 
in preventing or fuppreffing infurredlions in 
the ports, and on board of the fhips, as in 
the garrifons ; and the meafure propofed by 
Mirabeau was ftill lefs adapted to the navy 
• E 3 than 
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than to the army. In fa6t, the Aflembly had 
done nothing yet as to a plan of new or^ 
ganization for the navy, which was not even 
drawn up ; but they notwithftanding put an 
end to all fubordination in the fleets, on 
board the (hips, and in the ports, by abrogatt- 
ing the old maritime penal laws, under pre- 
tence of their being incompatible with the 
principles of a free conftitution, and by fub^ 
ftituting a new code which entirely ftripped 
the officers of the power of punifhing their 
men, except in ciafes of mutiny, cowardice, 
or difobedience, in prefence of an enemy. 
In no other cafe was corporal punifhment 
permitted, but by thedecifion of a naval jury ^ 
to confift of four of the delinquent's Officers, 
and three of his comrades ; and no punifh- 
ment whatever was to be inflicSted, unlefs 
determined by at leaft five votes out of feven. 
The code entitkd Penal was rather a for-r 
mal invitation to diforder anJ mutiny, and 
might more juftly have been entitled the 
code of impunity. Far from proted:ing the 
Officers from the infults and ill-treatment 
they now experienced from a clafs of men, 
from whom they had before that time receiv- 
ed only refpec!! and obedience, it expofed 
them withoiit cjefence to ali their outrages. 

Could 
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Could thofe brave Officers, fo eminent for 
their talents, and for their long and glorious 
fervices, fubmit without ftiamc, or with any 
advantage to their Country, to fo difgufting 
a ilate of degradation? certainly not; nor 
were they fuppofed capable of it ; but they 
were gentlemen, they were true to honour and 
to their King, and could not be inftrumental 
to the Revolution ; it was therefore neccffary 
to facrifice them, although the total deftru6lion 
of the French Navy muft be the confcquence 
of it; for it is not with the iea as with the 
land-fervice, and the Nation has but too 
dearly learned that the place of the beft Ge* 
neral of the army is a thoufand times more 
cafily fupplied than that of a fimple Lieute- 
nant of a man of war. And what a mo* 
ment too was it to choofe for fuch an over- 
throw! When confiderable equipments in 
England, and a difference between that Court 
and Spain obliged France to keep up a com- 
manding naval force; when the Aflembly 
themfelyes, convinced of the neceffity of 
placing our navy on the moft formidable 
footing, had decreed ** that the King (hould 
be requefted to give orders for augmenting the 
liccts io commiilion to forty.five fail of the 
E 4 line, 
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line, with a proportionate number of frigates 
and othec veflels/* 

With the new code and revolutionary Ad- 
mirals, thefe*' forty.fi ve fhips of the line 
would have been forty-five floating republics, 
of which the Englifli fleets would have com- 
pletely cleared the fca on the firft occafion. 

While the National Aflembfy, thus hur- 
ried away by the mofl: fatal delirium, were 
attacking at once all ancient inftitutions, and 
all property, were annihilating the Army* 
the Navy, the Magiftracy, and were dc^ 
fl:roying or diforganizing every thing, under 
pretence of re-conftrudling or re-orga- 
nizing all; and while the Jacobin Clubs 
were propagating throughout the kingdom 
the fermentation and alarms which agitated 
the Capital, fome moments of delight and 
comfort were experienced by worthy fpirits, 
from an addrefs fent from Bearn, which was 
didlatcd by the purcft loyalty, and nK)fl: af^ 
feding fenfibility . The objedt of the addrefs; 
was this : the Affembly having declared that 
the domains of the Crown, the forefl:s, 
cafliles, royal feats, &c, formed a part of the 
national property, had ordered them to be 
put up to fale, thofe excepted which the 

King 
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King fliould think neccflary to keep for his 
own ufc, or for that of his family* His 
Majefly had in confcquence been applied to 
for a lift of the Royal feats he thought pro- 
per to rcferve. This lift being fent to the 
Committee of the Domains, had become an 
objecft of the grofs farcafms of all the Re- 
volutionary Journalifts, and of the moft 
fcandalous declamations among the groups of 
the Palais*- Rcryal, and at the Club of Ja- 
cobins*. The good Parifians thought the 
King alked too much ; the worthy Bcamefc 
thought he did not aflc enough, and folicited 
hiita iii the moft aflfedling manner to add the 
Caftle of Pau to the lift of thofe he had re-^ 
ferved. In the addrcfs prefented to the King 
by the Deputies from Beam, the following 
exprejflion was remarked^ and re-perufcd with 

* This lift contained the following royal feats and 
domains : the Louvre, the Thuilleries, and houfes be- 
longing to them ; the Champs Elizces, Vincennes, La 
Mactte, Choify le Roi, Verfaillcs, Marly, St. Cloud, 
Meudon, St* Germaifi, with the hoUfes and. lands ap- 
peiKlant ; Fontaincbleau, Compiegne, Rambouillet, with 
the ccclefiaftical property lying within it,^ and the woods 
of the Abbaye de Barbaux, though on the other fide bf 
the water ; Chambord, the eftate of Le Pain in Nor- 
mandy, the eftate of Pompadour in Limoufin. The 
two laft eftatps weje appropriated to the breed of horfesi 

plcafure : 
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plcafurc 5 ** We renounced our Conftitution, 
becaufe your Majcfty defired it, and the hap- 
pincfs of France required it ; but the Beamefe 
are extremely grieved to fee that the cradle 
of the good King Henry i^ to be fct up to . 
fale : his caftle is dearer to them than fortune 
orjife/* 

The King, greatly afFedled by this addrcfs, 
added the Caftle of Pau to the lift, and ftruck 
out feveral others, hoping by that means to 
put an end to the infolent clamours that were 
made,, and with impunity, under his very 
windows. His Majefty wrote a letter to the 
Affembly on this pccafion in the following 
terms : 

Paris, Auguji 37. 
•* Gentlemen, 

*• You know that it was not till after I 
had been repeatedly urged by you that I in^ 
terpofed in the fettlement of my Civil Lift, 
and in the laft place that I mentioned the 
Palaces and Domains to be referved for me. 
I underftand that the lift I fent to you by 
M. de St. Prieji, containing thefe obje<5ts, 
has given grounds to mifinterprctations^ 

'• I think I have no occafion to- put you 
in mind of the little importance I attach to 
all that concems my own interefts, or my 

perfonal 
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perfonal pleafures, and how much I make 
them yield to the public intereft. , 

** I willingly relinquifh a great part of the 
places inferted, though there weie feveral 
chofen from motives of public utility, or to 
preferve agreeable walks for the inhabitants 
of Paris : but I fhall confine myfelf to the 
following. The Louvre and the Thuillcrics, 
with the houfes depending upon them, and 
which are the more neceffary for me, as my 
ufual refidence will be at Paris ; Vcrfailles, 
Fontainebleau, Compiegne, St. Cloud, St. 
Germain, and Rambouillet, with the do- 
mains and woods appendant. You will alfo 
think it very natural that I Ihould have it at 
heart to keep the Caftle of Pau, which pro- 
duces no revenue : it is impoffible for mc 
not to concur in the wifli of the inhabitants 
of Beam, that the place where Henry IF. 
was bom (hould always remain in the hands 
of his children. 

** I relinquifh alfo the ccclefiaftical pro- 
jwrty lying within the bounds of my do- 
mains, and which I thought fuitable to a 
pious foundation which I am planning. 

" As to my chafes, about which you 
have defired to know my intentions, / am 
particularly Jblicitous of enjoying no 

pleajures 



60 ANNALi OP, THE [Aug. 1790. 

pleajicres' that may be hurdenfbme to any 
of my fubjeds : I entirely truft to the ar- 
fangcraents you may think it ncceflary to 
adopt j and I beg you never to forget that 
my greateji interejis are thofe of the Na- 
tion, and the comfort of the people : it is 
thefe that qjfed me mof: ejfentiallyy and 
which I feel truly perfonaL 

(Signed) **' Louis/* 

Such was the warm afFcdtion which 
Louis XFI. conftantly manifcfted fpr his 
people, and which neither the ingratitude 
nor the crimes of that deluded Nation could 
ever weaken • I'he veil which concealed 
thofe of the 5th and 6th of Odober 1789, 
was abput to be drawn : the Committee of 
Reports had demanded in the Sitting of the 
31ft of Auguft to be authorifed to caufe the 
proceedings of the Chatelet relative to thofe 
outrages to be printed, in order to put the 
AfTembly in full pofleffion of the circum- 
ftances to enable them to decide upon the ac- 
count which was foon to be laid before them. 
It was already known what was to be the 
irefult of the Report of this Committee, en- 
tirely compofed of revolutionary fanatics, or 
villains' largely paid by the Duke of Orleans^ 
■ fo 
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fo that Miraheaa was in this rcfpe<5t per- 
fedly fafe : but he feared that if the pro- 
ceedings fhould be printed before the report, 
the fhamefulncfs of it might be fo evident as 
to render the iffue of the bufincfs very doubt- 
ful. ** Confidcr, Gentlemen/* cried he^ 
** that it will require a long time to print 
'* twelve hundred rolls of proceedings ; that 
•• this bufinefs demands the greateft dif- 
•* patch ; and that conrequently the Com- 
•* mittee (hould make their report as foon as 
** ever they, are ready to fubmit it to us. 
" They wi(h to publifli the vouchers firfl: 
«* for the information of the public : this 
** intention is upright ; but is it juft to leave 
'* the accufed for many weeks more under, I 
** will not fay anguifh, but the odious fuf- - 
•* picions caft upon them ? I cannot be fuf- 
•* pefted of iecret motives in the remon- 
** ftrances I fubmit to your juftice on this 
V point, becaufe in the end all will be 
•* known. As to that," added he with 
matchlefs effrontery, ** it is all the fame to 
** me — I fay all the fame, for my modefty 
** is not fo great as to prevent me from fee- 
•* Ing that in the arraignment and trial 
** of the Revolution I mu/l have a place.'' 
This remarkable expreffion, by which Mi- 

raheau 
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raheaii not only confcffcd himfelf guilty^ 
but gloried in it, obtained twice the general 
plaudits of the gallery, and of a great part 
of the Affembly. 

Here then we have the fecret of thofc hor- 
rid days completely difclofed, and irrevocably- 
proved* The crimes with which they were 
ftaincd can no longer be confidercd as an ac- 
cidental occurrence of the Revolution ; th^ 
entered effentially into its plant they were at 
once the principle and the means of it, and 
formed a horrible coalefcence with it, which 
will refled: an indelible Ihame upon its au- 
thors, upon their accomplices, and all their 
adherents. 

The Affembly adopted Mirdbeau^s mo- 
tion : they ordered the proceedings of the 
Chatelet to be printed, but decreed at the 
fame time that the report of the bufinefs 
fliould not be delayed on that accouirf. It 
was alfo decreed at the fame Sitting, that the 
Members who had been examined on the 
information fhould not vote on the judgment* 
This decifion was conformable to the rules* 
fo far as it concerned thofe whofe depofitions 
went to criminate, or to exculpate the two 
Deputies alluded to by the Chatelet; but 
there was evidently no canfe for it as to thofb 

v^ho 
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who had rhadc na mention, dire^ of indi* 
xe€tf of one or the other ; and the more fo, 
as the point was not to pafs a judgment on 
an accufation tried, but only to determine 
whether there were or were not grounds for 
an accufation. It is true too, that by ex- 
cluding a great many worthy and intrepid 
members from voting, the majority was 
ftill farther fecured to the Cote * Gauche, 
and this motive was doubtlefs of the gr«teft 
weight. 

On this occafion another frank remark 
cfcaped from Miraheau, which was very 
highly applauded by the Cote^Gauchc and 
the galleries, and which ought not to be 
pafled over in filence. One of the Members 
of the Affembly having propofed that it 
fhould be afcertained in the firft place whe- 
ther the King's Solicitor of the Chatelet 
had caufed the Decrees pafled in refpe<5t to 
thefe proceedings againft certain perfons to 
be put in execution or not, Miraheau re- 
plied, and twice repeated, that tlie flight of 
the witneflTes was at leafl: as probable as that 
of the accufed ; *• and yet," added he gaily, 
*• the accufed take no meafures to prevent 
the flight of the witnefles." His remark 
was but too jufl:; the witneffes in fadl in- 
curred 
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curred much more danger than the accufed : 
thefe were agents proteiSed by the Revolu- 
tion, and thofe could not fail to be obje^s 
of its vengeance* 

Of the eminent accomplices of this Re- 
Volution Mr. Necker was almdft the only- 
one it no longer protedied. At this period 
he miferably terminated his mihiftcrial ca- 
reej-, after fwallowing to the very dregs the 
bitter cup of humiliation which his foolifli 
vanity had but too much merited. He did 
not even obtain the honour of fettling the 
time of his retreat, fo pathetically announced 
for four months in the perorations of all his 
memorials. He was compelled to a preci- 
pitate flight, in order to efcape the fury of 
that very populace whofe idol he had been. 
The vexations he fuffered in the end, prefent 
too important a leffon to be neglected by 
hiftory. 

During the laft two months' of his mi- 
niftry, Mr. Necker experienced almoft every 
day the pain of finding himfelf attacked in 
the newfpapers, and in the AfTembly, fome- 
times by the bitterefl farcafms, and nobody 
bore this kind of attack lefs philofophically 
than he, and fometimes by charges more or 
lefs ferious, which ^he could not avoid an-^ 
2 fwering. 
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^fweting* ' Thus, while the wits ridieuled 

thp letter which he: fent with his account 

from the month of May 1789, to the month 

p{ May 1790, and in which he confeffed 

thatrhe coidd not anfwer for the arith- 

metical fiavt of that account of fifteen hun- 

^dred millions, and offered only to be furety 

for thermfn:al part^ the Committee of Fi- 

.jiances rejedled all his plans, the fpeakers on 

hoth fides of the houfe oppofed them, and 

the indefatigable cenfurer, Camus ^ had every 

day^ fome new quarrel to pick with Af. 

» Necker. The Minifter complained heavily 

of this, but to no purpofe, in a juftification 

which he addrefTed on , the i ft of Auguft to 

the.Aflembly : ** Every day,** faid he, 

** renders my adminiftration more painful, 

. and as the moment is at hand when I fhall 

retire from the world, and from bufinefs, I 

wifti if any charges yet remain agamft me, 

that they may be brought forward ,- I am 

afraid of no proof/* — ** Since he is going 

away,** faid the more moderate, ** let him 

go in peace.** , 

^ Mr. Necker, however, did not go, and 
^gn the rjth of the fame month he fent an- 
other memorial to the Aflembly relative to 
.the, Decrees on the. Pe;nfions. The reading 
:' Vo£. HI. F of 
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of it was frequently interrupted by mur- 
murs, which were violently incfeafed.at the 
following expiseffion: ** Is it conformable to 
your principles to beftow the difpofal of fa- 
vours on the Legiflative Body, And by lb 
doing completely enfeeble the Govemtttcnt, 
which couH not difpofe of the pettjreft 6f- 
fice ?'* There was a general cry for iht ordfeSr 
of the day ; and on the Prefident^s inviting 
the AlTembly to hear the memorial of the 
King's Minifter to the end, a Deputy of the 
Tiers-Etat oppofed it with the whole fbircfe 
of his lungs. ** We are not obliged,'* cried 
he, ** to hear thefe minifterial infolences/* 
I lowever, the I'eading of the memorial was 
continued ; but fcarcely was it 'finilhed when 
the AfTernbly palTed to the order of the day ^ 
without even doing this memorial the honour 
of referring it to one of their Committees » 
a compliment which they had hitherto paid 
to all the rtiemorials of the Minifters. The 
Prefident had at firft pronounced this ufelefs 
reference, but he was compelled by the 
loudeft remonftrances to put it to the vote^ 
and by a great majority it was determined 
that they (hould fimply pafs to the order bf 
the day. 
,Mr. Necker^ who was for ever fpeafcinjj 

of 
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^f his departure without ever btii^ able to 
put it in execution, fent aaother mefioorial 
ten days after to the Aflcmbly, relative to a 
report which he had heard that the Com* 
mittee of Finances intended to imk^; on the 
public debt, and in which they meant to 
propofe a creation of 1 8 or 1900 millions^ of 
AfR^ztB for the payment of the unfunded 
debt. He pbferved that as this plan had not 
been communicated to him, he fulfilled his 
duty towtards the State and the National Afi^ 
fembly by declaring that he had given ind 
fiipport to this naeafure, and by manifefting 
his uneafinc/s at th6^ difficulties that muft re^ 
fuitfromit. 

This memorial is certainly onie of tl\e beft 
M. Necker ever compofed. He th^re proyp* 
Cjd, by irrefragable argumoifcs fg^junded oft 
experience, on the iimplAft calculation, and 
on the moft evident principles^ jthait tb^ roea? 
fuitt projcdcd was equally unjuft and impo-» 
Htic, ^d as difaftrous to the^tate as to the 
Nation. ** Is this the time," faid fae^ '* aij'A 
are we in circumftances to flake fo da,ng^w&yi 
<hepjre&atagaifift the future? Th/eid^ofcpn- 
Ycrtiag the public di^ into Af5gns$§, ^4 *P 
cctfiiflargin it in thi? mdiwst t@ b^ 4k%)mt^S^ 

F 2 for 
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for national domains is great, but morality 
is: .ftiti greater ; and whatever departs from 
ks principles is rather a remarkable deviation 
thafna grind thought/* 
L The idea of being the creators of fo pro- 
digious a mafs of riches was too flattering to 
the vanity of many of the Members of the 
Affembly, and the covetoufnefs ^ of others 
fauilt too much hope on private fpeciilations, 
and even on the chances of extravagance 
which fo immenfe an emiflion tnight oiFer, to 
f offer either of thefe defcriptions of nien to be 
otherwife than extremely dilfetisfied with the 
Minifter's memorial. It wis heard, how* 
ever, without a murmur ; but it was no 
fooner redd through than the Affembly, with- 
out Yeferririg it to the Committee, oir payihg 
the leaft atferttion whatever to it, broke lip 
tte Sitting J i^^\ Necker's enemies obferved 
with- uneifirtefs that he had forgotten to 
motion his depatrturc, and fearing that 
he might hkvt givten up^ the thought : ^of 
k; fooDt took effedtual fleps to revive his-re-i 
fplutioft, ~- . , : .:^ 

- On the 2d of September, betweete one and 
two o'clock in the afternoon, dreadful poifey 
weee heard about the Hall^ and in the garden 
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I of the Thuilleries, where there wai^ an ifn- 
I menfe croixd, which had been aflembling 
! ever fince five o*clock in the mprning, and 
which was joihed by the permanent gr.oups- 
of the Palais Royal. The cries moft dif- 
, tinftly heard amidll their imprecations were. 
Death to De Bouille\ 3.nd difmifs the 
Minijiers. The clamours of tumuk rofe to* 
fuch a pitch, that it was feared the doors of 
the Hall would be forced ; but the National 
Guard being doubled, reprefled thofe fcdi- 
tious movements by their firmnefs, prudence; 
and activity. The fermentation appeared to 
be appeafed for fome hours; but towards 
night new riots were made, and the ftreets 
rung with vociferations. This revolutionary 
farce was only played off to frighten M.' 
Necker^ and he was completely duped by 
it. At eight o'clock at night M. de la 
Fayette fent an Aid -de- Camp to hitn,* to 
apprife him of the danger that threatened 
him, and to advife him to leave his houfei 
Accompanied by this Aid-dc-^Camp, he feft 
Paris as ftcrctly as poffible, an4 fled .for 
ihelter toJhis country-haufe at St. Ouen. His 
arriving at fo late an hour, and fo uneXH 
pc(5ledly, having caufed fome buftle in thp 

F 3 village, 
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viikge, though merely of curibfity, he was 
afraid to go to bed at home> and wandered 
the whole night in the valley of Montmo- 
ixnci. What torment icould he more dread- 
ful thkn that which he rtitift have experienced 
at this moment of horror, when, all the illu- 
fioAs of felf-love, all the chirrteras of atnbii 
lion, vanifhing like an ebipty fhadow, kft 
him a prey to his recolleiSion, his regret, his 
iierited remorfe. He could not now dignify 
hiis difgrace hy imputmg it to a court in.* 
trigue; he iv^s ignominioufly driven away 
by ^generarl cenfure, by public conterapft. He 
rfetumed to Paris the next morning, and fet 
oii^t fhat very day to go and drink the wdtears 
9t Pldnrfbieres. Before his departure, he 
finally announced his retreat to the Affembly 
by the following letter : 

•* Gentferaen, My health has long been 
In a dccHning ftate, from a continual fuc* 
ceffion of labours, atteiided with pain and 
tirieaflnefs; I neverthelefs deferred, from 
id^ to day^ a plan I had formed of taking 
^dvantagfc^ of the fine fcafon of the year td 
-go and drink tht waters, which have beca 
prefcribed liis abfoliitely ncceflaiy lor im. 

Liftening 



Liftiening only ta my zeal, I ha4 entered 
Upon ^floth^r lextraprdinary laboiir, in coip- 
^li^jCQ with the wjfH.pf the Affembly, which 
wa? lexfiref&ci to mc by the Committee of 
.Financcf; bi*t ^ retnr;i of the complaints, 
from which I was in great danger laft win- 
tefj and th? extreme urieafinefs of a wife, as 
yirtiiws as Ihe is dear to my heart, have de- 
terip^^ WP to d?lay no longer my plan of 
retreat, and of returning to the ^fy lum I 
i^uj^tted in obedience to your orders. You 
fire now appr^achipg the term of your fef- 
£ion$« aad I $^p not in a i3:ate to enter upon a 
^w careen 

^* The Affembly demanded ,of me an ac- 
count of the receipts ^d dilburfements of 
the publip treasury from the ift of July 
lyBg, %9 May 1790. It was delivered to 
them on the 21ft of July laft. 

** The Affembly have charged their Com- 

n^ittee of Finances to examine it, ajid feveral 

Mene^ers of the Committee have divided 

tljfi -worik anaoogft them^ I think they w^ould 

have already difcovertd it, if there appeared 

. ^y .exp^pce, or "other arrangement, liable to 

. qonfqrc j >^hich is t^c p»ly inquiry that ef- 

_^«(tiajly icoocfitns the Minifter; for the cal- 

F 4 culations 
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culations of the particulars, the ipfpedion 
of the vouchers, the examination of receipts, 
which neceflarily require mucH time, ai« par- 
ticularly applicable to the managepient of 
the payers, receivers, and Other pedbns ac- 
countable. .! 

** However, I offer and leave as a feCuriiy 
for my ad'miniftration my houfe in Paris, my 
count ry-houfe, and my fUnds iri the Royil 
-Treafury : the amount of thefe have long 
been 2,400,000 livres, from which I defire 
to take only 400,000 livres, as the fituatio*i 
of my affairs on quitting 'Paris- renders that 
Tum neceffary for me : the remainder I leave 
without fear under the protection of the Nation, 
I cannot but feel ah intereft in prcferving the 
remembrance of a depofit from which I think 
I derive fome honour, as I placed thofe funds 
in the Treafury at the beginning of the laft 
* war, and as through confideration to the 
continual wants of the State I never with- 
drew them, not even in the moft alarming 
circumftances, in which others had the ad^ 
miniftration of affairs* 

* * The enmity and injuftice I have expe- 
rienced gave me the idea of offering a fecu- 
rity ; but when I compare the thought wi% 

my 
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my C6ndu<9: in the kdminiftration of the 
finances, I cannot but reckon it among the 
extraordinary tirciimftances of my life, 
;o.;t: - ^; M (Signed) ** NliCKER.*^ 

** P. S. The fufFef ings I experience at 
this moment priVent my adding in this letter 
the variotis opinions which on this occafion 
I could have wiflled to have interfperfed.*' 

This letter being delivered to the Prefident 
on t)?e 3d of September, juft as the Sitting 
was abput (to Jbe adjourned, was not read till 
the day f9)lpwiiig. It was heard with in- 
difference by fome, and with unequivocal 
marks of pleafure by others; unmixed* with 
a fingle regret, a. fingle expreffion of concern 
,or eftecm for the fugitive . Mjnifter *• Th^ 
Affembly thought only of feizing his fpoils, 

* - and 



* About fifty leagues ffom Paris M. Nechryf'z% ar- 
reftedby the^,Mnnidj>ility"of Arcis oh the Aube, on fut- 
picion of attempting to 'withdraw firt)m his refponfibilaty. 
He wrote the humbled and moft refpeftful reprefentation 
to the Affembly, bcfeeching them to order that he (hould 
be fuffered to proceed upon his journey. ' His letter w^s 
read to the Affembly in the Sitting of the 4th of Septen?- 
ber, and it 'Wa^ decreed that this Municipality (houkl be 
ordered to-iet him at liberty. The Aff?;nbly at the fame 
time adopted the form of a letter to be written by thfur 
Prefident to Mr* Nuhr, and which was in thecoldcft'and 

IBOft 
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End without giving the King time io not 
mmatc a Aicceflbjr jto Mr* Neeksr^ xhsy.hoii 
mediately idecrwd that; their CpmDbitfa8c$ iof 
C«ttftititfi0n* ^nd Finances Ihould, without 
delay, prefcQt a J plan for ihc organization 
and maaagen^j&nt of the public. revenjuc 

On the fapie day the Committee of Fir>ancef 
charged to prefect a plan for the liqviid^k>n 
of the national debt publifhed a very circum- 
ftantial account of it, which is the more re- 
^uifite to be Icnown, as it ftates very accu- 
ratdy tht fituation of France at that i^ioA. 

This account is divided into ^thtee parts, 
and dhi fbHowing vs a Iketch of it. 

The feft part contains ftatements of fhc 
defet, of which the principal is funk, pro- 
vided tlie iSovernmcnt pays the intereft punc- 
tually. 

The fecond contains ftatements of the 
debt then demandable, or which would be 
njade fo by the decrees iupprBfljog all pli^ccs 
that had been purchafed* 

moft mortifying ftylc. He did not receive it till the .t«th 
of the month, when he immediately continued his jour- 
ney. He was again flopped by the people ^t Vefoul ; 
but the Municipality interfered, and on. his making the 
Decree of the Affembly knawn to them, fufferc^liim to 
depart. 

■ The 
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The third includes fbtements of the debt» 
of which the principal was. to be paid an-> 
nnally^ by virtue of agreements at fixed 
periods fettled at the time of the loans. 

The funded debt was compofed, . ift, ^ 
the anxAiities; the total amount of which 
tvas 106,324,^46. According to the Com«- 
mittee we tnay eiHmate the extinctions of 
1^^8/1789, and 1790, at 4,500,000: fo 
that on the ift of January 1791, the annuities 
muft have been reduced to 101,824,846 li- 
vres. 2d, The perpetual dividends, of which 
the total amount was 65,913,973 livrcs. 
The intoreft of the funded debt, both an^ 
nuiti^s and perpetual dividends, amounted 
then tb 167,737,819 livres. 

^ The debt, of which the principal was 

* Mr. Nuhr a(r«rtisd in a Memorial which he fent to 
the Aflembly fomc days after his departure, and whick 
was read in the Sitting of the 17th of September^ that 
\he arrears dUe'to the Departments, the offices of 
the magtftracy, and the military houfes df the King, 
Qoaen, ^md Princes, were tbt only debts demandabU^ 
^nd of which the liquidation might be begun without 
delay. He refuted the Committee's plan, and propofcd 
inftead of a creation of two thoufandmilliorrs of Af« 
Cgnits, to confine (hcoifelves to admitting in. payment 
3fer Aitiotial pflDperty all public contrafts aod fecuritiet 
relating to die oatiaaal ddbt. 

to 
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to be paid, included in theJCecond part of the 
Gommittee's account, was compofed,' ift, 
df the rent-charges granted by the clergy, the 
payment of which was* thought indifpchfabJe 
by the Committee to give validityito the. fale 
of the eftates on which they were iccurcd* 
The principal of thefe rent-charges was 
149,434,469 livres, and the intereft 5,833,1 26 
livres, that is, 1,638,597 livres and 9fol$ 
under what it woidd have been at 5 per cent. 
- 2dly, Of the price paid for the offices of 
the magiftracy now fupprefled, 'which the 
Committee eftimated zt 450,000,000 livres; 
and of which the intereft paid by the Trea- 
sury was only 9,353,160 livres, that is, 
13,146,840 livres lefs than "it; would have 
been at the rate of 5 per cent^^' ^-- - 

3dly, Of the price paid for the offices of 
Finance, amounting to 118,143,885 livres, 

4thly, Of fecurities for money^ of which 
the principal amounted to 203,40 1,400 livres, 

5thly, Of the money paid for the em- 
ployments in the houfehold of the King, 
Queen, and Princes; ainounting to the fum 
of 52,000,000 livres. 

.. 6thly, Of the money p^id for the military 
employments and polls, the principal of 
which was 35,121,984 livres. *. . . : 

ythly, 
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, ythly;. Of the money paid foa: Gotcnv 
npents and Lieutenantci^s of Provinces, of 
which the principal was 3,783,150 Jivrcs. 
- 8thly, Of the compenfation for the im- 
propriatiofis of feudal tithes, eftinaated by 
the Committee at a hundred millions. 

yt\Ay^ Of the part of the reimburfements 
at certain periods become diie, eftimatfed as a 
principal of 107,856,925 livres* 

lOthly, Of the arrears of the Depart- 
ments, of which the principal Was.eftimated 
at the fum of 1 20,000,000 livres. 

The total then of thefe ten articles of the 
dcmandable debt was It339»74ij8i3 livres. 

The third part, including the debt of 
%vhich the printipal was to be paid annually 
by virtue of agreements at fixed periods, 
amounted altogether to 538,274,921 livres. 
It was compofed, ift, of the loan of Sep- 
tember 1789 — 5i>939>768 livres. 2dly, Of 
the loans of Holland and Genoa, 18,330,970 
livres. 3dly, Of the advances made by the 
farmers of Sceaux and ofPoifTy, 902,675 
livres. 4thly, Of the loans nearly due, 
390,101,508 livres. 5thly, Of the annuities 
of the notaries and of the Caijje d'EfcomJttey 
77,000,000 livres. 

Thus the debt to be paid amounted in the 
\\H ' whole 
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whole to 1,878,16,734 livTcs : upon which 
I (hall only obferve, that the eight firf^ ar^ 
ticles of the fecond chapter, which amounts 
cd to l^,l 1 1,834,888^ livres, were not dc- 
mandable debts till rendered fo by the fpoi^ 
liations and fupprefEons refulting from the 
Decrees of the Aflembly; and that the re- 
imburfemcnt of them, at a time Mrhen money 
was at leaft at 5 per cent, added to the mafs 
of intereft which the State had to pay, 1&9 on 
the article of the rents granted by the Clergy, 
1 >638,597 livres 9 fol$ ; 2dly, on the offices of 
the magiftracy, 13,146,840 livres ; 3dly, on 
the impropriations of feudal tithes, 5,000,000 
livres : in the whole, 19,785,437 livres 
9 fols. And this was what thofe gentlemen 
called rejloring the finances ! 
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CHAPTER XXX. 



Arts iifed by the Jacobins in exciting In- 
Jitrre^ions — They are denounced to the 
AJemhlj-^The irifufficiency of the Mea- 
Jitres ddofited — Infurredion at Brejh — 
Irru/ition of fome Thoufands of Bri- 
gands into the Parle of Verfailles-^The 
King determines to give up his Hunt 
-—Condud of the AJembly on that Occa- 
Jlon^^The King's Anfwer — Vexatious 
'Proceedings <f the ' Committee of In- 
quiTy^Arr&ft: of Madame de Perfan — 
Pretended Cmj'piracy at Turin — Camli 
at Jales^Pktn for Liquidation cf the 
National Debt-^ExtraordintiTy ProjeS 
-propofed by M. d^EfpPem^nil on th^ 
oceajihn^lt^port upon the Proceedings 
■Of the ChatHet concerning the Outrage 

of 
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of the Gth of Odoher — 3f. de Bonnai 
refutes the Calumnies which the Re^ 
porter thought proper to introduce 
again/i the Gardes du Corps — Mira^ 
heau*s Def ence ^—, Motion^ hy M. de 
Montlauzier and the Ahhe Maury-^ 
The Cote-Droit take no part in the De- 
hate — The AJfembly declare that there 
are no Grounds for Acciifation againji 
the Duke of Orleans, or Mirab'edu — 
Nohle Condud of the Queen. 

1 HE fcditious movements which hadxpm- 
pelled the Mirvifter at the head of the Fi- 
nances to take flighty were very foon ap- 
peafed after his departure. But as they Had 
not been preceded by any apparent caufe, 
or any circumftance of a nature to irritate 
ihe people, no perfon doubted but that this 
fermentation, evidently a contrived one, 
was raifed by the enemies of Mr. Necker ; 
that is to fay, by the .principal n^em- 
bers of the Cotc-^Gauche, aided by the 
Club of Jacobins, who conduiSed the de- 
pdrtmentofinfurredions. TJie arts, ufed to 
Droduce it weVe very fraiple, and atte^^ded 
with very little expence. Duliont de Ne- 
mours expoied apd denounced tlym,, tq.jthe 

Affernbly 
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Affembly in the Sitting of the 7th of Sep- 
tember. The day and place where the in- 
furreiSlion was to break out were announced 
{>ublicly feveral days before-hand, fome- 
times in the Revolutionary Journals, fome* 
times by bills polled up in the Fauxbourgs, 
the public gardens, and other places, and 
which were frequently fent to a great dif- 
tance, according to the degree of force they 
wifhed to give to the commotion. The fol- 
lowing was the form of thofe placards, 
which were alfo often diftributed as hand- 
bills under the title of Advice to the People, 
to the Patriots, &c. &c. &c. 

*' There will happen on fuch a day at 
** ..... a great commotion . . . . • 

** aflaffinations a rich pillage, 

^^ preceded by a manual diftributfon 
** for the fubaltem chiefs, for tried 
^* men/' &c. &c. 

This advertifement was fufficient to fet in 
motion all the brigands to whofe knowledge 
It came; they repaired to the appointed 
place, and mixed with the groups already 
formed by 30 or 40 mob-orators, chofen 
from amongft the moft violent, and by fome 

Vol. III. G hundreds 
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hundreds of noify bawlcrs hired for the oc- 
cafioiij and who were fobn joined by the 
crowd of idlers and blockheads who form 
the rabble of great towns. The patriotic 
gratuity to Jianch followers was commonly 
half-a-crown, or iiveL fhillings, according to 
their fituation.and fervices. In extraordinary 
cafes it was doubled. Trufty agents min- 
gling with the crowd alfo invited fuch as had 
joined for amufement, or who were volun- 
teers, to add their clamours to the vocifera- 
tions of the infurgent groups, and offered 
them twelve livres to engage in the bufinefs. 
Several depofitions, taken at the Mayor^s^ 
office, and by the Officers of the National 
Guard, ftated that in the infurre6lion of the 
2d of September this offer had been made to 
niany worthy perfons, who had followed the 
multitude out of curiofity; and that the 
twelve livres had even been thruft into the 
hands of feveral without any anfwer being 
required. 

The Affembly, upon the formal denun- 
ciation of thefe circumftances, paffed a De- 
cree, ordering profecutions to be inftituted 
in all the Courts againft certain perfons, 
who, on Thurfday the 2d of September, had 
made motions for affaffination under the 

windows 
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windows of the National Aflembly ; againft 
the inftigators of thofe motions ; and againft 
thofe who had diftributed money for that 
purpofe. 

By the fame Decree the Municipal Offi- 
cers of Paris wtsr ordered to attend carefully 
to the execution of the Decrees paffed by the 
Aflembly for the maintenance of order and . 
public tranquillity. It was but too evident, 
however, that the old Courts, long rendered . 
obnoxious to the people as being filled with 
Ariftocrats and enemies of the Revolution, 
and now having but a fhort time to exift, 
would not have the imprudence to expofe 
thcmfelves without neceflity to frefli refent- 
ments, and perhaps even to great dangers, by 
commencing profecutions and informations 
which they could not flatter themfelves they 
Ihould be able to terminate, and which 
their fucceflbrs, in their hafte to render them- 
felves popular, would not fail to fet afide. 
Befides, what zeal againft infurredlions could 
be expedled from that Commune, who, 
making a diftin6tion between the crimes of 
the 5th of Odlober and thofe of the day fol- 
lowing, had even at the very time the eflFron- 
tcry to extol the former, and to accufe the 
Chatelet, who had combined both days in 

G 2 its 
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its proceedings, of arraigning the Revolution. 
It was therefore very evident, that notwith- 
ftandin^ the Decree of the Aflembly, ihfur- 
redlions could neither, be prevented nor 
quelled; and of courfe they fpread and 
broke out in every part of the kingdom with 
greater violence than ever. I Iball confine 
myfelf to fuch as particularly attraded the 
attention of the Aflembly. 

At Breft, the continual riots of the (hip- 
wrights caufed the greateft uncafinefs. Four 
galley-flaves were arrtfted at the moment 
they were going to fet fire to the arfenal : 
They had made their way into the ftore- 
houfe that contained the pitch and tar, and 
upon them was found a falfe key, a file, and 
two bundles of matches* Scarcely had the 
fhip Le Leopard, in which the General Af- 
fembly of St. Domingo had efcaped, entered 
Breft, when its crew communicated the fpi- 
rit of diforder and revolt with which it was 
infeded to all the {hips of the fquadron lying- 
in the harbour. In a fhort time the failors, 
turning the King's orders, the new code, and 
the Decrees of the Aflembly into ridicule, 
refufed to obey their Officers, and infulted 
them mofl: grofsly. *• The ftrongeft arc to 
make the laws,*' fa id they, ** and wq arc 
1 the 
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the ftrongeft. Five la Nation! Away 
with the Ariftocrats, to the lantern !'* They 
eredted a gallows at the door of Af . de Ma- 
rignyy an Officer of high rank in the Navy, 
as eftimable for his talents, courage and bra- 
very, as for the energy of his character. 
M. D^ Albert de RiomSy who had the com- . 
mand of the fquadron, having tried in vain 
every means with the moft moderate to bring 
them to rcafon, quitted his (hip, and went 
afliore. As he flepped into the boat, feveral 
of the feamen called to the cockfwain to 
overfet her. M. de Marigny gave in his 
refignation, and applied for a court-martial ; 
and M. B' Albert wrote to the Minifter, that 
he abfolutely faw no other means of reftoring 
order at Breft, than by fending thither a 
Commillion, compofed of Members of the 
National Affembly. 

The Affembly, who, upon all occafions of 
this kind, had but two modes of proceeding, 
the one to declare themfelves deeply affiided, 
the other to hcjiijlly enr^aged, though their 
grief was as little affe(Sing as their indigna- 
tion formidable, adopted the latter of thefe 
modes in the prefent cafe, and decreed that 
the King Ihould be entreated to order that 
profecutions according to law fhould be com- 

G, 3 menced 
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menced againfl the principal authors of the 
infurreftion, and againft thofe who had in-' 
fulted M. Marigny and their Officers. This 
.was fending them before a maritime jury, by 
which their accomphces would be their 
judges ; and it would have been as well not 
to have brought them to a trial. The Af- 
fembly did not judge it neceflary or proper to 
fend a deputation to Breft, as propofed by 
M. D' Albert ; they contented themfelves 
with decreeing ** that the King fliould be 
** requefted to appoint two Civil Commif- 
'* fioners, who fhould be authorifed to 
** take as aifociates two Members of the 
** Municipality of Breft, in. order to con- 
** fult upon what further meafures might 
** be neceflary for the re-eftablifhment of 
*' difciplinc and fubordination in the fleet, 
" and of order in the town of Breft.** 

The CommiflSoners could apply no re- 
medy : they were no more refpedted than the 
Officers, and a fortnight afterwards M/ 
D' Albert was obliged to give in his re- 
Agnation. 

September I4thr\ About the fame period^ 

two or three thoufand brigands, armed with 

muflcets and clubs, forced the inclofures of 

tlie Great Park of VerfailleSj threatened the 

2 Palace, 
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Palace, and committed all manner of havoc^ 
not only in the King's liberties, but upon . 
all the property within the Park. 

The Municipal Officers of Verfailles de- 
nounced thefe diforders, which had lafted 
four days, to the Affembly, and entreated 
them to employ the moft efFecStual means to 
put a flop to them. In the mean time they 
were informed that the King ha^ come 
to a refolution to give up his Hunt. The 
Fadlious, ever ready to impute to the enemies 
of the Revolution the excefTes which were 
the confcquencfes of it, did not on the prc- 
fent occafion forego their ufual arts ; they 
even pretended that the troubles at Verfailles 
were connedled with thofe at Brefl, Nancy, 
and other places ; that they had all of them 
been preceded and excited by diflributions pf 
money, for the fole purpofe of fullying a, 
Revolution the mpA important, the mofl fa- 
lutary, the mofl happy. The idea of the 
King's giving up his Hunt was equally at- 
tributed by Charles de Laineth to ** per- 
^' fidious counfellors, whofe aim/* faid he, 
*• was to create difgufl in the breafl of every 
** Frenchman to the National Affembly, by 
** making him believe that they wiflied tq 
•* deprive a King, whom they love, of an 

G 4 •* exercifc 
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*' exercife in which h« had always taken 
•* great pleafure/* He propofed,. in con- 
fequence, to add to the Decree which the 
Aflembly were about to pafs relative to the 
difturbances at Verfailles, an article enjoin^ 
ing the Prefident to w^it ypon the King, and 
entreat him not to give up his Hunt ; to affurc 
him that the Aflembly would ufe the whole 
force of the law in fupport of the pcrfonal 
enjoyments of the Monarch ; and that they 
ihould be very forry to find his Majefty fore- 
going them. In this manner was the Decree 
finally drawn up, which, from the known 
principle of thofe who fupported it, and 
from its being almofl: unanimoufly adopted, 
was fufpedted of hypocrify. But there was 
no appearance of it in the fpeech which the 
Prefident of the Aflembly (Bureau de 
Pux^J the fame day made to the; King, in 
prefcnting him the Decree : I fliall only cite 
from it the following exprcflions. 

** The National Aflembly, grieved at the 
?* determination which your Majefl:y has 
** taken to deprive yourfelf of fome of the 
f* amufements which afforded you recreation 
♦' and pleafure, dare to hope. Sire, that you 
** will felinquifti the thought of this facri- 
♦t fice, highly hpnourable indeed to you, 

*• but 
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* but which would be too painful to an 

* afFcdlionate people, whofe happinefs i? 

* infeparable from the perfonal fatisfadtion 
f of the King. Deign, Sire, to give the 

* Reprefentatives qf the Nation an inefti- 

* mable token of your confidence and good-^ 

* nefs by fandlioning this Decree, which 

* contains a proof of their anxiety to pleafe 

* you: and, Sire, we conjure you not to 

* judge by the cautious and formal terms 

* which conftitute the ftyle of the law of the 

* degree of folicitude felt by the National 

* Affembly, that you fhould yield to a wifli 

* didlated by the pureft refped, attachment, 

* and aiFedion for the perfon of your Ma- 

* jefly/* The King replied with his ufual 
candour, ** that as he had not taken the di- 

verfion of hunting for a year paft, and 
as he did not intend it for fome time to 
come, he had thought himfelf bound in 
the mean time to favc the expenccs at* 
^ tending his Hunt j but that hereafter, when 
his heart was more at reft, he fhould re- 
fume it/* 

The printing of this anfwer and the Pre- 
fidcnt*s fpeech was voted. unanimoufly, either 
out of refpciSt and in token of approbation, 
or to make the people believe that the un- 

eafinefs 
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cafinefs experienced by the King was not to 
be imputed to the Aflembly, but to the ene- 
mies of the Revolution. And where were the 
enemies of this horrible Revolution ! As yet 
it could be faid only to have had vidlims ; for 
thofe who were diffatisfied with it were with- 
out means, without leaders near them, with- 
out a rallying point j they were befides kept in 
check by the King*s fituation, and could not 
be confidered, whatever their number, as 
real and effedive enemies. Theydetefted the 
Revolution as lambs do wolves, and made as 
little refiftance to it : yet they were not the 
lefs conftantly watched, purfued, accufed, 
and arrefted, through the indefatigable dili- 
gence of the emiffaries of the Committees of 
Inquiry, upon the flighteft, and- often upon 
the moft groundlefs information. A letter 
written horn Turin by the Abbe de Cordon^ 
a Piedmontefe, Count de Lyon, to the young 
Marchionefs de Perfarij was found about the 
15th of Auguft in one of her pockets, which 
had been fcnt to be walhed, and was kept for 
three weeks by the perfon who waflied for 
her, whofe name was Cuff', and who could 
not read. At the end of that time this per- 
fon ihewed it to fome goflips in the neigh*^ 
bourhood to make out the meaning of it, and 

they^ 
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they, after reading it, gave the patriotic 
counfel of depofiting it with the diftrift. 
Cuff made no fcruple . of committing this 
treacherous adtion, which in former times 
would have been feverely punifhed, and at- 
tended with the lofs of cuftomcrs ; but which, 
in the new fyftem of things, was calculated 
to gain the wretch not only a large pecuniary 
reward, but alfo the protedion and cuflom 
of the zealous patriots. 

This letter was no fooner depofited with 
the Diftridt, than it was fent to the Com- 
mittee of Inquiry, who imrnediately dif- 
patched their fatellites to feize Madame 
de Perfarij and her papers, and to bring 
her befdre the Committee; who, having 
examined her, fent her back to her own 
houfe under a ftrong guard, and fpent the 
whole night in drawing up a moft alarming 
report, to be prefented next day, upon the 
dreadful plot contrived at Turin with the 
Abbe de Cordon. The reporter (Voidel) 
ftated no other grounds for fufped:ing the 
exiftence of this plot than the letter in qucf* 
tion j and particularly the following expref- 
fions in it. 

** The further we proceed, and the nearer 
** we approach the blow, the more dangerous 

•* will 
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*' will it be to receive the fhock. The mine 
** is daily charging, and I fhall be able to 
^* inform you when the explofion will take 
** place. The crafh it will make is incal- 
** culable, but cxpedl it, and take your pre- 
** cautions in time to avoid being ftruck. 
** This is all as your friend I can at prefent 
** fay to you/* 

Madame de Perjan being interrogated 
concerning this letter, declared that it was an 
anfwer to a queftion which fhe had put to the 
Abbe de Cordon concerning the projeds of 
Sardinia. Could the Committee of Inquiry, 
who were accurately informed of every thing 
that had the leaft reference to the Revolution 
by their own innumerable fpies, and by the 
cmiffaries fpread by the Jacobin Club through^ 
out Europe, have been ignorant of this con- 
fpiracy, had any fuch in reality exifted ? 
Could fo forniidable a mine have been charged 
in Piedmont ? Could the immenfe prepara- 
tions neceffary on the occafion be made fo 
fecretly, that nothing fhould tranfpire during 
fix weeks but what was revealed by the trea-' 
chery of the perfon who waflied for Madame 
de Perfan^ In a word, is it not evident 
that this ridiculous confpiracy, whether men- 
tioned fcrioufly or in jejft by the Abbe de 

Cordon^ 
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Cordon, had no exiftence but in his letter, no 
foundation but that of a fimple conjedture. 

The Aflembly neverthelefs took the report 
on this affair, which was laid before them 
by the Committee of Inquiry, into ferious 
confideration ; and decreed that the Prefident 
Ihould wait upon the King to requeft that he 
would give orders to the Chatelet to proceed 
againft the Abbe de Cordon as being privy 
to a plot againft the public liberty, and to 
profecute the authors, abettors, adherents,^ 
and accomplices of the faid plot. 

It was ordered by the fame Decree that 
Madame de Perfan ftiould not leave Paris 
till fhe had made her depofition, and given 
fecurity to appear perfonally at the trial, if 
there fhould be occafion. 

Notwithftanding this Decree, the Com- 
mittee continued to keep Madame de Perfan 
under arreft in her own houfe, and fhe was 
obliged to apply for a new Decree in order 
to obtain her liberty. 

The Committee of Inquiry would not have 
attached fo much importance to this affair, 
but that they doubtlefs flattered themfelves to 
find in the confpiracy of Turin the fource 
of another confpiracy, which they had de- 
nounced 
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notmccd two days before ; for this unhappy 
Committee, fleeping or waking, were con- 
tinually haunted with confpiracies. They 
perceived this new one in the refolutions of 
the federate camps at Jales, in the depart- 
^ ment of Ardeche, or rather in the impru- 
dent commentaries made upon them by fome 
anti-revolutionary Jojirnalifts, and in the 
foolifli hopes which they attached to their 
being put in practice. 

Thefe famous refolutions were entered into 
at the Caftle of Jales, near which the Na- 
tional Guards of the departments of Ardeche, 
Herault, and Lozere, had been affembled and 
encamped, for the purpofe of folemnly re- 
newing, as an embodied army, the oath 
taken at the Federation. After the ceremony, 
the Staff Officers, the federate Committee, 
the Mayors, the Municipal Officers, and 
many deputies from the army, met in the 
caftle, and refolved : 

** 1. That the citizens detained in the 
** prifons of Nifmes fince the troubles which 
** had agitated that city, fhould be removed 
** from the department of the Card, and 
** immediately tried, according to the ordi- 
** nary courfe of the laws, that they may 

** be 
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•* be puniftied if guilty, and reftored to the 
•* community if innocent. ^ 

*^ 2. That full reparation fhould be made 
•* for the loflcs occafioned by thofe troubles, 
. «• 3. That the Natipnal Affembly and the 
*' King fhould be entreated to remove the 
•/ regiment of Guienne from Nifmes, where 
** they were in garrifon. 

** 4. That the Catholics of Nifmes, and 
** of the department of the Gard, fhould be 
** reinflated in all their rights as French ci- 
** tizens, which they fhould freely and 
*' peaceably enjoy while they conformed to 
*• the Decrees of the Reprefentatives of the 
** Nation fandtioned by the King, and that 
** their arms fhould be reflored to theip. 

** 5. That there fhould be fent a conci- 
** liatory deputation to the Staff Officers and 
** miembers of the National Guard of Mont- 
•* pellier to receive inflrudlions. from them 
** relative to the affairs of Nifmes, and to 
**" adt together with the fame wifdom they 
'* had hitherto difplayed for the purpofe of 
** finally re-eflablifliing good order in the 
** faid city. 

** 6. That if the plan of conciliation pro- 
•* pofed, by the army fhould not have the 
** fuccefs they might expcft, they fhould 

*• entreat 



06 ANNALS OF THE [Scf. 17^. 

* entreat the National Affembly and the 

* King to interpofe their paternal and fu- 

* preme authority to eftablifh and render 

* juftice to all who. (hall claim it. 
*' 7. That the Committee of the Camp 

* of Jales fhould be permanent ; that they 

* Ihould be increafed, and the members 

* changed according to the wiflx of the elec- 

* tors; that they fhould take cognifance 

* of the different petitions made, or to be 

* made, by the members of the army ; that 

* they fhould endeavour to reconcile the dif- 

* agreements which may arifc amongfl 
' them ; and finally, that they fhould be a 

* central point for all the federated National 

* Guards, corrcfpondingconcerningall things 

* relative to the Federation, the whplc with 

* the approbation of the department of Ar- 

* deche in all things within its jurifdidtion ; 

* and that the expences of the Committee 

* fhould be defrayed by the whole tlcpart- 

* ment/' 

The firfl articles of thefe refolutions were 
inconfiflent with fome claufes in the decrees 
which had been pafTed relative to the troubles 
of Nifmes; but it was evidently without 
malice or evil intent that the Committee of 
JaliEs, who feemcd to have forgotten or mif- 

underflood 
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underftood thofe decrees, had adopted wifer, 
jufter, and more conciliatory meafures than 
thofe of the Affembly, whofe fupreme power 
they did not the lefs acknowledge and refped*, 
and to whofe authority they •folemnly pro- 
fefled the moft perfedt fubmiffion. 

All thefcx teftimonies of refpedt, of de- 
ference, and of entire confidence in the Na- 
tional Affembly, were confidered by the 
Committee of Inquiry only as a deceitfijil 
Jhow, a perfidious and artful majk^ con- 
cealing the formal intention of difob eying, 
of raijing commotions in all the defiart^ 
ments, and of renewing thefcenes of hor- 
ror which the AJfemhly had before la^ 
mented^. 

But it was the laft article that particularly 
contained the grand plot; for it tended to 
cftablifti, under the title of Federal Com- 
mittee, a very refpedable club, compofed 
of the true friends of order, of peace, and 
even of the Conftitution ; not one like that 
of the Jacobins, which only bore the title, but 
on the contrary one in conftant and effedtual 
oppofition with its principles, intrigues > and 
manoeuvres, which only tended to the fub- 

* Report of M. d< SiUeryy in the Sittings of Sept. 7, 

Vol. III. H verfion 
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verfion of all monarchial inftitutions, of all 
property, and to the diffolution of all focial 
order. Unhappily the Committee of In- 
quiry, and moft of the Deputies of the Cote-- 
Gauche^ were members of the Club of Ja- 
cobins, and confequently much interefted in 
ftifling in its birth fo dangerous a rival as the 
Federal Committee, which might very foon 
have become the rallying point of the Federates 
of all the National Guards of the kingdom. 
We may judge how much the whole Aflem- 
bly was alarmed at it by the extraordinary 
feverity of the Decree which they unanimoufly 
adopted upon the motion of the Committee 
of Inquiry. They did not content themfelves 
with declaring the refolutions of the Camp 
at Jales null, unconftitutional, and criminal in 
the eye of the law, &c. nor with forbidding 
the Federal Committee to meet, and all the 
National Guards of the kingdom to form any 
federate camp ; but they ordered that the au- 
thors, abettors, and inftigators of thofc re- 
folutions fhould be profecuted in the refpec- 
tive jiirifdidtions to which they belonged. 

To this extreme rigour the moft benign in- 
dulgence fuddenly fucceeded, when thequef- 
tion turned upon reprefling the popular infur- 
regions, the outrages and innumerable excefl'es 
^ that 
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that every where invaded the public tranquil- 
lity, and prevented not only the receipt of the 
feigneurial dueSireferved till redeemed, but 
alfo the circulation of grain, and the gather- 
ing of the taxes. In feveral villages gallowfes 
were eredted to frighten thofe who were 
willing to pay their rents or fines due to their 
lords. M. de St. Prieji wrote on the part- 
of the King to the Prefident, to defire him 
to inform the Aflembly of thefe outrages, of 
the demand made by feveral departments for 
troops of the line, and of the impoflibility 
of fending a fufficient number to all the places 
where their prefence would be neceffary, 
which could be remedied only by a fpeedy 
augmentation of the Mar6chauir6e, and by 
the organization of the National Guards. 
The Aflembly did not on this occafion de- 
clare themfclves tithtr jujily enraged, or 
deeply ctfflided. It judged that thefe difor- 
« derS could only be the confequence of their 
Decrees not being executed, and of the ig- 
norance of the people of the real meaning 
of them. The Deputy Merlin went flill far- 
ther, he law in the Minifler's ftatement an 
intaition to (hackle and retard the progref$ 
of the Conftitution. ** The agents of the 
" Executive Power,*' faid he, ** muft be 

H « " taught 
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*' taught theif duty. We are not to ad: for 
** them. The Decrees are extremely clear; 
*' let the letter upon which we are dcli- 
'• berating be fent back to the Minifter who 
'* wrote it, and let the Executive Power give 
*' orders to the different Courts and Ma- 
"^giftrates to execute the Decrees of the 
*• National Affembly.'* The Abb6 Maury 
in vain reprcfented that no kind of affiftance 
could at tiiat time 6e expelled from Courts 
entirely compofed of lawyers afpiring to 
places in the new judicial arrangements ; that 
the fear of difpleafing the people, by whom 
they were to be ele<fted, rendered it impoflible 
to obtain any kind of juftice; that, Jbefides, 
the duty of thefe Courts was confined to the 
commanding of obedience to the Decrees, 
but ihat to prevent men in arms from vio- 
lating them it was neceffary to have a fupe- 
rior force at command ; and that they fliould 
hailen to organize the public ftrength which 
no longer exifted, becaufe, without it, it was 
abfolutely impoflible to enforce the Decrees. 
He might alfo have added, that firice the difufe 
of the Parliaments *, the inferior Courts had 

loft 

• There only remained the Chamhres des Vacations^ 
whofc final diflblution was fixed for the 30th of Septcm- 

/ bcr 
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loft that refpedl, and that faUitary influence, 
which they formerly enjoyed when their au- 
thority was infpedled, guided, and protected 
hy thofe ancient fupreme Courts, whofe me- 
rited pofleflion of regard and confidence al- 
ways infured them the power and the fub- 
miffion neceflary for the maintenance of pub- 
lic order. All thefe confiderations made 
much lefs impreffion upon the Aflembly than 
the impertinencies of Merlin, whofe opinion 
they adopted; and ordered^ in confequcnce 
that M. de St. Prieji's letter ftiould be re- 
ferred to the Executive Power, in order to 
enforce the Decrees fandtioned by the King. 

Thefe frequent denunciations of imaginary 
plots, as well as of real infurre<flions, not 
only in Ftance but in all her colonies, did 
not prevent the Aflembly from employing 
moft of the Sittings in the month of Sep- 
tember in the difcuflion of the plan of the 
Committee of Finances for the liquidation 
of the National Debt by an emiflion of two 
thoufand millions of Aflignats. 

ber in all the PaHiaments of the kingdom, except that of 
Paris, whofe Chambre des Facations was prorogued to the 
15th of Oftober following. — (Decree of the 6th of Sep- 
tember J790.) 
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Mr. Necker had already forcibly repre- 
fented the difaftrous and inevitable confc- 
quences of fo mad a mcafure, and principally 
the total difappcarance of fpccie, the ruinous 
manoeuvres of ftock-jobbers, and the exor- 
bitant price of provifions and other neceflary 
articles of life. The beft-informed and moft 
prudent Members of the Aflembly were all 
of his opinion j but the plan of the Com- 
mittee being fupported by Miraheau, the 
Cotc-Gauche^ the Jacobins, and confequently 
by the populace, could not fail of fuccefs. 
The Decree was going to be put to the vote, 
when M. d'Efpremenil, who had endea- 
voured in vain to fpeak on the preceding days, 
afccnded the tribune, and addrefled the Af- 
lembly. ** Being aware,** faid he, "that 
** the debate is clofed, I fhall read my plan 
** for a Decree without making any obfer- 
" vat ions upon it, and I entreat you to liften 
^ to it without interruption.** 

** The Plan of a Decree for retrieving the 
finances, paying off the National Debt, 
and re-eftablifhing tranquillity. 
** The National Aflembly, always ani- 
mated with zeal for the public good, and 
warned by experience that peace is not 

'' to 
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** to be obtained whilft fufpicions, well or 
'* ill-founded, keep a part of the citizens 
** from their country, decree as follows : 

'' The Caije dl^comfite fhall refume its 
*• original operations. The 400 millions of 
** Affignats decreed (hall be employed as at 
*.* iirft propofed, and 600 millions more 
♦* created without intereft, reckoning from 
*' the 15th of Oiftober: thofe already created 
** fliall ceafe to bear intereft. On the 15th 
*' of January next the Caifje (VEfcompt^ 
** Ihall pay in ready money, and keep iheir 
** office open; and all the funds lodged in 
** the faid Caijfe fhall be compofed of the 
** fums hereinafter mentioned. 

** The Nation accepts, through the me- 
•' dium of the Aflembly, the fum of 40C? 
** millions offered in the name of the Clergy. 
*^ The religious communities (hall fumi(h 
*• an extraordinary aid to the State out of 
** their revenues during (ix years, the amount 
•* of which (hall be agreed upon between 
'* them and the King. 

*• All the property tha^t belonged to the 
'• Clergy, as well fecular as regular, (hall 
*« be rc(lorcd to them. The fecular Clergy 
** (liall remain authorifed to open all 
*• loans nece(rary to make up the promifed 

H 4 ** fums, 
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** fums, according tb the regulations which 
*' (hall be fixed by the King's Letters-Patent. 
'* The religious communities may alfo open 
** loans according to the fame forms. 

** All Officers, civil and military, fupe- 
** rior and inferior, fhall furnifli a fupply to 
** the Finance. The Officers and Agents 
'* (Employes J of Finance, (hall furnifh a 
** fupply out of their falaries. All foci- 
** eties, communities, and corporations fhall 
** alfo furnifh a fupply to the Finance. 

** Juflice fhall take its former courfe, and 
*• the titles of the Officers fhall be provi- 
** fionally transferable. 

** Excepting perfonal fervices, the citi- 
" zens fhall be re-eflablifhed in all their 
^* property. 

** The patriotic contribution fhall not be 
** compulfory. 

*' All the old duties, except thofe of the 
•' Gabelle and of feudal tenure, fhall be ga- 
** thered as formerly: the Courts fhall at- 
'* tend to the execution of this Decree. 

* * A fufficient quantity of the funds arifing 
** from thefe different aids fhall be lodged at 
** the Caijfe d'EJcompte, to make good its 
** payments ; the detail of its operations are 
** not to be put in execution till after they 
2 ** are 
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** are concerted between the Minifter and 
** the Direflors of the Caiffe d^Efcompte. 

** All pecuniary privileges fhall remain 
•• abolifticd. 

** All the annuities at 4 per cent, (hall fuf- 
** fer the deduftion of a tenth, 

** The debt in arrear (hall be divided into 
** two clafles, the firft fhall be paid the year 
** following by twelve equal payments, the 
** fecond (hall be funded at five per cent. 

*• A Sinking Fund (hall be eftabli(hed, 
** compofed of the fums arifing by the ex- 
** tiniSion of the annuities. 

** If thefe taxes prove ihfufKcient, they 
•* may be augmented fo many pence in the 
** pound of exifting taxes as may be foimd 
** necefTary. 

** The Decree which ordered the alienation 
** of the Royal Demefnes (hall be confidered 
*' as if it had never taken place. 

•* The Provoft-Marfhal'sjurifdiaion fhall 
•• be re.eftabli(hed. 

** The Marcchau(ree (hall be augmented a 
** third. 

** The Princes of the Blood (hall be en- 
** treated to return into the kingdom; the 
** other abfent citizens (hall be invited to do 

«* the 



\ 
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** the fame, and (hall be put under the pro* 
*• tedion of the law. 

** The Committees of Inquiry of the Na- 
** tional AiTembly, of the town, and all thofe 
•* which may be eftabliflied in the kingdom, 
** Ihall be abolilhed. 

** The National Affembly, dcfiring that 
** even the remembrance , of the troubles, 
** which, during a twelvemonth, havcdefo- 
** lated the kingdom, ftiould be effaced, 
•• fhall implore the King to grant a general 
•* amnefty. 

** The prefent Decree Ihall be carried to 
^* the foot of the Throne by the National 
** AlTembly in a body. 

" The King Ihall be entreated to give an 
** immediate fandlion thereto, by affuring 
•* him that there is not a Frenchman who is 
** not ready to make all the facrifices it 
** mentions, 

** The Affembly, when they leave the 
** King, (hall go and pay their refpeifls to 
** the Queen. In all the pari(h churches the 
•• Te Deum (hall be fung as a thankfgiving 
^* for the reftoration of harmony; the King 
** (hall be entreated to repair on this occafion 
** with his auguft family to the cathedral of 

*• Paris, 
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•' Paris, where the National Affembly (hall 
** attend in a body, and hope to fee the 
'* Princes, and all the French who now ab- 
** fent themfclves/* 

M. d'Efprcmenil was frequently inter- 
rupted as he read, fometimes by hootings, 
and at others by burfts of laughter, in which 
there was more rage than mirth. He had 
no fooner finifhed, than the Cote-Gauche 
bellowed forth the moft violent clamours, 
which were powerfully fupported by . the 
bowlings of the galleries. Shnd him to the 
Committee of Health, cried fome : Send 
him to the Committee of Alienation, re- 
plied others. To thefe cries fuccecded mo- 
tions of a much more ferious nature. ** I 
•* move,'* faid Charles de Lameth, " that 
** M. d^Efpremenil be fent for a fortnight 
** to Cliarenton/* Alexander de Lameth, 
kfs fevere, moved the order of the day, and 
that the reafon fliould be entered on the jour- 
nals in the following manner : '* The Na- 
♦* tional Affembly, to prove the entire li- 
** bcrty of opinion, having heard the plan 
♦* of a Decree by M. d'Efprcmenil read to 
•* an end, and looking upon it as the work 
** of a diftempered imagination, paffed to 
' *^ the order of the day/* After a long tu- 
mult, 
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mult, in which many pcrfonal reflexions 
were intermingled, this refolution was adopt- 
ed ; and the debate opened upon the plan of 
the Committee of Finances, and upon the 
fourteen other plans of Decree which had 
been propofed in the difcuffion. The debates 
upon the priority of the motions, upon the 
amendments, and upon the manner of ftating 
the queflion, were endlcfs, and produced 
many violent fcenes, which it would be as 
tedious as ufelefs to relate. The priority 
was at length allowed to the motion of the 
Deputy CamuSy which was to this effedt : 
ift. That it fhould be decreed that the un- 
funded debt of the State, and that of the 
Clergy, fhould be paid with Affignats with- 
out intereft; 2dly, that there never fhould be 
more in circulation than twelve hundred mil- 
lions of Aflignats, including the 400 millions 
already decreed; sdly, that the Affignats 
which fhould be returned to the Extraordi^ 
nary Cheji fhould be burnt, and that no new 
fabrication of them fhould take place without 
a Decree of the Legiflative Body, and al- 
ways upon condition that they fhould not 
exceed the value of the national property, or 
more than twelve hundred millions be ev^r in 
circulation. 

This 
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This Decree was paffed, and on the votes 
being taken there appeared 508 againft 423. 

The following day the Deputy Chdbroud 
opened his report on the proceedings infti- 
tuted at the Chatelet concerning the outrages 
of the 6th of OiStober. It occupied two 
whole Sittings. I (hall certainly not under- 
take to detail this work of darknefs, this 
monftrous tiffue of impofition and calumny 
vainly put together, to give the air of fimple 
misfortunes to the moft execrable crimes, and 
caufe the authors of them to be acquitted by 
accufing their vidlims. I fhall only fay, that 
the whole art of this report, or rather of this 
defence, conlifts in mutilating, extenuating, 
or turning into ridicule moft of the depo- 
fitions ; in laying great ftrefs upon the moft 
infignificant ; and in overcoming the moft 
pofitive by the fliamelefs affertion, that what 
a witnefs fwears pofitively he has feen and 
heard he may have thought he faw and heard, 
but that he was deceived. It was by fuch 
manifeft prevarications that the advocate 
Chdbroud fucceeded in faving the Duke of 
Orleans and his accomplices from the dif- 
grace of a judicial condemnation, but not 
from the fbame of having richly deferved 
it ; for the publication of the proceedings of 

the 
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the Chatekt left no doubt refpedmg the part 
that had been takert by the Duke in the out- 
rages of thei 5th and 6th of Odlohcr. 
'• Why/* faid Miraheaii to the Prefident 
de Frondeville in the Sitting of the 19th of 
April, " were they fo fimple as to force me 
•* to niake a. common caufe with that dirty 
'* fcoundreU Had they not made it impof- 
** fible for me to attack him, no one had it 
•* fo much in his power to confound him a& 
•* I : you Ihould have fecn how I would 
** have ufed him/* 

While Chabroud was reading his report, 
many Deputies, whofe depofitions he altered, 
called to him that they were falfely entered ; 
but their voices were drowned by the hooting 
of the Cote-Gauche and the galleries. 

Of all the atrocious calumnies in which 
the reporter indulged himfelf, the moft Ihock-r 
ing^ as well as the moft ill-judged, were thofe 
which he dared to level againft the brave 
GardeS'dU'Corps. They were refuted with 
equal firmnefs and dignity by M. de Bonnai, 
who, as foon as the report was finiflied, de- 
livered the following fpeech i 

** Gentlemen, Calumny, in its attack upon 
** virtue, can obtain only flight fuccefs, 

** only 
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only fleeting triumphs. In vain did the 
villains, who have fo much intereft in de- 
ceiving and mifleading the people, who 
have fo much intereft above all in opening 
to themfelves an eafy road into the facred 
afylum of our kings, imdertake to cfefame 
the Gardes- dU'Cqrps : the public voice 
foon vindicated them. — In thofe pretended 
orgies, made the vf retched pretext for fo 
many crimes, no man of fenfe faw any 
thing more than a friendly entertainment 
ufual among military corps, and the in- 
tention of which was innocent and pure* 
For the firft time in this tribune, and in a 
report which I own appeared to me to 

be A MODEL OF PLEADING FOR ALL 

GREAT CRIMINALS, it has been afferted, 
that in the horrid days of the 5th and 6th 
of OSlober the Gardes-du-Corps were the 
aggreffors. Nay more, a wonder has been 
made, and merit taken, that only two 
heads had been cut off. An attempt has 
been made to throw the blame upon the 
pretended violences of thofe brave men, 
whom I may truly call ftoics, and who 
fulfered themfelves to be mafTacred with- 
" out refiftance ; to throw upon them, I ^y, 
^* the blame of thefe atrocities, which in th«r 

** morning 
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*• morning of the 6th of Odober ftaine4 
*• the palace of our kings, and left an inde- 
'* lible blot on our hiftory. Vain efforts J 
** Ufelefs wickednefs ! You were all, Gen- 
** tlemen, witneffes of the fa(5ls • all of 
** you have read the papers relative to the 
** proceedings, the only legal and judicial 
** depofitions. The truth is very clear. 
•* France and all Europe know that the 
" Gardes-du-CorpSt always faithful to ho- 
*• nour, always faithful to the Nation, to the 
" law, and to the King — the Gardcs-du^ 
" Corps f who have fo often fought for their 
•* country, and who haye perhaps fome- 
** times faved it, never were fo great as 
*• when, through excefs of attachment and 
•V obedience to their King, they fuffered their 
** courage to be chained. Sublime heroifm ! 
** unexampled, unparalleled! No, Gentle- 
** men, never were they more worthy of 
" homage and refpedt than on that day when, 
** agitated with rage and defpair, they fufFer- 
•• ed themfelves to be maflacred upon the 
** fleps of the throne which the King had 
** forbidden them to defend. They fell in- 
*\noceot victims under the affajGTms* Heel, 
** and yet there are tongues that dare to pro- 
•* fane their aflies. But, Gentlemen, in fa- 

** crificing 
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** (Jtiiicirig themfdves they faved the Queen, 
•* perhaps the King ; and this cheering 
** thought prevented their feeling the pangs 
" of death. ' 

'^ For my patt, Centlemeft, as an Officer 
•* of that honourable corps, in belonging to 
** which I have always gloried, and which 
*^* was never dearer to me than fince its mis- 
** fortunes ; of that corps whofc conftant and 

* • only guides are honour and loyalty, I fliould 
*' fear to be difowned by its members were I 
•'to cbndefcend to juftify them, were I to con- 
*' defcend to refute calumnies fo grofs, and of 
** which the venom is difcharged too far be- 
•* low them to reach them. In anfwer to the 
*' ftory of a Mr. Le Cointre, in anfwer to the 
•* illegal declaration of that man, too well 
" known to have#any credit attached to his 
** teftimonyj in anfwer to the allegations of 

* * the reporter, who4ias hot fcruplcd to rely on 
•* fuch a teftimpny, I (hall only oppofe 400 
«* years of courage, of victories, and of vir- 
** tues : and in fpite of thejir bafe detradlors, 
** the Kitig*s Gardes^dU'CorpSj my brave 
** fellow- foldiers, will always be what they 
*' have always been, like Bayard, daunt- 
*• left and blamelefs/* 

Miraheaii, exafperated at finding himfelf 
^- Vol- IIL I alluded 
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alluded to by the words great criminals^ 
which jW. de Bonnai had made uf<? of in the 
beginniag: of his fpeech, demanded a tho- 
rough and fpeedy inveftigation of the hu*- 
iinefs. ** I alfo demand," added he, ** that 
'• I may be permitted to invite M. de Bon^ 
* ' nai to fupport the charge againft the great 
' * criminals^ and I proteft I will not affume 
*^* any plea from the friendly entertainment 
** .which he has been defending/* 

** I have no intention," replied M, de- 
Bonnai^ ** to afcend the tribune to difcufs 
' * the merits of the proceedings ; I acknow- 
*/ ledge all my inability in that refpeiSl, but 
*** it is my duty to defend a corps of which 
** I am an officer; and as to the expreffion 
'* of a model of pleading Jbr great cri^ 
*• minals, which I don<jj retradk, I declare 
** that I only meant to mark the degree of 
** cenfure which the report of M. Chahroud 
*' appeared to me, and ftiU appears to me, to 
*' merit," 

The inferences of the report were^ that it 
ihould be declared that there was no caufe of 
accufation againft the Duke of Orleans^ or 
againft Miraheau. The difcuffion was ad- 
journed till the next day^ the 2d of OGLohtr. 
The Members of the Aflembly, who had 
1 been 
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been called upon to give evidence, and whom 
the reporter had rendered culpable by alter- 
Hig their depositions, Remanded to be heard, 
but they were denied, and they were all con- 
fined at the bottom of the Hall, except fuch 
as had declared that they knew nothings 
The Abb6 Maury argued with his ufual 
eloquence, and clearly demonftrated the reality 
and the objcift of the confpiracy, which had 
produced the outrages of the 5th and 6th of 
Oflober. It appeared to him prudent, and 
perhaps bold to acknowledge, that the pro- 
ceedings did not fumifh proofs fufficiently 
conclufive againft Mirabeau to ground a De* 
cree againft him. But in regard to the Duke 
of Orleans y he infifted that the number and 
importance of the depbfitions in which he 
was charged, and of which he faid he held 
an extra€l in his hands, left no doubt of the 
neceffity of his being tried ; that a judicial 
impeachmenr, founded upon a criminal pro-r 
cefs, could not be effaced but by a legal judg- 
ment ; and that to deprive the Duke of Or^ 
leans of the only means which he had to 
juftify himfelf, was rather injuring than 
ferving him ; and in confequence he was of 
opinion that it (hould be declared that there 
were groOnds for impeaching him. 

I 2 Miraheau 
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Miraheau then fpokc, and pleaded . his 
own caufe with the moft arrogant confidence* 
According to him the Chatclet and the : wit-; 
ncflcs were the only perfons guilty in this 
affair. He faid, fpeaking of the proceed- 
ings, that even the calendar of crimes of- 
fered hut few examples of a villainy at 
once fo Jhamelefs and fo ilUconduded : 
and he fvv6re to purfue the authors of it to 
the grave. This bluflering, as ridiculous 
as it was indecent, obtained the moft lively 
applaufe. To overturn the depofitions which 
accufed him of having, at five ii> the after- 
noon of the 5th of Od:ober, ran through the 
ranks of the regiments of Flanders fword in 
hand, he referred to the depofition of a wit- 
nefs examined in the proceedings *, who had 
faid, that the mahfeen in the ranks of the 
regiment of Flanders was M. de Ga-- 
macheSy and that his perfon very much 
refemhled Alirabeau's. He alfo adduced 
the teftimony of M. de la Marckj a Mem- 
ber of the AlTembly, at whofe houfe, and 
with whom he had^ pafTed the whole after- 
noon. ** Thus,** faid he, ** all things being 
** duly weighed and examined, the proceed- 

♦ Girln de la Muu, 48th witnefs. 

** ings 
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** ings have in reality nothing unpleafant 
** upon this head, but as they attack M. da 
** GamacheSf who finds himfelf judicially 
** and vehemently fufpefted of being very 
'* ugly from his refemblance to me.** This 
expreflion, and that which I mentioned be- 
fore, fuffice to give a juft idea of the f?yle 
of Miraheau^s defence. 

With refped: to the fentiments which he 
had bcien aceufed of exprefling, he did not 
deny them ; but he commented upon them, 
and explained theni in hjis own way, that is 
to fay, m the fenfe of the Revolution- He 
infifted, that far from proving that he was 
initiated in any fecret plans, or in any con- 
fpiracy, they only (howed that he had judg- 
. ed better than they believed he could con- 
cerning the. tendency of opinion, the nature 
of things, the rapidity of circumftances, &c. 
He concluded his defence with a moft vehe- 
ment attaclc upon the Chatelet, and upon 
thofe infernal JiroceedingSj the fecret of 
which he pretended he had unfolded, fuch 
as it would foon he engraven in hi/- 
tory hy the mojfi jujl ami mo/i implacahle 
uengedfice. y^^his-v^as the concluding fen- 
tencc.of his::fpeech,. and it was* followed by 
morfe llviely and ferterated applaufes than evet 
'; . I q . the 
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the Hall had rung with before* The fame 
honour was beftowed on fome expreffions 
y/hich the Duke de Biron was mean enough 
to utter in favour of the Duke of Orleans^ 
whom he termed the firft difciple of Liberty 
in France, and whofe fcr vices, moderation, 
and purity he extolled . 

The triumph of guilt was already fo evi-. 
denfly fccured, that it was almoft as ufelefs 
to fpeak againft the accufed as to defend 
them ; and no one defiring to fpeak, the tri- 
bune was vacant, and a profound filerurc 
reigned for feveral minutes in the Aflembly, 
when at laft M de Montlaiffier rofe. The 
Members of the Cote-Gauche and the Gal* 
leries gueffed what he w?ls 'about to fay ; and 
although Miraheau had demanded a tho- 
rough inveiligation, their murmurs, their 
hooting, and their calling repeatedly for th^ 
queftion, announced the intention of clofing 
the debate immediately. ** Thefe clamours are 
** infamous,** cried M. de Montlaujier. 
** You have not yet examined a finglc 
** charge^ you have heard but two or three 
** explanatory fpeeches, and can you deter*- 
** mine proceedings fo complicated! It is 
** of great moment to inveftigate and to de* 
** cide upon this report, this memorial, thefc 

'* pleadings J 
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^^ pkadings ; if we decide not upon them, 
•* France and poftcrky will. It is not print- 
^* ed, k has not been diftributed among usi 
** I demand thros days to confider this work 
*^ of three months/' — He was here inter- 
rupted by a cry for the queftion, — *' Thofe 
^^ who call for the queftion are very bad and 
^* very perfidious advifers-— I believe no one 
^* to be fo much an enemy to the accufed as 
** to hurry us into an ad: fo contrary to the 
^^ dignity of this Affembly, I have pre- 
'* pared myfelf with obfervations, which I 
^* mean to offer in the courfe of the debate; 
^* I have examined all the papers, as was my 
^* duty'* . ^ • . He was again interrupted by 
frefh murmurs, the violence of which, added 
to his own indignation, prevented his pxo- 
jceeding. 

Jlqederer then fpoke, and impudently af- 
fcrted that nothing remained to be done, pre- 
vipus tQ the decifion^ but to hear the par- 
ticulars propofed to be ftated on the part of 
the Duke o£ Orleans ^ of whofe innocenqe 
there was no longer a doubt : and he caHed 
upon the Ehike 5e Biron to fay whether the 
Duke of Orleans wiftied to fpeak, or thought 
it more worthy of him to waif till ^fter the 
determination of the Affembly. 

I 4 The 
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The Duke de Biron immediately replied, 
that the Duke of Orleans, confcioijs of his 
innocence, and fully relying on the jullicc 
of the Affembly, would fay nothing at that 
time. 

The Members of the Cote-Droit requefted 
in vain that the decifion fhould be poftponed 
till after the diftribution of tjie reports 
^' Thefe proceedings/' cried Barnqve, " were 
condemned from the moment they came to 
our hands. Every body h?is feen that in 
order to make criminals it was neceffary to 
have a confpiracy, and nobody has difcovered 
in all this bufinefs any other confpiracy than 
the proceedings themfelves : I move that the 
moft profound contempt for thefe proceed- 
ings, for thofe who inftituted them, and for 
thofe who, in the courfe of them, have been 
hardy enough to giye their conjecStures, and 
their malicious, and perfidious infinuations as 
evidence, be the fole refult of your delibera* 
tion on the fxibjedt.** \ i 

The Abbe Maury declared in the nanfie of 
the Members of the . Cote^Drait, that they 
could not, and would not, take any part iij 
the determination > and many of them .ret 
tired. The Decree *prQpofcd by the reporter 
was immediately p,ut to the vote, and adopted 
. ' by 
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by a very great majority^ amidft the applaufeg 
of the Galleries, excited by thofe of the Af^ 
fembly . M. de Sillery then announced that 
the Duke of Orleans deiSred to be heard next 
day ; and he did in faft appear in the tribune 
in the Sitting of the 3d of Odober. '' M. de 
Biron,'' faid he, '' engaged yefterday in 
my name, and I come this day to ratify 
the engagement, not to leave you in the 
leaft doubt, but to throw a light even upon 
the flighteft circumftances of this dark 
^* affair .... You have declared that there 
was no grounds of accufation againft me, 
it remains for me to prove that there was 
not even grounds for fufpicion ; it remains 
for me to clear away thofe deceitful ap- 
pearances, thofe doubtful prefunciptions, 
fpread with fo much calumny, and fo rea- 
dily admitted by malevolence . • . and thi^ 
1 now pledge rayfelf to do. I owe it to 
myfelf ; I owe it to this Affembly, of 
which I have the honour to be a Member; 
J owe it to the Nation at large.** But he 
never difcharged this debt fo folemnly con- 
tracted, and the monfter filled up the meafure 
of his crimes by the moft execrable of all ! 

The fcandalous indulgence of the Affembly 
on this occafion aftoniflied none, but con- 
firmed 
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firmed the opinion already fprcad, that many 
of the Members in the majority had the 
gfcatcft intereft in fecuring impunity to the 
crimes of the 5th and 6th of OiStober, and 
in quafliing the proceedings of the Chatelct, 
Had the trials taken place, as they fhould 
have done, they might have difcovered fomc 
new accomplices of the Duke of Orleans 
amongft thofe of his colleagues, who appear- 
ed the more eager to acquit him, as they 
were at once the judges and the parties. 

I (hall conclude the account of thefe pro- 
ceedings with a fublime inftance of the 
Queen*s magnanimity, worthy of her great 
ipharadler in thofe days of horror, wheq 
flie was furrounded with poniards, and 
ftood firm amidft thofe outrages, the 
authors of which the Chatelet were to dif- 
cover and to profecute. The Committee of 
Inquiry for the town having fent a deputa-. 
tion to her Majefty to obtain fuch information 
as fhe might be pleafed to give concerning 
the outrages of the 6th of Odober, the 
Queen anfwered that fhe had nothing to fay : 
'' Never,** added fhe, ** will I turn informer 
" againft the King's fubjeds/^ The Chatelet, 
fent a deputation to her Majefly for the fame 
purpofc, and to thefe her anfwcr was : *^ I 

*^ SAW 
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** SAW ALL, I KNEW ALL, I HAVE TOR- 

*• GOTTEN ALL." Yct this Hoble Princcfs, 
bom to do honour to the firft Throne in the 
world, and to be the idol of nations, in 
France found affaffins ! . . • executioners ! . . . 
And thofe monilers are fyffered ilill to live 1 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 



Memorohle Decree of the Parliament of 
Toidoufe announced to the Ajfemhly by 
the Keeper of the Seals — Opinion of 
UobefpieiTe upon the Inutility of its 
Joeing mdde known to the Ajfemhly — • 
Decree ordering thofe Magijlrates to he 
arrejledy and prqfecuted on an Infor-^ 
motion for Rehellion — The Minijlers 
Iqfing Credit hy their Weaknefs, are all 
attacked and denounced in a Report 
made in the Name of fever al Commit- 
tees — Opinion of M. de Cazales — A 
Motion in favour of M.de Montmorin 
adopted — The Decree propofed againjl 
the Minijiers receded hy a fmall Mqjo- 
rity — 2^hey are again attacked hy a 
Petition from the Commune and Sec- 

.'IJM J tions--^ 
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rr tiom — M. de la Tour du Pin and the 
Keeper of the Seals give in their Ro^ 
Jignatiom^^fFarm Debates on the Sub- 
ject of changing the National Flag^^ 
Speech made by Mirabeau — M.de Giul- 
hermy infults him, and rs confinedn^ 
The Jacobin Club put an End, to the 
" InfurreBion of, the Sailors at Breji-^ 
Pretended. X^ounter-Revolutionary Or-- 
: gies held by the Garrifon of Be fort fe^ 
. verely punijhed. 

IN proportion as the Affembly wer^ indul-^ 
gent to the mod atrocious crimes, when they 
could be connected by any means with the 
Revolution, and there were few which ipight 
not be taken jn that fenfe^ they were fevere 
againft every ;a(a: Qf virtue and courage which 
tende4. ta maintain the ancient conftitutional 
principles of the. Monarchy, refpe<5t for re- 
ligion, for property, and, in fhort, for what- 
ever ' was not. revolutionary. The King, 
who could .not, but be extremely afFeded by 
thefe^proofs of , zeal and attachment, had not 
only to lament the want of power to reward 
then>, but the being reduced to fuffer his Mi- 
nifters to. denounce in his name his moft faith- 
/- - ful 
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ful fcrvanfs, and expofc them to the ccniiircs 
of the Aflembly. 

What part could be more painful, more 
heart-rending to the chief of the Magiftracy » 
than that of accufing Magiftrates, whofc 
heroic condudl he could not but be ftinfiblc 
would obtain the praife and the admiration 
of every Frenchman whom the revolutionary 
mania had not blinded? Aifiongft thofe 
worthy magiftrates I (hall inftancc th^ 
Chamber of Vacations of the Parliament 
of Touloufe : that Parliament, alas ! in 
which I had the honour to commence my 
career in the magiftracy, and of which 
we have fcen almoft all the members drafg-^ 
ged from Touloufe to Paris as guilty of 
treafon againft the Nation, and perilhingotv 
a fcaffold. In paying thcfc illuftrious mar* 
tyrs of true patriotifm, of honour, and of 
loyalty, the tribute of regret arid /ears which 
are their due, it is a great gratification to me 
that to fecure them the efteem of pofterity, 
it is only neceffary to relate their condudl, 
and the honourable ad which was the caufe 
of their accufation. 

The Aflembly had prorogued the Cham*^ 
hers of Vacations of all the Parliaments of the 

kingdom, 
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kingdoip,Qply frora the fear that thefe Courts, 
when they met, after the outrages of the 
^th and 5th of OAober, fhould have thought 
proper to take cogmfance of them, and unite 
tfaeir efforts and all their renaainiqg power 
and a^ithority to flop or undemaine the Revo- 
kitioo. The Chambers of Vacadon, by 
obeying the exprefs command^ which the 
King had been compelled to fend them, had 
pfovifionaHy regiftercd the letters of proroga- 
tion^ That of Toviloufc, feeing that the an- 
nihilation of all the fupreme co^irts would 
be the confequeace of it, determined not to 
merit, by the moderation and filence which 
the pei:ilQU3 fituation of the King had hitherto 
compelled them to obferve, the reproach of 
having favoured an enterprife fo difaflrous; 
and in coafequence adopted on the 25th cff 
September this memorable refolution. 

** Tfce C0urt fitting in Viacation, con- 
'* Adetii^ thiat the French MoiKirchy ap-* 
** proaches the moment of its diflfolutipn, 
** that foon no traces will remain of it, and 
^* that the apcient Courts of Juflice are not 
** ^ven refp»£led j 

** Confiderkig (ihat the I>eputie» pf t^ 
^' St^Q»-Qien«al had been fent oiily to put 

** an 
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** an end to the ruinous ftate^ of the Fi- 
•* nances ; ... 

•^ Confidering that thofc Deputies could 
hot change the conftitufion of fHe*StSf6 
without violating their inftru^lions, and 
the faith fvvorn to their conftitiients ; 
** Confidering that in order to deftref 4he 
Magiilracy, it would have been ntcefl^y 
that inftrudlions fhould have been exprefs- 
ly given them for the purpofe ; that cStV 
the contrary many of the inftruiSions. ex- 
prefsly demand the p^fervation of the' 
Parliament of Languedoc ; ' - ' 

** Confidering that the Clergy haVefeeeti 
deprived of their eftates, whith feetned 
fecured to them for ever by a long poffef- 
fion ; that the Nobility have been defpoil- 
ed of their rights and titles againft the 
conftitutional principles of * a true- mo- 
narchy ; that Religion is -^degraded and 
drawn towards its ruinf j arid that the new 
judicial order can only aggravate the bur- 
den of taxes on the people ; ^ 
** The Court, inviolably attached to the 
facred perfon of the King, to the Princes 
of his auguft blood, and to the ancient 
laws, proteft for the intereft of -thfe Taid 

. # ** lord 



** lord the King againft the overturning'* of 
•* the Monarchy; the annihilation of the 
** orders, thearivafion of property j, «nd the 
^* fuppreflion of the Court of Langucdoc; 
** and the faid ediifts and declarations being 

• * only entered by them prbvifionally upoil 
** the regifters, and upon conditit)n of being 
*• entered anew when the Court met, a 
** claufe, now ufelefs, they declare the faid 
** entries null.*' 

Two days after, upon the prefentation of 
the Decree which ^ fuppreffed all the Cham- 
bers of Vacations, they adopted a fecond re- 
folution couched in thefe terms : 

• •* The 27th of September, the King's At- 
** tomey-Gcneral being prefent, and the let- 
•* ters patent of fuppreffion being laid upon 
•* the table, the Court confidering its prc- 
**' ceding refolution, and the impoffibility of 
** deftroyingthemfelvesi declare they cannot 
*' proceed to regifter the faid letters •** 

On the 5th of Odtober the Keeper of the 
Seals fent copies of thefe two refolutions to 
the Aflembly, with the following note : 

**. Thb Kin^cqmitaahds me to inform the 

• • ^ National Affemblj? of .the tnanner in which 
•* the-Chaiiibeirs of Vacation of the Par- 

VoL. III. K '' liaments 
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•* liamcate^f, &c* havis received th4 Decrees 
** for fupp>el5Ag ail the antiei\t fiaprem^ }U^ 
' ' diciaa jurifdiiaiofta- The. iChaAibejp of Va- 
** calicms of ^ Parliament of Toulowfeon 
* ' the 25th of September adopted a refolu- 
*• tion, on- which the King thought it neccf-* 
** fary to confult with the AjOTembly: before 
'* he took any ftep. I fend a copy of the 
** refolutiom" 

Rohefpierre, the moft headilrong, the 
moft fanatic of all the Revolutionifts, afcend-r 
cd the tribune immediately after the reading 
of thefe papers, and feverely cenfured the 
Minjfter for communicating them to the Af-. 
fernbly. 

** This refolution/^ faid he, ** is ah acSk 
•* of delirium which;lhould only excite con- 
♦* tempt . . . Why is this Mihi/iorfo hqjiy 
** to hHng it before the JJembly P They 
** may declare to the Members of the Par-. 
*• liament of ,TouJoufe that they arc permit- 
** ted to remain bad citizens. This Court 
*' is forming a coalition with the Executive 
'' Power/" 

The murmurs excited by thisi laft expref- 
fion compelled the fpeakcr to leave the tri* 
bune- No pcrfoa rofe.to fpeak dfkr himi 
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and the AffcmWy, without any feirthcr dif- 
cuflion, referred the note of the Keeper of the 
Seals, and the papers annexed to it, to the 
united Committees 6f Conftitution and Re- 
ports. 

M. de Broglio .... yes, ilf. de Broglio 
undertook this affair, and on the 8th of Oc- 
tober made the report in the Evening Sitting, 
and beftowed every odious epithet upon the 
refolutions of the Chamber of Vacations of 
Touldufc, and upon the Magiftratcs who 
compofed it. According to him, thofe Ma- 
giftratcs had been wilfully guilty of a high 
mifdemeanour and rebellion. Their crime 
was flagrant. A criminal profecution fliould 
follow. Their prevarication, the enormity 
of their crime, the immenfity of their offence, 
were clearly proved by their daring to fend 
that facrilcgious refolution to the King; a 
refblution, which was at once a maftcr-piece 
of error and perfidy, and an alarm-bell of re- 
bellion, rung by thofe too whofe auguft and 
beneficint functions fhould only lead to peace 
and tranquillity. He terminated this frantic 
report with the following plan for a Decree : 

" The National Affembly, after having 
•* heard the Committees of Conftitution and 

K 2 Reports, 
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'* JRjjj»}rt^, decree that the Members of the 
** late Chamber of Vacations of the Parlia-^ 
*• ment of Touloufc, who paffed the refblu* 
•* tions of the 25th and 27th of September 
** laft, and the Attorney-General of that 
•* Court, fhall be brought before the tri- 
** bunal, which fliall forthwith be formed 
** for the trial of treafons againft the Nation, 
** to be there proceeded againft for rebellion 
** and high mifdemcatiours, as they fhall fee 
** caufe. The Aflembly moreover, decree, 
** that on account of the nature of the crime, 
*' the King fhall be requefted to give orders 
** without delay for fecuring their perfons, 
*/ as well as all other neceflary orders to 
** carry the prefent Decree into execution/' 

The opinion of the Comnyttees was 
ftrongly flipported by Alexajider deLametli. 
One member alone of the Cote -Droit (Ma- 
dier) hazarded an obfervation in favour of 
the accufed full of good fenfe and jufticc.* 
*' What were the Parliaments ?** faid he, 
" The depofitaries of the ancient Conftitu- 
*' tion. They had received it from the 
'' King's hand ; they had fworn to maintain 
*^ it. This oath they renewed every year . . . 
'V Were a new Legiflature to overthrow what 

** you 
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'^ you have done, and were the judges ef- 
^^ tablifhed by you to proteft againft the 
'* change, would it be juft to try them as 
^' crinriinals ? Confider this comparifon, it 
^^ is perfectly exadl." 

This obfervation excited almojft as much 
murmur and laughter as applaufe, and the 
pkn for the Decree propofed by the Com- 
mittees ^ was adopted without any other op* 
pofition. .;. 

What could the AfTembly have -tlone if 
thefe; Magiftrates, inflead of feeble, remon- 
ilrances dictated by their oaths, 4i4dp^ed 
pne pf thofe Decrees of refiftance, thefeyerefl 
punifhment of which, under the pre,tended 
reign of defpotifra, never exceeded a tern? 
porary exile ? What accufation of a higher 
nature than that of rebellion and high treafon 
could they have brought againft them, if; 
inftead of confining themfelves to a fimple 
refufal of regiftering, which could neither 
hinder nor retard the execution of the De- 
cree which fupprelTed them, they had opined 
the eyes of the people to the biiffoooery, the 
infidelity, and the crimes of their reprefen- 
tatives ? If, concerting with all the Cham- 
bers of Vacations io the kingdom, -they had 
folemnly declared as null and derogatory. tg 

K 3 tb-. 
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the rights of the Nation all the Decrees con- 
trairy to the inftruSions which the Deputies 
to the States-General had received from their 
refpedlive bailiwicks ? In a word, if uniting 
with the nobility, with men of property, 
with the nunnerous friends of religion and the 
King, they had ereifted the ftandard of in- 
furreiftion, the moft facred without doubt, 
the only lawful one, but neverthelcfs the 
moft criminal in the eyes of the Committee 
of Reports? What expreffions could M. 
Broglio have found to beftow on adls like 
thefe, after having exprefsly faid, that the re- 
Jhlution of the 25th of September was fee- 
yond all exjireffion ? And this was repeated 
by the Revolutionary Tribunal when they 
condemned in a mafs all the Members of the 
Parliament of Touloufe to death : a ftntence^ 
which was but the execution of the Decree 
of the 8th of Ocftober paffed againft the 
opinion of Rohejpierre, who wa? much 
more moderate, and upon a denunciation made 
in the King's name ! 

When obftacles which could only be re- 
moved by the Affembly impeded the acStion of 
the Executive Power, it was to the Affembly, 
no doubt, that the Minifters were to de- 
nounce them: but could the refponfibility 

to 
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to which they were bound impofe upon them 
the duty of denouncing alfo without necoflity 
iv^Sik or infignificant adlions, by ]which fome 
viaims of the Revolution manifefted not an 
efficacious oppofition tto the Decrees which 
ftripped them of their fituatipn, but'mefely 
their repugnapce to agree to their- being put 
in execution ? The Decrees of the Chamber 
of Vacations of the Parliament of Touloufe 
certainly could not prevent, nor did it pre- 
vent, the Decree for their *fupprefiion being 
carried into complete execution. The Coun* 
cil had therefore been perfeftly regular, even 
in the eyes of the moft flaming patriots, if 
they had contented themfelves with pro- 
nouncing the refolutions void, to which the 
Magiftrat^s who had ..adopted them could not 
have given any oppofition. 

This exceffive dread of refponfibility acce- 
lerated the annihilation of the Royal autho- 
rity, and difcredited the Miniffers to Tuch a 
degree- in the public opinion, and with all 
parties, that their retreat from oflfe^ fooriibe* 
canie inevitable. They were at firft-atti^cked 
in a body in a r<rport made in the iiame of the 
©iplomatic, Colonial, 'Mili'tafy,^ and Naval 
Committees, concerning the continuation of 
the troubles, ^Tid' want of fubordination -in the 

K 4 fcjuadron 
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*'* long been guilty ; long fincc cbuld f kaVc 

* * accufed them of having betrayed the Royal 
^' authority • for it is aifo treafon againft the 
** Nation to betray the authority which aione 
** can defend the people from the defpotifm 
** of a National Affembly, juft as the Na- 

* * tional Affembly can alone defend the peopk 
** from the defpotifm of kings. I could 
** have accufed your fugitive Miniftcr of 
** Finances, who, bafcly attending to what 
** concerned his fafety, facrificed to his 
** owh ambition the good he might have 

^* done I could have accufed him 

** of having incited the Revolution without 
** preparing the means of infuring the fuc- 
*' cefs, or obviating the danger of it ^ . • I 
*' could have accufed him of having con- 
^* ftantly diffembled his* conduA and his 
•* principles. I could have accufed the Mi- 
•* nifters of the Home Departrftent of per- 
^* mitting the King's orders to be difobeyed. 
** I<:ould have accufed them all of an alfto- 
** niftiing fupinenefs. I could have acculed 
^* them of their perfidious counfels. All can 
^^ exciife the exuberancd^ thatlhoot from^the 
"< love of our country ; but who cohW c^- 
** ciift thofe frigid foifls which^pat<k)lSfm 
1 ** cannot 
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*' t:2fnnot warm, thofc men who, looking to 

•* themfelvcs inftead of the State, confcious 

*• of their inability and cx^wardice, and hav- 

'* ing undertaken the pubhc bufinefs, leave 

*^ the helm of the State to the Factious, take 

** no command, yet obftinately keep their 

'* places, and dread returning to that obfcu- 

** rity. which they ought never to have left. 

*' During the long convulfions which agi- 

** tated England, Strafford perifhed on a 

** fcafFold, but Europe admired his virtue, 

** and his name is idolized by his country. 

** men. Such is the example that faithful 

** Minifters • fliould follow. If they have 

** not courage to perifh, or fuftain the tot- 

** tering monarchy, they fhould fly and hide 

** themfelves. Strafford died — What then ? 

** Is not this man alfo dead ? This Minifter 

** who bafely abandoned France to calamities 

** created by himfelf. Is not his name ef- 

•* faced from the lift of the living? Does 

^* he not feel the pang of outliving himfelf, 

** and of leaving to hiftory only the record 

*• of his ignominy ? As to the fervile com- 

** panions of his labour, and of his fliame, 

*• the prefcnt objeds of your deliberation, 

** may we not apply to them the verfe of 

•* Taffo. 
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'* Taffb ; Theyjiill walked, hut they were 
'* dead.'' 

From the extreme harfhnefs of thefe re- 
proaches, it was fufpeded thit M, de Caza^ 
les appeared fo fevere in order to render him- 
felf lefs fufpe<5ted of partiality for the Mi- 
nifters in refifting the Decree propofed againft 
them in the name of the four Committees. 
In fad:, it was highly probable that this mo- 
tive had engaged him to exprcfs with more 
energy a fentiment but too well juftified by 
the daogers into which the condu6l or fupine- 
"nefs of feme of the Minifters had drawn the 
Monarchy and the King. M*. de Cazales 
would furely not have included M* de St. 
Priejl in this defcription, if he had not fear- 
ed, by excepting him, to inc^nfe the Fadtious 
flill further againft that Minifter, whofezeal, 
firmnefs, and attachment to the King were ge- 
nerally knov/n. Thefe debates fo mortifying, 
fo infulting to the Council, entirely occupied 
the AlTembly during two Sittings.- At the mo- 
ment the plan propofed by the Committee was 
going to be put to the vote, a Breton Peputy 
(Chapelier) obferved that none of the com- 
plaints againft the Minifters could affe6t the 
Minifter for Foreign. Affairs, who in his de- 
partment 
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partmeAt ' had given no cauie of reproach; 
that confequently he ought not to be inckided 
in the motion, nor in the decifion. The 
Affembly adopted this amendment by a very 
great majority, and declared that M. de 
Montmorin had never lojl the public con^ 
fidence from the firjt moment they had 
placed it in him.. The votes were then 
called over upon the article relative to the Mi- 
nifters, and it v^as rejcdled by a majority of 
63, there being 403 votes againft 340. 

The numerous party who wifhed for the 
difmiflion of the Minifters nevertheless con- 
tinued to attack them daily with the moft 
fcandalous infolence. The very next day 
M. de Menou refuming the difcuffipn of his 
report, faid, in fpeaking of the propofal of 
the Committees relative to the Minifters, 
•* That it had been rejeded the evening be-' 
fore only becaufe unhappily their influence,- 
like a poifonous blaft which Withers all* it 
meets, had infeded even the old founders of 
Liberty/* And this fentence, for which the 
fpeaker fhould have been called to order, afe- 
was propofed by the members of the Cote\ 
Droit, was loudly applauded three fe\^eral 
times. 

The Commune and the 4B Sedions of 

Paris 
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Paris thought proper alfo to deliberate ttpon 
the propofal of the Committees, notwith- 
ftanding'the rejedion of the Decree, and 
voted unanimoully the imihediate difmiflion 
of the Minifters. This vote was carried to 
the Aflembly by a deputation of the Com- 
mune headed by M. Bailly, and of which 
the famous Danton was fpeaker. He point- 
ed out in his harangue different heads of ac- 
Gufation equally falfe and abfurd againft the 
Keeper of the Seals, againft M. de St. Priejif 
and M. la Tour-du-Pin. He did not men- 
tion M. de la Luzerne, as that Minifter had 
already reflgned his office in the department 
of the Navy, and had been fucceeded on the 
23d of Odober by M. de Fleurieu. The 
letter fent by M. de la Luzerne to the King 
on that occafion was inferted in all the public 
papers, as was alfo that written two days be- 
fore to his Majefty by all the Minifters *. 

Some Members of the Cote-Droit feveral 
times interrupted the fpeaker of this deputa- 
tion either by dircdt contradicSlions, or by 
calling for proofs which expofed the im- 
pofture or the abfurdity of his aflertions. 
The Prtfident, in his anfwer to this fpeech^ 

* See Appendix, No. x. 

magnified 



Ajyftgwficd .emphatically the right of petition 
natural to every Jhee ajfociation, andfanc^ 
tioned h^ the. Decrees of the JJfemhly^ 
whilj^ vd^fpcriiifm Jl\fled the voice of the 
people by puni/hments. ** The Commune 
** of Paris/Vadded he, ** have brought for- 
•• lyard complaints which no doubt they can 
•* eftablifli by proofs. The fuprem^ phief 
** of the nation will not rcpulfe them; a 
** king owes his people relief, fuccour, and 
•* jitftice. The Affembly will on their part^ 
•* after examining the proofs of the petition 
** you have prefented, take it into confideran 
" tion: they grant you the honours of th^ 
•* Sitting.*^ This honourable reception, 
given to petitioners who ought to have been 
feverely reprimanded for having dared to re- 
new a demand which the Affembly had al- 
ready by a Decree folemnly rejected, proves 
fufEciently that the Commune of Paris was 
alfo a power which the Reprefentatives of 
the Nation felt themfelves under the neceffity 
of refpefting. 

M. de la Tour- du- Pin gave in his rc- 
fignation on the 9th of November, and was 
fucceeded by M. du PortaiL The Keeper 
of the Seals deferred his relignation for fome 
days longer. He even wrote a letter to the 
I Affembly, 



Affembly, requpfting a communication-^ alt 
the charges which had been ma<Ie againft 
hipi, offering to anfwer them without delay. 
But the Aff^mbly not having paffetf any De- 
cree upon this letter, or even deigned to fend 
it to the Committee of Reports, although a 
motion had been made to that effecft, he de- 
termined a few days afterwards to quit an 
office which was now attetided only with 
difguft. The office of Keeper of the Seals of 
France, which from time immemorial til! 
the Revolution had been filled by the firft 
magiftrates of the kingdom, which was con- 
liderably degraded while held by theArch- 
bifhop of BourdeaiMX by the annihilation of 
all the ancient magiftracy *, iiow fell extin- 
guilhed into the hands of M. Duport Uu 

Tertre^ 

* The Chamber of Vacations of Paris, which the Af- 
fembly had permitted to exift fifteen days longer than the 
others, terminated its Sittings on the 14th of Odober, 
The following day at noon the Municipal Officers went to 
the Palais de Ju/iice, where they only found the tavern- 
keepers, and were^ employed till ten at night in putting 
feals upon the* fegifters and boxes of that Court. As to 
the Archbifhop of Bmrdeauxj notwithftanding the exaft- 
neft and zeal with which he had always executed the 
D^rees, the letter wjiich he addreflcd to the Affembly 
(the 21ft of November), to inform them that he had fur- 
yendeied the "Seals into the King's hands, in confequence 

. • of 
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TertrCj an advocate of little note, formerly 
a clerk at forty pounds a year, and at that 
t-ime Lieutenant to the Vlayor in the depart- 
ment of the Police, and living in the third* 
ftory of a fmall houfe in the Rue de la Sour^ 
diere. He was a laborious, active, and ho- 
neft man, notwithftanding his zeal for the 
fuccefs of the Revolution, to which it was 
very natural that he Ihould be attached, as it 
had raifed him from nothing; but he fincerely 
detefted the crimes and horrors of it. He 
and M. du Portaily Minifter of War, were 
indebted to M. de la Fayette for their ap- 
pointment in the Miniftry. M. Duport du 
Tertre did not fucceed to the office of Keeper 
of the Seals, which was created in 1774, and 
to which the furvivorfhip of the office of 
Chancellor of France was attached. He was 
only called Keeper of the State Seal, with- 
out any other duty than that of prefenting 
the Decrees of the AfTembly for the King's 
faidlion, attending to the execution of the 
Decrees relative to the new organization of 

of an order received from his Majefty, was more ftrongly 
and more generally applauded than any of the afls of his 
miniftry; fo true it is, that a man always finiftiesby 
having no party when once he abandons that which be 
ought to have fupportcd. 

Vol. III. L the 



146 ANNALS OF TUB {Om. 175^0. 

the Departments of Juftiee, and to preiidt^ in 
tjie Privy Council till it was fuperfedcd by^ 
the new Tribunal de Cqffation*^ whofc 
i|>rnlation was already decreed : and re- 
fpe<5ting which it was decided not only that 
the Keeper of the Seals fhould not prefide, 
but even that he could not be a member of it. 
It was upon the occafion of the conormo* 
tions at Breft, and on the report of M. Me- 
now, that the grand attack, of which I have 
juft given an account, was made upon the 
Minifters. The condufion of that report, of 
rather the articles of the plan for a Decree 
propofed by the four Committees, relative 
to changing the white flag for a tri-colotired 
qne^ produced the moil violent debates. 
Some menjbers. of the Cote- Droit oppofed 
tjiis article with great moderation, and con- 
tented, themfeljves with obferving, ** that it 
^* was the white flag which had given li- 
*^ berty to America ; that every good citizen 
'[ co^ld not but be alarmed at the change of 
*'* a colour which tended to obliterate the re- 
. ** membrance of our vidlories and our vir- 
** tues ; that befides, it was the more im- 

* A Court invefted with the power of revifiDg and 
afmuIHng the fentences of all other tribunals. 

. *^ portant 
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** portant td prefcrve the ancient flag for the 
** Monarchy, as that of the Englilh and 
** Dutch being alfo of three colours, France 
*• could not take it without expofihg her 
** fleets td Very ferious mifl:akcS; and that. 
^* the flag of no nation was the fame as that 
^* of their cockade/' &c. &c* 

No pcrfon replied to thefe objedliorts, and 
the article would probably have been reje(5led 
ff M. de Foucault had not attacked it in a 
more ferious and fatirical manner. •* Who/* 
fays hci ** are the military men that have 
** propofed to you thus to profane the ho-* 
•* nour and the glory of the French flag? 
*• Here we have the true caufe of the dif- 
** orders of the fquadron* Let us no longer 
** be accufed of frivolity, of that love for 
*• fafl^ion; leave to children this new tri- 
" coloured plaything. It is dangerous to 
•* take fo ufelefs a ftep ; but as it is not fup- 
*• ported it is unneccffary to argue. I move 
** the previous queflion/* 

There wanted no more to . irritate Mira^ 
deau, whofe talents, when he was animated, 
were unparalleled in mifleading his auditors 
by prefenting the moft indifferent queltions 
ih^ the moft alarming and monftrous points of 
\Hew. ** At the outfet of thi^ ftrange de- 

L 2 '' bate/' 
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'* bate/' cried he, '* I felt, I own, as the 
** greater part pf this Affeipbly, tlj^epuifa- 
** tions of the fever of -^ patriotifm to the 
** moft violent excefs.— rAVhat kind ;Qf pre- 
** fumption is it that has, dared to raife 
** the queftion wljich agitates us^a^d which 
** we are not even pertnitted to decide. AH 
** the world knows what a terrjhle crifis was 
** produced by ajtrocious infults ofFer^ tp thp 
** chofen colours, of the- Natioa-r-4^1\ the 
** world. knows, what muti^al congratulations 
** took place, throughout the whole natipn 
*• when the Monarch ordered the troops to 
^* wear, and wore himfelf, thofe glorious 
** colours, the token of union to all the 
** friends, to all the children of Liberty, to 
** all the defenders of the Conftitution. — All 
** the world knows that hut a few months 

* ^ hack J nay hut a few weeks, the rajh 

* * man whojhould have dared tojh/iw any 
** difdain for thqfe en/igns of pafriotifm,^ 
** would have lojihis head for his daring. 

" I know not what fuccefsful art Wyef- 
«* terday's Sitting has puffed up counter- 
** revolutionary fpirits. In four-and-twenty 
** hours ; in one night, all ideas are fo much 
** fub verted, all principles are become fo 
•' monftrous, fo much is the public fpirit 
2 ** mifconceived. 
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^ ' mifiibncelved, that there are men who 
*^ dare to tell you, and in the face of the 
** people who hear us, that there are ancient 
•* prejudices which you ought to refpecft, 
as if your glory and theirs did not confift 
in having annihilated thofe prejudices for 
^^ which they contend ! that it is unwor- 
^* thy of the National AfTembly to attend to 
*^ fuch trifles ; as if the language of figns 
^* were not every where the moft power- 
^* ful impelknts of men, the chief fpring 
** of . patriots and confpirators in their 
"federations, or their plots! In a word, 
" they dare coolly fpeak to you in a lan- 
** gUage which, interpreted, precifely fgys, 
•* fFe think ourfelvesjirong enough to dif- 
"^ play the white colour, that is to fay, the 
** colour of the counter-r evolution in/ieadl' 
** of the odious colours of Liberty. — Cer- 
** tainly they have prefumed too far. Take 
" my advice (added he, addreffing himfelf 
•* to the Cott'Droit) and fleep not in fo 
•^ perilous a fecurity, for the awaking will 
" he prompt and terrible.*^ 

This incendiary fpcech,ofwhich I have only 
jreported the leading features, was often inter- 
rupted by lively applaufes, as well as by the 
moft violent murmurs mixed with fome fn- 

L 3 vedives. 
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vedtivcs. The words villain and qffqffin 
having efcaped from one of the moft worthy 
Deputies of the Tiers-Etat /]^. de GuiU 
hermyj, in^nediately raifeda dreadful ftorm 
againft him. He afcended the tribune in 
fpite of the cries from the Galleries, and ^he 
members of the Cote-Gauche, who called l^im 
to the Bar, and calmly waited to be accufed, 
M. de Menou did not hefitate to be his ac- 
cufer, and declared upon hisfaitl\ and ho^ 
nour that he had heard M. de Guilhermy 
call Miraheau villain and aflaflin. ** I 
** move,'* added he, ** for the honour of 
** the Affembly, that they authorife thciu 
** Prefident tocaufe ^. de Guilhermy to be 
** arrefted immediately.'* M. de GuiU 
hermy did not deny the words, but he ex-^ 
jlained and juftified them by repeating the 
e?cpre{Iions of Mif'd^l^^^us fpeech which had 
excited his indignation, and had prdvoked 
him to fay that that fpeech which might 
caufe a part of the Members to be aflaflj- 
nated was the fpeech of a villain, or an af* 
iaffin. ** I am vwiUing to believe," faiid he 
as he concluded^ *« that M. Miraheau had 
^* no fuch meaning in his mind, Let.hini 
♦* retrad: his fpeech, I retradlmine.*^ 
MirabeaUf fatisfied with this explanation^ 

moved 
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moved at firft that the AlTcmbly (hould paf$ 
to the order of the day. But his anger was 
rekindled when he heard his own fpeech cen- 
furcd with as much energy as juftice by one 
of the defenders of M. de Guilhermy. 
** I fhould be very ferry,'* faid he, ** on this 
** occafion to become the accufer, but I can- 
** not however confent to be accufed. My 
** language was not only not incendiary, but 
•* I maintain that it was my duty on fo 
** criminal an attempt to fupport the ho- 
•* nour of the national colours, and prevent 
** the infamy which there is nb room to 
*• doubt was hoped from our wcaknefs.'* 
He then repeated the mildeft of the cXpref- 
fions that had offended. ** I repeat it;** 
added he, *M efteem it an honour to repeat 
^* it, and woe to him amongft thofe that, 
*• like me, have fworn to die for the Gon- 
** ftitution, who finds himfelf under the ne- 
** ccffity of charging me with it as a crime ! 
** He has revealed the execrable fecret of his 
^* falfe heart. As to the expreflion of the 
'• perfon who has fubjeded himfelf to the 
•• fentence of the Affembly, the . infult was 
•• too vile to affedl me. I moved that we 
** Ihould pafs to the order of the day, in- 
^* Head of troubling ourfelves with his rav- 

L 4 '' ings ; 
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*/ , ings ; and perhaps if he had pref^rved 

* * any degree of temper, I fliould myfelf have 
*V become his advocate. I cannot then b^ 

* * fufpeded of a defire of revenge : but oh 
** reflexion I am' fenfible that it is t\H 
** proper that a Reprefentative of the Na- 
** tion fhould fufFer himfelf to be carried 
** away by the firft emotions of a. falfe 
V gcnerolity ; therefore 1 not only, with- 
** draw my motion of pailing to the order 
•* of the day, but I afk for a fentence on 
V. M. de Guilhermy or myfelf. If he is 
** innocent I am guilty : decide/* 

M. de Guilhermy was condemned to be 
kept under arrefl: for three days ; and the Af-? 
fem^ly adopted the plan foi^ a Decree propofed 
by M, Me/iou relative; to the changing of the 
national flag^ and to the fending of new civil 
Commiffi oners, authorifed by the King, to 
employ every means, and to take all meafures 
neceflary to the re-eftablifhment of order in 
thq fquadron, and in the town of Breft. It 
happened that precifely on the fame day the 
friends of the Conftitution of Breft, who had 
encouraged and fupported the meeting of the 
failors, fearing that the commotion of whicb 
they were loudly accufed might b^ the means 
qCffupprefling their club, fent deputies on 

board 
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board all ^he fliips charged to invite the crews: 
to fubmit to the laws, and obey their officers, 
&C' . Thefe deputies immediately obtained a 
fuccefe which would have been vainly ex- 
pddlcdr'from the authority of the Affcmbly, 
and ftilHefs from, that of the King. They 
cdmplqtely re^ftabliftied fubordination in the 
fquadroaby the mere promife of folicitinig a 
refdrbi of fuch articles in the penal code as 
difpleafed the failors. Thefe fignalifed their 
return to order and their joy by cries of 
Long Hue the Nation, the Law, and the 
King. The fociety of the friends of the 
Conititution, better known by the name of 
the Jacobin Club, drew up a minute, in 
which they ftated their zeal, their efforts, and 
their fuccefs in re-eftablilhing order on this 
occafion^ .and fent a copy of it to the Aflem- 
bly. Several members of the Cote -Droit 
inveighed forcibly againft the indecency and 
the danger of permitting a minute, drawn 
up by any individuals whatfoever whom the 
law did not authorife to employ that form, to 
be read in the Affembly, But thefe remon- 
ftrances were ineffedual : the minute of the 
cjub was read, and loudly applauded; it was 
Of^dcred to be printed, and the Affenibly au- 
thorifed- the Committee df the Navy to pre- 

fent 
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fcnt thcn\ the folio wring day with ^* the j^w 
** of a Etecrese for the alteration of the kr-* 
** ticl^s of the penal code which had occa^ 
*' fioned the remonftranccs of the fquadron.** 
They decreed at the fame time •* that tho 
** King fliould be requeiled to fufpend the 
•* execution of the Decree refpedting the ad- 
** dition of two civil Commifliortbrs tothoie 
" at prefent at Bred, and that the Preftdent 
•* (hovild write to the Society of the Friends 
<« of the Conftitution at Breft, to the King*s 
•* Commiffioners, and to the corporations 
** who had contributed to the eftablilhmcnt 
** of order, to exprefs to them the fatisfac- 
*' tion of the Aflembly/' 

On the day that the Aflembly decreed the 
tri-coloured flag, and that the failors at Breft, 
after having been fix weeks in a ftate of the 
moft ferious mutiny, made the harbour re- 
echo with the cries of Long live the Natioftf 
the Law, and the King, fome officers of 
the garrifon of Befort, whom the fumes of 
a regimeiltal feaft had rendered forgetful of 
the Conftitution and patriotifm, ran through 
the ftreets waving a white handkerchief on 
the point of a fword, exclaiming Lmig live 
the King, the Devil take the Nation^ 
They went to the barracks, and foon im* 

parted 
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parted their delirium to their men, who had 
alfo been treating their feUow-foldiers. Thej 
fpread themfelvcs through the town, com- 
pelled the. inhabitants to repeat their accla- 
mfitions, and ill-treated thofe who refufed, or 
did it unwillingly; but no pcrfon was 
wounded. The officers who had kept them- 
felves fober wifhing to quell the diforder, re- 
p^red to the Hotel-de- Fills, where the Mu- 
nicipal Officers had already affembled; but 
they were anfwered by infults, and the doors 
of the HoteUde-Ville were forced open. 
However, the Major of the Fort, who ar- 
rivcfd at that inftant, was fufFered to fpeak, 
and bfiing obeyed by the leaders of this jovial 
band, calm enfued. Unfortunately among 
trhofiJ leaders were M. de la Tour, Colonel 
of the regiment of Royal Liegeois, and the 
Major of the fame regiment. 

^. deBouilU being informed of what had 
paiTed at Befort, arrived there the day fol- 
Jowipg, and put the Colonel, the Major, and 
two Offices of the regiment of Royal 
J^iegeois, aad alfo an Officer of the Lau5:un 
Uiiflars imder ^ arreft for a month, ordered 
the regiment of Royal Liegeois to march 
out of the town immediately, and promiftd 
that the Lau^un Huilars (hould alfo march 

out 
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out foon. He informed the Court of the 
fteps he had taken ; and when the Miniftcr 
laid the account of the affair before the King, 
his Majefty ordered that all the officers whorfi 
M. de Boidlle had put under arreft fhould be 
imprifoned, the Colonel for two months, and 
the others for fix w^ceks. 

There was, perhaps, never fo fcvere a mi- 
litary punifliment infli<5ted upon officers for 
faults of this nature committed in a ilate of 
intoxication ; but the times required this fc- 
verity , and M. de la Tour-du-Pifir who 
was flill Minifler of War, did not doubt but 
that the AfTembly, who four days before had 
fhown themfelves fo indulgent to the failors 
at Brefl, would think the officers of the gar- 
rifon of B6fort at feaft fiifRciently punifhcd 
by the orders which he communicated to 
them. There was, however, an efTcntial 
diflindioh- betvV'een the two affairs^ Tiie 
mutiny at Breft, criminal as it was, -did not 
only appear excufable, but mefifdrious in the 
eyes of the Facftious^. To difavow the au- 
thority of the King, to defpife the orders of 
his MiniftcrSi t6 infult and outrage the offi- 
cers, were fo many ads in 'unifon With the 
fpirit and ev6n the plan of the Revolution. 
There was, it is true, mingled with it a little 

difobedience 
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difobedience. to ; fome articles df the new pe- 
i^liicode j but that crirt>e, orratherthat error, 
W«S:rQther too flight, not to bqeflf^ed by the 
reppntance^ of the failors. That of the Ofr 
jibeers of the regiment of Royal Liegeois,^ al- 
tliough cornmitted in a ftate of intoxication^, 
was of a very different nature. It was fiot 
fufficient to be a patriot in cool blood ; it 
was neceffary to be a patriot even in a de- 
liriuip. To recall the remembrance of the 
white flag^ by ^waving a white handkerchief 
on. the point of a fword j to cry, the devil 
take the >^ation, and tojcpmpel the people 
to repeat thefe impious cries, were evidently 
coTuntcr-revoJutionary aiSts, and cpnfequently 
crimes of treafon againfl the Nation. 

Such were in fubftance the arguments of the 
fpeakers of the Cote^Gauch^jxpQn thefe two 
incidents. The reporter of the firft /iVf. de 
ChampagnyJ declared according to the opi- 
nion of the Committee of the Nayy, ** that 
die events which had taken place in ^reffc 
Harbour ought to be coniidered as proceed-^ 
ing lefs from a fpirit of licentioufn^fsLand- 
ipfubordination than from an uneaijnefs- on 
tjie points of delicacy and honour;; that the^ 
articles which had given rife to that uneafi- 
ncfs were not effential to the penal code^ th*at« 

they 
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they might be repealed without incdnve- 
Bience j and that eveft juftice pfermitt^ tkis 
compliance with the tvifh of racA rtfumcd 
to their daty^ and who were defirous of Hy- 
ing and dying for their country/' tie ftK^rf 
iii corifequence^ that all the articles difap- 
proved by the>faildfs ftiduld be annylled, and 
it Was decreed accordingly- 

The reporter of the Military Comniittee 
(Muguet de Nanthou) confidered, on the 
contrary, the mifcrable orgies of Befort as a 
moft ferious outrage. •' You cannot/* faid 
he, ** extend your indulgence to the leaders; 
*« France ex pedis a fevere exatmplei the 
'* Nation arc tired of the guilty projefls 
•^ daily manifefted by their enemies, aAd 
♦« complain thlt your juftice is tardy. Cle- 
•* mency is no longer feafoftable ; wc irttift 
•* check by chaftifement thofe who arc not 
" checked by the fear of defolating their 
^* country, and whofe only regret is their 
^* want of fuccefs. There muft be an end 
*« put to thofe fadions that rend the body 
** politic, and which will at laft weaken, if 
** they cannot annihilate it. In fhort, at- 
** tertipts againft- the national will muff no 
•* longer be fuffered, and the Decrees ac- 
«> cepted or fandioned by the King muft be 

•* obeyed.'* 
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^* obeyed/'*—'* It is highly riecteffary/' added 
Afirabeau, ** to teach thofe wh6 have dared 
*• to call the national colours play-thingSy 
•'• that revolutions are not cfhildien's play/* 
The refult of thefe mad declartiations was a 
Decree purporting that the King fhould be 
entreated to give orders that the Colonel and 
Major of the regiment of the Royal Licgcois, 
as well as the Fort-Majbr at Effort, fhould 
be arreftcd, and committed to the prifon of 
the Ahhaye de St. Germain, as guilty of 
treafon againft the Nation; and that they 
ihould be arraigned and tried before the 
judges, who fhould be appointed to try the 
crimes of treafon againft the Nation *. The 
Chatelet had been deprived of that jurif- 
didlion by a Decree of the 25th of Odtober. 
Thus it only concerned the fupreme National 
Court, the formation of which had been alfo 
decreed. 

I have given no account of the different re* 
ports that were made to the AfTembly in the 
courfe of the months of September and Octo- 
ber relative to the troubles which agitated St. 

m The Colonel and Major of the regiment of Royal 
Liegeois informed of this Decree by an extraordinary 
cotirier, had happily time to efcape before JVf . de Bouilli 
could put it in execution. 

3 Domingo. 
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Domingo. A tircumftantial hiftoiy of the 
progrefs and the difaftrous confequences of 
the Revolution in that colony would lead too 
far to find a place in thefe Memoirs, in which 
I propofed foldy to colledt the principal 
events that occurred in France, and for which 
I can vouch from the commencement of the 
Revolution till the death of the King ; thofe 
being the fadls refpefting which my tefti- 
mony may be more particularly relied upon. 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XXXIi. 



A Plan of M. de Bouille's to make the 
Departments and the Army itf elf de fire 
that the Kingjhould take the Command 
of the Forces — Another Plan of the 
Baron de BreteuiVs oppofed by M. de 
Bouille, and adopted by the King — 
Great Debates in the AJjembly on the 
Quejiions whether the Kingjhould have 
a Military Houfkhold, and whether his 
Majejiy might take the Command of 
the Armies — Intrigue of the Jacobins 
agairi/i M. de la Fayette — The King's 
Letter on the Occajion — Quarrel be- 
tween M. de Chauvigny and M. Charles 
de Lameth — The latter is Jlightly 
wounded in a Duel with the Duke de^ 
Co/tries — The Houfe of the Marjhal do 

Vol. III. M Cafries 
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Cajiries pillaged by the Populace--^ 
The^ Municipality y the SedionSt and 
the National Guard go to the AJfemblyj 
the one to requeji a Law againji Duels ^ 
the other to demand Vengeance u/ion the 
Duke de Cajiries — l^hefe Demands ap- 
plauded — Confequences — Report ujion 
the Finances — Deputation of the Com* 
mune and National Guard ; their Ob-' 
jed — Denunciation againji the Bijhop 
of Nantes — New Oath prefcribed for 
the Clergy. 

The Court quitted St. Cloud on the 30th 
of Odober, and returned to Paris. Two 
days after their arrival it was known that the 
difpute which had arifen between Spain and 
England had been finally arranged, by his 
Catholic Majefty's confenting that the Eng- 
lifli might form a fettlement to the North of 
Nootka Sound, and that they might trade 
upon that coail: as far as Cape Mendocin. 
Thus vanifhed all apprehcnfions of a foreign 
war, to the Kingfs great fatisfadion, although 
perhaps to his undoing. All my doubts in 
that refpedl relate folely to the want of energy 
^nd refolution, of which Louis XFL gave 
but too many proofs ; for I am firmly con- 
vinced 



N0V41790.] JPftENCH REVOLtJTlOir. 163 

vinced that it was only at the head of the 
army, who would have been brought back 
to fubordination by the King's prefence 
alone, that his Majefty could expedk to te- 
cowr not only his liberty and dignity, but 
even the portion of power it might have 
pleafed him to prcfervc* Some well-chofen 
words of goodnefs and confidence addrefled 
to the military would have fufBced to revive 
their former feelings, their enthufiafm, I 
had almoft faid their idolatry for their mailer; 
they would all have (hed the very laft drop 
of their blood in defence of his perfon and 
authority. 

The Marquis de Bouille w^s fo full/ pei^ 
fuaded that it was the only favourable chance 
remaining for the King, that he then moft 
ferioufly endeavoured to bring it forward. 
The idea that occurred to him was to engagc. 
the Emperor to march a part of the army in* 
tended to reduce Brabant towards the fron- 
tier of France. The oftenfible objedl of this 
hoilik movement was to be the rcftoring the 
Princes of the Empire, who had poffeflions 
in Alface, to the rights, of which they had 
been deprived by the Aflembly. This mo^^- 
ment would have authorifed M. de Bouille^ 
who, fince the affair of Nancy, had entirely 

M 2 ' gained 
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gained the confidence of the troops of the 
line, of the National Guards, and of all the 
inhabitants of the frontier Provinces, to have 
affembled an army compofed of the beft re- 
giments. He had already communicated to 
the members, who had the greateft influence 
in the departments which were under his 
command, the plan he propofed to purfue in 
cafe of hoftilities ; and he was certain that 
as foon as the troops were aflembled accord- 
ing to his order, thofe departments would 
fend an addrefs to the Affembly, requiring 
that the King fliould put himfelf at the head 
of the army, of which the Conftitution had 
declared him Gencraliffimo, his prefence being 
abfolutely heccflary there to reprefs the fpirit 
of diforder and mutiny which prevailed, and 
the confequences of which might, at fuch a 
critical moment, be fatal. A petition from 
the army itfelf fhould have accompanied this 
addrefs, which would have been fupported 
iathe AiTembly, not only by all the merii-* 
hers of the Cote-Droit^ but alfo by feveral 
of the Cote-Gauche^ and particularly by 
MirabeaUy who at that time was defirous of 
making his peace with the Court *. 

* Memoirs of M. dc Bouilli, chap. ix. 

While 
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While the Marquis de Bouille Was pre- 
paring and combining his meafures for the 
execution of this plan, the Baron de Bre* 
teidl propofcd another more dangerous, and 
which had much lefs chance of fuccefs. But 
it was unhappily the King's fate always to 
prefer weak meafures, whatever dangers 
might attend them, to energetic ones ev^en 
without any danger, and of the ktter cha- 
racter certainly were thofe projected by M. 
de Bouille. It is evident that the worft that. 
CQuld have happened from them would not 
have rendered the King's fituatioi) more cri- 
tical, 

According to the Baron de BreteuiVs 
plan, the King and the Royal Family were 
tp leave Paris fecretly, and repair to one of 
the frontier towns of the Provinces, over 
which the Marquis de Bouille ^s command 
extended, and the Marquis was to point out 
that which he thought the fafeft. The King, 
on his arrival in the town, was to fummon 
thither his confidential Minifters, his faith- 
ful fervants, and the troops that could be re- 
lied upon, and he was to ufe every poffible 
ijieans of recalling thofe fubjedls, whom the 
Fa€liQUs h^d mifled, to reafon and a fenfe 
of their duty. The interpofition of the 

M 3 Allied 
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Allied Powers was not to be folicited till 
after all conciliatory means had been tried 
without fuccefs. 

The Bifliop of Pamiers, who was fcnt by 
the Baron de Breteuil to propofe this plan 
to the King, arrived at a jundure the moft 
fitted to determine his Majcfty to adopt it ; 
it was at the time when the Minifters, daily 
expofed to the moft violent perfccutions,^ 
were about to be compelled to refign their 
places to men more difpofed to favour the 
Revolution, and to ferve the prevailing Fac- 
tion. The King fearing, with too much rea* 
fon, that a Council thus compofed would 
daily augment the difficulties, the difgufts, 
and even the dangers of his fituation, faw in 
th^ Baron de BreteuiVs plan only an inno- 
cent means of efcaping from his flavery, 
and did not hefitate to approve it, in the full- 
eft confidence that M. de Bbuille, to whom 
the execution of it was to be confided, would 
infure its fuccefs. And, in fadt, was it not 
natural to hope that a General, who had 
been attended with glory in every enter-^' 
prife he had undertaken, however hazar- 
dous it was, would not fail in the moft in- 
terefting of all, and the fuccefs of which he 
had the moft at heart, 

1 The 
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The Marquis de Bouille, informed of the 
King's determination by the Bifhop of Pa- 
mierSj whom his Majefty had commiflioned 
to confer with hinri upon it, immediately 
forefaw the difficulties and dangers attending 
an attempt of this kind, and the fatal con- 
sequences which would refult from it if it 
did not fucceed ; for it might endanger not 
only the Monarchy, but even the life of the 
King. ** I can render his Majefty," faid he, 
^* thofe eflential ferviccs which he experts 
**^ from my zeal, without having recourfe 
^* to fuch perilous means/* He then dif- 
clofed the plan which he had formed himfelf ; 
but the Bifhop of Pamiers convinced him 
of the neceffity of renouncing it, by inform^ 
ing hini that the Emperor, and the other 
Pqwcrs in alliance with the King, had for- 
mally declared their unanimous refolution to 
wait till his Majefty fhould be out of Paris, 
and at full liberty, before they undertook to 
ad. The King had fixed on th^ month of 
March following for the time of his de- 
parture, in order to allow M. de Bouille time 
fo make every necefTary preparation, and to 
concert with his Majefty, who from that 
moment maintained a fee ret and regular cor- 
Tcfpondence with him xefpedling the journey 

M 4 to 
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to Montmedy, which was the town pointed 
out by M. de BouilU as that to which the 
King might proceed with the leaft rifk *. 

Unfortunately the !pa(flious were no lefjj 
aware than M. de BouilU that the only rc- 
fourpe which remained for the King to re* 
cover his authority was to place himfelf at 
the head of the army. In times of peace 
this would have been the fignal for civil war, 
and they too well knpvv the charadlcr of 
JjOids XVL not to be conVincjed that he 
could never determine upon that : but they 
did not fee lefs danger for themfelves in his 
taking the command of the army, even in 
cafe of a foreign war ; and the means of de- 
priving him of the power of it foon became 
an objed for the determination of the hU 
fembly. 

This important queftipn was debated \v\ 
the Sitting of the 1 1 th of November upon 
the denunciation of the pretended alarms 
caufed by the report fpread that th? King ' 
was about to form a new guard. Teftimonie^ 
of love .and regard for the King^, as ftale as 
hypocritical, were niixed with this denun- 
ciation, ancl veiled its motives. *' A military 

* See the Memoirs of M. de Bouilliy chap. ix. 

f* houfehold/* 
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•* houfehold/* it was faid, **is.an armed 
** hqufehold, and an armed houfehold is ufe- 
** Icfs to a King beloved by all the citizens 
** of the empire. The King of the French 
•* is adored by all the French, All would 
^' unite to guard him ; any diftindlion what- 
** ever would be invidious, and the guard of 
*• the King of the French is but ^ guard of 
** honour/* It was demanded in confe- 
quence that the Military Con^mittee, and 
that of the Conftitution together, fliould be 
charged to make a report on the queftion 
whether it would be proper to create a guard 
gf honour for the King ? and if fo, by whom 
and in what manner it ought to be formed i 

This motion, made by the Deputy Biau^ 
Zat, was powerfully fupported by Alexander 
de Beaidiarnois, and by Alexander de La-- 
meth ; the firft of thefe Alexanders looked 
with dread on an armed fprc^ deft^ned to 
execute the will of a fingle man; and, acr 
cording to his idea, to grant a military houfe- 
hold to the King, was to break the ncceiTary 
balance between the powers, without any 
advantage to the puJblic tranquillity^ and 
with certain danger to the National Li-' 
Verty, He concluded that it would probably 
be the opinion of the Committees that the 

King 
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Ring fhould have no military houfchold, and 
he waited to defend the report fhould it be 
oppofed, ** I have another obfervation to 
•• make/* added he: ** It is neceflary that 
*' we (hould decree that under no circum* 
♦' ftance what foever the King Ihall command 
** the troops in perfon.'^ At thcfe words 
the fpeaker was interrupted, but not difcon- 
certed by the murmurs and indignation of all 
the Members of the Cote-Droit. It was not 
to pleafe them he wiflied, but the Members of 
the Cote-Gauche, the patriots of the gaL 
leries, and by thefehewas loudly applauded, 
when he obferved in fupport of his motion 
** that peace could only be fecurcd by the 
rtfponfibility of the agents of the Executive 
Power I that if a Minifter or a General fhould 
commence hoflilities, their heads might b^ 
made to anfwer for their crime ; whereias the 
King at the head of the army might, if he 
jpleafed, plunge the Nation into a difaftrous 
war, and no guilty perfon be punifhable on 
account of the Monarches inviolability.** 

M. Malouet oppofed thefe different pro- 
pojfitions with energy. He infilled upon the 
indecency of- debating whether the King 
fliQuld or fhould not have a military houfc- 
hold. He maintained that the bufinefs of 

jthe 
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the Aflfembly was only to determine the num- 
ber of men of whicK that houfehold (hould 
eonfift ; that the very idea of depriving the 
King of the right of commanding his armies 
in perfon was fufficient to grieve arid alarm 
every good citizen, becaufe, if adopted, it 
would necefTarily lead to the diflblution of 
the monarchical ftate, under which the people 
had chofen to live. ** Whither are we to 
♦' be led then,*' faid he, ** with all thefe 
'* motions ? When will there be an end of 
•* this Revolution, which inceflantly con«^ 
*• tradi<^s its principles? When will this 
** threatening fermentation ceafe, which keeps 
** the French Nation in conjftantconvul (ions? 
'* You are continually told of imaginary 
*' counter-revolutions, but I announce a real 
** one; that which at this moment the agi- ^ 
*^ tation of the public mind is preparing, 
•* which, after having diforganized the State, 
** will make retrograde motions; and then 
** the people, become furious, will break 
** out againft their pretended friends, from 
•* whom they may perhaps demand*' . . . • 
The murmurs and clamours which had often 
interrupted him were redoubled at this mo- 
ment with fo much violence, that they pre- 
vented his concluding this fentcnce. He 

finiflied 
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finiftied by moving, that the Committees 
Ihould be only charged to make a report con-r 
cerning the number of men of which the 
King's guard fhould confift, 

Alexander de Lameth then rofe, and dc-r 
livered a fpeech, which defcrveg the more to 
be known, as it gives a very exa(fl idea of his 
principles and revolutionary talents. 

** Perhaps/* faid he, ** it would be cafy 
'* to prove, if we chofe to difcufs that point, 
'* that far from degrading royalty, the pro-r 
?* polition of M. de Beauhamois tends to 
** preferveits true chara(5ler ; that the King, 
^* fupreme chief of all the parts of the 
V Executive Power, fhould not ceafe to {\t^ 
** perintend the whole, and become bimfelf 
*^ the adtor in one branch only; that be 
?* fhould not ceafe to be the centre of the 
** Conflitution, and go to a diflance from his 
•* people to jexercife functions incompatible 
^* with the inviolability which you have 
** confecrated; and that the pretended right 
** now claimed for him is only that of ab- 
** dicating the dignity of King to vefl him 
^* with the charader of a General of the 
^^ army. But laying this queflion afide for 
'* the prcfent, I think it^my duty to call the 
** attention of the AfTembly to the fyllen^ 

*• of 
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•' of fome individuals, who wifli to repre- 
*• fent the friends of Liberty as enemies to 
•* Royalty/*— ** Yes, yes,*' cried feveral 
Members of the Cote'-Droit — ** No, no," 
replied Alexander de Lameth, fupported 
by all the Members of the Cote-Gauche i 
** no, the King's friends are not thofe who 
'• unceafingly claim that title. The King^s 
*• friends are thofe who have deftroyed the 
♦* Parliaments, thofe who have deftroyed 
** the order of the Clergy, thofe who, by 
** deftroying the monuments of the feudal 
•■f fyftem, have put an end to that eternal ri- 
** valry between the Throne and the Arifto- 
•* cracy, and' broken the barriers which for 
** fo long a time feparated the King and the 
"* people. Yes, I repeat itj as one of our 
** colleagues obferved with no lefs eloquence 
•* than truth, that the natural alliance, the 
** facred and lafting alliance, is that of the 
*• Monarch and of the people, and of that 
*• you have laid the foundation; you have 
*• cemented it for ever by deftroying all the 
*• intermediate tyrannies which ignorance 
•* and ufurpation had placed between them,* 
*• We are not dupes of the patriotic fblici-* 
** tude of the laft fpeaker, who pretends to* 
** fear that the Nation inay become tired of 
2 ** Liberty, 
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^* Liberty, and, returning into the old track, 
•* abandon thofe who have conftantly de- 
•* voted themfelves to their interefts. If we 
•* attend to M. Malouet, we muft take care 
** not to weary the people with alarms. Ac- 
* * cording to his idea we (hoidd think no more 
•* of commotiorts— of a counter-revolution. 
•* Alas ! at what a time does he recommend 
** this dangerous fecurity ? At the moment 
** when the enemies of the country do hot 
•* blufh to march under the ftandards of a 
^* giiilty Minifter — when M. de Calonne 
** flics through the neighbouring countries 
** to unite all the elements of counter-rcvo*^ 
** lution. But let M. Malouet fet his mind 
'* at refl i for we fhall riot ceafe to watch^ ta 
** combat, and, if neceflary, to perifh for 
** the interefts of the people, and the com- 
*^ pletion of the Revolution* — In refpedt to 
** the King's guard, I have to tell you that 
** the Military Committee^ informed of the 
•* fermentation excited' in Paris by the re* 
•• ports of an approaching change in the 
•* National Guards ; recolle<5ling their con- 
•' ftarit and fignal fervices in the defence of 
•* Liberty, and the maintenance of good 
•* order in times the moft ftorlny ; recoUecft- 
•• ing the reiterated teftimonies of fatisfac-^ 

'' tion 



tion that you have given to their indefati- 
gaiblc 55eal, have charged me to propofe to 
you to refer to your Military and Con* 
ftitutional Committees whatever relates to 
the formation of the military houfehold. 
In refped: to that part of the National 
Guard known by the name of the Paid 
Guards (Garde-Soldee, formerly the 
Gardes Fran^aifesJ, whom fome men 
have endeavoured to render uneafy abcmt 
their future lot, let them confidently repofe 
upon the National Affembly, who will 
not forget their fervices in the Revolution; 
and whatever arrangements may be adopted 
in regard to the King's military houfehold, 
this part of the National Guard may reft 
affured that their interefts will not be for* 
gotten/* 

This fpeech, interrupted at almoft every, 
fentcnce by the applaufes of the Galleries, of 
the Members of the Cote-Gauche^ and by 
the ipoft tumultuous tranfports of joy, con- 
cluded the debate, and determined the Aflem- 
bly to refer to the Mihtary and Conftitutional 
Committees the motion made by Alexander 
de Beauharnois, as well as that which con- 
cerned the King's military houfehold. Th^ 
Members of the Cote-Droit took no.part in 

the 
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tht determination, and one of them (M. de 
FoucaultJ even required that their not taking 
a part ftiould be certified ; but his niotibri, 
though feconded, was not put to the vote, 

Thefe alarms which agitated the Nation, 
and particularly the old French Guards 
^Garde Soldee), were the efFe<St of an in- 
trigue formed, againft M. de la Fayette by 
his rivals in popularity. The agents of the 
Club of Jacobins, from which he had for 
fome time abfented himfelf, had fprcad a re- 
port that he was engaged in forming a mi- 
litary houfehold for the King, and that am- 
bitious views had caufed him to confent to 
exclude the Garde Nationale Soldee from 
this new corps, which it was faid was to 
confift of 6000 men, and to be principally 
compofed of fuch of the Garde Fran^aifes 
as had refolved not to enter into the National 
Guard. Thefe reports became fo ferious, as 
to determine the Council-General of the 
Commune to demand from M. de la Fayette 
the moft explicit account of this fubjed:, in 
an extraordinary Sitting which he was de- 
fired to attend on the loth of November. 
He gave proofs the moft likely to diflipate 
all uneafinefs relative to his condudt, to his 
perfona^ vicws^ and to the King's intentions, 

contained 
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OenUUEwd in a Icttor from his Majefty, which 
Jie produced^ Arid of Which he had already 
f(i»dt uCe to pacify the Garde Sddee. This 
letter was couched iii the following terms : 

** I apprife you, iSir, that when I form the 
** infontty of my military houfehold, my 
** intcnlioa is to admits as you propofed to 
** «|ie> tht Gretutdiers Soldcs of the Na- 
** tioiial Guard of Paris, and a part of the 
•* centre companies. I (hall confult you on 
** this bufinefs at the tinne I expe(5l to carry 
•* il into execution, as well as on the fer- 
*^ ykje of the volunteers of the different Na- 
** tional Guardgi You know that my in- 
*^ tentioii has alwayi been that they (hould 
** 4o duty about rny perfon whereyer I am.*' 

The following day this letter, and all the 
information given by M* de la Fayette on 
th<? fujbjeia^ were made public by a lon^ puo-^ 
cJfpiMfttiOn cojupofed by the Council-General 
pf the Commune i fo that the motion made 
the faipe day by the Deputy Biauzat in the 
National Affembly, relative to the King's mi- 
litary hpufehol^, evidently had no pbjetft but 
that of ferving as a preamble or introduction to 

Vol, IIL N the 
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the more important motion of Alexander de 
Beauharnois. It is obfervable too, that they 
both entered into the plan of attack direded at 
that period againft the Miniftcrs, whofe ene- 
mies enraged at not fucceeding in having their 
difmiffion demanded by a Decree, flattered 
thcmfelves that they (hould compel them to rc- 
fign, by giving them to underfland that all 
thcfe motions, fo offenfive to the King, were 
fuggefted and juftified by the didruil they 
created. 

At the time that Alexander de Lameth 
was arrogantly declaring from the tribimc 
that he was ready to fight, and to perijh, 
if necejfary, for the intereji of the people, 
and for the completion of the Revolution, 
Charles, de. Lameth, his brother, ftridly 
faithful to the fame caufe, was poftponing 
till after the Seffion a challenge given to him 
in the moft prefling terms by M. Chauvigny 
de Blot. The origin of this quarrel took 
place at the time of the convocation df the 
Bailiwicks for the nomination of deputies to 
the States-General. M. de Lameth and M. 
de Chauvigny were at the Bailiwick Affem- 
bly of Senlis, and M. de Chauvigny com- 
plained that having been placed in the lifl: of 

the 
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thecledors of the nobility, he had been de- 
clared ineligible by an obfervation made by 
M. de Lamethy that he had not the quali- 
fications required by the regulation. M. de 
Chauvigny had been travelling ever fince the 
time, and. perhaps at his return did not recol- 
ledl, or did not confider the difagrecment 
at Senlis as an offence, till the perfon 
who had given it had by his condudl in the 
AfTembly become the objedl of reproach to 
all the nobility of the kingdom. Be that as 
it may, on the 11th of November M, de 
Chauvigny fcpt for Charles de Lameth to 
the door of the AfTembly, and put him in 
mind of what had paffed between them at 
Senlis. ** It was by you,** added he, '* that 
the regiment of Me/?re-rfe- Camp, in which 
I have the honour to ferve, was corrupted, 
and led to revolt ; it was by you, by your 
perfidious manoeuvres, that the Officers faith- 
ful to the King were, during feveral hours, 
on the point of being maflacred. I am one 
of that number, and I come to demand fa- 
tisfa<aion for it.^* Charles de Lameth in 
vain attempted to juflify himfelf ; his ad- 
verfary was determined td -fight, and defired 
that he would appoint the time and place. 
'• As you have waited till now to complain 
N 2 of 
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of the circumftancc with which you charge 
mc/* faid Charles de Lamefh, ** you may 
ftill wait till the etid of the Seffion ; I (hall then 
attend you, but not fooner.*' — ^* I will every 
where proclaim you a coward.*^ — ** I have 
been already tried; you will not be believed.*^ 
— ** Tried or not, your anfwer is ftill that of a: 
coward, and I fhall make it public.'*— r-'* But 
I (hall confult my friends^ and z€t according 
to their advice.'^ — He i&.id that the friends 
whom he confulted approved of his conducSt 
in every point; but unfortunately he was 
imprudent enough to fay a¥o that this quarrel 
had been provoked by the Dtike de Cqftries^ 
who, not daring to attack him openly, had 
chofen M. de Chauvigny for his champion. 
The Duke de Cqjiries^ Vfho was a Member 
of the Aflembly, was immediately informed 
of this remark / and the next day^ at the 
bieaking up of the Sitting, demanded latis* 
faidion for it of Cliarles de Lameth. The 
infult was too lerious and too recent to allow 
of any delay in giving it. The duel wai 
fought the fame day in the Champ de Mars^ 
and ended in an inftant by a flight wound 
which Charles de Lameth received in hig 
kft arm, and which drew from him the moil 
piercing cries» 

This 
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This duel, the caufo and circumftances (4 
which were reported in a thoufand different 
ways^ fet the whole capital in an uproar, and 
l>ecame the fubjecS: of the deliberations of the 
Commune of all the Sedlions, of the Jacobin 
Club, and of the groups of the Palais-^ 
RqyaL The moft ridiculous alarms wero 
fpread concerning the confequences that 
might attend this fatal wound, and the ex* 
traordinary pain it had caufed gave rife to the 
moil injurious fufpicions againft the Dulce 
de Cq/iries. The populace on all fides vent- 
ed the moft furious imprecations againit him, 
while meflages and even deputations from the 
different Sedlions were conflantly fent to 
Charles de Lameth's houfe to inquire 
the ftate of his health, and to teftify to 
kim the lively interefl which every good pa^ 
tfiot took in the prefervarion of their beloved 
defender. The following day the good pa* 
tx*iots were not content with fympathifing 
with him, they refolved to avenge him. Aa 
immenfe mob went to the Hotel de Cafiries^ 
atnd forced the gates, in fpi^ of the repre* 
fentations of the National Guard, who were 
too weak to refift, even had they been in- 
clined. In lefs than an hour all the furni- 
tuf e in the houfe was* broken into a thoufand 

N 3 pieces^ 
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|)icces, and thrown out of the windows, ex- 
cept a portrait of the King, which had been 
given by his Majefty to the Marflial de 
Cajiries. The mob quietly retired when 
there was nothing more to break. The zGtoxs 
in this fcene of deftrudtion, as they quitted 
the Hotel de Cajiries^ afFedled to be fearch- 
ed by the guard, that it might be clearly feen, 
faid they, that it was not for the /lur/iqfe 
of pillage they, came, hut to exercife an 
ad of national vengeance. 

It was generally obferved that this outrage 
was committed with much lefs impetuofity and 
diforder than all thofe that had preceded it; 
and it was confidered rather as the execution 
of a plan coolly concerted than as the effedt 
of a fudden and unexpected explofion of po- 
pular fury. A circumftance, of which no 
doubt the Lameths were entirely ignorant, 
contributed hot a little to confirm this ccm- 
j^dlure. A perfon of the name of Cler-^ 
monty known to be their confidential revolu- 
tionary agent, had been feen among the lead- 
ers of the mob, and it was not doubted but 
that he wa§ the principal infligator of it *, 

The 

* This man was formerly a Conft£lioner, ^nd vender 
of liqueurs. He had attached himfelf to the Lameths, 

and 
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The Affcmbly were informed of what was 
{^(Sx^ at the Hotel de Cajirtes when it was 
too late, to prevent it. Scarcely was this ncW 
iafurredion announced, when the brigands, 
who were on that day affemHed in great 
mimbers in the Galleries, made the Hall ring 
with their ferocious applaufes. A Deputy 
of the Nobility (^M. de MurinaisJ declared 
thatlhc example, or the fignal for this clap- 
ping, had been given by Members of the 
Affembly; but this affertion, contradidled 
hy fbme party clamours of the Cote-Gauche, 
had no further confequenccs. The Prefidcnt 
impofed filence on the Galleries, and threat- 
ened them to give the ftrideft orders to keep 
them filent. The news arrived at this mo- 

and under their diredlion employed a certain number ot 
trufty agents to enlighten and direft the public opinion, 
or rather the popular opinion ; for they only frequented 
coffee-houfes, public-houfes, and groups in the gardens. 
At the diflblution of th^ firft Aflembly, the Lamefhs i^* 
commended this man and his machinery to M. de Lejfart^ 
who employed him under the name of Giles with the 
King's approbation. When M. de Lejjart was impeach- 
ed, his Majefty defired that I would continue to employ 
Giles arid his agents. He appeared to me very intelli- 
gent and devoted to the King, and I made ufe of hint 
for feveral months. I did not then know that the name, 
of Giles was not his real name, and little furpedled that 
Gilts and Ckrmant was the fame perfon. 

N 4 m«nt 
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5icflt that the 40,000 fcrfons, rortt and t^o- 
m^Uy who had bten deftroyirtg the Mo^ ^ 
CafirUsy had retired, and that order w«$ 
rcweftaWiihed. The AficmWy ckpped thiatt 
hands at thi^ intelligence, and hrokc up Am 
Sitting, without deUberating upon aiDbiarw 
which ;the Abbe Maury had nroved for the 
|>rcYention of fimilar outrages. 

The fame ctay, ai the opening of the E^eii» 
ing Sitting, a deputation from the faattalccfi 
of the Sedtion of Boqnei-Npuvellc were id^ 
niittcd to the Bar. The objedl of thaw ttiift 
fion was to folicit a Decree, ena<S:ing.that foi 
the future no Member of the Affembly QsedX 
be challenged to fight in ^\^y ca^fc, or unduf 
any pretext whatfoever, and that whccttt? 
fhould dare to lift a facrilegious hand againft 
a Member, fhould be declared guilty of treafon 
againll the Nation, and as fuch deliveiieii 
over to the vengeance of the laws^ But thefe 
Solicitations were only a fecondary coniidera^ 
tion with the deputation, their chief objecSt 
being dire<5ted againft the Duke de Cajiries^ 
whonn the patriots of the S^iflion of Jonne^ 
Nouvelle did not think fufliciently puniflied, 
" This nfian,^* faid their fpeaker, ** at whof^ 
*• name all the friends of the Conftitutiot\ 
*• )viH henceforth be fhocjced, has dfiredto 

'' caH 



^^ call M. Ckaries de Lameth out, without 
«• ttdpeSt to his virtues, and Ml kfs to 
^^ kris charad:er. It is againft this prefump^ 
♦* tiKMs man that the battalion olf Bonne* 
♦• Nouvelie, who are but the organ of all 
^* tlie patriots of France, come to denrnnd 
•• vengeance." 

The Members of the Coti^Gaache fo far 
fo«got thfttnfelves as to interrupt the fpeaker 
fit this fentcnce by the moft ihameful ap- 
p^ufes. . A Deputy, hitherto remarked for 
hii$ moderation (M. Roy), was fo (hocked 
lit this indecent behaviour, that he could not 
\idBp faying in a very loud voice, '* that 
tume but nillcdns couM have givin theje 
fgpphmfhs.^* Thcfc words excited the moll 
t^ofem m^muxrs aiikiong the Cott-Gautcke, 
mixfcdwjdi cries of •* To tke Abi&ye, ta 
fh» jttbaye^*^ Thefe criei were brought 
ferwud ia the ihape of a regular motion by 
fammref as ibpn :as the fpeaker of the bat* 
t^ion li^d finilhed ki^ hanangue^ and the Pre* 
^deiit iaiad answered him. M Malouet and 
JStimbeau presented them&lves at once at the 
tobune^ and contended for the priority of 
Speech. Ml Mahuet having obtained it» 
^iirabmu iaid to hitn : '' Let me have 

your 
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your place J I mean to Jpeak to the fame 
purpqfe as yourfelf, cmdJhaU he morejuc^ 
cefsfuV Upon this aflurance M. Malouet 
confentcd to withdraw. The Members of 
the Cote-Droit, deceived by the fudden mo- 
tion and angry countenance Qi.Mirahemi^ 
thought that he had taken poffeflion of the 
tribune by force; and cried out feveral times, 
Doiun with the villain; make way for Mi 
Malouet. Miraheav, perfifting to keep pof- 
feflion of the tribune, he was again abufed, 
on which he became enraged beyond expref^ 
fion ; and inflead of thundering againfl: the 
incendiaries of the Hotel de Ca^rieSj and 
againfl their guilty defenders, he turned aU 
his fury againft the Members of the Cote^ 
Droits and pointing at them, cried : Would 
you, know the real incendiaries, there they 
are • . . The good people who are calum^ 
niated^ and.fo forth. He continued in this 
ftyle, fupported the motion of Barnave witE 
vehemence, and the worthy M. Rcy was 
condemned to three days imprifcmment. 

When Miraheau defcended from the trt* 
hvivtt J M. Malouet, highly oflfended, re-? 
proached him feverely for his deceit, " I 
amafhameil. pfit,'* replied he, *' but you 

muft 
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muft be angry with thofe Gentleltien, it was 
impoffiblc for mc to vote with people that, 
would tear me to pieces.*' 

Ms Bailly alfo appeared at the Bar at the 
head of a deputation of twelve members of 
the Municipality, and entreated the Aflem- 
bly to make a law as foon as poffible againft 
duels ; but neither the Duke de Cq/lries, or 
Charles de Lameth, were named or alluded 
to in this petition, although their duel was 
evidently the occafion of it. If the iflue of 
this combat had been different, and the Duke 
de Cajtries, inftead of flightly wounding 
Charles de Lameth in the arm, had been 
himfelf mortally wounded, it is more than 
probable that the people would not have 
troubled themfelves about the matter; that 
the Municipality, the Sedions, and the Na- 
tional Guard, far from feeling and repre- 
fenting in fo lively a manner the neceffity of 
a law againft duels, would not have thought 
more of it than they had done fome months 
before when M. de Cazales, in his duel with 
Barnave^ received a ball in the middle of 
his forehead. 

Nothing, however, was ordained relative 
to duels, and the firft report of confequerice 
which occupied the Aflembly was that of the 

Committee 
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Cottimittcc of Finances concerning the ex- 
pences of the year 17911 and the means- of 
providing for them/ The Deputy charged 
with this report {M. he Bnui) was unquef- 
tionably the moft able man in the Aflem- 
bly to execute that taik. He did not conceal 
the difficulties of it. How, indeed, could 
certain calculations be fixed upon probabilities 
and conjectures ? How could expences which 
the troubles, jnfurrciftions, and general dif- 
order might every moment augment to an 
incalculable degree, be .cftimated even ap.* 
proximately ? How w^s a ftatcment of fixed 
receipts to be ptefentcd when the receiving 
of the taxes was not furer than the executioi^ 
of the laws, when the ftagnation of com- 
merce and the fudden interruption of luxury 
daily diminifhed the produce of the duties to 
which they were fubjedt ; in a word, when 
that confidence which alone feeds and pre-t 
ferves the public income, was entirely annir 
hilated? Therefore M. Le Brun confined 
himfelf to delivering in a ftatement of the 
public expences which might be regarded a$ 
fixed, and which amounted in the whole to 
the fum of 566,271,646 livres*, exclufive 

* Sec this ftatement, Appendix, No. xi. 

of 
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of thofe attending the admimftration of juf- 
tice, the offices of Government, the colledl- 
ing the taxes, the adminiftration in the da-- 
partmehts, and the expences of the roads. 
'The charge of all thofe objeds, yet unde- 
cided and variable, were to be left to the de» 
partments. The unforefeen and cafual ex- 
pences were alfo omitted in this ftatement. 

X With refped to the receipts, the reporter 
contented himfelf with obferving^ that the re- 
venue of^ the national property might be va- 
lued at leaft at 40 millions, and the amount 
of the taxes neceflkry to be impofed fhould 
be fixed at 5^,272,000 livres. The con- 
tribution of the eftatcs of the Clergy, and^ 
the contribution from the funds and privi- 
ledged perfons, appeared to him more than 
fufficient to provide for the expenc6s attend- 
ing the adminiftration of juftice, the ex- 
pences of the Government, and of coUeifting 
the taxes. This report was highly applaud* 
cd, and the debate upon it adjourned. 

In the Evening Sitting of the fame day^ 
the Committee appointed for the affair of 
Avignon arid the Diplomatic Committee not 
having been able to agree upon the petition 
of the people of Avignon, tending to an 
^nion of the Comtat with France, the dif- 

cuflion 
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cuffion was opened on that queftion, and 
drew on debates which, after having lafted fe- 
veral Sittings, were terminated by a Decree ad- 
journing the determination, and ordering that 
the King fhould be requefted to fend French 
troops to Avignon, to proted under his or- 
ders the French eftabhlhments, and maintain 
the public peace in concert with the Muni- 
cipal Officers. It .was alfo decreed that the 
prifoners from Avignon confined in the pri- 
fons of Orange fhould be fet at liberty. 

During the difcuffion of this afl&ir, the 
Council-General of the Commune of Paris 
introduced by M. Bailly, and a deputation 
of the battalions of the National Guard, with 
M. de la Fayette at their head, were admit- 
ted to the Bar. The firfl of thefe deputations 
came to entreat the AfTembly to proceed to 
the paffing of a general law of police, which 
they had already promifed fe veral times, on 
the repeated folicitations of the Municipality. . 
** AnecefTary law,*' faid the fpeaker, ** as 
*^ our dangers are great, multiplied, and 
"Vj daily augmenting ; in fine, anecefTary law 
i^ for the fafety of this capital, whofe com- 
** motions are felt throughout the empire, the 
*' peace and good order of which are con- 
** fid^d to us. Jt is the law which mult 

*• anfwer 
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** anfwer for thofe ; we only anfwer for the 
. •* execution of the law . . . Paris has proved 
V that it contains a fund of patriotifm and 
'" virtue, but Paris is alfo the refuge of all 
** forts of crimes, which here conceal them- 
** felves in the (hade, and are undiftinguifh- 
** ed in the multitude," &c. &c. 

This law was in faft the more neceffary, 
as, fince the abolition of the ancient and ad- 
mirable Pblice of Paris, which had been 
fucceflively perfected by the experience and 
wifdom of the ableft magiftrates, all in this 
Police had been fubjedt to partial, arbitrary, 
and often contradictory deciiions. 

The fpeaker of the deputation of the Coun- 
cil-General of the Commune called the at- 
tention of the Affembly to another objedl not 
lefs urgent. ♦* It is a month,** faid he, 
** fince the old Courts have been fupprefled, 
*' a ftiU greater length of time will elapfe ^be- 
*• fore the new ones are eftablifhed : mean^ 
*' while the accufed have no judges ; the 
^* prifons are full ; new ones have been pro- 
^* vided ; the prifoners are crouded toj^ethei", 
^* attd'difeafe is ready to pronounce fenten^e 
" of death. They are in defpair, and afe 
^* continually crying out to b€j)ut to death 
'* or tried. All thcf^ men agitated, torturefd 
2 . '* by 
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** by wifetchedjiefs, beg daily that an end 
** may be put to it*— They are ready to rife 
** againft their gaolers j there is no faying 
•* how foon an infurrc(Stion may kt them 
" loofe upon the capitaL^^-^-Wc moft eamcftly 
«* entreat the National Aflembiy toeftaWifh 
*' a provifional tribunal, of grant a jurifi^ic- 
•* tion to one of the fuperior Courts which 
'* ftili exift.— In a word, to appoint judges 
•* who may clear the priibns bythe jufti- 
•• fication of innocence, pr by examples <>^ 
•^ juftice/' 

The obje<a of the deputation of the Na*i 
tional Guard was not lefs remarkable, as majT 
be perceived by the following extracts from 
M. dela Fc^ette's fpecch. 

" We have all promifed to the country 
•* our arms, to the law our fubmilfion, ta 
*' Heaven our Liberty 1 but thefe arms> thi« 
" fubmiffion, this liberty ftand in need of 
^* being dire<3:ed by you^ All our duties re* 
** main in a ftate of confufion, and however 
** purely devpted we are to them, however 
*• indefatigable be our zeal, the firft requi- 
'* lite for fulfilling a duty is to know it welL 
** The organization of the National Guard 
** <«lly can put an end to this uncertainty ,-—* 
*♦ Pernrit us to reprefent to you that H is 
3 ** perhaps 



Nov. 1790.) FEltXCH REVOLUTION. 



15a 



' perhaps upon that operation depends the 

* return of order, without which yoiir la- 

* hour and ours would be fruitlefs.— rWe 

* frankly tell you that we are ignorant of 

* the nature, degree, and *form of pro- 

* teftion to be afforded by the National 

* Guard to the levying of the contributions ; 

* or how we can enfure the execution of 

* your Decrees fo important, and compel the 

* citizen who evades to fubmit to them. — 

* Haften then, Gentlemen, to engage our civic 

* and military honour, to defend our public, 

* and to facrifice our private i^iterefts.— The 

* fentiment that permits us to join the pride 

* of a free foldier to the warlike fundtions 

* of. an obedient citizen waits only till you 

* have traced out . the laws by which they 

* are to be ruled, and which we fwear to 

* you we will refpedt and maintain/* 

The Affembly unanimoufly applauded the 
fpeeches of M. Bailly ted M. de la Fayette^ 
ordered them to be printed, and promifed to 
take them into ferious confideration. Hiftory 
ought alfo to fecure them as authentic mo-^ 
numents, or rather as convincing vouchers, 
which completely expofe the arrogant in-- 
ability atid the criminal rafhncfs of ihefe le- 
giflators of a day, of that Affembly who 

Vol. III. O called 
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called thcmfelvcs conjiituent (or conftitu- 
tion-makers), who thought themfelves the 
wifcft and moft auguf^ in the world, and 
who, in the profound and difficult fcience of 
legiflation, have difplayed no other talent, 
no other plan than that of abolifhing the Con- 
ftitution, and all the exifting laws,' in order 
to fubllitute for them a code of rebellion and , 
anarchy. The two petitions which I have 
juft mentioned prove on this point three fadts 
of great hnportancc : 

ift. That ever fmce the month of July 
1789, the ancient fyftem of the Police of 
Paris had been annihilated, and that at the 
tnd of the month of November in the fol- 
lowing year the AfTembly had not begun to 
eftablifh a Police for the capital. 

2dly, That from the month of Auguft 
1789, the people had been armed throughout 
the kingdom by virtue of the Decrees of the 
Affembly, and that at the end of the year 
1790 that army of three millions of men 
was not organized, nor were the ufe and 
fervice of that immenfe force yet regu- 
lated. 

3dly, That on the ift of Oftober 1790, 
all the Parliaments were fuppreffed except 
that of Paris, which was alfo fuppreffed on 

the 
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the 15th of the fame month, and at the end 
of the month of November the new tribunals 
which were to be fubftituted for thofe Courts 
were not yet eftablifhed : the adminiftration 
of juftice, both civil and criminal, was fjaf- 
pendcd ; the prifoners crouded in all the pri- 
fons were perifhing with difeafe, and through- 
out France there was not a fingle Court of 
dernier refort *. 

Was it not fhocking to find the Aflembly 
negledting fuch preffing objects, while they 

* The only meafure which the Aflembly thought it 
their duty to take, upon the report made to them by the 
petition of the Council-General of the Commune, was to 
authorife the Municipality provifionally to make ufc of^ 
the prifons at Vincennes, and to remove thither fuch pri- 
foners as the prifons of Paris could not contain. — (Decree 
of the aoth of November.) — ^The prifoners of the Con^ 
ciergerie fent a petition to the Affembly in fupport of that 
of the Council-General of the Commune, and demanded 
the enlargement of thofe among them detained iot further 
trial. The Aflembly taking their demand into con- 
sideration, decreed on the ift of December that in the 
mean time, and until the eftabliihment of the tribunals 
of the department of Paris, the Judges already elcfted, 
fts well as thofe to be hereafter elefted, aflcmbling to the 
iiumber of ten, ihould form a provifional tribunal to try 
only the criminal caufes removed by appeal to the late 
Pailiamcnt of Paris, and in preference the prifbners de- 
tained fox further examinatien, the term of which was 
expired, 

O 2 confumcd 
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confumed whole Sittings in trifling debates, 
in ihdccent wranglings, and made Decree 
upon Decree to multiply not only in France, 
but in the four quarters of the globe, oaths 
to a new Conftitution which was fcarcely 
begun, and which before its completion 
might undergo corre<5tions and changes with- 
out number^. 

How much time wa,s loft every day in 
hearing the abfurd and falfe reports of the 
Committee of Inquiry, and deputations of 
all kinds, who were conftantly admitted to 
the honours of the Sitting when they came 
to make any denunciation againft the Mi- 
nifters, the Nobility, or the Clergy ! The 
u(lir{)ation of all the ecclcfiaftical property 
did not fatisfy the ambition of the AfTem- 
bly : they wifhed alfo to be mafters of the 
fpiritual power, in order to organize ' Reli- 
gion, like the Monarchy, as they pleafed, 
and to place the Clergy of France in the al- 
ternative of martyrdom or apoflacy, as they 

* All the Amhafladors, Minifters, Envoys, Refidents, 
Confiils, . or Agents in Foreign States, and their French 
fccretaries, clerks, and fervants, ihould fend to the Na- 
tional Aflembly, or to the next Legiflature, an aft con- 
taining their civic oath, &c. &;c. — (Decree of the ijth of 
November 17^0. J 

3 had 
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had placed the Nobility between difh^Boaj 
and exile. This plan was unfolded ao4 
executed with the moft perfidious hypo- 
crify in the laft Sittings of the month of Nq-i 
vember, upon a report of the Committee of 
Inquiry, to which a denunciation againft 
the Biftiop of Nantz ferved as an intro* 
dud;ion, 

A deputation from the department of the 
Lower Loire appeared at the Bar in the 
Evening Sitting of the 26th of November, 
and accufed the Bifhop of Nantz of having 
protefted againft the authority of the Nation, 
and of having formally refufed to execute the 
Pecrees of the Aflembly. '* We fcnt a der 
putation to him," faid the fpeaker,^ ** who 
Mdfeffed him with all poffiblc refpe(5t ; and 
his anfwer to us was, that he did BOt aCf 
Icnowledge the authority of the National Af'- 
fembly in ecclefiaftical matters, but that he 
fcfpcGtcd it in all things foreign tp religion.*^ 

It feems that while the dep?u"tment was de- 
liberating upon this anfwer, more than 2000 
perfons had gone to them to demand that the 
Bifhop, who had already left Ncmtz, "Utould 
Jbcvrcfted, and conducted u»der a ff fe and 
fure guard to the National Affcmbly. cThc 
deputatiw of the department, the i&ifchfirl 

O 3 organ 
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organ of that mob, alfo befought the Affem- 
bly to decree that the Bilhpp of Nantz 
Ihould be immediately arrefted and profe- 
cuted, and that the body of electors ftiould 
be authorifed to proceed without delay to the 
nomination of a new Bifhop. 

The Prefident made a long anfwer to the 
fpeaker, of which the laft fentence contained 
the whole fubftance, diverted of the revolu- 
tionary pathos. ** The paji condu<5l of the 
** National Aflembly is a fecurity for its fu- 
** ture condud: ; juftice dictates their laws, 
^* and their firmnefs fhall maintain them/* 

The Deputy Voidel then fpoke in the 
name of the united Committees of Ecclefi- 
aftical Afikirs, of Alienation, of Reports, 
and of Inquiry • He opened with the moft 
pompous culogiums upon religion and the 
gofpcl, the religious and civil maxims, of 
which he pretended the Affembly had con- 
fccrated in the declaration of the rights of 
man, in the Gonftitution, and above all, in 
the Decree for the civil organization of the 
Clergy. ^^ I thought it my duty/* faid he, 
•• to begin with this public and fincere ho- 
?• mage to the religion of my fathers a re- 
*• port, in which I (hall be obliged to inveigh 
!f loudly againftthe crimes of thofe charged 
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'* with teaching it, who fcandalizc it by 
** their conduit, and who make it appear 
•* odious to fuperficial or corrupt men un- 
** acquainted with it, who only fee in it the 
*^ errors of its minifters/* 

This report was in fa6t nothing more than 
a grofs and violent libel againft the Clergy in 
general, and againft its principal members, 
almoft all of whom the fpeaker reviewed, 
denouncing their a<Ss of courage, of piety, 
and of virtue, as fo many crimes. He con- 
cluded this infamous libel with the following 
apoftrophe. 

•* Minifters of religion ! ceafe to fliroud 
** yourfelf with pretences, and acknowledge 
' • your weaknefs j you regret your former opu- 
** knee, you regret your prerogatives, thofe 
'* marks of diftindiion and pretended pre- 
•* eminence, all thofe vain baubles which 
^* degraded the houfe of the Lord, Re- 
'* member that the Revolution has made us 
•* men; that we will no longer proftitute 
" our admiration, no longer offer incenfe to 
'* idols of pride. Compel lis to refped: you 
•* by the force of virtue. You have no 
** longer any other means of obtaining that 
** refpeil. Forget your ancient errors, r©- 

O 4 ** nounce 
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** noutice your prejudices, think no more of 
** thofe ertates which you have loft. They 
** are about to be fold; for in fpite of yoar 
** efforts the Nation know that the warranty 
** of a great people is furer than your pre«* 
** didtions: they never will forget that the 
** iirft adl of power done in their name by 
** their reprefentatives was to fecure the fo- 
" lidity of their engagements. You have 
** yet time; difarm by your fubmiflion the 
*• anger of a people irritated by your refift* 
*' ance. The Decree which I am now going 
** to propofe may be confidercd more as aa 
'* indulgent meafure than a fcvere law/* 

This Decree, which was compofcd o{ 
eight articles, *^ enjoined the Bifhops, Grand 
** Vicars, Superiors, Diredlors, and Pro- 
** feflbrs in feminarics and colleges, Parifh 
* * Priefts, Curates, and other Ecclefiaftics con- 
*'. tinuing the public exercife of their func-» 
** tions, to take the oath requir«l of them 
*' concerning the civil conftitution of the 
** Clergy as foon as poflible, on pain of for- 
*' feiting their offices, which fliould be filled 
•* up as in cafes of vacancy by refignation/* 
The Decree forefaw cafes in which fom(5 
Bilhops, Parilh Priefts, &c. without taking 

the 
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the oath, or not attending to it, would continue 
to excrcife their fundions, it was therefore or- 
dained. ** that the delinquents (hould be profe- 
•* cutcd in the Courts of the diftridl as rebels 
** to the law, declared to have forfeited the 
** rights of active citizens, to be incapable 
** of holding any public office, and fhould 
*' be punifhcd by privation of their fti-^ 
** pends, and other greater penalties, ac- 
** cording to the exigence and heinoufnefs of 
** the cafe/* 

The difcuffion of this important af&ir oc- 
cupied two whole Evening Sittings. The 
opinion of the Committees was powerfully 
fupported by the principal fpeakers of the 
Cote-Gauche, and with as much hypocrify 
as the Deputy Vbidel had introduced into 
his report. The Abbe Mawy and the Abb6 
de Montefquiou defended the rights of the 
Church with equal eloquence and folidity of 
reafoning/. They demonftrated by irrefra- 
gable arguments, anfwered only by abufe 
and murmurs, the neceflity of the canonical 
forms to the fpiritual power : and as to all 
the innovations which the AfTembly thought 
of making, they defired them at leaft to wait 
an anfwer from the Pojie^ to whom, it was 

afTcrted 
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afferted the King had written *. The pious 
Bifhop of Clermont^ who fpoke before 
them, had alfo defended the interefts of re- 
ligion with that fimple apoftolic eloquence 
which chara<5terifed the paftors of the pri- 
mitive church, '' We will never rife/* faid 
he, ** to defend our fubfiftence : you owe it 
** us, as all our property is at your difpofaL 
** Our conduit (hall only difplay patience 
** and refignation. — It is with interefts, as 
*' with evils, the greater abforb the lefs. We 
** do not think ourfelves when the queftion 
** relates to the rights of the Church which 
** you have expofed to danger in your civil 
^^ Conftitution of the Clergy, a Conftitution 
♦* which ought only to regulate objeds pure*- 

* The Pope had fully and with the utmofl: energy ma- 
nifefted his difapprobation of the civil conftitution of th^ 
Clergy in a Brief addreffed to the King on the 10th of 
July 1790, and in two other Briefs of the fame date, the 
one addreffed to the Archbifliop of Fieme, the other to 
the Archbifliop of Bourdeauxy who were both Minifters 
of State at that time. The former of thefe Prelates an- 
fwered his Holinefs on the 28th of the fanie month, and 
the latter on the 8th of Auguft following. This cor- 
rcfp6ndence, however, was kept a profound fecret by 
both, and not the leaft notice given of it to any of the 
Deputies of the Clergy. 

'* ly 
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•* ly political. — The Church is the organ of 
** the Son of God. Let it fpeak, and every 
** one of us will liften to its voice with re- 
** verencc. Deign to permit us to aflemblc 
** a Council — Nothing can prove more for- 
** cibly how much we know the duties and 
** the virtues of our character, than our fub- 
* * mitting to every facrifice rather than adt 
** againft our confcience. — We refign our- 
** feives to the care of Providence." 

The pure and faithful majority of the 
Deputies of the Clergy feeing that none of 
thefe remonftrances were admitted, refolvcd 
to take no part in the Decree about to be 
paffed. This determination was declared by 
one of the Bifhops prefent, and the others 
rofe to (how their concurrence. The Decree 
propofed by the reporter having obtained the 
priority of another, ftill more rigorous, pro- 
pofed by MivaheaUj was put to the vote and 
adopted. 

As a profulion of crimes was ncceflary to 
the Revolution, the authors of it could not 
but be eager to throw off the bridle which re- 
ligion might put upon them. Religion, in 
fadl, was now the only obftacle remaining 
for them to remove; for there no longer ex- 

ifted 
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ift^ in France either Police, or Courts of 
Juftice, or Government : and this fatal De- 
cree, confidered in the fenfe of the ]R.evolu- 
tion, was but a Decree of courfe. 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 



New InfurreBions — The Mayor of Fareze 
majfacred — Report on the Organization 
of the Public Force — The Committees ^ 
to whom the Report of the Civil Com^ 
miffioners ufion the Troubles of Nancy 
had been referred, make their Report — 
Difcuffion of it — Attempt to criminate 
M. de BouilU — Nervous Speech hy M. 
de Cazales—The AJfembly annul the 
Proceedings commenced in that Affair 
— Momentary Succefs obtained bv the 
Royalijis in the Parterre at the Opera 
--^Revenge of the Jacobins-^— 'Advantage 
which their Organization in Clubs gave 
them over the Royalijis — AJfhffination 
of Pinet, the Broker, on his Return 
from Rincif where he had been to re- 

ceive 
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ceivefrom the Duke of Orleans a Port^ 
folio which he had depq/ited in his 
Hands^ and which was faid to contain 
more than Forty Millions — The Port- 
folio Jlolen — Violent Sufpicions again/i 
the Duke of Orleans. 

While the popular outrages remained 
folely direfted againft thofd citizens whom 

the Revolution had marked out as its vic- 
tims, by defcribing them under the fatal de- 
nomination of Arijiocrats^ the Affembly 
thought it enough to declare that they were 
jiifily offended, or deeply elided by tliem, 
and to charge the Executive Power to em- 
ploy all the means placed in his hands by 
the Confiitution for the re-cjiahlijhment of 
order. But as that Confiitution, in dele- 
gating to the King the fupreme Executive 
Power, had not yet- placed at his difpofal 
other means of execution than that of giv- 
ing to the Conftituted Authorities orders 
which his Majefty could not compel them to 
execute, it was impoffible that thefe references 
to the Executive Power could produce more 
effedl than the fterile afflidion of the Aflem- 
bly, or its pretended indignation. The con- 
fequence was, that infurred:ions multiplied 

in 
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in almoft all the departments, not only againft 
the Ariftocrats, but alfo to flop the circula- 
tion of grain, and often to hinder the col-^ 
ledtion of the unfuppreffed feigneurial rights ^ 
and even the taxes. It appeared too, that the 
Conftituted Authorities newly eflablifhed 
were' not refpedted ; that the Commandant 
of the National Guard of St* Jean D'An- 
gely, author of the troubles which had agi* 
tated that city, being fummoned by the Di- 
redlory of the Department of Lower Cha- 
rante, had refufed to obey, by the advice of 
the Mayor. At Vareze, a little town near 
St. Jean D'Angcly, the Commiffioners of the 
diftridl, accompanied by a detachment of the 
troops of the line, having arretted one of the 
principal inftigators of the infurrecSion, 
called La Planchey the people rang the 
alarm-bell, armed themfelves with pikes, 
mulkcts, and clubs, loudly demanding that 
La Planche ftiould be delivered up to th«n, 
and affailed the Commiffioners, who, in or- 
der to efcape their fury, were obliged to com- 
mand the foldiers to fire upon this mob, 
and feven perfons were killed upon the 
fpot. This a<a of firmnefs only enraged 
thefe madmen the more. They arretted and 
confined the Mayor of Vareze, and potted 

towards 
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towards St. Jean D'Angely, calling out. 
Vengeance J No DireBory! No Dijirid ! 
and threatening they would come the follow- 
ing day with 10,000 men to befiege St. Jean 
D'Angely, if La Planche were not releafed. 
The Municipality not having taken any mea- 
fure to oppofe this infurred:ion, not with- 
Handing the order which they had received 
from the diftridl, they were compelled to dc* 
liver up La Planche to thefe ruffians, but 
neverthelefs conditionally that the Mayor of 
Varcze fliauld be fet at liberty, which they 
engaged to do and retired, carrying back in 
triumph La Planche crowned with laurels. 
On their return the firft thing they did was 
to fet the Mayor at liberty, according to their 
promife ; but it was only to maflacre hini, 
in fpite of the efforts and generous ardour of" 
a clergyman of the neighbourhood, who 
threw himfelf into the midft of theaflaflins, 
tore'from their hands the venerable magiftratc 
fM. la Tierce J, and carried him on his 
back to the neareft houfe, parrying or receiv- 
ing himfelf the blows levelled at him. This 
heroic a<5tion retarded but a few moments the 
death of the Mayor, who was one of the 
moft worthy men of the Canton. His ex- 
ecutioners finilhed by cutting his throat in 

the 
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the very houfe in which his deliverers/ over- 
come With blows and fatigue, had placed 
Jbiim. 

The recital of all thefe horrors, of all thefe 
unconjiitutional infurre<5lions, made the Af- 
fembly perceive that it was high time for 
them to attend a little to the organization of 
the public force. The Committee of the 
Conftitution charged with this tafk threw all 
the obfcurity on the fubje(5l that might be 
expeiSted from the profound metaphyficians 
of whom that body confifted, and fell into z\\ 
the blunders that might naturally be commit- 
ted by people who did not know even the firft 
principles of it, fuch as the Abbe SieyeSt 
Rahaut de St. Etienne, &c. &c. 

Before the different plans of Decrees for 
regulating the organization of the public 
force were prefented, the reporter (RdbaudJ 
propofed a feries of conftitutional articles to 
ferve as their preamble, and to perpetuate^ 
without alteration^ the intention of the 
Legijlature. '' Pofterity," faid he, ** find- 
•* ing therein the principles in all their pu* 
** rity^ will corred: the errors which \\m^ 
** may introduce.*' 

The public force was hitherto uriderftood 
to be that which the Government employed 

Vol. IIL P in 
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in the interior, either for the. maintenance of 
order and public tranquillity, or to fccure 
the due execution of the laws, and the fen- 
tences of the Courts of Juftice. This was 
that tutelary force which the Affembly had 
palfied, which it was now neceffary to or- 
ganize, or rather only to renovate. 

The Committee, ignorant of this defini- 
tion, or perhaps thinking it too fimplc and 
grovelling^ did not hefitate to propofe to the 
Aflembly to declare as conftitutional prin- 
ciples, ift. That the public force, confidered 
in a general view^ was the union of the, force 
of all the citizens ; 2dly, That the army was 
an habitual force colleded from the public 
force, and. particularly defigned to a(5l againft 
enemies; 3dly, That the corps armed for the 
ferVice of the interior were an habitual force 
colledled from the public force, and parti- 
cularly defigned to a<5t againft the difturbers 
of order and the public peace ; 4thly, That 
th? citizens fliould^ be obliged to take arm? 
whenever the difturbance of public order, or 
an attack upon the country ^ ftiould require 
the ufe of the public force, or when public 
liberty fhould be in danger ; 5thly, That the 
citizens who would not engage to affift in 
xc-eftablifhing order iq the interior when 

they 
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they fliould be legally called upon, and to 
arm for the defence of liberty and their coun* 
try, fhould not enjoy the rights of an adlivc 
citizen ; 6thly, That the armed force was 
eflentially obedient, &c. &c. &c. 

This public force was evidently the ge- 
neral force of the State, compofed of all ci- 
tizens capable of bearing arms; even the 
brigands were not excepted from it : all were 
to arm, not only when they fhould be called 
upon, but even without it when the public 
liberty was threatened^ and every one was in- 
dividually a judge of that danger, which the 
preliminary articles did not define, and which 
they mentioned in fuch vague terms, that 
there was no infurredtion but might find a 
conflitutional excufe in it. 

M. de Montlaii/ier feveral times ^ in a very 
fpirited planner, oppofed thefe different ar- 
ticles. He maintained that they tended to 
organize a body without fumifhing it with a 
foul; that under the Monarchical Govern- 
ment the King, who v^s not even mentioned 
in thefe articles, was neceffarily the Chiefs 
the efTential and only principle of the life of 
the public force, &c. &c. 

Others obferved that the military en- 
rolment, which the AfTembly had already 
P 2 condemned. 
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cotidemned, would be the pofitivc rcfult of 
the 4th and 5th claufes, and that they would 
reduce to a vain phantom that liberty fo dear, 
and fo eagerly purfued. Thefe obje<5lions, 
and the amendments propofed in confcqucncQ, 
were rejefted : the metaphyfics of the Com- 
mittee triumphed over common fenfe, and 
the pretended conftitutional principles pro- 
pofed by the reporter were adopted by a great 
majority. But as I have already obferved, 
this was but the preamble of an immenfe 
code required for the organization of all the 
pahs of the public force, fuch as the Com- 
mittee had defined it ; and Rahaut zanoimccd 
that the number of objedls he had taprelent, 
and the natural order of the Decrees to be 
paffed, would compel him to niake frequent 
intervals in the ftatement of his report, Infadt, 
he did not refume it till the 2 2d of December, 
when he brought forward a Decree, that the 
MarechauflSe fliould in future bear the name 
of the GendatTnerie Nationale, and per- 
form their duty as (hould be regulated by 
the Adminiftrations and Dircftorics of the 
Departments ; that it fliould be compofed of 
old foldiers of eight years Handing, and ap- 
pointed by the Directories of Departments, 
6ne out of five to be prefented for each va- 
3 ' cancy 
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cancy by the Colonel. To the King was 
cmly left the office of caufing the commidions 
or warrants to be delivered to thofe who 
fliould be thus named to the fituations of 
Brigadiers, Quarter-Mafters, Lieutenants, 
Captains, and Lieutenant-Colonels ; ^d the 
privilege of appointing the Colonels, formerly 
called Prevots, obferving to grant fhofe com- 
miffions according to feniority. His Majefty 
was alfo authorifed to commiffion one of the 
General OflSk:ers, employed in the depart- 
ments, merely to infped; the behaviour, dif- 
cipline, and fervice of the divifions of the 
Gendarmerie Natianale; but not to give, 
OT caufe to be given to that troop, any orders 
by the Mipifters, or by any other agent of 
the Executive Power. 

This plan of organization of the public 
force was not more infufEcient to prevent in* 
fuwfe^ftions than the difpofition manifefted by 
the Affembly upon another important afiair, 
fubmitted at the fame time to their dclibera* 
tion, was adapted, to encourage -the difturbers 
of the public order. The fuccels of the 
Marquis de Bouille at Nancy was not at aU 
fuited to the fpirit of the Revolution. The 
patriots could not pardon him for the terrible 
Jeffon which he had given them ; and their 

P 3 clamours, 
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clamours, fupportcd by all the clubs and Ja- 
cobins of the kingdom, had determined the^ 
Affembly to fend Civil Commiffiotiers to the 
fpot to make ftridl inquiry into the caufes of 
thatinfurredtion, which had been the grounds 
of a criminal profecution commenced in the 
Bailiwick of Nancy. They were alfo charg- 
ed to obtain an exadl account of the conducft 
of the foldiers, officers, and generals, and 
to draw up a report, which fhould be tranf- 
mitted to the Affembly, The Commiffioners 
named by the King were Duverrier^ and 
Cahier de Gerville^ who was afterwards a 
Miniftcr : they had both been admitted into 
the new Municipality of Paris, and confe- 
quently their patriotifm and attachment to the 
Revolution could not be doubted. The ac-^ 
count which they gave of their miffion was 
. referred to the Military Committee, and 
the. Committees of Inquiry and of Reports 
united ; and one of the mofl: flaming patriots 
among the Members of the Cote- Gauche t 
the worthy and faithful friend of the Duke 
of Orleans, in a word, M. de Sillery, was 
.charged with the report of this weighty af- 
fair, and he made it bn the 6th of December 
in the Evening Sitting. He firft announced 
that the public ojpinion was ftill wavering 

poncerning 



Dec. 1790.] FRENCH REVOLUTION. 215 

concerning the caufes of the fatal event which 
iiad taken place at Nancy. This opening 
very much aftonifhed all thofe who recol- 
le(3:ed the very circumftantial details con^* 
tained in refped: to this matter in the official 
difpatches which the Minifter at War had 
laid before the Aflembly, and particularly 
thofe of M de Bouille, which had been 
publifhed in all the Journals. ** In thefc 
** unhappy times of divifions and civil dif- 
** cords," faid the reporter, ** each party 
** charge their opponents with the difafters 
*' which happen. — It is in the midft of this 
** political obfcurity that your Committees 
** have thought it their duty to endeavour to 
** difcover the principal caufes of that event ; 
•* it is this national crime that is to be un- 
** veiled. — Many errors have been commit- 
** ted; great misfortunes have been the con- 
** fequence of them ; and there is no clafs of 
** citizens whom we may not in fomc dc- 
*• gree reproach. — Let the two parties who 
♦* now divide France caft their eyes upon the 
^* grand deftiny which awaits this empire if 
** they unite, and let them fhudder at the 
** fatal confequences of our difcords. Blood 
r^* has already been (hed, the Nation is irri- 
♦^ tated; citizens, refled: that at the point at 

P 4 *' which 
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^* which we arc arrived, no powci^ no 
** means can derange the immutabk order 
'* which the Nation itfelf has cftablilbedii 
*' that it would be madnefs in the party 
** which oppofcs the general will to hope to 
'•' reload with chains the brave nation which 
** has juft (haken them off, and that at this 
•* epocha it is neceflary to conquer us or 
•* to obey/* 

My intention being only to give an exacSt 
idea of the fpirit with which this report 
was made, I fliall confine myfelf to an 
accurate ftatement of fome of its leading 
points, omitting the patriotic lamentations, 
and irrelevant common places with which it 
is loaded, as well as the fadls which I hayc 
related according to dates. 

*^ The major part of the inhabitants of 
•' Nancy/* faid M. de Silleryy '^ being ne- 
** ceflarily lofers by the Revolution, highly 
** difapproved of it. — Some diftinguilhed 
** citizens, regarding only the happinefs of 
^* the Nation, adopted your Decrees with 
^* rapture, becaufe they were favourable to 
^* that unhappy clafs of citizens fo long ixhw 
*' jured. Thefe joined with thepi^ and the 
•* city was thus divided into two parties, 
^* holding opinions completely oppoiite.— » 

^' It 
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** It is to this war of opinions that all the 
** misfortunes of that town ought to be im- 
** puted.— The numerous garrifon of Nancy 
** could not remain indifferent. Some young 
** .Officers manifcfted fentiments repugnant 
** to the new Conflitution. The elder ones, 
** more prudent and morereferved, concealed 
** their opinions, but all became eqiially 
** fufpedted by their fbldiers. — In the times 
** of Revolution, every man ought to difplay 
** his chara<5ler — ^EVery one ought to fpeak 
'* and a<5t according to his confcience; the 
** mofl dangerous chara<3:er is that of the 
** toan who exhibits none." 

This accufation, however flight, was the 
more mifplaced, as the reporter confefTed that 
there weie complaints only againft five Offi- 
cers of the King's Regiment ; that thefe were 
charged on the depofitions of two perfons, 
named Bazire and Roitffiere, of whom the 
former had been brought to a trial, and was 
difpwned by all his corps, and the latter had 
been turned out of his regiment. It wafs 
highly necefTary to exaggerate the faults of 
the Officers, and to invent fome for them, 
the more eaiily to palliate the crimes of th* 
foldiers, and to glofs them with the epithet 
pf fimple errofSt ^ 

'' Thefe 
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** Thefe brave foldiers/' continued thff 
reporter, foftening his voice, ** feeing that 
in the prefent fyftem they began to be re- 
garded as citizens, attempted to enjoy the 
fruits of that liberty held forth to them. 
They had been guilty of fome breaches 
of difctpHne, which, being fuffered to 
pafs unpuniflied, led them by degrees to 
open revolt. It is with grief we are forted 
to confcfs that thofe very foldiers, whofe 
patriotifm we fhould have cited as an ex- 
ample, rendered themfelves culpable by 
carrying it to excefs. Thefe unfortunate 
foldiers were not ignorant of the criminal 
manoeuvres of the enemies of the public 
welfare; they frequently heard the fame 
language that has fo often excited your 
own difpleafure ; they had fworn to de- 
fend the Conftitution, they thought it in 
danger, and Tailing from one error into 
another, they precipitiated themfelves into 
the abyfs where they are at prefent. It is 
an imperious duty incumbent upon us to 
make them fenfible of the whole extent 
of their fault. — Let them call to mind 
the flavery from which we have extricated 
them. Let them look to the days of glory 
ftiJl referved for them, .if their ctmdudk 

^' anfwer 
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•* anfwer our expcdlations !-*— Unfortunate 
** comrades, my duty is to report your 
^* crimes; but I muft at the fame time lay 
*• before the National Aflembly the offences 
** of thofe whofe duty it was to be your 
** guides and counfeilors/' 

This accufation was principally direded 
againft the Adminiftrative Bodies. The re- 
porter feverely blamed their pufillanimity, he 
reproached them for all that they had done, 
and all that they had left undone, and efpe- 
cially for npt having made ufe of their influ- 
ence over the troops to recall them to obe- 
dience; as if foldiers, who had fhaken off 
the authority of their Officers, and even that 
of the National Affembly, could be pre- 
fumed more ready to attend to the counfels 
of the Mupicipal Body. 

Among the number of crimes ftated by the 
reporter againft the Municipality of Nancy 
was that ** of fuffering the acknowledged. 
** friends of the Conftitution to be treated 
•* as the abettors of the diforders^ and of 
•** having unlawfully ordered the feizure of 
** their papers, and the diffolution of their 
^* Aflembly. Thefe good citizens, whofe 
** only crime was that of being good citi- 
fy zcns, foijnd tbemfelvcs perfecutcd and 

'' tried; 
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** tric4; the bflows were chiefly Icveiliad at 
** their chib, and their enemies even daied 
*^ to employ againfl: them the aotiqiiated 
** forms of defpotifm and arbitrary audaa- 
*• rity. The national cockade was pro- 
•• fcribed; the National Guard hid them- 
•* felves. In a word, Nancy, at the arrival 
•* of the King^s Commiffioners, was in that 
** degraded ftate that might be fuppofed to 
** be its lot at the moment of a coanter-re- 
^* volution efFedcd. 

•* The unhappy event at Nancy was only 
•* the fatal refult of paffions and difierent 
'* c^inions inceffantly oppofed, inflamed, and 
** exafpe«tcd by continual mifundeiflmid^ 
" ings, by exaggerated fufpicions, kept up 
** by the fear of thofe who could have in- 
•• ftru6ted the people, and by the renew^ 
^* of ancient diforders as difficult to forefee 
♦* as to reprefs. We have had the fadcon- 
*• virion, that citizens may ibmetimes ^err, 
** and become culpable, while they thirtk 
•• they are ferving the good caiife.^ 

It lyas thus, that inftead of throwing a 
l^reater light <m the well-known caufes of the 
infurredion at Nancy, the reporter laboured 
•to envelop in darknefe the criminal manceu- 
*vrcs which bad produced itj manoeuvres 

plotted 
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plotted in the Secret Committee of the Ja- 
odnn Club at Paris, and put in execution at 
the lame time by'thcir fecret emifiaries in the 
affiliated clubs in all the garrifon towns in the 
kingdom, for the purpofc of completing at 
the fame period the diforganization of the 
whole army, and by that means to deprive 
the King of the refource of employing fuch 
regiments as might remain faithful to quell 
the infubordination of the others. 

The King, to whom I one day fpoke on 
the fubjeil in the prefence of M. de Leffart^ 
told us, that M. de la Tour-du-Pin and 
M. de Boidlle had received the moft pofitivc 
proofs of this fadk ; and M. de Bouille hai 
fincc affurcd me of it himfelf. This was the 
grand myftery, or rather the abominable 
plot, the traces of which it was the bufinefs 
to conceal ; and M. de Sillery, an ardent and 
faithful Jacobin, perhaps a member too of 
their fecret committee, negleded nothing to 
attain that end. His report as to the faAs 
was but a fervile extra(^ of that of the Com- 
miffioners fent to Nancy, which was almoft 
entirely founded upon hearfays, vague fuf- 
picions and probabilities, and contained 
many more conjeftures than pofitive af- 
fertions. , 

'' Your 
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** Your Committees think/* faid M. de 
Sillery as he concluded, ** that the blood 
** which has already been flied may ferve as 
** an atonement for the faults into which 
** the different parties have fallen/* 

According to this opinion he moved, that 
theAffembly, confidering that the unfortu- 
nate event which happened at Nancy was 
only the fatal confequence of errors into 
which the citizens of all clafles had been 
drawn by the difference of their opinions, 
and being willing, to bury in oblivion the 
very remembrance of fo difaftrous a circum- 
ftance, fhould decree that the affair (hould be 
purfued no farther, and that the proceedings 
commenced in the Bailiwick of Nancy 
fhould be dropped ; that in confequence the 
foldiers and citizens fentenced and imprifoned 
by reafon of the faid^ proceedings fhould be 
fet at liberty ; that the King's regiment and 
that of MeJire-de-Camp fhould be difband- 
ed; that each foldier fhould receive three 
months pay, and an abfoiute difcharge ; that 
the Military Committee (hould report as foon 
as pofUble the means of replacing in the fer- 
vice fuch of the otHcers, fubalterns, and fol- 
diers, as by their conduft and fervices, 
might be judged worthy of being replaced ; 

that 
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that the King (hould be entr^ted to negotiate 
mimediately with the Swifs Cantons for the 
pardon of the 41 foldiers of the regiment of 
Chateau-vieux condemned to the galleys, and 
of the 71 fent to be tried in the Courts of 
the Helvetic Cantons, &c. 

This report, in which not a fingle eulo- 
gium was given to the fignal fervice rendered 
by M. de Boiulle\ and in which his name 
was hardly mentioned, concluded the Sitting, 
and obtained the greateft applaufe. 

On the day following, in the Evening Sit- 
ting, the debate upon this report was opened. 
The Duke du Chatelet fpoke firft, and tefti- 
fied the livelieft afflidlion for the faults of the 
King's regiment, which he had commanded 
for twenty years, and in which he had al- 
ways feen the moft perfedl union between the 
officers and foldiers. '* How/* faid he, 
*' could the fpirit of mutiny be introduced 
'* into it? The caufes of it muft not be 
•* iQught in particular circumftances at the 
•* town of Nancy, nor in the immcnfe de- 
** tail of fads which have been laid before 
** you. It is found in the very confeffion of 
** the moft guilty of the foldiers ; they allow 
** that they were well treated by their offi- 
*V cers, but fay that they wanted to try a li- 

** bertv. 
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" bcrty, the juft bounds of which they had 
♦* been made to miftake by perfidious infi- 
•• nuations.'* He maintained that the con- 
duct of the officers was blamclefs, and con- 
cluded witli moving that the King fhould be 
entreated to affemble a Court-martial to try 
this matter according to the conftitutional 
forms, appealing to the fupreme head of the 
army refpe<Sting the fate of the three regi- 
ments in garrifon at Nancy. 

The Abb6 Gregoire feverely cenfured the 
laft fpeaker for the eulogiums which he had 
lavifhed on the officers, and for not having 
remarked in the condudk of M de Bouille a 
precipitation which had caufed the blood of 
his fellow-citizens to be (hed. The conduct 
of the foldiers was as innocent, in the eyes 
of this Abbe, as that of the officers appeared 
to him reprehenfible. ** How could thefe 
•• brave foldiers/* faid he, " but revolt, when 
** their Swifs comrades were made to run 
** the gauntlet, for having alked for their 
*• arrears ; when M. de Malfeighe fpoke to 
•• the foldiers with the moft brutal barba- 
*' rity? — What could they think of it? — 
•• There was talk of a counter-revolution-— 
*• The pure patriotifm of a refpe<Sable fo- 
f * ciety had been denounced— M. de Bouille^ 

** who 
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** who was known to have been tardy in 
** taking his civic oath, M. de Bouille com^ 
*• -manded !**-— The Galleries applauded with 
/-tranfport the blame thrown on M. de Bouille. 
This was repeated with the fame fuccefs by 
Louis de Noailles. *' We fhould perhaps/' 
faid he, ** condemn M. de Bouille for fufFer- 
** ing the advanced guard of his column to 
•* approach too near the poft which guarded' 
•* the entrance into the city. — M. de MaU 
** Jeigne appears to me highly reprehenfible 
** for the extreme feverity of his fpeech to 
^* the foldiers, and for his departure from 
*' Nancy. — I alfo think that M. de la 
^^ Fayette paffed the bounds of his autho- 
** rity, when he invited the National Guards 
** of the Departments of the Meurthe and 
** of the Mofelle to obey your Decrees." 

This laft accufation, ^ and the lively ap- 
plaufes which followed, was a ftrong proof 
that the popularity of M. de la Fayette was 
already on the decline. This firft General 
I of the Revolution was no longer the hero of 
tlie day. 

M. de Cazales fpoke next, and with the 
ftrongefl fferce of reafoning refuted the opi- 
nion of the reporter and his partifans. " It 
^' muft appear/' faid he, '* from the whole of 

Vol. IIL Q^ '' the 
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** the fa6ts laid before you, in the eyes of 
** all men whofc reafon is not entirely biafled 
*^ by the fpirit of party, that the fole crime 
** of the Municipality of Nsaicy was their 
** being feeble and timid; that the conduft 
•* of the Officers was irreproachable ; that no- 
*' thing could excufe the crimes of the (oU 
** diers, nor of thofe horrid men who have 
•* excited, perhaps paid for an infurrc<5lion, 
** which, but for the heroic firmncfs of M. 

*V de BouilU'^ At thcfe words the nioft 

violent murmurs and cries from the Galleries- 
interrupted the fpeaker, but could not inti- 
midate him. — ** An infurredion," continued 
he, in a tone ftill more elevated, •* which, 
** but for the heroic firmncfs of M. de 
*• BouilU, would have been the commenc^- 
'* ment of a civil war, and would have co- 
** vered this empire with murder and pil- 
** lage.— The reporter cenfured M.. rfe NcUe 
** for having calkd the coiiduift of the fol- 
** diers villainy! And what name, then, do 
•* foldiers dcferve who have affaffinated their 
** Officers, and plundered the regiifnent»l 
** cheft? — I own that I was fcandaliz.ed at 
** hearing the reporter endeavour to perfuade 
** us that foWiers guilty of fuch exceffes, 
•* foldiers who made the air echo with this 

'' bafe 
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*' bafe cry, Money! Money! were mifled 
** by patriotifm ! If this be patriotifm, the 

* * very novel application of the word explains 
*^ tome why in the lift of patriots are to be 
** found the names of all the ufurers, of all 
** the ftock-jobbers of Paris, of all thofe 

* * leeches who, after having fo long fucked • 
** the blood of the people, now call them- 
** felves their defenders j why, too, we find 
** among them, and in the 'firft rank, men 
♦* who have facrificed the advantages which 
** their birth and ftation gave them in the 
•* world, to the charms of fordid gain, and 
** to the precarious profits of a vile employ- 
•* ment. 

** It is propofed to you to annul the pro- 
** ccedings commenced by the Bailiwick of 
*' Nancy, in virtue of a Decree of the Af- 
** fcmbly fanftioned by the King. Strange 
** contradiction I — To refufe to inftitute a 
** profecution for a public crime is a denial 
** of jufticc, but to annul it is an ad: of def- 
•* potifm. — ^AU the citizens of Nancy, the 
•* innocent foldiers in the guilty regiments, 
** each or all of the individuals implicated by 
** a vagueaccufation, have a right to fay to 

* * us : * I demand that the Affembly caufe juf* 

* tice to be done me, that they grant me a trial , * 

0.2 "If 
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If any one amongft them fhould addrefs 
you in this language, would his honours- 
able demand be rejeOed ? Could it be re- 
jedled ? Then I myfelf make the demand 
in the name of the Officers, of the fol- 
diers, and of the citizens of Nancy. 
•* And at what a time is it propofed to 
you to deftroy the traces of thefe crimes ? 
— At . a moment when the anxious Nation 
waits the: opportunity of difcovering the 
true authors of them. This opportunity is 
found ; thofe only are execrable men who 
have counfelledy fomented, and excited the 
crimes committed at Nancy. Let the 
whole nation know and judge of them by 
the emiflaries they employed. iThc ftrong- 
eft light fliould be thrown upon this work 
of darknefs and iniquity., Let mc be per- 
mitted to bring to the recoiled ion of the 
Bretons who fit in this Affembly, their 
juft indignation when the late King caufed 
the proceedings commenced agaia^ the 
Duke D'Aiguillon to be ftruck put pf the 
regifters of the Parliament of. Paris.— 
There was not a good citizep \vho was^ 
not deeply afflided to fee the virtuous Xja 
Chalotais remain under the fluj: of a falfe 
accufation, while the guilty J)' ^iguillorh 

*^ enjoyed 
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** enjoyed his extortions in peace. The aft 
** of authority this day propofedto us is not 
** lefs odious." — Let the proceedings then be.. 
** finiftied, and confine yourfelves to the fuf- 
** pending of the execution of the judgment. 
** Then will I afcend this tribune to entreat 
*^^the Affembly to carry to the foot of the 
** Throne, which alone has a right to par- 
** don** — New murmurs, as tumultuous and 
violent as the former, prevented the fpeaker 
from finifhing the fentence. Nothing indeed 
could be lefs in the fpirit of the Revolution 
than to lay the Aflembly at the King*s feet, 
nor lefs conftitutional than to advance that his' 
Majefty alone had the right to pardon. M. 
de Cazales continued notwithft'anding : ** I 
** will entreat the AiTembly to afk the King's 
^* mercy for almoft all the criminals ; 1 fay 
** almoft all, for perhaps you will find it 
** diflScult to pardon thofe who filled the city 
** of Nancy with adventurers and vaga- 
** bonds; to pardon wicked men who raifed 
** the citizens againft one another; to par- 
** don the aflaffins of the hero of Nancy, the 
•* young De/illeSy whofe immortal aftion 
*' honours both the age and the Order to 
'* which he belonged.*' 

It would be difficult to give a juft idea of 
CL3 the 
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the tumult and clamours which arofe from 
the Cote- Gauche at the bare mention of the 
word Order, and which continued notwith- 
ftanding the obfcrvation made by M. de Ca^ 
%aUs, that the exiftence of the Order of No- 
bility at the time when M. De/illes was bom 
could not be denied. He was firft attacked 
by Barnave^ not only for that word, but for 
what he had faid concerning the Duke 
D'Aiguillon. He accufed him of wilhing 
to rend the heart of one of his colleagues, 
whofe only fault was his differing with him 
in principles. He reproached him for fuch^ 
malignity, fuch refinement of cruelty, and 
concluded with moving, that he fhould be 
called to order, and that it fhould be inferted 
on the Journals that it was for rudenejs to 
his colleague, and for want of rejped to 
the AJfcmhly. 

The Duke D^Mguillon, whofe filial piety 
appeared a little tardy, juflified himfelf for 
not being the firfl to rife and folicit juflice 
for the abufe and notorious calumnies uttered 
againfl the 'memory q{ bis father. But he 
had confidered, he faid, how little influence 
jlf. de CazaUs and his principles had ovef 
the AfTembly and the Nation. The Duke. 
J)'4iguillon thouj^ht the applaufes bcflowcd 

on 
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on thh expreflion fufficient revenge for him- 
felf and his father *s memory ; and according- 
ly dcfired that in regard to what related to 
himfelf perfonally M. de Cazales might not 
be called to order, Alexander de Lametk 
took a wider view of the fauhs; or rather 
crimes of M. de Cazales : he accufed him 
of fetting himfelf up as the chief of a party ; 
of endeavouring to revive diftindtion^, which 
the Aflembly had deftroyed ; of attributing 
to an order, to a particular caft, virtues that 
belonged to all the citizens ; of attempting to 
raifc a doubt whether an opinion friendly to 
the Revolution reigned in the Aflembly ; and 
above all, of having dared to utter the blaf* 
phemy of — the time will come when the 
Nation will judge between you and us ; as 
if the Nation had not already manifefted its 
wifhes, "I urge all the Members of this 
" Aflembly not to con fider lightly the deter- 
^* mination we are about to take, as it is 
'* important to the tranquillity of the king- 
** dom, and the completion of the Revolu- 
** tion, that all the world fliould know how 
*' much you difapprove the opinion of iJfl 
^* de Cazales. I move that he be called to 
'* order." This motion was carried by a 
great majority, and the reafon for the call to 

0^4 order 
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order was entered in thefe terms : ^'for want 
of refped to the conftitutional laws of the 
State.'' It was therefore folely founded upon 
the expreflion by which M. de CazaUs had 
aflerted that M. De/illes was an honour to 
the order in which he was born. 

The Decree propofed by M. de Sillery 
relative to the affair of Nancy was afterwards 
put to the vote, article by article, and adopted 
with fome amendments. The preamble and 
the article relative to the foldiers of the re» 
giment of Chateau^vieux were fuppreffed, and 
the revocation of the approbation which the 
Aflembly had given to the former Munici- 
pality of Nancy, and to the Directory of 
the Department of La Meurthe, was added. 

The circumftantial details into which I 
have entered concerning this affairappeared 
to me neceflary, to fhew the degree of power 
and audacity which the Jacobin party had 
acquired fiilce the month of September pre- 
ceding. They did not cpntent themfelves with 
denouncing as counter-revolutionary, proceed- 
ings which would have unveiled all their 
plots, but caufed them to be annulled by the 
fame Aflembly who, three months before, 
had unanimoufly ordered rhem ; and made 
tbofe very members retrad; the eulogiums they 

Jiad 
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had voted by. acclamation to theDiredlory of 
^'the department of la Meurthe, and to the Mu- 
nicipality of Nancy. They had unahimoufly 
approved the conduA of M. de Bouille\ but the 
fpeakers of the Cote-Gauche now cenfurcd it, 
and were loudly applauded : nor were they lefs 
applauded when they caft the ftrange reproach 
upon M. la Fayette, of having invited the 
National Guard to obey the Decrees. But 
perhaps a ftill ftronger proof of the fervile 
and ftupid docility of the majority of the 
Aflcmbly in refpedt to the ruling Fadtion, is 
that which refults from this call to order of 
M. de Cazales, who was declared refraiSlory 
againft the conftitutional laws of the State, 
for having faid that the heroifm of the 
young De/illes was an honour to the order in 
which he was born. 

So much power in fuch fufpicious hands 
could not but alarm all honeft men, and par- 
ticularly the Royalifts. The young men of 
this laft defcription, or rather the mod in- 
confiderate of them, finding themfelves a 
majority in the parterre of the Opera two 
days after the Decree which had terminated 
the affair of Nancy, giddily feized that op- 
portunity of gaining a very infignificant ad- 
vantage over the Jacobins, of which they 

had 
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had Dot calculated the confequcnccs. The 
Opera performed on that day was Ipkigetde 
en Aulide. Hardly was the chorus of 
Chantons^ ^cSlebrons noire Rente finifhed, 
when applatifes, hravos, land lencores with- 
out number, called for a repctitiicm of it. 
Several voices oppofed it ; Encore, endore, 
and No^ no, repeated by each party with 
equal obftinacy, fufpended the performance, 
when the a(9:or (LainezJ, who played the 
part of Achilles, imprudently taking upon 
himfelf to decide the difpute, faid : Gentle^ 
men, I think that every good Ft^enchman 
mMiJl love the King and Queen, and began 
the chorus amidft clapping, Ihoutings, and 
hifles. Scarcely was the chorus over> when 
a crown of laurel was thrown from the 
parterre to the aAor. This kind of defiance 
rekindled the fury of the difcontented, and 
foon nothing was to be heard in the C^)era- 
Houfe but the moft violent invcdives and 
menaces. At laft the voice of the a<9:ors, 
powerfully fupported by the founds of the 
inftruments, gained the afcendant, and the 
Jioarfenefs of the parties permitted the per- 
formance to be finifhed. On the Sunday fol- 
lowing the Opera of Jephtha was perform- 
ed, and as foon as hainez made his appear- 
ance. 
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ance, the mofl bitter reproaches^ accompanied 
by furious cries, rofe againft hirt from al| 
corners of the parterre, where the Jacobins 
had not failed to attend in great numbers. 
The adror quitted the ftage, after having 
waited in vain for fome minutes for the end 
of this tumult, of which he was the occafion. 
Their fury then turned againft the women 
and young men in the boxes. They infulted 
them In the grofleft manner, and fome voices 
even ordered them to get out of the houfe. 
Lainez again making his appearance, the 
vociferations and menaces were again levelled 
againft him. He could not calm the ftorm 
but by fubmitting to the humiliation of a(k- 
ing pardon of the public, declaring himfelf 
a good citizen, and breaking and treading 
under foot the fatal crown which he had Re- 
ceived two days before. In going out many 
ladies were infulted: fhouts and threats 
accompanied to their carriages all thofe who 
were fufpecSed to have taken any part in the 
incivic fcene of the preceding Friday. 

Thus the petty fuccefs obtained for a mo- 
ment by fome of the Royalifts, only ended 
in reducing an unfortunate finger to make a 
public and ignominious aitonement for the 

great 
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great crime of having dared to believe and 
to fay that every good Frenchman muft love 
the King and Queen. 

Although the Jacobins formed but a very 
fmall minority of the nation, theirorganization 
into clubs throughout the kingdom, which 
gave them a facility of combining their plans, 
of concerting their meafures, and of pre- 
paring under ^ all circumftances force and 
means adequate to their projedls, fecured 
them an immenfe advantage over the Royal- 
ifts ; who, though infinitely more numerous, 
were unconnedled, without a rallying point, 
and always taken unawares. It was as eafy 
to have a majority in the parterre of the Opera 
as in the galleries of the Hall of the Aflem- 
bly, in thbfe of the Commune, of the Af- 
femblies of the Sedlions, &c. It only re- 
quired to have the will and the power of fup- 
plying the expences, and employing for that 
purpofe intelligent and fure agents. The Ja- 
cobins had the great advantage of being able 
to be their own agents ; and an idea may be 
formed of the extent of their pecuniary means, 
when the immenfe fortune of the Duke of 
Orleans^ increafed it was faid by the port- 
folio of Pinet^ the Broker, entirely difap- 

peared 
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peared in the four firft years of the Revolu- 
tion, although at that time his known ex- 
pences did not amount to half his revenue. 

With refped: to the portfolio of Pinetj it 
was faid to contain more than forty millions, 
the greater part of which that ftock-jobber 
had borrowed at an enormous intereft, and 
which he turned to account in a manner un- 
known, but doubtlefs to advantage ; for he 
was never in arrear with his creditors. The 
diforder and troubles which broke out in 
Paris in the month of July 1789, having 
alarmed him, he placed his portfolio in the 
hands of the Duke de Penthievre, who had 
the goodncfs to take the charge of it. A 
Ihort time after, the Duke going into the 
country returned the portfolio to Pinet^ who 
not being yet recovered from his fears, un- 
happily confented to leave it with, the Duke 
of Orleans, on that Prince offering him to 
lodge it fafely at his feat at Rincy. When 
tranquillity appeared to be re-eftablifhed in 
the capital, Pinet having occafion for his 
portfolio, the DijTke of Orleans invited liim 
to come to Rincy for it, and appointed the 
day when he himfelf would be there to re- 
turn it. Pinet went on the day appointed in 

a public 
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a public carriage. The Duke of Orleans 
returned him his portfolio, and lent him one 
of his own carriages, with a poftillion and fer- 
vant in his livery, to take him back to Paris* 
He fet off in the afternoon early enough to 
arrive in town long before fun-fet. In fadt, 
he'did arrive there, but robbed and mortally 
wounded. The Duke of Orleans's people, 
who came with him, appeared before a ma- 
giftrate, and dcpofed that this murder had 
been committed by robbers, whom they faid 
they had met. The furgeon who was called 
having examined PineVs wounds, thinking, 
although they were mortal, that fome life 
might remain in him, gave him every 
affiftance* Pinet opened his eyes, repeated 
three or four times. My portfolio ! my fibrU 
folio! — The villains I — and expired. This 
robbery, which deranged the fortunes of a 
very great number of perfons, was at that 
time iniputed to the Duke of Orleans ; but 
there were no proofs of it, and during two 
years every poffible means was tried in vain 
to procure them. At laft, about the- month 
of October or November 1791, fome of the 
principal creditors difcovered a Valet-de- 
Ghambre whom the Duke of Orleans had 

difcharged, 
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dircharged, and who was in his fervice at the 
time of the death of Finet. They applied 
to him, and offered him great rewards if he 
would procure them the proofs they watited. 
After negotiating with him a long while, they 
concluded a bargain with him, and obtained 
intelligence for which they paid enormoufly. 
But to make any ufe of them it was neceflary 
he Ihould confent to fwear to the charge be- 
fore a magiftrate, to which he was extremely 
averfe, left, as he faid, the Duke of Orleans 
fhould caufe him to be afTaflinated or poifon* 
cd. They hoped, however, by the means 
of money to determine him to do it. But 
this man difappeared fuddenly, and left no 
trace of his flight. The creditors prefumed 
that he had fold his filence to the Duke of 
Orleans^ who had, no doubt, infifted on his 
quitting the kingdom. I was informed of 
thcfe particulars about the beginning of 
March 1792, by one of the creditors, who 
came to alk me if, as Minifter of the Ma- 
rine, I could not procure them the means of 
purfuing and arrefting this Valet-de-Cham- 
bre in England. I told him that all I could 
do was to charge the French Conful in Lon- 
don to inquire if the man had arrived there ; 

but 
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but firft it was neceflary that he fliould give 
me the name of the man, an exadt defcription 
of his perfon, and the precife date of his dif- 
appearing. I quitted the Miniftry a few days 
after, without having again feen the creditor, 
and I heard no more of this affair. 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 



Violent Trauhles excited at Aix by the 
•Clubs — Cowardice of the Conjiituted 
Authorities — Pafcalis, the Advocate, 
and two other Perfons, hanged by the 
People — Wealcnefs of the ^Meafwes 
adopted by the AJfembly — The Com- 
mittee of Inquiry denounce a pretended 
Confpiraa/- of Roy alijts formed at Lyons 
— Severity of the AJfembly — Debates 
concerning the Provijionfor the Princes 
— Character of the Advocate Camus — 
The AJfembly charge the Pre/ident to 
wait on the King, to be informed of the 
Motives which had retarded the Sanc- 
tion of the Decree relative to the Oath 
of the Ecclefiajiical Public Fundlionaries 
— The King's Anfwer^The AJfembly 
Vol. hi. R not 
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notfathjied with it, again depute their 
Prejidcnt to demand a definitive An-- 

Jwer — The Abbe Maury attempting to 
oppofe it, Camus, by a Chicane of Form, 
prevents him from entering on the Dif- 
cufjion — The AJJembly decree that the 
Prefidentjhould demand from the King 
an Anfwer Jigned — Camus fubjiitutes 
in his Motion the W^ord Acceptation 
inflead of the Word Sanation — His 
• -Majefty^s Anjwer-^M. Lambert, the 

'Minijier of the Finances, retires — 
M. de Lejfart, Minifier* of the Home 
Department, fills both thofe Offices. 

On the day thatthe Jacobin Club of Paris, 
' triumphmg in the Parterre at the Opera, 
'' contented themfelyes with compelling the 

imprudent adtor to make an atonement on the 
^^ ftagc for fayingi tJijit he thought that every 
"'good Frcnchmxih'mufi: love the King and 
^ Queen y^th^ Jacobin Club at Aix were alfo 
^ (iifplaying' their power againft the Royalifts, 

but in a much more fanguinary manner, A 
^ report had been fpfcad for feveral days that 

fome fmall private parties, compofed of per- 

- fons pointed out to the people under the de^ 

1 nomination 
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^nomination of malecontents and enendas 

of the Revolution, had formed a plan of 

uniting in one fociety under rfie title of The 

Club of the Friends of the King and 

Clergy. It was aflerted on the loth of De^ 

cember that this Club were to wear the white 

cockade on Sunday the 12th of the fame 

piooath ; that it was not yet, however, in ex- 

jiuence; that thofe who propofedto eftaWifli^ 

,itjwere endeavouring to get fuhfcriber^^ 

mid fpared no means of corruption to 

fijLQceed in the augmentation of their 

inwnhe^*. 

Be that as it may, the Jacobins alarmed at 

. the ^stngers announced in the very title which 

: t^js rival fociety propofed to aflume, united 

j>f\ th^ i^th Qf December with another Re- 

. vt^lutionary Ghib cftablifhed at Aix under the 

name of the Anti-political Club, and fwore 

a-new to maintain the faith due to their civic 

oath. This alliance being thus formed, a 

nurperous detachment conipofed of the njem- 

bcrs of both clubs went and flood before a 

^cofFee^houfe, where feveVal Officers of the 

• . ISO I . •' .' . . - : . . 

♦ ,Sce the letter from the Prefident of the Department 
Des^bouihes du^ Rhone ^ reported in the minutes of the 
Evening Sittings of the 18th of December 1790. 

R 2 regiment 
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regimentde Lyonnais were affcmbled, and 
in company with fome perfons pointed out as 
members of the future club of the King's 
friends. The patriots fignalifed their arrival at 
the cofFee-houfeby hootings addrefled to thofe 
gentlemen, who were at firft content toanfwer 
them in the fame manner. But infults and 
menaces foon fuccecding to the hootings, 
three or four young Officers being exaf- 
pcrated, fell fwprd in band on the; deputa- 
tion, put them to the rout, and flightly 
Vrounded feveral patriots. Thefe, as they 
fled-, fired feVeral piftols^ by which however 
no perfon was wounded. 

All the Conftituted Authorities immedi- 
ately aflembled at the HoteUde-Ville to con- 
fult on the^ meafures proper to be taken on 
the occafion. Some of the Municipal Ofli- 
cers going round the oftreets to endeavour to 
re-eftablilh order, arretted four Officers of 
the regiment de Lyonnai , and fent them 
to the HoteUde-ViUe. The Adminiftra- 
tors of the Department there aflembled 
were informed that other young Officers 
had gone to their quarters, turned out the 
regiment under arms, and propofed to^hem 
to go and deliver by open force tlieir 
comrades, who had been arretted ; and alfo 
3 that 
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that the patriots armed were coming in 
great numbers to the HoteUde-Ville to de- 
mand juftice. The regiment had refufedto 
march unlefs required by the Adminiftrators ; 
fo that it only remained to make the patriots 
return j^eaceably home, by afluring them that 
they (hould have juftice. But how could 
that be done without infliding punifhment 
on themfelves, who were in reality the ag- 
greflbrs i Therefore as nothing was deemed 
lefs patriotic than to take umbrage againft the 
patriots how guilty foever they might be, the 
Adminiftrators adted exactly contrary to what 
they ought to have done: they immediately 
fent away the regiment de Lyonnais^ who 
did not hefitate to obey, and in their place 
received 400 men belonging to the Swifs re- 
giment of Erneft, and 400 of the Nation^ 
Guards, who came from Marfeilles, The 
rage of the Jacobins was not yet fatisficd. 
The cowardly condefcenfion of the Admini- 
ftrators was a triumph, but was not fuffi- 
cient revenge; blood was what they want- 
ed, and ^he populace promifed them they 
fhould have it. Several perfons pointed out 
as fufpeded of royalifm were arrefted, and 
carried to prifon. * In that number was the 
old advocate Pafcalis, a lawyer of the firft 

R 3 eminence, 
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eminence, a man of great talents and virtues, 
and who pofleffed the general eftcem which he 
had merited by fifty years of honourable fer-^ 
vices. His revolutionary crime was having^ 
on the 27th of September, at the bar of the^ 
Parliament, and at the head of the profeflion' 
of advocates, pronounced a very ehergdtiC 
proteft againfl: the Decree for fuppreffing that 
Court, and which was to be put in execution 
on the 30th of the fame month. The Admi- 
riiftrators were weak enough to confine this 
venerable old man, and the companions of 
his misfortune in prifon, under the guard of 
a detachment of the regiment of Erneft and 
the National Guard. The day following, at 
eight in the morning, an immenfe multitude 
furrounded the prifon, crying loudly for thef 
head of Pafcalis. Moft of the Admini^ 
ttrators and feveral Municipal Officers attend- 
ed in their fcarfs, and endeavoured to calni 
ihe people, as far as the fear with which 
"they were themfelves feized would permit 
them. But the people feldom grow calm at 
the defire of thofe who fear them; they 
would neither hear nor utter any thing but 
the cries of death. The gates of the prifbii 
^ere forced open in an inflant. Pafcalh 
ftnd two other perfpns arretted the day before 

wer? 
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\veFe dragged out, and hanged upon trees in 
die prefence of 400 men of the regiment of 
Emeft, and 400 of the National Guard of 
Marfeilles, of the National Guard of Aix, 
and of all the Conftituted Authorities, who 
appeared to have fent away the regiment de 
Lyonnais only that this horrible crime might 
be committed without any obftacle. 

When this account was related to the Af- 
fembly, they were, according to their ufual 
mode, afflifted and provoked, but neverthelefs 
contented themfclves to decree, upon the mo- 
tion of their Committees, of Inquiry and Re- 
ports, that the King (hould be entreated to 
fend into the Department of the Mouths of 
the Rhone a fufficient number of the troops of 
the line to re-eftablifli the public tranquillity; 
and alfd to fend thither three Civil Com- 
miffioners, charged jointly with three mem- 
bers chofen from the Adminiftrative Body^ 
to call in the public force. The Abbe 
Maury infilled in vain that there fliould be 
prefixed to this Decree an energetic preamble 
againft thofe popular infurre<5tions, againft 
thofe crimes which diflionoured the Nation; 
Charles de Lameth Urongly refifted this 
motion, and even thought that the Decree 
went too fan ** The people are accufed/* 

R 4 ^ faid 
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faid he: •* I defend them : I am far, however^ 
from excufing them for committing crimes - 
even when provoked. But if we look at thcfc 
events in their proper point of view, we find 
them to be afl&irs originating in felf-de-? 
fence, in which the people have always the 
advantage. — They are provoked to violence 
— ^Armed aflemblies are held — Our coun- 
trymen were irritated and harafled by the 
Minifters whom we have attacked ; and this 
is the people who are accufed ! — I call 
upon the enemies of the people to put an 
end to the mourning with which they 
cover the country. — As to the plan for the 
Decree, I dp not fee why we (hould fend 
Commiffioners : this is a ufeful meafure, 
of which we fhould not be too prodfgaL 
The Adminiftrators are not fufpedled, the 
good caufe triumphs ! I think there is no 
occafion for a Decree on this fubje<St, and 
I move, that the Prefident be charged to 
write a letter of thanks to .the grenadiers 
of the regiment de Lyonnais, who have 
fet a great example of fubmiffion to the 
laws.^' 

The fpeaker was interrupted by repeated 
applaufes at every fentence of this fpeech, 
which I have reoorted very accurately, to 



Dbc. 1790.] FRENCH REVOLUTION. 249 

give an exadt idea of the principles and na- 
ture of the talents of this tender friend of the 
people, 

Itnmediately after the report of this affair, 
the Deputy Voidel afcended the tribune, and 
announced the moft important information of 
a counter-revolutionary confpiracy about to 
break out at Lyons, which was plotted at Nice, 
Turin, and Antibes, and the ramifiGations of 
which extended into different parts of the king- 
dom. ** The preparations making on our fron- 
** tiers, the journeys oi M. D'Autichamp^ 
*• the fecret arrival of a deceitful Minifler at 
•* Turin, the fudden affembling of all the 
** confpirators ; all thefe movements," faid 
the reporter, ** excited the vigilance of your 
** Committee. At length all is difcovered.** 

But what Was the extent of this great dis- 
covery, at which the whole AfTembly was 
tranfported with joy ? It had no other bafis 
than the bare declarations of four Lyonnefe 
.informers, who pretended that they had pur- 
pofely enrolled themfelves among the con- 
fpirators, in order to be admitted into their 
fecret. 

The refult of their declarations was, that 
three months before a Count ^e Lyon, who 
h?id a naturs^l fori named Beaujour, being 

told 
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told that Monet ^ one of the informers, 
was much in the confidence of the work- 
men, propofed an interview with him by this, 
fon, who had fpoken to him a great deal 
concerning the evils which the Revolution 
had brought on, of the annihilation of com- 
merce, and fo forth, and who had informed 
him that an energetic plan was about to be 
put in execution to ftir up the people pri* 
vately; adding, that doubtlefs this good 
people would never fufFer the eftates of the 
Clergy to be fold, and efpecially thofe of the 
Counts de Lyon. — That after thefc overtures^ 
Beaujour had carried Monet to two young 
Officers, named Defcarts and Terrajfe^ who 
introduced him to the Count, with whom he 
had had conftant conferences during two 
months ; th^t one day the Count came to his- 
houfc, and faid to him, ** The beft means of 
gaining the people is to aflemble as many 
perfons as poffible together in public-houfes, 
and for this purpofe to advance money to the 
landlords, that they may fell their .wine 
cheap ; that Monet having obferved to him 
that the landlords might entertain fufpicions, 
he allowed the obfervation to be juftj but 
added 2 " Well, we muft be content to men- 
•* tion the Princes, and engage the people 

" to 
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** to recall therri, by announcing that when 
•*-tb^y return they will fcatter abundance of 
'* rhohey, and caufe the duties of entry to 
*• fee diminifhed ; that the King will come 
^ and refide in the town ; that he will find 
*♦ a means of efcaping from Paris; that he 
^* 'Will bring along with him the National 
*• Aflembly; and that the Conftitution will 
•* ftill be forwarded.'* — Monet faid, that he 
had with thefe inftrudtions given him feveral 
mccndiary libels, of which he had a ftore, 
and charged him to diftribute them ; that he 
had alfodifclofed to him his project of caufing 
M. Guillain to be chofen Mayor, and the 
mancfeuvres he had put in pradice for that 
purpofe in the patriotic clubs, and to gain the 
prefidents and fecretaries ; that M. M. Def- 
mrteg and Terrace had complained to him 
f Monet) thdt they were ill ferved at the 
HoteUde-la'-Commime^ although they paid 
well ; that they often fpoke to him of the 
confidence they xepofed in M. de la Cha^ 
[lelley the Commandant of the place^ whom 
ifeey always called Friend La Chapelle.-^ 
^' At laft/' added the informer, ** M. T^ 
** rq^ faid to me one day at his houfe: 
V fFell, to*m(^Taw mu/l be the day.**-— 
*• No^ next Sunday/* replied!. — ^He regret- 
ted 



252 AlfNAI^S OF tHE ) [Dec. 179^. 

ted the delay, then faid, •* The explofioa 
'* muft take place on Monday : I will intro- 
•* duce you to the Count D^Artois; the^ 
'• Princes will reward thofe liberally who. 
** ferve them.** ** M. Defcartes zlfo,'^ con- 
tinued Monet J *• exprefled much uneafinefs' 
** at the delay which I propof<?d, — ^When we 
*' put off matters from one day to another/* 
faid he, ** we are obliged to give notice to a 
** great number of people/* 

Berthelj the fecond informer, declared 
that he had had feveral conferences with 
Guillain ; that on the 27th of November 
Guillain afked him what his means were ? 
Berthel anfwered him, that he knew about 
thirty porters who might be reli^ upon; 
that in all their conferences Guillain had 
converfed with him about raifing the people^ 
^ of perfuading them to demand a diminution 
of the duty upon bread and wine, and of pro- 
mifing him that if the Princes were invited 
to return, they would lower the excife duties 
of the town. 

Charotj another informer, declared that 
Terraffe had alfo fpoken to him about ftir* 
ring up the people, of recalling the Princes,' 
and had told him that Af . de la Chajielte 
would put himfclf at the head of the people •; 

that 



1>EC. 1790.3 -FRENCH REVOLUTION. ^53 

that the duties of entry flhould be lowered on 
the day that the Princes arrived ; that the 
King and the National Affembly were to 
cojTie to Lyons, which would become the 
capital of the kingdom, and that Paris would 
be a defert, 

Jacob David, the fourth and laft inform- 
er, declared that Terrajfe had talked to him 
in the fame manner of raifing the people, and 
of the return of the Princes; and that he had 
moreover faid to him: *vThe people will 
*' aflemble in arms in the fquare before the 
•* Hotel-de-Fille while a petition is pre- 
** fen ted to the Municipality. The brave 
** La Qhapelle and myfelf will put our- 
•* felves at their head. We have three thou- 
•* land men to go for the Princes. If three 
•' thoufand men are not fufficient, we have 
** five, and, if neceflary, fix thoufand : and 
*** befides, the infurredlion will break out on 
•* the fame day throughout France. As 
** many women as poflJible mufl: be brought 
** to the fquare, and without any fear of the 
*^ red flag 2 the troops will not fire upon the 
'* people; wearefureof them.** 

It further appeared from their depofitions, 
that Monet had received fifty louis from the 
Count de Lyon at two different times ; Ber^ 

thel 
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thel two louis from Guillain, and Charot 
four louis from TerraJJe^ Jacob David was 
the only one to whom nothing had been 
given. 

The Municipality, after having examined 
the perfons mentioned in thefe informations, 
caufed DefqarteSj Terrqffej and Gidllain 
to be arrefted, and imprifoned at Pierre-en- 
Aife, and fent an account of it to the Com- 
mittee of Inquiry of the Aflcmbly. 

This account, of which I have made an 
accurate extrad:, was terminated by fome pa- 
triotic phrafes, and by a plan for a Decisee 

.for removing the three prifoners to Paris,^ 
for requefting the King to change the Com- 
mandant and garrifon of Lyons, and for en- 
joining every French Public Fundtionary re- 
ceiving penfions, or any ftipend whatever 
from the State, t6 return into the kingdicun 

, within a month, under pain of haying their 
penfions or flipends fufpended. 

To Ihew the inconfillency and barbarity 
of the Decree, it was fufficient to compare 
it with that which had been adopted concern- 
ing the affair at Aix, and the Abbe Maury 
did not fail to make the application. ^^ You 
*' heard,** faid he, ** with horror at the bc- 
** ginning of this Sitting, the recital of tljie 

** moft 
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^fmoft atrocious crimes, committed in the 
** prefeoce of many thoufand witneffes in 
**. contempt of all law, of your Conftitu- 
** tlon, and conftituted authorities; never- 
** thclefs none of the guilty were arreftcd, 
** You ordered no profecution againft theiti,; 

and now, upon bare fufpicions of a con- 
** fpiracy, as ridiculous as abfurd, it is pro- 
*' pofed to you to drag to the prifons of the 
** capital three perfons, againft whom there 
** exifts no other proof than unconne<3:ed 
** and clandeftine inforrnations privately re- 
** ceived by the Municipal Officers, inftead 
** of being taken before competent judges, 
** and according to the form prefer ibed by 
** the law. Three of your fellow-citizens 
** have been juft hanged by the people for 
*v being fufped:ed of incivifm, of Royalifm, 
** or of not approving the Revolution, and 
** no punifhment has been inflid;ed for the 
** Crime; yet, under thefe circumftances, it 
** is propofed to you to order the fugitives 
** to return to France, Is it not aiking them 
** to come, and allow themfelves to be aflaf- 
** finated ? Can you, in fa(3:, anfwer for / 
** their lives ? Which of you will dare to 
** infure mine ?'* 

The Abbe * Maury then difcufled the in- 
formations 
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foliations -nreceivcd by the Municipality. 
He proved that they were contradiftory in 
fome points, and in others' falfified by the. 
faft ; that M. de la Chapelle, who was 
pointed out as the perfon who wa3 to adr the 
principal characSter in the confpiracy\ had 
been judged free from all blame by the Mu- 
nicipality tliemfelves, who had not arreftecl 
him j that it evidently followed ftom all 
thefe impoftures and contradidlions, that if 
the informers were not great fcoundrels, the 
accufed mull be the wcakeft of intriguers. 
He recalled to mind the recent bufinefs of 
the Count de Lautrec. The informers 
againfl: him to the Municipality of Touloufe 
were at leaft worthy of as much credit as 
thofe from whom the Municipality of Lyons 
had received thefe informations, and againft 
one of whom a warrant had been iflued from 
a Criminal Court ; yet the Aflembly had 
acknowledged the innocence of M. de 
JLautrec, and the impofture of thofe whb 
had denounced him. — *• Thofe impoftors,** 
faid he as he concluded, ** remained un- 
V punifhed j but that it may not be the 
•* cafe with thofe of Lyons, I move that 
** if the accufed be arrefted, and brought 
•' to the prifons of the capital, their ac- 

**'cufers 
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•* cufers be alfo brought hither. By this 
•* amendment it is not my intention to con- 
** cuf in the Decree propofed to you j but 
** fince we muft yield to a majority, I fay to 
** that majority, that the example of M. de 
** Lautrec ought to teach them that all who 
•* are accufed are not guilty, nor all whoac- 
^* cufe innocent.** 

M. de Cazales infifted principally upon 
the queftion of public right. ** It is not,*' 
faid he, ** an eafy matter to decide with pre- 
cifion how far the public intereft autho- 
rifes the Legiflative Body to invade private 
liberty ; for it is evident that public liberty 
is compofed of the liberty of individuals. 
Society has doubtlefs a right to impofe 
upon every agent whom they pay, condi- 
tions moft adapted to the public good ; 
but every fociety that has entirely changed 
its conftitution, has difengaged every ci- 
tizen from thofe ties which bound him to 
his country. In fuch a cafe every man 
has a right to fay, I do not choofe your 
new conftitution ; give me my property, 
and I will leave the country. A perfon is 
only criminal when he violates the con- 
ftitution to which he has given his con- 
lent. Recall to mind the indignation ex- 
VOL. III. S *^ cited 
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cited throughout France by the cronfifca- 
tion of the property of the religious fugi- 
tives, who refufed to fubmit to the law 
which revoked the edjid: of ?^ajitz.— -The 
principle is this; every gift, falary, or 
penfion received from the Nation, carries 
with it the obligation of fubmitting to 
thofe terms which the Legiflators think 
fit; but you cannot, without forgetting 
every principle of juftice and liberty, re- 
trench what may have been given in piir- 
ehafe for any property whatever, k is 
certain, for example^ that the provrfi<Mi 
made for the Princes of the Blood is hot a 
falary from the Nation, but a compenfa- 
tion in lieu of their patrimony ; for I can- 
not fuppofe it will be maintained that ori- 

* ginally they pofleffed no property. The 

* provifion is oifly a compenfation for real 
' property, and in which the bargain was 

* by no me^is made in &vour of the JPrifKres. 
' It fliouki be placed under the fame laws as 
»* private property. Befides, cao any of you 
' afifcfwer this queftion : ^re the PHucqb 

* y^e in this kingdom .^'* 

Batnave obfcrved that th^ propofed Decr^ 
did not in any manner apply to the provifion 
for the Princes, but only related to th^ fup^r^ff- 
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ingdf irtie ftipends or penfions of thfe fugitives,* 
, who did not return to France within thfe 'time 
fixed ; and that according to the principles 
^eftablifiied by M. de Cazales himfelf, the 
meafurc was as juft as it was neceifary. 

M: de la Fayette y ever in purfuit of the 
popularity that was flying from him, ma- 
naged to obtain fome applaufe by alfo main- 
taining that the propofed Decree was necef- 
Ikry and very urgent, to put an end to the dif- 
order and alarms excited in the kingdom by 
the projects of the enemies of the Nation, al- 
though they were no better known than their 
political fyftems; ** and although/* added 
he^ ** there was nothing to fear for the li- 
•^ berty fo glorioufly acquired by the Na- 
*' tion, and defended by three millions of 
** National Guards ready to face all its op- 
•* poiients/* He concluded with voting that 
the Decree propofed by the Committee fhould 
be adopted according to the amendment or 
explanation which Bamave had given to it^' 
and the majority of the Aflembly were of the 
feme opinion *. 

This 

* To remove the doubts and ridicule which the Abt^ 
Maur^ had caft upon the pretended confpiracy at Lyons, 
aad upon the alarms of xht Gommittec of Inquiry, Foidel 

S 2 again 
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This explanation made by Bamave to M. 
de CazaUsj relative to the provifion for the 
Princes, and innocently adopted by M. de la 
Fayette^ was highly perfidious, or at leaft 
ventured on very flight grounds. Bamave^ 
in fail, was not ignorant that the grants for 

the 

again rummaged among the papers of this Commiltee^ 
and found two letters from the Adminiftratorsof the De- 
partment of the Var, which he read to the Aflembly in 
the Sitting of the 23d of December. Thejr ann6tinced 
that a perfon' who could be confided in had written frotei 
Nice: " that every thing was going on in a fair way; 
** that the young confederates were buying horfes, and 
" preparing to fet ofF; that thofe of Turin manifefted 
" the fame eagernefs ; that a blue and black bow, tied 
*i to the button-hole of the waiftcoat, was the itew badge 
" of the confederation, and was, it was faid, llic em* 
" blem of two high Powers, on whom they relied; that 
** it was to be feared that they had fome views, and per- 
**'haps hopes of Lyons ; that it was certain that they had 
** corrcfpondents in that city ; that fome w^ks before 
" one of the aiTociatcs frpm Lyons had come to Nice, 
<* and held conferences with the party ; and that the Ad- 
" miniftrators of the Department of the Lower Alps 
" Were afraid that the enemies of the Conftitution fhould 
*' feize the town of Entreveaux, which was the key to 
** the Department, and whofe fidelity was doubtful.'* 

The reporter in confequence propofed, and it was d^- 
cjrecd, that the King fliould be entreated to fend a fuiB- - 
cient garrifon to guard the poft of Entreveaux. He af* 
tcrwards added, by way of obfervalion in fupport of his 

' firft 
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the provifion of the Princes had been annul- 
led by a Decree of the r3th of Auguft pre- 
ceding ; that the Princes were not to poffifs 
them beyond the ift of January 1791, and 
that after that period each of them fhould re- 
ceive, as an indemnification or compenfation, 
an annuity of a million of livres, payable out 
of the National Treafury, befides an annual 
allowance, which the Affembly meant to 
take into confiderafion. The opinion of M. 
de CazaUs was therefore not foreign to the 
queftion, at leaft as to the allowance to be 
made to the Princes who were to be provided 
for. This allowance was fixed at a million 
a year for each of them in the Sitting of the 

firft reportconcerning the affair of Lyons, that the Com- 
mittee of Inquiry had been informed that a great number, 
of the former gentlemen of Auvcrgne had rode to Lyons 
on the night of the loth of December, each of them, 
having a led horfe; that when they found the three 
leaders of the confpiracy had been arretted, they rode off, 
leaving behind them in the city 300 horfes without 
owners. 

The truth of the fa£l is, that a very well-planned pro- 
jeft of the Royalids was to have taken plac€ at Lyons \ 
but the indifcretion of feme agents, and the alarms the 
King hsid conceived on the occafion, had caufed it to be 
given up feveral days before the pitiful difcoveries which 
bad to much alarmed the Committee of Inquiry, 

S^ 20th 
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20t^ of Dceembei; ; that is to lay, two 4ay§ 
aftcE^tfee Decree, that ev;ery Fr^nchmaa re- 
ceiving- ^y penlion oj^ allowance whatfoevec 
froi» the State, who ftiould not be prefenjt 
an4j ^ofident in the kingdom, or who flhould 
not take his civic oath within a month, 
ftioyld forfeit his penfiofi or allowance. It 
is more than probable that the principal ob- 
ject: of this Decree was to deprive the emi- 
grant Princes of the mijlion which >vas tq 
be granted; them. Little dpuljt qould remaiii, 
on.this h^d, when in the debate upon, the 
amoupt of their allowance thefe reiparkablq 
words, forcqd by the power of truths for the 
firft time frona the brutaj difpofition of the,. 
Deputy Camus were heard: ** Is M. D'Ar- 
** toiVa m^n to take an oath in order to have 
«V a little more or lefs ?*' 

Brutality was the leaft fault of this old ad- 
vocate. He was more rerparked in the Af- 
fembly by that black ingratitude, puflied even 
to iQadnefs, which he conftantly manifefted 
in regard to the Clergy, from whom he had 
derived all his fupport, and againft whom he 
had always fome new motion to fnufflc*. 

However 

* Nafilloner. ^^T\i\s expreilion, trifling as it may ap- ■ 
pear^ will not be cenfured by thofe who have heard this 

fpeaker. 
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However extravagant or atrocious thefe were, 
they were almoft always adopted, becaufe he 
generally had the precaution to propofc them 
only when he was fure of a majority. It 
was in this manner that on the 23d of De- 
cember, at the opening of tivs Sitting, that 
is to fay before the Aflembly was fiill, and 
while the principal Members of the Cote-' 
Droit were abfent, it was, on a motion of 
Camus'Sy unanimoufly decreed without a de- 
bate, and with great applaufes from the Cote^ 
Gauche and the Galleries, that the Prefident 
fliould go to the King in the courfc of the 
morning to enquire the reafons for delaying 
the fandion to the Decree of the 25th of 
November, enjoining all the Ecclefiaftical 
Public Functionaries to take the oath to the 
civil conftitution of the Clergy, and to en- 
treat his Majefty to fandion the Decree with- 
out delay. 

Thefe two refolutions were evidently con- 
trary to the nature of the right of the fan(5lion, 
which they reduced to no more than a forced 

fpcaker. He had fo difagreeable a manner of fpcaking 
through his nofe, that it would have been enough to have 
given a difguft to eloquence, even if he had poflefled that 
of the Abbe Maury ^ from Which affiiredly. he was at an 
i(timenfe diftance. 

S 4 aa 
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a<a of obedience, which the King could, 41PI 
even delay without affigning his motives. 

The fame day, in the Evening Sitting, th^ 
Prefident reported the King's anfwer, which 
he had received in writing, in the foUowiag 
terms ; 

** When I received the Decree concerning? 
*' the civil coriftitution of the Clergy, | 
*• caufed it to be announced in the National 
•' AfTembly that I wquld take proper, maa- 
*• fures to infure the full and entire execution 
*' of it, I have been conftantly occupied 
** with the fubjedt ever fince. The Decree 
•* of the 27th of Novefnber being but .9. 
** confequence of that of July, no doubt can. 
** remain concerning my intentions; but it 
'* appeared to me to deferve the greatell at-, 
♦• t^ntion in its execution. My reipedl for 
*' Religion, and the duty incumbent upon m^ 
** to ellablifti the Conftitution without agi- 
** tation, and without commotio, hav-e 
** made me ufe redoubled activity in my 
** meafures. I look every moment for its 
*' efFeds, and I hope that the National Af- 
*• fembly will rely upon me with the greiater 
*♦ confidence, as by the Decrees I am charged 
f with the execution of the laws, and as irv 

** taking 
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^* taking the gentleft and fureft means to ,_ 
•^ avoid whatever might difturb the public 
*' tranquillity, I think I fliall confolidate th^ . 
*> foundations of the Conftitutiort of the i 
*' kingdom. I again demand from the Af- ^^ 
[* fembly the confidence I merit from them/* 

If the Aflembly had been truly animated^ 
with the love of good, if the moft furious 
among the Fadlious, and their ftupid or mif- 
led adherents, had not had the majority, how 
muft they have been delighted with, an an- 
fwer fo replete with candour, wifdom, ^d 
virtue. 

Carrtus v^s the firft to attack it. ** The 
** repeated teftimonies of attachment to the 
'* Conftitution in the King's anfwer/* faid 
he, *^ will ever be grateful to us; but he 
** cannot refufe his acceptance to the confti- 
^* tutional Decrees. With refpedt to thofe 
*^ which are fimply matters of regulation, , 
'* they (hould be either fandioned or refufed 
•* by him within a week, and if he refufes 
• ^ to fandliopi them he ought to ftate his mo- 
** tives. A longer delay would endanger 
^* tthe tranquillity of the kingdom. Pru-_ 
^* dence has for ^, time prevailed upon you 
f* to fliut your eyes, but there has been too 

** much 
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** much delay. Call to mind the Sittings 
*• of the 20th and 23d of June, when you 
** deak the laft blows to the Royal defpo- 
** tifm. Recall your firmnefs. All pal- 
'^ Katives are exhaufled. No other refourcc 
•• is left. Be what you ought to be, or re- 
** nounce liberty. I have fcen letters from 
♦* feveral Bifliops, which mention that they 
** wait the Papers decifion. Do you pex- 
•* ccive the confequence of fuch a condud ?^ 
** Difobedience on the one hand, and fubmif- 
♦• fion on the other . . . How can Frenchmea 
*' think we will fubmit to the veto of a 
•* Tranf- Alpine, of him whom they call the 
** great, the fovereign PohtifFof the Church, 
*• as if it had any other than Jesus Christ, 
*• its founder,** &c. &c. 

The reft of his fpeech was a differtation as 
dull as indecent againft the Bifhops, inter- 
mingled with fome fentences of Janfenifm 
and hypocrify. He concluded by moving, 
that the Prefident (hould be charged to wait 
upon the King, to reprefent to. him thenum- 
berlefs inconveniences which would refult 
from his deferring the acceptance of the De- 
cree of the 27th of November; and to en- 
treat his M'ajefty to give a definitive anfwer 
the following day. , . 

The 
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The Abbe Maury ran immediately to the* 
tribune demanding to be heard, and even the 
Members of the Cote-Gaiiche ftrongly in- 
lifted that he (hould be allowed to fpeak. 
Camus J a little difconccrt^d, and doubtlefs 
thinking himfelf abandoned by his pairty, had 
rccourfe to the quirk of a pettifogger, and* 
ftarted a difficulty of form, to prevent the 
Abb6 Maury from difcuflkig the queffcion. 
He afked the Prefidfent if the King's anfwer 
W^$ iigned, and if it had the ftamp^of le- 
gality h The Prefidient ^ifwer^d that he had- 
not been commiffioned to afk for a figncd 
anfwer, and that Iw ftioufd have brought 
back a verbal one if the. King, after having 
fcad |t, had not given it to him in writing. 
It was immediately propofcd to adjoum^ all 
decifion on his Majefty's anfwer till it had 
beoi addrefled, (igned, and counter-figned tO: . 
the Aflfembly, and to charge the Prefidcne 
immediate^ to wait upon the King to de- 
mand it in that form, that the refponfibility 
might never be uncertain^ This motion, 
after long debates, was adopted in fpite of 
all the Abbe Maury could lay to prove that^ 
the form of the King's anfwer ought not to 
fufpend the decifion on the queftion* 

It is here neceflary to remark, that this De* 
. ' crec 
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cree of the 27th of November was n9ta,C9^7, 
ilitutional Decree, but (imply a Deere? cpnr\ 
taining a law concerning the execution oij^^ 
civil conftitution of the Clergy; neit3hter.h^^ 
it been prefented for the King's acceptappfu^ 
which was always a matter . of courfe, hut 
for the fandtion, which it was uhderfto^,hf-i 
bad the liberty of refufing, informing tjljj^j 
Aflembly of his motives within eight days^ 
Cantus kimfelf was fo well convinced th^t 
this Decree could not be clafled amonor tKc 
conftitutional Decrees, that in the motiq^ 
which he made at the opening of the Sitting 
of the 23d of December, he only fpo|ce or 
the delay of the fan&ion, and the Preiident^ 
was charged to afk the motives why tTie t)e.. 
cree had not been ytt fanHioned^ and to en- 
treat his Majefty without delay to give his 
JanHion to the faid Decree. The King hay- 
ing ftated his motives in the anfwer whicn/^ 
the Prefident had reported, had fully corp- 
plied with the conftitutional Decree that ret 
gulated the exercife of the right of fandiion; , 
for it had hot been decreed that his Majc^^ 
fliould fign his motives, and caufe them to, 
be counter- figned by a Secretary of State. 

By acknowledging and declaring' as they 
had done; that refponfibility was not attached 

to 
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to. the fandion^ it could not ^be fubjcded to 
forms required for adls where the Minifters 
were refponlible. Thus the obfervation made 
by Camus on the want of fignature in the 
King*s anfwcr was, as I have before obferv- 
ed, a mere quibble; but although it pro- 
duced the efFed: he meant it fliould, he was 
not fatisfied with this fuccefs. He forefaw 
that the King might return the fame anfwer 
fij^hed and counter-figned, and that in that 
cafle the fandlion, and confequently the exe- 
cution of the Decree of the 27th of Novem- 
ber, would remain fufpended during his Ma- 
jcjffiy^s bleafure. It was neceffary to avoid this 
new embarraifment, and the method he took 
was *tliis] He no longer ufed in the Even- 
ing pitting the words fandioriy and to fane- 
tiokf which he twice repeated in the motion 
made in the morning. He fubftituted the 
word acceptance as being much better cal- 
culated to infure the prompt execution of 
the Decree; for the Affembly had attached 
to'^Kat fingle word a kind of magic power 
of conferring tiie conftitutional charader to 
eVeiy becree whatfoever, and they did not 
fail to employ it in all Decrees where they 
foreikw the fandlion might be delayed or re- 
fufed^ It is true that hitherto they had nyt 
'^ thought , 
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tthought prbper to make ufe of it in Decrees 
which they bad already acknowledged to 
tdntain merely legal objedls, by prefentifeg 
them as fuch fot the fandioo. Tht obfti- 
t\sitc animofity of Camus againft tht Clergy 
fuggefted to him this grofs artifice, which re^ 
duced to a fervile and mechanical office the 
character already too infigpificant which was 
affigned to the King, in the excrcifc of the 
Executive Power. Several Members o£ the 
, Cote-Gauche t who fpoke after Camus ^ 
dwelt alfo on the acceptance of the Decree, 
and fpoke no more of the JanMion. Bar^^ 
nave, in fupporting the opinion that an an- 
fwcr in legal form fliould be required of the 
King, formally declared that the quefKons, 
whether the right of the Conftitiient Body 
did not extend to all aCceJfary aBs^ necef^ 
fury for carrying the Conjiitution into eac^ 
ecittion ^ and whether thofe were zjOi% which 
required the fandlion ? could not be attended 
with a ihadow of doubt, when the Aiftmbly 
fliauld tbint proper to confider them. 

The King, .being iiiformed by^ the Pre^ 
fident of the Decree which had been paffed, 
determined to adhere to his former anfwer^ 
without aiiy otlioifadtGration. than the addition 
of^ius fignature, and that of the Keeper of 

the 
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the Seals ; biit it was more than probable that 
* upon this aafwer the x\ffembly would not 

have hefitated to declare the Decitee of the 

2jthof November conftatutional, to denrrand 
- i^f acceptance and to caufe their demand to 
. bfeiupported by fome popular commotioais, 
f^- w^ch already began to be manifefted under 
.^ »tl^ (windows o^ the Palace, by the motions 
r'of . the groups, and by their vociferations 
< agakift the Queen. This wa^ the ufual ma- 
, i^CBUvrC' of the Fadious. Thefe different 

confiderations determined the King to accept, 
. without further deky, the Etecree of the 27th 

of November, and to declare it to the Af- 
. ^ fembly by the following letter, in which his 

Majefty carefully underlined the words ac^ 

€&pf^ and acceptance. 

\ » *M have accepted tl^ Decree of the 27th 

. V of November laft. In yielding to the 

' *f: wilhes of the National Affembly, I am 

\ v«*. happy to explain the motives that induced 

** me to delay this acceptartce, and thofe 

- •* which determine me to give it now. I 

, i ^ ihall do it openly and frankly, as becomes 

: ** my character. This kind of comraunica- 

** tion between the National Affembly and 

'« myfelf 

3 



H 
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myfelf ought to draw clofer the ties of 
that mutual confidence fo^ neceflary to the 
happinefs of France* 

** I have feveral times repeated to the Na- 
tional Aflembly my invariable intention 
of fupporting, by every means in my 
power, the Conftitution which I have ac- 
cepted, and fwom to maintain. In delay- 
ing to make known the acceptance of the 
Decree, it was the wifli of my heart that 
the means of feverity might be prevented 
by thofe of gentlenefs; and by giving 
time for cool reflection, I could not but 
think that the execution of the Decree 
would have been effeded with a harmony 
which would have been no lefs agreeable to 
the National Aflembly than to myfell> 
** I hoped that thefe motives of prudence 
would be generally felt ; but fince doubts 
have arifen concerning my intentions, 
which the known candour of my charac- 
ter (hould remove, my confidence in the 
National Aflembly urges me to accept the- 
Decree, * 

" I once more repeat, that the furcft and 
^* mofl: proper means of cahning agitations, 
^* and of conquering all refifliance, is the 

^^ reciprocity 
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^* reciprocity of this confidence between 
•• the National Affembly aiid myfelf; it 
** is neceflary; I deferve it; I depend 
•* upon it* 

(Signed) " LOUIS. 
And lower down, •* Duport dx^Tertre." 

The Cote-Gduche triumphant/ warmly 
applauded their vidtory for feveral minutes ; 
and the Galleries enraptured, without well 
knowing why, broke into the moft noify 
joy. The fame fcene was renewed the fol- 
lowing day when the oath was taken by fixty 
Priefts, or Monks, all Members of the Af- 
fembly, and all convinced that it would be 
doing injuftice to the Legiflative Body to 
fufped: them of intending to jcncroach upon 
the Church. ^^ The very title of the civil 
*' conftitution of the Clergy/' faid the Abbe 
Gregoire, " fufficiently evinces the intention 
** of the Affembly. In the face of France^ 
•* and of the univerfe, they have folemnly 
•* manifefted their profound refped; for Re* 
** ligion. It was never their defign to make 
*• the flighted attack upon the dodtrines, the 
** hierarchy, and fpiritual authority of the 
•* head of the Church. They acknowledge 

Vol. HL T - thefc 
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** thefe obje^s to be out of their jurifdic- 
^* tion/* &c. Stc. This revolutionary de- 
moniac was not only an impudent liar, biit 
alfo, in other refpedts, one of the moft worth- 
lefs fellows in the Aflembly. 

Mirabcau attended none of the latfe Sit- 
tings. He had informed the Aflembly by 
the Prefidtnt, on the 22d of December, 
that he meant to be abfent for a month* 
This unexpected abfence, at fo critical a 
moment, equally aftonifhed all parties, and 
occafioned much converfation and many 
eonjcdlures. No one could guefs at the^ 
motives which actuated. M/rfl&eait to leave 
to others the honour or the popularity of 
aiming the laft blows at the Clergy, of 
whom he had hitherto been one of the 
moft violent antagonifts. The myftery will 
be cleared up in the following chapters, and 
I fhall conclude this by obferving that, at 
the (ame period in which the Aflembly corii- 
pleted the total fpoliation of the moft re- 
fpedtable minifters of Religion, by impofing 
upon them, under pain of deprivation of 
their benefices, an oath which they we're 
fure they would never take, they were em- 
ployed in regulating the mode of reftorin^ 

the 
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the ccmfifcated property of fugitive Tro^ 
teftants to their children and reprefenta- 
tives. The revenue of this property in the 
year 1790 amounted to 110,000 livres, as 
appears by the Decree of the 9th of De- 
cember 1790. If there is a time for illegal 
confifcation, the day of legal reftitution muft 
alfo arrive, and the laft hour of a Govem- 
ment, whofe balls and fole fupport depend 
upon fucceflive and continual confifcation, 
cannot be far off. It is a monfter that de- 
vours itfelf. 

The month of December 1790, was alfo 
the period of the retreat of M. Lambert^ 
the Comptroller-General, a Magiftrate as 
eftimable on account of his knowledge as 
of his virtues. He had fucceeded M. Necker 
in the department of the Finances, or rather 
in fuch infignificant and trifling portions of 
that department, as the Aflembly had not 
abforbed : for they had fo completely con- 
centrated in their Committees all the branch- 
es of the Adminiftration, that the Comp- 
troller-General had lefs power, bufinefs, and 
influence, than formerly fell to the fhare of 
his head clerks : and M. de Lejfart^ who 
fucceeded M. Larnbert in a month after^his 

T % appoint- 
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appointment *, united to the department of 
tiie Finances that of Minifter of the Inte- 
rior, beconle vacant by the refignation of 
M. de St. Priefi. 



* The 25th of January 791. 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 



A great Majority of the Deputies of the 

Clergy refufe to take the new Oath-^ 

Fruitlefs Attempts to intimidate them — 

Decree relative tofupplying the Vacan^ 

cies occct/ioned in Eccle/iq/iical Prefer-* 

ments hy the Deprivation offuch Dig* 

nitaries and Incumbents as had refufed, 

or Jhould refufe, to take the Oath — A 

fuhlime Idea exprejfed hy M. de Mont-^ 

iQufier'-rExp'aordinary Addrefs cgm^- 

pofed hy Miraheau reje6led — T/ip -^ 

femhly emharraJfed-r-Denunciation of a 

new Cluh eJlaWJhed under the Title ef 

Friends of the Monarchical Conjiitution 

— M. Malouet undertakes its Defence-^ 

The Mob fjiTQund the Houfe of M. de 

Clermont'Tonnere^ who was a Member 

of the Club — Alarm occajioned by th$ 

T 3 Trepa- 
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Preparations made by Foreign Powers 
— Mcafures adopted by the AJfembly re- 
lative to the Army, and the Appoint- 
ment of AmbaJJadors — Mirabeau Pre- 
fident^The Profejors and Majiers of 
the Unluerfity of Paris appear at the 
Bar of the AJjembly^ and take the new 
Oath. 

XvELIGION gained the pureft triumph, aod 
its faithful Minifters were covered with glory 
on the day when the Affembly, impatient to 
enforce the Decree of tlie 27th of Novem- 
ber, attempted to compel the Prelates and 
Parochial Clergy among them to take the 
oath ordained. 

In the Sitting of the 2d of January, the 
Bifhop of Clermont afcended the tribune 
with the intention of propofing the form of 
an oath qualified with reftridions, which the 
Affembly could not have rejedled without 
evidently betraying a defign to put an end to 
all fpiritual authority. As they did not yet 
dare to avow this plan, the Bilhop of Cler- 
inont was not fufFered to unmalk it. He 
had fcarcely therefore articulated a word, 
when Treilhard, the Advocate, interrupted 
him, and moved that he fliould be^ called 

-' " 2 upon ' 
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upon to declare, in the firft place, whethef 
he meant or not to take the oath pure and 
unqualified. This motion was put to the 
vote and carried, notwithftanding the re- 
monftrances made by the Bifliop, and by 
fcveral Members of the Cotc-Dfxdt. The 
Prcfident then called upon the Bifliop of 
Clermont to declare, whether he meant or 
not to take the oath pure and unqualified ? 
** To fpeak explicitly/* replied he, ** and 
** as becomes my charadler, I declare I do 
** not think that I can cohfcientioufly take''^ — 
He was prevented from finifliing his fentence 
by feveral Members calling for the order of 
the day, which was adopted. 

The oath which the Bifliop of Clermont 
would have taken was conceived in thefe 
terms: 

*' I fwe^r to watch with care over the 
** faithful, whofe condudt has been, or may 
'** i)c, entruiled to me by the Church : to be^ 
*• tme to the Nation, to the Law, and to the 
•* King; and to maintain with all my power,, 
** in all that relates to political order, the 
*•* Conftitution decreed jby the National Af- 
;** fembly, and accepted by th§ King, with 
**^ the ocprefs' exception of thofe matters 

T 4 • *• which 
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** which depend particularly upon the au- 
** thority of the Church.*^ 

The very nyext day this oath was printed^ 
and copies of it were difperfed through the 
capital, under the following title : l^he Civic 
Oath, Jtrojiofed by the Bijhop of Clermont 
on Sunday, the 2d of January 1791, 
adopted by a great number of the mem^ 
her^ of the Clergy, and which the Na- 
tional AJfmibly refufed to hear. In fe- 
veral copies of it even the word pnmovnced 
was fubftituted in the title in the place of 
that of propqfed. 

This edition was denounced on the fame 
day to the Affembly, and produced violent 
debates. The Bifhop of Clermxmt declared 
that in the edition printed from his own 
copy the word was Jiropofed ; that he 
thought himfelf the more entitled to ufe that 
cxpreffion, as he had in iz,&propofed in the 
Affembly to take the oath there printed; and 
that after their refufal to hear him,' he had 
put it upon the table. ** An oath,^* added he, 
** may be required of any pcrfon before his 
f admittance into an office, becaufe he is 
** then at liberty either to accept or refufe it? 
•• but no man in office ought to be called 

** upon 
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•* upon to take a new oath which he thinks 
** repugnant to his confcience. Mine may 
** poffibly deceive me; but according to its 
^* di^tes, I can take no other oath than that 
•* which I have caufed to be printed; and 
*< if that be not accepted, I declare that as I 
** have neither refigned, nor wifh to refign, 
**^ I fhall not confider myfelf as deprived^** 

Barnave obfcrved that it was inconfiftent 
with the dignity of the Affembly to enter 
into this difcuffion?" and moved that they 
ihould fimply declare to fuch of their Mem- 
bers as were ecclefiaftical public Fun<Slion* 
aries that the time which was granted them 
for taking the oath would expire at one 
o'clock on the next day, 

M. de Cazales urged in vain all that wif- 
dom ?md juftice could didlate againft the pro- 
pofition; the adjournment which he pro- 
pofed was rejfedted, and Bamave^s motion 
adopted. 

Every revolutionary fcheme, all the means 
of terror had been employed to infure the 
fuccefs of the Sitting of the 4th of January. 
The Decree of the 27th of November had 
been altered; and a forged fentence intro- 
duced into the preamble, which declared 
thofe Eedcfiaftics who Would not take the 

appointed 
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appointed oath difturbers of the public tran- 
quillity. This Decree, thu$ f^lfified, was 
ftuck up at every quarter of the town by 
order of the Municipality early on Sunday 
morning, the 2d of January, It was read 
by the workm^i) of the Fauxbourgs, and by 
thofe who had nothing to do.on that day, and 
had been difcuffed in every public-houfc : 
the mob-orators treated the fubjeft according 
to their ftyle at the Palais-Royal, and with- 
out difficuhy convinced their numerous hear- 
ers how important it wa3 to fupport the ex- 
ecution of it. 

On. the 4th of January, at the commence* 
ment of the Sitting, a tumultuous and threat- 
ening mob filled the galleries, knd crouded 
all th? avenues to the Hall. In the interval 
previous to the rime fixed by the Decree 
that had been pafled the day before, the 
Afifembly rcfumed the debate upon which 
they had entered refpe(5ting the organizai- 
tion of jurys in the courts of juftice, and 

it Jafted till two ci^clock. The Abbe Grc^ 

* 

goiror who had lindertafcen to convince and 
quiet tlae confciences of the Clergy, then 
amended the tribune, and in th? m*^ canting 
tone advanced fome affertions which would 
in h6t have obviated fevcral fcruplcs, if the 

AflTembly^ 
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AflTembly, after warmly applauding them^ 
had not refufed to avow them formally by a 
Decree. " It is only neceflary/' faid he, ** to 
** underftaml one anothev; we all think 
«• ahke. It is certain that the Aflembly 
** never intended to encroach on fpiritual 
** affairs. It is certain that thefe are out of 
^^ their province ; nobody will contradict this 
" aflertion. The AflTembly have formally 
** declared the principle, they hafve ever ac- 
** knowledged it, they have ever applauded 
•* thofe who have profeflTed it^ They do not 
** judge men's confciences, or even require 
** an inward aflfent j all they mean is^ that 
** w^e fhould fwear obedience and fidelity to 
** the law. My opinion therefore is, that 
•' the oath required need not alarm our con- 
•* fciences. Bound as I am by a fraternal 
** union to my brethren the.Priefts, and by 
*' a moft inviolable refpecft to our venerable 
'\ fuperiors the Bifhops, I beg that they will 
** accept my explanation, and if I knew any 
^* mode more fraternal or more refped:ful of 
*V inviting them to admit it, I would make 
^* Ufe of it.** 

Mirdbeau, who had declared on the 22d 
6i Dieceniber, that he fhould abfent himfelf a 
IndnMi from the AflTembly, neverthelefs ap- 
peared 
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peared at this Sitting, and obfcrved that the 
dodtrine laid down by the Abbe Gregmre 
'required to be expreffed more clearly and 
limply ; that the Aflembly had no right to 
force any perfon to take an oath ; that their 
powers were limited to declaring the refufal 
of an oath incompatible with particular func- 
tions, and to confidering fuch a refufal as a 
refignation. He then inveighed in the moft 
forcible manner againft the unconftitutional 
and atrocious advertifement, which declared 
the Ecclefiaftics who would not take the oath 
difturbers of the public tranquillity. ** The 
•* Aflembly/* f^id he, ** never did, and 
•* never can permit fuch an advertifement.— 
•' Thofe only are guilty, and difturbers of 
** public tranquillity, who, having fwora 
•* fubmiffionto the law, do not obey it i or 
** who, refufing to take the oath, perfift in 
•* the exercife of their functions. It is by 
^* a ftrange miftake, then, that thefe papers 
•* fhould have been ftuck up. The juftice 
•• of the country Ihould fee reparation 
*^ made/' 

M. Bailly^ the chief of the Municipality, 
againft whom thefe reproaches were levelled, 
anfwered, that being equally ftruck with the 
miftake, he had fent to the Keeper of the 

Seals 
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Seals t(^ afk an explanation of it; who 
thought that it had been committed in the 
office to which the Decrees are referred, and 
ivho had been extremely hurt at it; that the 
Minifter had immediately correded the copy 
of the Decree ; that a lecond impreflion had 
been ftruck off, and was already paftcd every 
where over the former 

This explanation, however, did not pre- 
vent M. Malouet from infifting ftrongly on 
the neceffity of difcovering and punifhing 
the authors of fo ferious a piece of treachery. 

Bamave, impatient to fee the Decree 
which he had urged the day before exe- 
cuted, did not oppofe any of his arguments ; 
T)ut moved that before the difcuffion of any 
other fubjeiSwas entered upon, the Prefident 
ihould call upon the Ecclefiaftical Fun<^iona- 
ties, who held a feat in the Aflembly, to 
take the oath conformably to the Decree; and 
that he fhould afterwards wait upon the 
King, to pray his Majefty to order eledtions, 
according to the forms of the Conftitution, 
for filling up the Biflioprics and benefices 
vacant on default of taking the oath. 

This motion was followed by debates on 
the queftion, whether the explanation given 
by the Abb6 Gregoire fhould be inferted or 

not 
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not on the Journals ? as had been propofed 
by Camus^ who afterwards withdraw his 
motion. The Abbe Maury aod M.JDe- 
jprefrrunil repeatedly dcfircd to f peak, but 
they were conftairtly refiifcd. All the amend- 
ments were rejected, . and Barnaue^i motion 
decreed. The Prefidait in confcquencc a<fted 
as the Decree prefcribed ; and informed the 
Ecclefiaftical Members that they were held 
bound to anfwer to the call of names which 
wa$ going to be made. 

The dead filence that followed, and which 
lafted for fome minutes, was interrupted by 
the bowlings of the brigands who furround- 
cd the Hall. The cries of — To the lantern / 
Away with the Nonjurors, to the lantern f 
were diftinftly heard. The Members of tlie 
Cote-Droit^ tranfported with iudignaticm, 
called upon the Prefident to put an end to 
this tumult. He had already given orders to 
that effedl, and M. Bailly^ it was faid, had 
gone to enforce them with the gentle influ- 
ence of his popularity. But the influence of 
the Mayor was not more efficacious than the 
authority of the Prefident, and it was amkift 
the fanguinary clamours of the populace that 
the call- of names began ; the Ecclefiaftical 
Members, who had not as yet taken the oath, 

being 
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being addrcffed alphabetically, The Biftiop 
of Agerl was named the ifirft, and defired fo 
fpeak. ** No fpeaking," cried out (everil 
Members of the Cbte-Gauche ; ** will yoa 
** take the oath or not ?" This violent fum- 
mons being fupported but of doors by re- 
doubled vociferations, fevcral Members of 
the Cot€^Droit again remonftrated to the 
Prefident : fome of them declared that the 
Affembly were not free, and protefted in the 
name of their conftituents. The Bifhop of 
Agen at length obtained a hearing. This 
was the firft time that he had fpoken in this 
Affembly, and his words will be immortal. 
•* I feel no regret,** faid he, *^ for the lofs 
** of tny preferment ; I feel no regret for my 
•* forfune, but I fliould regret the lofs of 
** your efteem, which I am determined to 
•* deferve. I beg you then to believe that I 
** feel great pain at not being able to takeJ the 
«« oath you require." 

This declaration, as bold as it was edify- 
ing, was received with repeated applau fes by 
the Members of the Cote-Droit^ but heard 
wit'h rage by thofe of the Cot Cr Gauche.- 

The perfonnext called, after theBilhop of 
Agen, was a Parifti' Prieft of his dibcefe, M. 
FourniSf of Puymarin. *' I will anfwer 

* ' ** you,*' 
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•* you,** faid he, ** with the fimpUcity of the 
" primitive Chriftians, to which you wi(h 
•* to bring us back, that I glory in following 
** my Bilhop, as Saint Laurence did his 
«* paftor/* 

M. Le Clerc, a clergyman of the Diocefc 
af Cambray, being the third called upon, 
had fcarcely pronounced the words—*' I am 
•* a member of the Apoftolical Catholic 
** Church,'* than he was interrupted by the 
moft violent murmurs. ** The fummons to 
•* take the oath,'* obferved Roederer^ **ad- 
•* mits no other anfwer than that of taking, 
" or of refufing to take it.** This obferva- 
tion being fupportcd with violence by the 
Members of the Cote -Gauche ^ the Pre- 
iident declared that conformably to the De- 
cree the Ecclefiafiics, as they were called 
upon, (hould anfwer fimply, ** I f wear,** or 
" I refufe.** '* This,** exclaimed M.de 
Foucault, *• is tyranny indeed: the very Em- 
** perors who perfecuted the martyrs fufFered 
** them to pronounce the name of God, and 
** to utter the teftimonics of their fidelity to 
** Religion.** 

It was but too probable that the fury of 
the Jacobins, thus defeated in their attempt,. 
\Vould proceed to the greateft exceffes, and 

that 
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that the lift of this call of names would be- 
come a real lift of profcription. This appre- 
henfion fuggefted the following motion to M. 
de Bonnai : ** I have not the honour/* faid he, 
** of being an Ecclefiaftic, but ftill L think 
** it my duty to obferVe that this call, which 
** is begun, his not been decreed by the 
*\ AJhmbly^ and that this mode, fo unneceA 
** farily adopted by the Prefident, tnay be at-^ 
** tended with the moft ferious confequences. 
** You know that a forgery has been com^ 
*' mitted^n the proclamation of the Decree; 
** and you. have been told that this miftake 
*' was correfted : it was however too late, 
** and not completely done, t have this very 
** day feen fimilar proclamations ftuck up, 
** that have excited fevere cenfures in thfe 
** minds of the ill-difpofed, which Would 
•* expofe the Clergy who do not take the 
** oath to the moft imminent danger, if their 
** names were made known to the multitude. 
** Several oaths have been individually taken, 
^* and the names of the Ecclefiaftics who 
•^ confented to it have been entered on the 
** Journals. It only then remains to fum- 
*• mon colle<5lively to the tribune all public 
* * Ecclefiaftical Fundtionaries , who are Mem* 
** bers of the Affembly. This mode will 
Vol. III. U '• not 



•* not be attended with the danger of the 
*' call of name?. The name? of thofe wher 
•* (hall take the oath may be inferted on the 
•* Journals, %x\d they whofe naines flaall not 
** be foupd there may be confidercd as ineur- 
** ring deprivation/* 

The Members of the Cote-Qauche did 
not oppofe this motion. They faw that al- 
though its obje^ was to prevent horrible 
maff^crcs, its eflfe(5l would be to render the 
triumph of religion kfs folemn, and the de^ 
feat of the Jacobins lefs humUiating, The 
Frefident, therefore^ perfifted no longer in 
the call of name?, |)ut siddrefllng the public 
Ecclej(iaili^al funftion^ri^s, he c?ll?d upon 
them cojleftiyely to afcend the tribune. A 
Curate, of the nanie of LandriHf was the 
only on? who dared tp t?ike the qath con- 
foirmably tathe Pecree. Two more offered 
to talce it with the reftri^ipns propgied by 
the ^iftiop of CUrmfint^ hut were refufed. 
A ^hird decl^fing that h? was res^dy tp fwear 
in confprmity to.the fentiment of the Aflem- 
bly, who had decl^tred they did not mean to 
encroach upon fpifitual concerns, ^he Pre- 
fident anfw?re4 him, that the Afiembly had 
in fa(3: decrce4 that in no circumftances. what^ 
ever did they mean to controul fpiritual af* 
2 fairs ; 
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fairs ; an anfwer which the Members of the 
Cote-^Gauche^ yielding to the firft impulfe, 
applauded, not fufpcdling the advantage 
which M. de Cazales would draw from it. 
•' It is the duty of the Prefidcnt/' faid he» 
** to fpeak the will of the Affembly : I afk 
^* if that be really its will, and I move that 
<* they declare it pofitively,** The Prefident 
iembarraffed, made no reply, and there was 
a dead filence for a quarter of an hour. M. 
de CazaUs repeated his motion, but it was 
rejeded by (houts of, *• To the Order of the 
•• Day 1 to the Order of the Day !" Thefc 
fhouts were an appeal to religious Heroifm, 
and the Bifliop of Poitiers afcended the tri- 
bune: "Gentlemen,*' faid he, ** I am fe-i 
•* venty years old, and have pafTed thirty- 
•* five in the Epifcopacy, in which I have 
*• done my beft to difcharge my duty. . 
** Weighed down as I now am with years 
•* and infirmities, I will not diflionour my 
•* old age. I cannot take an oath againft 
•• my confciencc'*—— ** Say yes, or no/* 
cried the demoniacs of the Cote-Gauche. 
** I prefer living in poverty, and will take 
** my fatcr in the fpirit of penitence.** 

The animated applaufes, and the no lefs 
honourable murmurs which this declaration 

U 2 excited, 
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excited, were followed by an interval of 
filence of which M. de Cazales took advan- 
tage to requeft again that the Aflembly would 
declare formally by a Decree, either that it 
. was not their intention to controul fpiritual 
affairs, or that they would adopt the re- 
ftri(5tion propofed by the Bifhop of Cler* 
monty which tended exadly to the fame end, 

Miraheau obferved, that the qaeftfon con- 
cerning fpirituality had no obje<5l, and in no 
refpe(5l obviated the difficulty, which entirely 
confifted in determining what the diffenting 
Members csihd fpiritual, and what the Af- 
fembly called temporaL M. de CazalH 
perfifted, but without fuccefs. The Abbe 
Mawy afcended the tribune, but the Affem- 
bly decided that he fliould not be heard. At 
length the Prefident, for the laft time, called 
upon the public Ecclefiaftical Fundionaries 
to take the oath conformably to the Decree. 

The Affembly waited in vain for fome mi- 
nutes the effed: of this definitive call. No 
one prefented himfelf ; no Bilhop, no Prieft 
fpoke, and all heard with a ferenity above 
praife the Decree pronounced which was to 
complete their deprivation. 

It had been fettled by a Decree of the 24th 

of Augufl 1790, that no perfon could be 

1 eledled 
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elefted to a Bifhopric unlefs he had previoiifly 
difcharged, for fifteen years at leaft, the 
fundlions of an Ecclefiaftical Minifter in the 
Diocefes, &c. and that to be eligible to a 
benefice it was alfo neceflary to have ex- 
crcifed the duties of an Ecclefiaftic for a given 
time within the rounds ©f the diftridt. Thje 
execution of this Decree was incompatible 
with the replacing of all the Biftiops of 
France except three *, and many thoufands 
of Parifh Priefls and Curates fuddenly^ and at 
once. But this obftacle was removed by an- 
other Decree of the AiTembly (on the yth of 
January), which ordained, ift, that with re- 
fpedl to the vacancies of Bilhoprics during 
the year 1791, every French Prieft, adtually 
an incumbent, or who had adled in the ca- 
pacity of public Funiftionary for the term of 
five years, fliould be eligible in any of the 
Departments ; 2dly, that with refped to the 
vacancies of parifh churches during the fame 
year, every Frenchman who had been a Prieft 
for the fpace of five years fhould alfo be cli- 

f The Archbifliopof Sens^ the Bifliop of Orleans^ and 
the Bi(hop of Autun. The letter which the Bifhop of 
Autun addrefled to the Clergy of his Diocefe, to engage 
them to follow his example, was publiflied in all the Re- 
yelutionary Journals. — See Appendix, No. xii, 

U3 giblc 
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giblc in all the Departments. The Efcclefi- 
aftical Committee was charged at the fame 
time to prcfcnt to the Aflembly, as foon as 
poflible, a plan of information refpedking the 
civil conftitution of the Clergy, to be fent to 
the DirecSlories of the Departments, with aa 
order to publifli it throughout their jurif- 
di^ion, for the purpofe of inftrudking the 
people, and of preventing the alarms which 
fome men might fpread on the fate of Re- 
ligion, 

M. de Afontlq/ier propofed, with an air 
of pleafantry, that Rahaud de St Etierme 
and Barnave^ both of whom were Pro- 
teilants, fliould be added to the Ecdefiaftical 
Committee, to draw up this plan of infor- 
matiom But foon altering his tone, ** I do 
y not think/* faid he, ** that the Bifhops 
*• can be forced to quit their Sees. If they 
•* are driven from their epifcopal palaces, 
^* they will retire to the huts of the cot- 
•• tagers, who have fed upon their bounty. 
V If golden croffes be taken from them, they 
•* will find wooden croffes ; it was a wooden 
^* one that faved the world/* 

Miraheau, who was the author of this 
Decree^ had alfo drawn up a plan of inflruc^ 
lion, or addrefs, which the Ecdefiaftical 

Committee 
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Committte adopted on his recomttieridation, 
aftd which he read in the Sitting of the 14th 
of January. The reading of it, fonietinies 
ifttertupted by the murmurs of the Cote^ 
Droit, and much oftener by the applaufes 
of the Cote ^Gauche, lafted more than an 
hoilr *• This paper is the more rehiark* 
able, as tb thofe Who wete igndrant of the 
purpofe for which it was compbfed, it exhi^ 
bitfed a Very extraordinary medley of eloquence 
arid quackery, of impiety and hypocrify, of 
iiTi^oftui'e and truth. But when the fittia- 
tion of Mlraheait at that period, his fecret 
views, and the abfolute neceflity he was under 
of acquiring great popularity to attairi his 
dbje<5t, are underftood; when it is known 
that his plan was to draw up this pai^r, fo 
as to produce an effe6t eqiially contrary to 
the expectation of thdfe whofe enthuflafrii it 
was intended to rouze, and to the a^rehen-^ 
fions of thofe whom it was tnearit id irtitatc, 
it will be impoflibl6 to perufe this perform* 
ancfe without finding in it the ability, pro.- 
found art, and fuperior talents of its author. 
It depended on a trifle to have made thfe whole 
.^embly thq dupes of it, and to have caufed 

* Appendix, No, xiii. 

u 4 it 
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it to have been as enthufiaftically adopted by 
them as it had been by the Ecclefi^fticaL 
Committee. In fadt, from the beginning of 
it to the end, it excited the livelieft applaufes 
from the Members of the Cote-Gauche^ 
while it raifed the moft indignant murmurs 
among the Cote-Droit. Camus alone, lefs 
fufceptible of eqthufififm than the other 
Members of his party, felt himfelf fhocked 
at the glaring paflages, and at fome exaggera-r 
tions pufhed perhaps too far. ** It is impof- 
** fible to hear this," he exclaimed with in- 
dignation; ** it contains abominations that 
** cannot coolly be heard : I. move that it b^ 
** adjourned, and fent back to the Ecclefiafr 
'' tical Committee, and that the Sitting 
** fhould now terminate." The effed: which 
this addrefs had upon Camus was a plaip iiv 
dication of that which it would have pro- 
duced through the kingdom upon all the Ca-r 
tbolics fijicerely attached to Religion. ^ 

After a few moments of tumult and agita^ 
tion, Regnaud de St. Jean d'AngeJy ob- 
ferved, in j unification of the Ecclefiaftical 
Committee, ** that it was pollible that fince. 
*' the firft reading of the addrefs before^ 
** them, fome changes might have been 
♦* made in it by the author," Miraheau en- 
raged, 
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mged, replied: ** It is falfe. I declare lir 
•♦ terally that fince its fecond and third read- 
** ing before the Committee, I have not 
** changed a word, not a comma in my ad- 
*^ drefs; and "for my own perfonal juftifica-? 
** tion, I demand that the prefent form of 
*' this addrefs be verified : it muft be known. 
** There is not a line, not an expreffion in it, 
*' for which I am not ready to anfwer with 
*♦ njy life, and with my honour." He then 
laid it upon the table, and it was figned an4 
counter-figned by the fecretaries; but this did 
not prevent the motion of Camus from being 
adopted, fuppofted as it was by all the Mem- 
bers of the Cote-Droit, and by feveral of 
tjiofe of the Cote-Gauche. 

The new addrefs was prefented in the Sit- 
ting of the 21ft of January, in the name of 
the Ecclefiaftical Coihmittee, and of the Com- 
mittees of Alienation, Reports, and Inquiry, 
who bad united for the purpofe of drawing 
it up. The principles difplayed and acknow- 
ledged in k were nearly the fame as thofe 
propofed by the Clergy. *• The reprefenta- 
*' tives of the French people,** it faid, 
** ftrongly attached to the religion of their 
*t forefathers, and to the Catholic Church, 

^* of 
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•* of which the Polie was the vifible hcid 
^* on earth, had placed in the firft rank of 
'* the expences of the State thofe attending 
•* the maintenance of its minifters and of its 
•* worfliip. They had refpedled its tenets 
^* and fecured the perpetuity of its inftruc- 
•* tion. Convinced that its dodirifte and the 
** Catholic faith had their foundation in aii 
•* authority fuperior to that of mart, they 
** ktiew that it was out of their power t6 
*^ reach it, or to controul that authority 
** which was wholly fpiritual 2 they knew 
** that God himfelf had eftabliflicd it, atid, 
* * that he had confided it to the Care of paf* 
•* tors, whofe duty it was to take the charge 
** of fouls, to procure them thofe fuccours 
** which Religion fecure to men, to perpe- 
" tuate the fucceffion of its minifters, and 
•* to enlighten and direA the confcience of 
** theii^ fellow-creatures. But at the fam^ 
•* time that the National Affembly were pe-^ 
** netrated with thefe fublime truths, to 
^* which they paid every homage whenever 
•* they xvcrt mentioned in their Sittings, yet 
•* the Cbnftitution for which the People Jhad 
*^ called, required the promulgation of new 
** laws with refpedt to the civil organiza- 

•^ tion 
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** tion of the Clergy,, and it became necef- 
** fary to fix its exterior relations with the 
'* political order of the State/' 

But , it was not fufficient to write down 
thefe truths, or tp acknowledge that none of 
the objedls which related to the authoriy of 
the Church, were in the cognizance of the 
Affembly; the bufinefs. was to prove that 
the civil conftitution of the Clergy did not 
encroach on the fpiritual power, as every re*- 
fufal to take the oath was founded upon this 
objedlion. The new addrefs ahfwered this 
only With fubtilities and fophifms evidently 
infincere. This was what the Abbe Maury 
never ceafed repeating and demonftrating, 
but he was interrupted at every fcntcnce, and 
an attempt was made to prevent his fpeak- 
ing upbn the pretence that he calumniated 
the Affembly, and that inftead of giving his 
opinion on the addrefs itfelf, he difcuffed the 
civil conftitution of the Clergy. When the 
Abbe Maury attempted to refute thefe ab» 
furdities, a loud beat of drums near the Hall 
reduced him to filence ; the addrefs was then 
put to the vote and adopted. 

In the following Sittings thefe debates 
were renewed, on the meafures propofed by 
the Connrnttees to accelerate the execution of 

tbo 
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the Decrees relative to the taking of the oath, 
and to the replacing of thofe who {hould re- 
fufe it. The warmth and precipitation of the 
Aflembly on this occafion involved them in 
many con traditions, and fometimes reduced 
them to the neceflity of revoking Decrees 
they had paffed only the day before,, and 
which were incompatible with thpfe already 
fan€lioned. For inftance, the Decree of the 
27th of November, fixed the time for .tak- 
ing the oath by the Ecclefiaftics out of the 
kingdom, at two months ; that of the 1 8th 
of December relative to the Public Funiflion- 
aries travelling or employed in foreign coun- 
tries, allowed them but one month to take 
their civic oath, but it made no mention of 
the minifters of divine worfhip, and yet the 
Affembly decreed on the 26th of January, 
that after the expiration of the time granted 
by the decree of the 1 8th of December, the 
proceeding (hould be carried into efFedt for re^ 
placing the public Ecclefiaftical Funftionarie^y 
who fhould not be prefent and refiding ia 
the kingdom, and who fhould not have taken 
their civic bath. 

In this Sitting M. de Cazales infilled with 
more energy than ever on the neceflSty of 
fufpending the execution of the Decree of the 

27t;h 
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27th' of November. He forefaw and ftated 
all its confequences, and the event has but 
too well juftified his predi<5tions. ** Would 
** to Heaven/' faid he, ** that thefe walls 
** could expand and hold every individual of 
** the Nation affembled. The people of 
** France would hear us, they would judge 
** between you and me. I tell you that a 
•* fchifm is preparing; I tell you that the 
** whole body of theBifhops of France, and 
** that the great majority of the inferior 
** Clergy believe that the principles of Reli- 
*' gion forbid them to obey your Decrees^ 
** that this conviftion grows ftronger from 
** contradiction, and that thofe principles 
** are of an order fuperior to your laws ; that 
** expelling the Biftiops from their fees, and 
** the Priefts from their parifhes in order to 
*' overcome this refiftance, is not the way to 
** overcome it ; you will be but at the com- 
** mencement of the courfe of perfecution 
** that opens before you. Do you imagine 
** that the Biftiops expelled from their fees 
** will not excommunicate thofe who fhall 
** be put in their places ?- Do you think 
V that a great part of the faithful will not 
^* remain attached to their former paftors, 
■^i and to the eternal precepts of the Church ? 

Then 
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.** Then comes fchifm; religious difputes 
** commence; then will the people doubt 
** the validity of the facraments, and dread 
** to fee flying from them that fublime Rc- 
** ligion, which taking man up from his 
•* cradle and accompanying him to his 
** grave, offers him the beft confolation in 
•* all the trials of life: then wiH the vic- 
•* tims of the Revolution be multiplied, and 
'* the Kingdom be divided. You will fee 
•* Catholics wandering over the fur face of 
•* the Empire, following their perfecuted 
•* Minifters into caverns and deferts. You 
** will fee them in every part of the King* 
** dom reduced to that ftate of mifcry and 
** perfecution into which the Huguenots 
•* were plunged by the revocation of the 
** Edidl oPNantz. If you would be fenii- 
•* ble of the incalculable evils you will 
•* bring upon your Country, or if you 
*^* wilhed to fhow your affedlion for the 
•* Nation, you would take time, you would 
** wait for the approbation of the Church of 
•* France, The queftion that divides us is 
•* a vile queftion of form and pride*. Why 
** fhould you fear to fay that you have been 
*' miftaken^ when the execution of the civil 
** conflitution of ^he Clergy may- be thlj 

^* con- 
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*♦ confequence of the acknowlcdgeitteht ? 
*♦ Why fliQuld you refufe to give up a De* 
** crce, when you fee that obftinately per- 
** iifting win be your deftrudlion, and that 
** the Church of France has fhown you the 
** error intoi which you have fallen ? From 
•* the niurmurs that rife, I perceive that I 
•' am obliged to declare in my own name, 
** and in that of my colleagues, that we will 
*• not take any part in this determination, that 
'* wfe will never abandon, but ever ackiiow- 
** Jedge for our worthy paftors thofe whom 
*' the Church has acknowledged." 

The Decree of the 26th of January had 
been propofcd the day before, during the 
Evening Sitting, immediately after a Report 
had bcqn made on the oath taken, with re- 
ftrifS^ions by ^ Clergyman. of the diocefe of 
Amiens ; and it was on that occafion that 
Barnave violently denounced a club which 
had juft been formed, under the title of 
Friends of the Monarchical Conftitution. 
Among its founders there were feveral of the 
Members of the Afiembly, and particularly 
thofe, who having vainly attempted to form 
a third party in the Affembly under the title 
oi Independents, had drawn upon themfelves 
the cenfure of the othtr two, and chiefly 

' that 
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that of the Cote^Gauche, againft whofe md- - 
tions they always contended. Of this nuni- 
ber were M. de ClermonUTonnerre anH M. 
Malouet. The title of this new club, thfc 
members who formed it, and the ads of public 
beneficence by which it foon began to rendet 
itfelf popular, greatly alarmed the Jacobins. 
** It is time,** exclaiihed Barnave in his de- 
nunciation, *' it is time to fave the State frotil 
** the calamities to which its enemies would 
**^ deliver it, and from the horrors of a civil 
** war, to which they would certainly con- 
** dudt it. While fome, regretting inripious 
** abufes, fupport their credit with the facred 
** name of Religion, another fe6t is rifing. 
** They arc votaries of the Monarchical 
** Conftitution, and under that -^gis, cun^ 
** ningly contrived, the Fa6tious ate endea*- 
** vouring to divide us, and to draw the 
^* citizens into their fnares by giving therti 
poifoned bread. The moment is not yet 
** ripe for opening to you the fchemes of 
** this artful, perfidious, and fadtious aflbci* . 
** ation J but no doubt the Magiftrates ap- 
** pointed to watch over the public tranquil- 
*^ lity have taken proper precautions on the 
** occafion; no doubt the Committee of In- 
** quiry will foon lay an information before 

'' the^ 
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** the Affembly of thefe anti-revolutionary 
** proceedings ; of thefe diftributions of 
** bread at half price, deftined to fpread con- 
** fufion among the People : no doubt they 
^* will denounce by narpe thofe who are not 
*' afraid to fliew themfelves the heads of 
'* this Fad:ion ; but I thought it my duty 
** to mention thefe circumftances to you, 
*' becaufe it appeared evident to me that 
'* fuch audacity, fuch barefaced manoeuvres 
** in the face of the Revolution, and in a 
*' City which always defended it and ever 
** will defend it, had a fupport and relied 
** their hopes on the commotions and refift- 
* ' ance intended to be produced by means of 
** the Clergy's refufing to take the oath/* 

He thought, that in order to diminifli the 
number of thofe who might rcfufe, it would 
be proper to begin, not with rigour againft 
the inferior Clergy whofe intereft attached 
them to the new order of things, but with 
the deprivation of all the Bifhops from one 
end of the Kingdom to the other, and thofe 
who were member^ of the Aflembly (hould be 
held to be already fuperfeded. Thefe declama- 
tions which were applauded with rapture by the 
Members of the Cote-Gauche ^ (hocked thofe 
of the Cote-Droit. In the midft of the tumult 

Vol, III. X occaiioned 
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occaiioncd by the conflidl of applaufes and 
murmurs, M, Malouet feveral times attempted 
to refute the charges brought againft the club 
of the Friends of theMonarchical Conftitution* 
He ipfifled that Barnave fhould lay his de- 
nunciation upon the table, that the Affembljr 
fhould appoint a Court for the trial of the 
accufed, and he denounced the club of 
the Jacobins and their manoeuvres as the 
caufe of all diforder; but he could obtain 
no attention, and was interrupted at every 
word by the clamours of the Cote-Gauche, 
and by the vociferations of the galleries. 
The tumult became fo violent, that the Prefi- 
dent^ to ftop it, put the Decree propofed rela- 
tive to the affair at Amiens to the vote, and 
broke up the Sitting. 

With refpcift to the Decree of the 26th of 
January, as it regarded the public Ecclefi- 
aftical Fundionaries abfent from the King- 
dom, it was repealed the next day ; and that 
of the 27th of November, which granted a 
delay of two months for taking the oath^ 
was adhered to. Mirabeau even propofed 
to include in this arrangement all the pub- 
lic Ecclefiaftical Fundlionaries, whether pre- 
fent or abfent. " An arrangement," faid he, 
*^ that will be both prudent and mild ; for 
3 ** mild 
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^ mild it will be to treat the public flinc- 
" tionaries who ^continue refradtory ^to the 
*' Law, as if they were abfent/* 

The denunciation of the club of the 
Friends of the Monarchical Conftitution was 
only a manifefto of the Jacobins. 1 hey al- 
lowed only an interval of (ix-and-thirty hours 
between this declaration of war and the com- 
mencement of hoftilities. On the 27th of 
January, the houfe of Af. de ClermonUTon* 
nerre was befet by the People, This fedi- 
fious riot was. denounced to the Affembly by 
M. Malouet ; who, not without many ur- 
gent entreaties, prevailed upon the Prefident 
to fend immediate advice of it to the Muni- 
cipality, M. Bailly repaired to the fpot, 
and by his prefence and exhortations, and 
particularly by the afliftance of a detachment 
of the National Guard, faved M. de Cler^ 
mont'Tonnerre^s houfe from being plun- 
dered, and perhaps from being burnt. M. 
de Olsrmont arrived himfelf before the 
crowd Was difperfed, and as foon as he was 
perceived ten or twelve voices cried out To 
the lantern! Happily however for him 
this cry was not fupported by the majority, 
which was owing to the afTurances given by 
M^ J^ailly of the purity of the intentions of 

X 2 the 
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the club of the Friends of the Monarchical 
Conftitution *. 

This petty war againft clubs or aflbcia- 
tiohs of Royalifts, requiring only fome popu- 
lar mobs, and ending in the pillage or bum- 
inff of fome houfes, and from time to tiihc 
in the affaflination of an Ariftocrat, was no 
doubt unworthy the attention of the Na- 
tional Reprefentation ; therefore this por- 
tion of the revolutionary department was 
entirely left to the Jacobins. An objeA of 
greater importance at that time occupied 
the Aflembly. Alarms had been fpread and 
became almoft general refpedting the fafety 
of the State from abroad. They were oc- 
cafioned by the uneafinefs exprefled by feve- 
ral of the powers of Europe, the prepara- 
tions which they feemed to be making, the 
perfevering remonftrances of the Members 
of the German Empire who had poflef- 
fions in Alface, and by the movements of 
the French Emigrants. The Military and 
Diplomatic Committees, and Committee of 
Inquiry, who were charged to examine and 
propofe meafures beft adapted to remove the 

* On the 28th of March following the People went 
in a crowd to the Monarchical Club*, and difperfed its 
members by pelting them with -({ones* 

fears 



Ian. 1791.3 FRENCH; REVOLUTION. 309 

fears of the Nation, and to put the frontiers 
of the Kingdom in the moft refpe<flablc 
ftate of defence, prefented the refult of their 
labours in the Sitting of the 28th of January. 
It was divided into two parts. "The one re- 
lated to military meafures, and was the ob- 
ject: of a report made by Alexander de 
Lameth : the other treated of political or 
diplomatic meafures, which Mirabeau dif- 
played in a very remarkable report. He ex- 
amined and difcuffed the means and the 
fituation of the different Powers of Europe : 
all of them, according to him, both wanted 
and defired peace. ** If the progrefs of our 
** Revolution/* faid he, *' make our neigh- 
** hours uneafy, their fear is itfelf a pledge 
*' that thejr will not attempt to difturb us 
*^ by dangerous provocations* Are you 
** frightened at a few French Refugees and 
** fome foldiers fecrefly enrolled ? But has 
** not the hatred of fuch enemies exhaled 
*' till now in empty menaces ? Where arc 
** their allies ? What great Nation will ef- 
*' poufe their caufe, will furnifh them with 
*^ arms and fubfidies, will lavifli upon them 
^* the produce of its taxes and the blood of 
** its citizens ? Is it England ? What have 
** we to hope or to fear from the Englifh 
X 3 '' Miniftryl 
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** Miniftry ? To eftablifti from this mo-^ 
** ment grand foundations of an unalterable 
•• amity between their Nation and ours 
♦' would be an adt 'of virtuous and rare 
^* policy: to wait events, to take meafures 
** for adling a part, and perhaps for agitat- 
^* ing Europe rather than be idle, would be 
^* the bufinefs of mean politicians. Will 
^' the Englifti Miniftry, having the choice. 
^* of thefe two courfes, choofe that which 
^\ will produce good without any noife, or 
^* that which will be attended with noife 
^* and mifchief ? Perhaps the Factious, 
*^ who are' waiting for fome chances to exe- 
• ^* cute, under the fpecious names of hiherty 
** and Patriotijm^ projedls which are un- 
^* known to us, hope to find them in a great 
f* popular agitation; but thi$ ftruggle 'of 
f* intrigue and ambition againft a generous 
•* and credulous patriotifm is undoubtedly 
f* alfo a war, &c. &c/* 

The military meafures propofed by the 
Committees confifted in completing aU the 
yegiments, in forming a war ellablifhment of 
the National Guards, and an auxiliary army 
of one hundred thoufand men, to be en- 
gaged for three years, on condition of joining 
i^he regiments for which they fhot^ld be en^ 

folle^ 
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rolled tlie moment they were called upon; 
and of thefe regiments thirty of foot and 
twenty of horfe fliould be ftationed through- 
put the frontiers on the fide of Germany and 
Savoy *. 

** Our diplomatic meafures/' cried Mira^ 
heau, *^ require that we henceforth employ 
** for our external relations only fuch men 
'•^ as may not expofe the French power by 
** their doubts of our fuccefs ; fuch as are 
** not total ftrangers to the new language, of 
** which they ought to be the organs ; and 
** not men who, whether from their igno^ 
** ranee of the regeneration of their country^ 
** or that their ancient prejudices are ftrug- 
*' gling againft their duty, or that an invete- 
*« rate habit of ferving defpotifm will not 
-** allow them to rife to the elevation of a 
** fyftem of liberty^ may be the mere agents 

* The AfTembly was at this time occupied with the 
organization of the Navy. The ftate of the naval 
forces of France, publiihed in the month of January 
1791, was as follows : 84 (hips of the line, 10 of which 
were upon the flocks ; 68 frigates, of which 6 were 
upon the flocks ; 29 corvettes, 22 brigs, 14 pinks, and 
16 lighters. The number of thefe veflfcls armed and 
ready to put to fea amounted to 21 ftiips of the line, 
28 frigates, 8 rorvettes, 11 brigs, 5 piiiks^ and 2 
lighters. 

X 4 " o£ 
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** of the Miniftry, or the confidents of 
^* ariftocracy, inflead of the reprefentatives 
•* of afpirited Nation.-' 

Thefe two reports, and particularly th^t 
of Miraheau, were loudly and repeatedly 
applauded, and the Decrees propofed by the 
Committees were adopted without debate. 
. The in^portant part which Mirdbeau 
a^ed in the Aflembly, by his talents and his 
popularity, was not fufficient for his vanity. 
^* It is not enough,** faid he, ** when one 
^* flarts in a courfe to be rpmarked in the 
^* crowd; a man Ihould be confpicuous in 
^* the fprempft ranks, and obtain all that it 
** is poflible to obtain.'* He therefore 
wifhed to be appointed Prefident of the Af- 
fembly; and the more at this period, as 
whatever could make the flighted addition 
^o his credit and confideration appeared to 
him ufeful to the plan which he was medi- 
tating. His wiflies were gratified on the 
29th of January, when the Prefident an- 
nounced that there appeared in the ballot for 
the nomination of his fucceflbr, a depide4 
piajprity in favour of Miraheau. 

In the firft Sitting at which he prefided it 
>vas propofed, that the decree paffed upon his 
report Ihould be enforced againft the Cardie 

nal 
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pal de Bernis, the Ambaflador at Rome, 
who had fent his oath with reftriiSions. The 
Affembly, however, were unwilling to give 
this retrofpe<ftive efFedt to Decrees of which 
the Cardinal could not have been informed, 
and contented themfelves with fending b?ick 
this oath, as infufficient, to the Minifter for 
Foreign Affairs. In the number of the 
oaths taken without reftridlion, and which 
the revolutionary journalifts were eager to 
publifti, I (hall confine myfelf to mentioning 
as one of the moft fcandalous, that of the 
principal profeflbrs and mafters of the Unir 
yerfity of Paris, 

They were not contented with fimply talk- 
ing the oath; they wifhed to give to this 
difgraceful a€bion, to which they had fub- 
mitted from the fordid motive of preferving 
their places, the fame notoriety which all the 
Bifhops and }:houfands of virtuous Clergy- 
men had given to the courageous, the heroic 
refufal, by which they made a facrifice of 
their rank and fortune to Religion and their 
confcience. This corrupt Univerfity ap- 
peared without blufliing at the bar of the 
Affembly, where their Redor, DumouiheU 
delivered the moft difgufting fpeech in fa- 
vour of all fhe Decrees, and particularly of 

that 
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that which related to the Civil Ccmftitution 
of the Clergy. ** We acknowledge/* faid 
this apoftate, or rather old dotard ; " that far 
** from being the flighteft infringement upon 
•• the holy Religion which we all profefs^ 
•• this wife Decree eftabliflies it in its pri* 
•* mitive purity, renders it more auguft and 
•• venerable even in the eyes of its enemies, 
*• and more conformable to the fpirit of the 
** Gofpel and to the precepts of its divine 
** Author. We thought that it was not 
•* enough to confine thefe fentimertts to our 
** own bofoms, but that it was our duty*, as 
*\ inftrudtors of the French youth, to de- 
clare them in this open and formal man- 
ner, in order to give our pupils an cx- 
** ample of refpe<S and of obedience/* 

By this difgraceful condudt they loft 
many pupils ; but they preferved their places, 
and that was thr ir grand objed. 



4i 



CHAP- 



Jak. 179^^0 FRBHCH BEVOLUTIONf 315 



CHAPTER XXXVI, 



Mirdbeau on good Terms with the Court 
-^^His Plan is approved by the King-^ 
The Means of executing it difcuffed 
with M. de Montmorin and M. Malouet 
— M. Malouefs Opinion — Miraheau has 

Jecret Interviews with the King and 
Queen--^ Important Myjieries difclqfed 
hy him to their Majejties and M. de 
Montmorin — Origin of the Syjiem of 
Terror — The Duke delaRochefoucault; 
his Character — Miraheau difplays the 
greateji Talents in the Office of Pre* 

Jident — Great uneqjinefs occajioned hy 
the Departure of Mefdames *, the King's 
Aunts — Motion concerning the Duties 

m 

* Mesdames is an appellation appropriated to the 
lying's aunts, when mentioned collectively. 

0/ 
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of- the reigning Family — -Movement 
among the Royalijis in the Department 
of the Gard — J Letter of the Bi/hop of 
Uzes denounced to the Affenibly — A Re- 
port fpread that Monjieur and Ma-' ' 
dame intend to quit Paris — Riot — The 
King's Aunts being arrejied at Arnay- 
le-DuCy write to the Pre/ident — Mira-^ 
beau maintains that there is no Law 
againjt their Journey, and caufes the 
Affair to be referred to the Executive 
Power — The People irritated go in a 
Croud to the Tuileries- — Confecration of 
two Confiitutional Bijhops. 

XTERE opens one of the moft intercfting 
periods of the Revolution, ^d I may aifo 
fay one of the leafl: known ; for very few 
were admitted into the fecret of its moft 
important circumftances ; and the fufpici- 
ons, the vague conjedures, the calumnies 
of ignorance, or of malignity, have only 
thickened the veil which ftill covers them, 
and which it is time to draw afide. It is a 
duty, impofed upon me by the interefts of 
truth, and of the memory of Louis XVL 
who is accufed by the Regicides of having 
corrupted MirdbeaUy and purchafed from 

him 
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him a plan of counter-revolution. I fliall 
now then relate what I know, and what I 
can affirm, having received the moft circum- 
ftantial information on the fubjedl from M. 
de Montmorin; nor do I fear that what I 
affert will be-contradided by the four or five 
witneffes ftill remaining out of the fmall 
number of thofe who were acquainted with 
thefadts* . 

I dined at M. de Montmorin^s on Saturday 
the 22d of January 1791, and remained there 
till nine o'clock in the evening. On opening the 
door of the hall to go home, I faw Mirabeaii 
going out of the Minifter's cabinet, and im- 
mediately fl:opped, not only to let him pafsp 
but to try to difcover what waS the objeft of 
fo extraordinary a vifit. I went to M. deMont^ 
morin: ** What," faid I to him, ** do you 
^* alfo receive that man !*' — ** Yes, indeed; 
** and I believe that you would receive him 
** too, if the King had given you orders/*^ — ' 
•* The King has ordered you to receive Mi^ 
** rabeauP' — ** He has, and I haveabeady 
•* feen him feveral times. ''•^" This is fome' 
*• new fnare." — ^' No, quite the Contrary .**' 

♦ I am only permitted to mention the Arch^i&ap oP 
Aixy the Baron de Cilh'ers, and M. Makuet^ ^ *- 

** —But 
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** —But can you put any confidence in fuch 
'• a villain ?'' — ** Villain! .... He is not 
•* perhaps fo great a one as you believe hina 
*« to be."' — ** How! after that abominable 
•• addrefs which he propofed laft week on 
** the civil conftitution of the Clergy!** — 
•* Yes,' even after that: and how aftoniflied 
•* would you be were I to tell you that that 
** addrefs, which gives you fomuch offence, 
** was calculated to produce a very important 
** efFecft, and that it is very unlucky it was 
•* not adopted ?*'—** I fhould be fo aftonilh- 
*• ed that I fhould not be able to believe it/ 
•^ -—Yet you would be wrong, for nothing 
** is truer. Do you not know then that fince 
" the month of June laft, Mirabeau has at- 
•* tached himfelf to the King, that he went 
*• more thin 6nce to St. Cloud while the 
** Royal Family were there, and that he has 
** had fome fecrct conferences with his Ma- 
•* jejly ? He fuddeiily broke them off when 
*• the Judges of the Chatelet refumed the 
" proceedings on the*, crimes -of the 6th of 
** Oftobcr, and came tothe Aflembly to pro- 
'• ^po&OL Decree of ace iifation againfi hiip. 
^* He imagined this to be a ftroke of envy 
•^ and fiialicte levelled at 1 \iniby La Fayette, 
f^ on being informed of ihis interviews with 
:, ^ -. " ^< the 
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** the King, and he believed that their Ma- 
** jefties, intimidated by the Generars me- 
*' naces, or feduced by his promifes, had beeft 
'* parties in the plot^ or at lead confented to 
•* it; He was afterwards pofitively affured 
** th;at the King and Qyeen, far from taking 
** any part in the matter, had not the flight- 
•* eft knowledge of it, and ht defired to re- 
V ne?^ the negotiation of .the month of June. 
** Things are already in a good train/' — ^^ I 
** know not a word of this : but after all, to 
'* what d6es it tend ? Has Mirabeau fur- 
•* nifhed a plan ?**' — ^'^ I cannot anfwer that 
** queftion for fome days* I fhould not 
** evtn have faid fp much to-day if I was 
** not fo well aflured of your difcretion/* « 

In fadt, it was not till towards the end of 
the month of February that I was informed 
by M.de Montmorin of the following par- 
ticulars* 

Count L. an intimate friend of Mirabeau\ 
had often fpoken of him to the King and 
Queen as of a man eafy to be brought back 
to monarchichal principles, provided that 
thofe of Public Liberty were not endangered. 
This was always made by him the effcntial 
condition of his converfion, or rather chkngc 
of conduft ; for fince the ranks ^ dignities and 

powers. 
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powers, which had been the objedts of his 
ambition or of his envy, were annihilated, 
Miraheau had ceafed to be a Democrat. His 
democracy, like that of many others, confift- 
cd in lowering to his own level thofe who 
were above him, but not in raifing to it thofe 
who were 1:*£low him. He wifhed a Mo- 
narchy, and had he been made the Minifter 
of one, he would foon have rendered it de- 
fpotic. Be that as it may, their Majefties 
convinced that the talents, popularity, and 
energy of Miraheau might fave the State if 
he were willing to devote himfelf fincerely 
to it, charged the Count de L. to found his 
real inclinations, which were found to be as 
favourable as could be defired. Mirabeaii 
recolledtcd the conference which he had had 
with M.Malouet in the month of May 17891 
and threw upon the refufal of his firft offers 
the blame of all the mifcondudl for which he 
was condemned, and which, he faid, had led 
him much farther than he wifhed. He wrote 
a very eloquent and circumftantial letter to 
the King, in which he franjkly confefled his 
errors, but without acknowledging his crimes. 
He fpoke of new dangers, expatiated on the 
oeceffity of preventing them, and offered to 
point out the means.. ** But above all,** faid 

he 
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he in this letter, *• fecure the true rights of 
*' the Nation, efpecially its liberty, and you 
" will not want zealous fervants to defend 
the interefts of your Crown, and thofe .of 
your facred perfon. From this inftant I 
thoroughly deVotemyfelf toyour Majefty*s 
** fervice; but I entreat you never to judge 
^* of my fentiments or intentions by the oipi^ 
*^* nions of the moment, which I fliall often 
*• be obliged to fupport in order to preferve a 
•• popularity, of which I ought to be care- 
«' ful for the intereft of the King, and which 
*M am anjcious to render ferviceable to him 
** alone. The fame motive may alfo fome- 
tinies compel me to oppofe your defires, 
but I befeech your Majefty to deign to 
confide in my fidelity ; it is not to be 
(haken, and I dare promife you that in one 
** year from this time the Royal Authority 
** fhall be firmly re-eftablifhed on its true 
** bafis, and to fuch a degree, as (hall en- 
** able the King always to do freely the 
'** good his heart defires/* 

The King and Queen were very well fatis- 
fied with this letter, and charged M. fie 
Montmorin to confer with Mirdbeau con- 
cerning his plans, and to aflure him that his 
Majefty not only would never retradl the en- 
VoL. III. Y gagements 
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gagcmcnts which he had entered into, or the 
principles which he had avowed at the open- 
ing of the States-Genera] ; but that it had 
even always been his deiire that the wiflies 
expreffed in the majority of the inftnidtions 
to the Deputies fliould ferve as the bafis to 
the Conftitution; and that his opinion was, 
,that all that exceeded that meafure was ftill 
more prejudicial to the people than to the 
Royal Authority. 

Thefe affurances, entirely conformable to 
the ideas of Miraheau, and as pofitive as he 
could wifli, were inferted in a letter which 
the King wrote to M. de Montmorin^ and 
which he authorifed him to communicate ta 
Miraheau. 

** This letter is perfedly fufficient/Vfaid 
he, after having read it : — '* With {o formal 
•* a pledge of the King's intentions, we may 
** hope to put an end to the Revolution. Be- 
" lieve me. Sir, and prly inform their Ma- 
** jefties that I will henceforth employ all 
•* my influence, and all the means in my 
•* power for that purpofe." 

This converfation took place in the latter 
end of January 1791. It was at that period 
that Miraheau compofed the famous memo- 
rial, which was fo much talked of, without 

being 
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being known ; for it was fcen oy few, and 
of thofc ^he three to whom. I have referred 
are perhaps the only ones now living. 

The firft part of this memorial was a ftale- 
ment of the caufes of the Revolution, and of 
the incidents which had given it an atrocious 
charadler, Miraheau fpoke with indigna- 
tion of the compofition of the Aflembly, of 
the faftions which divided the popular party, 
and of the faults of all the parties. He unveil- 
ed the projects of the Jacobins, their tendency 
to republicanifm, to the annihilation of Re- 
ligion and all focial inftitutions, and to the 
fubverfion of all property ; and he declared 
that from the firft the want of addrefs and 
inconfiderate refiftance of the Ariftocracy 
having entirely difcredited the moderate men 
of that party, and confolidated the enormous 
^owerof the popular one, he had found it 
abfolutely neceflary to join the l?ttter, in order 
hereafter to do fome good, and in the mean 
time to prevent much mifchief ; and that to 
keep up his credit with this party, he had 
often been forced to yield to exaggerations, 
and even to extravagancies. In this manner did 
he juftify the part which he had aded during 
the two firft years. 

His means were, ift, The diflblution of 
Y <K the 
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the National Affcmbljr, and the calling a new 
one at the rcqueft of the Provinces upon other 
grounds, and principally upon that of pro-^ 
pcrty. s 

2cilyv A plan of Conftitution, drawn up 
according to the wifti of the majority of the 
inftru6lions, and fandlioned by the King. 

To infure the fuccefs of thefe means, he 
propofed, ift, A coalition in the Aflembly 
between the moft prudent of the Royalifts 
ind the beft of the Cote-Gauche. 2dly, A 
diflribution of periodical papers in the ca* 
fitali and in the provinces, to open the eyes 
Qf the people refpe6king the projcdls and ma- 
noeuvres of the Fadlious, who were mif- 
leading them, and to fhow the fetal confe- 
quences which muft refult from them. 3dly, 
To fend into the 83 Departments well-chofen 
Commiffioners, ollenfibly charged with the* 
demarcation of the limits of the diftridls and 
cjmtons^ and whofe fecret miffion (hould be 
to procure uniform addreiles for the calling 
of a new Aflembly, and fot the adoption 
of the conftitutional grounds which ihould 
be propofed by the King. 

Refpedting thefe important fads, and this 
period, I have no original papers to cite : i 
have only the notes which I jrreferved ccmi- 

ceming 
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ceraing them« But thefev are exaft, aad I 
was fo ftruck, fo occupied at the tjme with 
all the circumftances, that I dare to warranjt 
the accuracy of my memory ; declaring, ne- 
verthelefs, that there are many pmiflions in 
my narrative, and that it gives but a general 
idea of Mirabeau^s plan. This plan, pro- 
foundly confidered, was ftated in a memoria) 
pf about two hundred pages, of which the 
ftylcj replete with eloquence and energy, was 
|ts leaft merit. 

One of the moft pointed paflages of this 
work was the (ketch of the ^general difor- 
ganization of fociety, of ^hich the foundar 
tions, the religious and political principles 
were diffolved. MirabeaUf who had fq 
greatly contributed to this fubverfion, ap- 
peared more alarmed at it than ahy body. 
^* I had not a doubt,'* faid he, *• when I 
^^ propofed the conftitutional oath for the 
** IMefts, that the people would declare for 
** them againft us, This was perhaps the 
'^* only trial to be made to afcert^in what 
*^ moral fpring remained in the Nation ; but 
^« there is no longer a hold ojn that fide: 
** happily they are Ai\\ attached througl^ 
^' tafte an4 habit to the Monarchical ppvem^ 
V went, W^ npmft make h^fte to fave thf 

y 3 ^^ wreclw 
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** wrecks of it, before they arc completely 
•• difperfed/* 

The King was extremely aftoniftied on the 
reading of this memorial ; he could not con- 
ceive that he who fpoke thus of the Revo- 
lution had fo long been the moft formidable 
revolutionift. — ** If Mirdbeau is in earneft/* 
faid his Majefty to M. de Montmorin^ ** he 
•* may doubtlefs repair a part of the mifchief 
** he has done; ncverthelefs I will not en- 
** gage myfelf in any proceeding which may 
** produce a civil war. This memorial 
•• ought to be maturely confidered. Endea- 
** vour to colle<5t the opinions of the moft 
** fenfible men in the Affembly, and inquire 
*• which of them Af/ra^eaw- is difpofed to 
*• open his mind to.** 

L. D. M. being very intimate with the 
Count de L. had already been informed, wfth 
MirabeatLS confcnt, of the memorial in 
queftion, and it was from him that M. de 
Montmorin learnt on this occafiotii that, as 
M. Malouet was the only Deputy of the 
Cote-Droit to whom Mirdbeau had ever, 
from the commencement of the Affembly, 
made propofals fimilar to his prcfent inten- 
tions, the latter particularly deiir^ to have 
)i new explanation with hw on the fubjedt. 

It 
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^ It was agreed that this explanation (houW 
take place at M. de Montmorin*s^ and in 
his prefence, fhould M. Malouet confent to 
meet Miraheau there, which was the more 
uncertain, as they had not fpoken to each 
other fince the month of June 1789. 

On the ift of February, at the Evening 
Sitting, Miraheau having incorrectly ftated, 
and turned into an amendment fome obferva- 
tions made by M. Malouet upon a report of 
Barnave^ relative to fending Commiffioners 
to the Colonies, a flight altercation as to form 
took place between them, in wliich Miraheau 
fpoke with a little pedantry, and M. Ma-- 
louet with a degree of ill-humour. The 
debate was clofed, and all the articles of the 
Decree propofed by the reporter were adopt- 
cd. After which Miraheau took up a pen 
and Wrote a note, which he fent unfealed to 
M. Malouet by one of the meflengers, whom 
he called to him, and in the prefence of the 
fecretaries who were by him. M. Malouet^ 
who had not been apprifed of any thing, was 
very much aftonifti^d at this meflage. He 
made no more myftery in reading the note 
than Miraheau had done in fending it, and 
permitted M. de Clermont^Tonnerre and 

Y 4 M.dQ 
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M. de VirieuXf who were fitting by him, tq 
Jread it with him* 

This note ran thus : ** I am niorc of youy 
•* opinion than you think, and whatever may 
** be your fentiments with refpefi: fo me, 
** mine have never varied refpedling you. I^ 
** x% time that men of fenfe (hou}d unite, 
** and underftand each othen Would you 
•* have any objedlion to meet me at one of 
** your friends — at M. da Montinorins ^. 
** Appoint the day, but let it be after the 
** Evening Sitting." 

M. Malouet anfwered upon a card : With 
fill my heart. Thurfday at ten in the 
evening. Hr fufpeded, as did his two 
frien^s^ ^ that Mirdheau had fome fecret; 
undlrflanding with the Palace. His conduit 
in the Affenibly for more than a month paft 
left no doubt of his having fome grand pro- 
jedt ; but the Count de Firieux, who was a 
very religious man, detefted Miraheau on 
account- of his immorality, and repelled the 
idea of having any intercourfe with him, 
M. de Clermont-Tonnerre^ on the contrary, 
was rejoiced at this reconciliation, and con^ 
cdived great hopes from it. M. Malouet 
made them promife the grcateft fecfecy re* 

fpe^ing 
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fpeiSing the conference he was to have at 
M. de Montmbrin^s, and faid he would 
infonn them of the refult. He went the 
next day to the Minifter*s, who, for the firft 
time, cntrufted him with the circumftances 
which I have already mentioned, relative to 
the converfion of MiraheaUj and gave him 
his memorial, advifihg him to read it before 
the meeting, which was to take place the 
following day. 

This pathetic expofition of all the crimes 
4>f the Revolution, and their dreadful con- 
fcquences, drawn by the hand of Mirabeau, 
which M. Maiouet thought he ftill faw 
ftained with the blood of the vidWNgis of the 
Revolution, made the moft lively impreffion 
upon him. ** This man,'* faid he to me, 
f* is mafter of all ftyles, and may be fit to 
<* ad: all charadkers. Fenelon^ MachiaveU 
*' Rouffeau, and the Abbe Maury might all 
f * of them find their maxims in his work, and 
♦* yet there is a confiftency^in his views; 
♦• but I am not entirely fatisfied with his 
«* means/* 

On the next day, M. Maiouet and Mira- 
heau met at M. de Montrruoriris at the ap- 
pointed hour, Miraheau opened the con- 
ference with a long apologetic detail of his 
• whold 
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whole revolutionary condud:. It was diiSicult 
to reconcile this apology with the opinicms he 
had hitherto profeflcd, and M. Mdloust fe« 
veral times mentioned it to him. ** My 
principal opinions/' anfwered Miraheau^ 
may all be applied to the true principles 
and interefts of the Monarchy. I cer- 
tainly do not mean to juftify extravagant 
meafures, which it was ncceflary to fup* 
port, that I might not have the mob 
againft me ; nor violent commotions which 
were defignedly excited, and which have 
often rendered me more mifchievous than 
I wifhed to be. ReColleA what happened 
to m^ when the Hotel de Caftries was fet 
on fire. — ^There lies the fecret of many of 
my motions.** 
The difcuffion of the plan, and the mean» 
of putting it into execution, being the chief 
objeift of this conference, engaged M. Ma-- 
loueVs whole attention. He did not think 
that the diffolution of the Affembly could be 
eiFeded eafily, and without comnMtion. — 
** Perhaps it might be eafier,*' faid he to 
Miraheciu, */ to bring back the majority of 
•* them to falutary views, and to amend* 
** ments, which would fecure the Royal 
** Authority, and give, energy to the Go^ 

** vemment. 
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** veroment. I fee but one expedient to 
•* this efFeft, which enters into the fpirit 
** of your plan, and which alone can pro- 
** duce the moft falutary effedts. You 
*• allow that the Decree which annuls our 
** mandates has rendered the Affcmbly de. 
** fpotic by permitting them to dare every 
*' thing. I do not difpute the inconveni* 
•• ence of confining each deputation by an 
** imperative mandate; but the Nation in 
•* all its fubdivifions having thus explained 
*• its will freely and legally at a time when 
** it was indifputable that the love of liberty 
•* reigned in every heart, I know not any 
** human power that has a right to deftroy 
** it. Your friend, the Bifliop of Autun, . 
** by his motion refpedting the mandates, 
^* and by the fuccefs which it obtained, has 
" committed an unpardonable fault, and it 
•• has been the fource of every mifchief. In 
** future imperative mandates might have 
** been forbidden: in fa6t, I well know that 
•f the reprefentative fyftem in its plenitude 
" will not allow of fuch, and that they are 
** profcribed in England. There the people 
^* give no mandates, and if any Conftituents 
*• were to give them to their Reprefenta- 
^^ tives, the Parligment would have a right 

«* to 
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to annul them ; but that wpuld act • be 
the cafe if the whole nation had ex* 
plained itfelf by mandates, if that had al« 
ways been the cuftom, and if its intention 
was thus to leave to the Sovereign the 
neceflary right of reconciling and teftify- 
ing what might be inconfiilent . in the 
difierent mandates. Now the hiftory of 
our States-General contains no precedent 
but of a delegation thus circumfcribed^ 
Such was ours, and by declaring it unli- 
mited ^e have in reality committed trea- 
fon againft the Nation, Do we not fay 
every day that we are fent to fettle the 
Conftitution; that fuch is the view of 
our mandates ; how then can we deftroy 
that which they order us to rcfpeiStf 
Never was national will more legally or 
more folemnly declared. Every thing 
was forefeen, detailed, and explained in 
the majority of the infbrudtions ; and at 
whatever period we feek to put an end to 
the Revolution, if we would difengage our- 
felyes from it, if we hope a rational iifue 
to this terrible confufion, it is in that 
public alid undeniable depoiit of all the 
opinions and wifhes of the whole of 
France that it muft be fought. Now^ 

** with 
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" with your good intentions and influence, 
•* what may we hope from you in effeding 
<* a repeal of the Decree which annulled our 
*^* mandates, and in replacing the Aflcmbly 
•* under the obligations which they impole 
•• upon us ? For except by that I have no idea 
** of the poffibility of a folid and legal Coun-» 
*' ter-Revoliition." 

M, de Montmorin fupported this opinion 
as being alfo that of the King. •* I never 
•* perceived/* faid he, *• that his Majefty 
** varied on this point : his intention, his 
** unfhaken refolution, has ever been to yield 
** to every legal wifli of the Nation/* Mi^ 
raheau ftrenuoufly defended the opinion of 
the Bilhop oi Autun 2 he contended that the 
unfettering of the mandates was an indifpcn- 
fable preliminary in the Conftitution ; that 
various and imperative inftrudlions would 
inceifantly fhackle all deliberation whatfo*- 
ever ; that if this obftacle had not been re- 
moved, the want of power and the abfolutc 
nullity to which the Affembly would have 
been reduced, would have compelled them to 
feparate without having done any thing. 
However, as Af. de Montmorin and M. Ma- 
louet always brought him back to the exift- 
ing ftatc of things, and to the evil already 

done 
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done by this conftituent omnipotence, he 
agreed that M. Maloiiefs objections and 
propofiticms deferved the moil ferious confix 
deration, and that it was necefTary to attend to 
them: he faid that he would himfelf talk 
the matter over with his friends, and that it 
was a further motive for endeavouring to 
produce the prpjefted coalition in the Aflem- 
bly ; that it was neceflary to affemble fifteen 
Deputies chofen from the Cote^Droit, and 
as many from the Cote^Gauche^ to fettle 
definitively a plan of conduct ; that in the 
meanwhile, and as foon as his office of Pre* 
fident was at an end, he would on the firfb 
Qccafion make a motion concerning the pre- 
fent flate of the kingdom, in which he 
would aflcrt his principles and his determined 
reparation from all the fadions.. 

M. de Montmorin and M. Malouet h<^h 
wrote what had pafifed in this conference in 
order to lay it before the King 5 and as thcfe 
two writings were communicated to me at 
the time, the reader will not be aftonifhed at 
the precife manner in which I have here re- 
lated the converfation, and which, previous 
to publiihing it, I have communicated to 
iif . Maloucti. 

Mirabcau] who even before the opening 

of 
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of the States-Generalhad fettled his place at 
the head of the moll violent fadions, was 
alfo- initiated into the fccret of the fecondarjr 
ones, who, with plans lefs extenfive and a 
conduct more timid, did not the lefs concur 
to ftrengthen and accelerate the Revolution. 
All thefe myfteries, the knowledge of which 
afforded a key to many important events 
hitherto attributed to chance, were difclofed 
not only to M. de Montmorin, but alfo to 
the King and Queen in many fecret conver- 
fations which their Majefties had with Jlf/- 
rabeau. He informed them amongft other 
things, that the fyftem of terror which really 
eflfeded the Revolution, and which had not 
fincc been abandoned, originated in the phi- 
lanthropic fadion, the Committee of which 
was held fometimes at the Duke de la Roche- 
foucaidVs^ and fometimes at the Duke d'Au- 
mofrf's villa near Verfailles. At the period 
of the union of the orders thefe philofophic 
revolutionifts, who at firft intended only re- 
forms, were as much embar raffed as afto- 
pilhed, at the rapidity of their fuccefs 5 they 
found thcmfelves engaged in a great Revo* 
lution of which they had not conceived an 
idea, and before which their petty prctjedts 
were but infignificant fooleries. The enter- 

prize 
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prize fVightcned them : all the powers and 
authorities were at their difcretion. They 
neither knew what to take from the King 
nor what to leave him, not ivhat govcmmcfit 
to eftablifh % they feared the i^efiftance of 
the Princes, the oppofitioti of the two firft 
orders, and the fuccours with which foreign 
Powers might furnifli the King. Adrien du 
Portf who, of all the Members of the Af- 
fembly, was perhaps the man who had the 
moft ftudied the hiftory and the tadtics of 
all Revolutions ancient ^id modem, was ad- 
mitted into the moft fecret conventicles of 
this philofophic fadion, and waS employed 
to digeft the plans. He read on this occa- 
sion a memorial in which he drew the cha- 
radlers, and difcuffed the interefts of all the 
Sovereigns of Europe, in fuch a manner as 
to conclude that none of them would inter- 
fere in the leaft in the Revolution about to 
take place in France, and of which it was as 
neceflary as urgent to regulate the courfe and 
determine the end by a plan wifely/com- 
bined. He then propofed that which ho 
faid had been long the objed: of his medi- 
tations. Its principal grounds were the fame 
as thofe which were adopted in the Confti- 
tion of 1791 • After long difcuflicms upon 
2 ^ this 
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this memorial M. de la- Fayette, who was 
alfo prefent at that Committee; if we may 
believe jSdfiff«i&eau, rofe and ' faid to Adrien 
du Porti *' Doubtleft this' is ^ very grand' 
*^ plan, but what areyoUr ftieatis of^uttrng 
* * it in executibn \? Do * y<ili know* '' inch ^ as 
" are-capable of -overcottfiihg *a!l the refrft-' 
*^ an-^es^which are t6'be'e^eeteff?'Yciuhtlve 
** tiotpdritfed bv^ ^Tiy/'--*^ It4s'triie that 1 
'^ havd' n&t''^e#- <peli^n^ of 'any;- rbplied' 
Adnefi du! PoH V^i^b ^^-deep 'fl^H ; ^'^*Fhave 
" i^iftcifted lAUch u^oiv %he fubjfe6fc '; • I kn6w' 
•• fure ones, birt- they are of ftrch(-a n^tiire 
*' that I ftiudder myfelf to thirtk" df them', 
*^ and t cannot 'rdblve to ^diftrfcyfc them' to 
** you till you approve the whole of tny 
•* plan, till you are fully convinced that it 
**^ is indifpenfable to adopt ft, and that no 
'* other can be followed to fe'cure not only 
** the fuccefs of the Revoliitiori, but the 
** fafety of the State/' 

After the Committee, whofe curiofity he 
had thus excited, had given him all the af- 
furances and all the praifes he wifhed, he 
ftill feigned a reluftance to explain himfelf. 
** I (hall never dare/' replied he in the 
moftr hypocritital tone, ** to propofe means 
** which will fhock your humanity. Alas ! . 

Vol. in. Z " they 
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**. they torture my own feelings, yet if you 
** kbfblutely require it.'* — ** Yes, yes, we do, 
•* require it/* anfwered his hearers, — ** Well, 
*• Gentlenaen, I will obey you. To judge 
** of the means I am going to mention, you 
*' muft not lofe iight for a fingle ipftant of* 
•• the dreadful fituation in which we iland. 
** Unforcfccn events have plunged us in 
** fpitc of ourfelves into a Revoluticm which 
*^ will produce the greateft calanQties, the 
*• greatcft crimes, and which will involve 
** us all, if wc do not hailen to make c^r- 
•• felvcs mailers of it in order to moderate 
*' and circumfcribc it; it is too far ad- 
*• vanced for us to make it recede. Befides, 
** it would be perhaps lofing for ever the 
•* opportunity of efFefting the moft advan- 
** tageous reforms. Now it is only by. the 
** means qf terror that men place themfelves 
•* at the head of a Revolution fo as to 
** govern it. There has not been a fingle 
** one in any country whatever which I 
** could not cite in fupport of this truth. 
** We miiil then, whatever repugnance we 
** may feel to it, confent to the fa,crifice 
** of fome marked perfons.'\ He con- 
vinced them prefently that M. Foulon m\xfl, 
naturally be the firft vi(^im ; ** becaufe 

'* for 



JfcB. X791.} FRENCH RRVOLtTTION. 339 

*• for feme time paft/' faid he, ** he ha^ 
*• been much fpoken of for the office of 
** Minifter of the Finances, and every body 
** thinks that his firft meafure would be 
^^"hanhruptcy.^* He nexf pointed out the.. 
Ii^tendant of Paris, *' There' is a general 
tc cry/* faid he, ** againft the Iritendants ; 
•• they have it in their power to fettef the 
** Revolution in the provinces. M. Ber- 
*• thier is generally detefted ; there is no 
** preventing his being maflacred : his fate 
** will intimidate the other Intcndants ; they 
** will be as pliable as gloves.** 

The Duke de la Rochefoucault^ a phi- 
lanthropift through inclination more than 
vanity, a man without talents, but not with- 
out fome information, always wiftiing to do 
good from principle without being capable! 
of doing it, and ever yielding to evil from a 
weak and complying temper, from an abfo- 
lutc want of all kind of energy, the 'Duke 
dc la Rochefoucaidt, I fay; was very much 
ftruck with the obfervations^ of Adrien da 
Port, and with all the other Members of the 
Committee,^ decided upon'adopting the plan 
and the means of execution propofed by him* 
Inftrudlions conformable to this plan were 
^ven td the principal agents of the depart- 
, X 2 ment 



n>ept of inhmt^i^t^hi^ .w^c^lfoady 
QIganized, ajidj K):w1)h:Jv Adri:^m:dn-IH)rt 
was no ftranger; exiKvitioflLjf6lk>iy64':cl6fe. 
Tie mafl^cre of dfi^^Laufyaytyr d0 ffbpj^ 
feUes, Foulon, BXiA^^B^tthi^r^-^n^ ther^J^r-^ 
rying of their he&ijs about dji pikeS^weni 
thfi firft efFedts of this philanthropic con*- 
fpiraey* Its fuecefs foon raHied aod kept 
together for a long time the dHfereiat^ revo*. 
kitiopary parties, wb^ were beginning to dif- 
truft each other, but who feeing all fcbepb- 
llaclcs removed by this horrible, fp^afwe,' 
united to gather the fruits of it. In fupport 
of this account Icao.refer to no other prtiof 
Of authority than the avowal made to the 
King and to M. ds Montmorin by Mira^ 
hmu, who related thi3 anecdote to other 
j^ffons, and^i^articiriiwly tpitheOpDefidint de 

. ^hatf I ^ave f^idf^f Mimbtmi'^ plan and 
of/fe«i$ retjum^^ t^ Mfenaa-ebii^l PVinciplcs is= 
eflwgJ^-^^ acffountfpl t be. change xeirtarked. 
ift\hi^ ec^ndu^ from the 'end of tWiraonlhioC 
D0qen^l>er piti:f^(^'mg..' : It islnotjlefs.iiiKte^ifefti-t 
ii^lto- know. . the em^ooor = iii wHic^vhe fitted^ 
th# ntw.thara^ef-wbieh'i^^'hW afit^aed*^, Hcs 
hail becft. ambitious to be: Pj>€iid«nti:ih;.jQid«r 
to ti^ra'tO'the advant^ bf;hiaip^pulftrit}?,jail: 
3 > <" . the 



the confidexation iie iaiigKtjacqoirerby jQtcw:^ 
ing himfelfaaablctto cicaip^the Ghair as .to 
fllaie m the Tribune. ^ .*Ih faift, no peribtt 
pafitkd with nK»i jiighity,.ot .^Ve better 
^twftjtbati' Iwtartfelf -that the &reikicnt*was 
not, fokdy'^rfie x)^g^^ the Affenibly,^!^^ 
chat iiei ought, to* baiin4 tteulS be its mole^ 
raton -Wis alTpK<^{f^•the^dii9b1ent.Depm 
tatioh^ ibdi'^^ppmreU vin the A&^rikly all 
bore l^b^'geQameJfilirnp^'ofi^^aquenoei ptnd 
wifHoflJi:* -He always- %ok& a^saliRie^Qltf^ 
tiotiift ] bujt twi la»iguagB/ably ferftweiiiW^^ 
ptttriotifttt^ coMawied only the exa^ doft 
necejSary to preferve hia pcfpularity. , THf 
moft iniipid and frequently ridiculiojaSi-bigif 
i-aAgues of the DepiUJtatix>!iis alwaysifuggeft^d 
to him fomftbrillknit thougJlts; fonne poig+ 
nant llrofcesi, which forced his enaniesi a$ 
wdl as his frieads to applaud and adn^itc 
him, the- one as a God^ the^ibtheDas ftjEteyiL 
The fifft Deputation that pref^ited .i^^^ 
fedves while he was. Ptefide^tl.was rfiaf of 
fome muficians and ryric airthor s;. MJhofoaittrt 
to -the Aifembly to rcqueft p^miifioE tite 
-pw^pofe a plaivrelativfe to ^the ,ncgulatixra of 
-their profeflSon; Mirabeuiimz^^lkitmt^ 
4dlowix)!g mfw^'. [i • '\\\\ , ^ r-A 

^' The fine itfts aretxj*! publk propwtyj 
Z 3 they 
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they are all connedl^d with the manners of 
the citizens^ and with the general education 
which improves the aflbciation of men into 
a rational unity. Mufic has long led armies 
to victory ; from camps it paffed to temples^ 
from temples to the palaces of Kings, from 
palaces to our theatres, from our theatres to 
our civic feflivals, and perhaps it beftows 09 
the firft laws of new Communities all the 
empire they poffefs. This art, founded on 
the regularity of the motions perceptible in 
all the parts of the creation, but particularly 
in animated beings, among whom every 
thihg is executed with rhythm, and whofe 
inclination to melody appears in all their 
taftes, this art lis but an imitation of the 
harmony of nature, and when it unfolds the 
pafllons it imitates the human heart, which 
the Legiflature ought alfo .to fludy in this 
point of view 5 for there, no doubt, are found 
the mofives of all focialinftitutions." 

A Deputation of the Municipality of Paris 
having come to the Aflembly to ftate the 
diflref$ and abfolute penury to which their 
finances were reduced by the ironaenfe ex- 
pences they had entered into for the Revo- 
lution, Mirabeau very dextcroufly intro-* 
^uced info his anfwer an expreifion whtcb^ 

with- 
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^vithoUt betraying his prefent projcfts might 
be of ufe in preparing the minds of men for 
'hem. A few plaudits might fufficeto pro- 
duce that efFe<5l, and to obtain them Mira^ 
beau had only to dcfire tliem ; he ex- 
trited very lively ones when he addrcfled the 
following remarkable words to the Deputa- 
tion of the Municipality ^ ** Do not be 
alarmed at the weight of your debts ; it ^s 
an advance you have made to liberty. You 
have fown on a fertile foil, which will make 
you an aniple return of all the wealth you 
have confided to it. One fource of prof- 
perity, and one only, is yet wanting for the 
capital ; that is, the union of its citizens^ 
and, above all, public tranquillity, which is 
inceflantly difturbed by falfe alarms, and 
which a number of intriguing and ambi- 
tious men take upon them to endanger that 
they may have an opportunity of ilanding 
forth as nvoderators. This is the defpotifm 
of vice; that defpotifm is it then the only one 
which the city of Paris could not overthrow ?'* 
It was remarked that the Deputations were 
much more frequent while Mirahecai was 
Prefident than they had been under his pre- 
deceflbrs. He never put any of them off; 
but it was not merely to increafc his popu- 
Z 4 jarity. 
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larity, or difplay his talents that he admitted 
fo many ; it was alfo to confurae the time- 
of the Aflcmbly, and that he might avoid 
bringing on any innportant queftion in which 
the part of a Speaker would be mor^ defir- 
able than that of Prefident* 
. The laft day he occupied the Qhair, a De- 
putation pftthe CommuiigfOfj Paris appeared^ 
jind informed the Affcrafailj? <>f^ the; uoea^ 
nefs and agitation excited ip :l:he capital by 
|he intfivdqd dcpatf are ; of . the . KiiOg*§ aaat? 
(Mefdames) for Italy, wjiic^i bad been offi^ 
cially enounced by M de Lisjarfp a§ fixed 
|br fome day between thei^th .and 2^h- of 
FebrUtfiry., . The objep: of this Deputation 
^ai^ tD dematidj.fif Iqw to fettle the pqrpi* 
tidar mode qf exi/ience of the reigning 
family and all, its branches *, The Speaktejp, 
after declaiming moft. violeptly againft th^ 
Emigrants, concludes his harangue thus ; 

** Think of the Kingy who h a mod^ for 
-all the kings of the ^irth • who,- with a 
powerful hand, bfcofce the[ ^cbains-of Awitc^ 
rica, and who ha^i allayed' all nations the 
€ree'and p^cpfvil nmi$mm of iiptc^cflmrr^ 

* The words of this demand m the^ original are, unc 
hi 4^1 fixat U modi parficulUr (fiSciJietUe di fd Hhiqjfre 
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that kiag, the fri^d of youf decrees^ d^% 
not think bin\i^f at liberty .to def(iin hjls f§f 
mily. Will you fuffer his heart to be a.pcfy 
to fears while waiting for your l4wl. WiU 
you fuller the afFe(9:ions-4Me tf^, hifn to b^ 
withdrawn, and let hjiji be|>unilji«d for ten* 
dering us happy ?** 

This ftep of the Commune *s placed Mira*- 
beau between two rocks, that of endangering 
his popularity, and that of giving the King 
room to fufpe<Sl the fincerity of his conver- 
fion. He very adroitly avoided both by his 
anfwer to the Deputation : ** -What you have 
now propofed to the Conftituent Body,'* faid 
he, '^ is one of the moft impohant queftions 
which they have to take under their can-*- 
^deration. To be independent of every other 
power but that of the laws is the right c^ 
^vdry citizen, becaufe that independence con^ 
ftitutesthe very liberty of a nation. Whom- 
ever has the right of tefifting ought to know 
wbcr^ the duty of obedience terminates. :T^ 
this rprinciple we all owe our fafcty. -j But 
there may doubtless be exceptions to the moft 
gfenerah rules. The Royal Family :are ihfe- 
pawWeftom the Throne, and were the Mcna^ 
hers ojf that Family to dare to^oppofe the 
k.ws,^ ihcy might perhaps bb..cafi4y ruled by 
'^■nv/>iS '■ ' their 
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their Chief, who, by tranfmittihg great b^s 
to them, has a right to impofe uptti thehi 
great duties. Fear not that the Mormr^h 
who repairs the errors of Kings can i>c Toi^ 
faken, be the eondud: of thofe aboiit him 
what it may. A great nation is become his 
family. His name, joined with that of the 
Nation and of the Law, is pronounced in all 
pur oaths, and a lafting order will proclaim 
at once his happinefs and his power.'* 

Still, however, the intended journey of the 
King's Aunts continued the fubje<^ of dif- 
cuffion in the Jacobin Club, and of the mo- 
tions and vociferations of the Palais-Rqyal 
groups. The fermentation of the populace 
and workmen of the Fauxbourgs fowi be^ 
came fo violent as to make them adopt th^ 
refolution, which they did on the igflh 4:^f 
February, of fending a deputaticMi, or rather 
mob, on the next day to BellevuBy to extort 
a promife from the Princeffcs that they would 
not leave the kingdom. They were fortu- 
nately informed of this immediately, and fit 
out that very night at ten o'clock. 

This news occafioned great agitation in the 
capital. Bamaue made ufe of the opjk>r* 
tunity to infift with the greateft infolence 
upon the Affembly's immediately taking into 

confideration 
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<rofifiderati(m a law to determine the parti- 
•cular obligatums of the Members of the 
.Royal Family^ " It is already rumoured/* 
faid he, ^* that, another perfon, whofe con- 
dud >might lead to the inoft fcrious confe- 
quences^ is preparing to follow the example 
of the King's Adrits* Let the. grounds for 
thefe reports be what they may, the citizens 
are alarmed at them, and the public tranquil* 
lity may be difturbed. Surely at a critical 
moment when the Nation, experiencing a Re- 
volution which is to regenerate it, calls for 
the afliftance of all who are intruded in main- 
taining its glory and profperity, it is afto- 
niihing that the Members of a Family which 
it has loaded with kindnefs Ihould almoft all 
forfake the public caufe, and give you grounds 
to cdnfider them as amongft the moft dan- 
gerous adverfaries of the Conftitution it has 
chofen. It is time to declare the duties of 
tbofe, of whom we have hitherto only de- 
clared the honours and the emoluments. We 
ihould now know what engagements are to 
correfpond to that which fettles in a family 
the fuprcix»e honours and fole hereditary ma- 
; giftracy, ' and whether the ftripping «s at 
liome^ the carrying of our cafli abroad at 
jt mon)CQt of the. moft preffing need, ur^fi- 

nefs 



iiefs fomented and riccpt vfi a i noiigyft ;ibi»nct* 
ti^ens, the cneoiiragtrntot o^cbhe^iddiodic- 
mies^ and the proIongatibti*of tHm^^dMlssadif 
will for ever br their iwnrkf rkid tbel biiy 
teftimony t of confidMU^e < we ain jot^lkki hoin 

fhcm/' , . ''/.'/. .i ?f ;ij ; 

ThisTnotion, fopportedib^ feimiaZ Meiti«- 
bcrs of the CoU-Gauch^j pBr6diiiQed:a^rdat 
iigitation in the AiTembly, atid was foUo^rad 
bfy a Decree, by which tb* Comiankteo df 
the Conftituticm were- charged to |jrcfeirt with- 
out delay a plan for a Decree od the ofaliga* 
tions which ought to belaid tiponrthe.Meiti- 
bers of the reigning Family, ah4 «* tjaefuae 
time to take into confideration whether^ at 
critical jundtures^ the citizens .raajr tbe^pos* 
vented from leaving the .kingdom. * -^ it%-* 

At this moment of efFervc&eiidti||rJett^S 
were received from the 'DepoMmeM of the 
Gard, informing the Afrend)^ that tbe moil 
alaf ming counter-revolutionary! /commotims 
had broken out in the town aiki diocefc of 
ViAs i that 1700 rd>els had made tbemfelves 
raaftere of the town .of 8t. AmbroiXi and 
had difarmcd all the citizens ; tbat the Nia- 
tional Guards of Jai6s, Banes, BeiiaSy.and 
other places, had joined to fupport die w- 
bellion; that an aitny of 30^4)00' men t&«at- 

ened 
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enfid the; DcpartmcGt ; that at ]LJze$ a fqua- 
droo of the lament of Lohiine having been 
caikd uponrto mbunt their liorfes t^difperfc 
armob, which had gathered at the found of 
tjb* akf mAell on the Efplanade, tbc mutineers 
Had; fired upon the troop ; that one of the 
dragoons had had his flioulder broken, and 
that-^nothpr^ had- been run through the body 
with :a hd^Ktim^f^ j jlTbe JBfepo AfceSr (". Vbuland) 
ittputed>dBeipit(^o«A18s '.to ithc mflamt¥^or)r 
\t?rklt^.£ciit) fibmr i^ris, jrfid. chiefly to a 
leltetJ^KfttifcajrfM.rrfe^^^fi^^ BSfliopof 

UsrcklAooHisoOrAnd . Vihan^ wba » had circu*^ 
lalwbiD ^kiyinid^'^.^'V[hi%.:\t\t^:9, written 
ililn4eddltel^.&ffcr^t^ famous Sitting of the 
4t&! ofiVJaiiuiaTy^ yjft/ie an ctcA& accbunt of the 
nro^'iifitcfcfejflling'jJalrticuJjLrfei • The: Deputy 
wlb) dtntmitcod it flowrihgrfaid thiit he had a 
ctiffina^'itS i&fsm\i)^\fmhQti deiired thaifc it* 
nughtfbd(rqi|dl'T:<^vcr|jr *fentrfnce.of it was: 
foftcnredRby appdmie, ^and^the tvx}rds Thatis' 
tnt^j \tlm6 darftrue,,^Yk repeatedly beards 
Tfacfe ktteftajMofasiand applaufes:^ which caina^ 
fr^tAJij^iCot^'i-Iiroit, 'timbatrdled aa weU m 
prowikod*the Mctnbers bfthc' Cote-Gauche:, 
and enaragcd the patriots: of the Gralleries. 

* :; , . V- * App^dix, No. XIV. 
^ Out 
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Out of doors, and among the groups, thty 
talked of cutting ofFtheBifliop of UzeVs head^ 
and of hanging him at the lantern. It was 
fortunate for him that he had flaid at home 
that day ; for had he been in^ the Affembly/ 
he certainly could not have left it without 
great danger. The patriots in their fhipid 
rage had abfolutely reived to pillage or 
bum the Hotel d^Uzcs^ fuppofing it to be 
an appertenance of the Bifhopricv^ and it was 
with difficulty they were made to unckrftand 
that the Duke (VUzes and the Bifhop d'Uzes 
^ were not the fame pcrfon. AS to the Ailem- 
bly, they contented themfehres widi decree- 
ing that a fufficient force fhould be fent 
without delay into the Department of the 
Gard to reftore order, and that all the papers^ 
relative to this af&ir (hould be fent to file 
Committee of Inquiry to make a r^K>rt of 
them the next day at the opening of the Sit* 
ting. In this report no mention Was made 
of the Bilhop of Uzcs^ not of his letter. 
The Committee only propofed to fend with 
the troops five Commiffibher^, to be appcnnt* 
ed by the King, and fiudiorifed to concert 
with the Magiftrates of the Department of 
the Gard, and of the neighbouring Depart- 
ments, to take whatever mcafures they (hould 

judge 
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judge proper to fupprefs diforder, and infurc 
the execution of the laws. 

On the day that this Decree was paflcd, it, 
was rumoured that M<5nsieur, the King^s 
Brother, alfo intended ,to leave Paris, ac- 
companied by Madame. It. was to this: 
Prince J^rnave alluded^ in his motion. 
An immenfe mob, chiefly cdmpofed of 
w^omea, fet ou<; /or ^bp Luxemburg, and a 
large detachment of them, after feme flight 
refiftance, made their way into the Palace, 
and were introduced into Monsieur's 
apartments, where they exprefled the un- 
eafinefs of the people, and folicited him not 
ta,go away. Monsieur declared to them 
that it neve;r Ivid been his intention to fepa- 
ra})^. himfclf from the King, and that he 
Ti^ytf would quit hi^ Majefl;y. So folemn an 
afTurance excited the liveliefl: acclamations of 
joy; and Monsieur immediately fettingout 
with Majpame to go to the Tuilcries, was 
accompanied thither by the whole mob. 

Wljile tlje courts and garden of the Tujil- 
cries refounded with the fliouts of the muL- 
titude, and the National Guards were march- 
ing by companies to the Palace to keep the 
peace, a letter from the Municipal Oflii;ers 
of Moret, a little borough a few miles be^ 

yond 
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fond FonWineblcau, was received by the Af- 
fembly, informing them that the King's 
Aunts having arrived there dh the 26th, at 
feven o'clock in the morfting, the Muniei- 
pdKty had called upon the- National Guards 
to prevent t4^eir proceeding without paffports, 
arvd had ordered the glites of^ -the town to be 
Ibut i but thit thirty- three d'rag<*bns or chaf- 
leurs of the- regiment of Lo!raine, who at- 
tended their Royal Highneflcs, having rode 
to the gates fword in hand, had caufed them 
to be opened while the paffports were ex- 
amined, and that Mefdames had continued 
their joumey . The paffports. coimter-figned 
by the Minifter for Foreign Affairs, and the 
troopers adling without a requifition, were 
confidered by the Members of the Cot^^ 
Gauche as manifeft violations of the Con- 
ftitution. They moved that the letter, or 
minute of the Municipality of Moret fliould 
be referred to the Military Committee, and 
to the Comniitte^s-'of the ConfHttrtioti and of 
Im^liiiy,- in order '-tfeatattaccoUiit^bf it might 
be immediatelj^ laid before the Affcmbly,' 
whieh'^^\^fe- aceoi^dingly decreed. Chapelier 
then made a report in the name of the Com- 
mit*ee''0f 'thfe €eAftitutiori relitive io the par- 
ticiikr obligatiofcs of the Royal Family, and 

propofed 
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propofed a plan for a Decree. The Affembly 
ordered them both to be printed, and ad- 
journed the debate. 

In the next Sitting the Affembly received 
a letter from the Minifter of War, in which 
he declared that he had given no orders to 
the Chaffeurs of Loraine *, and that he had 
no part in their condud: at Morel. It was 
obferved that it was not probable that thofe 
foldiers would have marched without orders ; 
that the officer, whoever he was who had 
given that order, was guilty, and that he was 
the perfon to be enquired for. It wias ac- 
cordingly moved to refer the Minifter^s letter 
to the Committee of Inquiry. Miraheau 
contended that the reference already made of 
this bufinefs to the three united Committees 
was fufficient to authorife them to. inquire by 
whom the order in queftion was given. 
** There is no need for an order on fuch oc- 
?afions/' cried M. de Montlqfier. " I am 
convinced that every brave foldier attached 
to the King and Royal Family would be 
eager to fhow marks of refpedt and fidelity 

* They^were not the Chaffeurs of Loraine, but thofc 
of Hainaut, who efcoxted the King's Aunts to Morel, 
and who caufed the gates of the town to be opened for 
them. 

Vol. III. A a to 
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to his Majefty's Aunts. I therefore move 
the previous qucftion; and if that be not 
agreed to, I (hall move a vote of thanks and 
efteem to the troops of the line." — Such h 
the charader of the French Cheva- 
liers; but as unfortunately they had not the 
majority in the AiTembly, the motion for the 
order of the day made by Miraheau was 
carried. 

This had fcarcely taken place when the 
Prefident read a letter to the Aflembly which 
he had juft received from M. de Lejfart^ ac- 
conipanied with a minute of the Commune 
of Arnay-le-Duc, where the King's Aunts 
were flopped by the people, and with a let- 
ter from their Royal Highneffes addreffed ta 
the Prefident of the Aflembly. The fub- 
ftance of the Minifler's letter was, that the 
King confidered the obflacles experienced by 
his Aunts as an infringement on the liberty 
of citizens ; and as it was his Majefty's part 
to protedl equally the liberty of all, he de- 
fired that the National AflTembly would re- 
move the doubts upon which the Commune 
of i\rnay-le-Duc had proceeded. 

The letter from the King's Aunts exprefled 

the fame defire, but in terms fo conftitu- 

tional, that it was not doubted that in writing 

. it 
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it they had fufFercd themfclves to be guided 
by the advice of Count Louis dc Narhonne^ 
Chevalier d'Honneur to Madame Adelaide. 
It was even generally thought that his ftyle 
appeared in the following paflage : Being 
according to the law only citizens^ and 
wijhing to he con/idered onTy as fitch, we 
did not think it right to pretend to any 
.kind of diJiinBion. But the title of citi^ 
p:^ns gives us the right of all citizens, ^ 
which we claim with the whole force of li^ 
herty, and with confidence in thejaftice of 
the AJfemhly. 

It appeared by the minute that the Muni- 
cipality having examined their Royal Higli- 
neffes* paflports, had agreed that they might 
continue their journey ; but that the people 
had colledled and oppofed it, declaring that 
they would inveftigate the bufinefs j that in 
confequence the Municipality, with the ad- 
dition of 138 of the inhabitants, had taken 
the niatter into confideration, and had re- 
folved that it (hould be referred to the De- 
partment; and that in the mean time, inftcad 
of giving their Royal HighnelTes the poft- 
horfes they required, they (hould have a guard 
fer their fafety, and to prevent their being 
molefted. ♦ 

A a 2 • The 
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The reading of this was followed by long 
debates. The Abbe Maury ftrongly infifted 
on the neceffity of folemnly difapproving the 
anti-conftitutional infurredion of the Com- 
mune of Arnay-le-Duc, which was alfo the 
opinion of fome Members of the Cote^ 
Gauche. Miraheau propofed the following 
Decree : •* The National Affembly, con- 
** fidering that there was no law of the 
** kingdom by which the King's Aunts 
** were reftrained from the freedom of tra- 
** veiling, declare that there are no grounds 
** to deliberate upon the minute of the 
*^ Commune of Arnay-le-Duc, and refer the 
** bufinefs to the Executive Power." 

The majority of the Cote- Gauche broke 
out into the moft violent murmurs, and ap- 
pealed to the fupreme law of the fafety of 
the people againft the journey of the King's 
Aunts. ** The fafety of the people," re- 
plied Miraheau haughtily, ** is above all 
things concerned .in there being no ftrug- 
gling for opinions when the public welfare 
requires a perfedt unity of adions and 
will. The public fafety is not concerned 
about the llceping of the King's Aunts 
three or four days more or lefs upon the 
roadr Their journey is perhaps impru- 
dent 



Fbb. 1791.] FRENCH REVOLUTION, 357 

dent, impolitic, but is no breach of the 
law/' 

Alexander Lamethj feconded by his bro- 
ther and Bamave, propofed feveral times 
that without permitting any obftacle to be 
given to the journey of the King's Aunts, 
the Prefident ftiould be charged to entreat 
his Majefty to weigh it in his mind whether 
he ought, under the prefent circumllances, 
to permit his Aunts to leave the kingdom. 

** Europe will be very much affoniftied," 
faid M. Menou facet ioufly, ** to hear that 
the National Affembly fpent four hours in 
difcufling the departure of two ladies, who 
prefer hearing mafs at Rome to hearing it at 
Paris/' This obfervation was extremely ap- 
plauded, and gained the majority of the 
Affembly for the Decree moved by Mira- 
heau. 

The Jacobins did not fubmit to be over- 
come. In the evening their agents colledled 
an immenfe mob, whom they led to the 
Tuileries, to demand from the King himfelf 
an order to prevent. his Aunts from effedting 
their purpofe of leaving France. On the 
approach of this multitude, the iron gates 
and the doors of the palace were fhut. The 
Mayor and Municipal Officers attended, and 

A a 3 exhaufted 
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cxhauftcd their eloqueiice in vain to prevail 
upon the populace to difperfe. At fix o'clock 
the crowd in the garden being confiderably 
increafed, a numerous detachment of the 
National Guard was marched in, who di- 
viding the mob, and preffing them towards 
the different outlets, fucceeded in clearing 
the garden. At eight all was nearly quiet, 
but the ftreets were lighted up the whole 
night through. 

There is yet to be added to the fcandals of 
this day the pretended confedration of the 
would-be Conftitutional Bilhops of the De- 
partments of Finifterre and Laifne (the Ab- 
bes Expilly and Marolles). This facri- 
legious adt was confummated in the chapel of 
the Oratoire by the Bifhop of Autun^ affift- 
ed by the Bilhops, inpartibuSy oi Lydda, 
and Bahilone. ■ • - . ' ^ 



CHAP^ 



' Fjw. 179«.3 FRENCH REVOLUTION. 359 



CHAPTER XXXVII. 



Report of the Committee ^ of Coriflitution 
on the Obligations of the Members of 
the Reigning Family, and of the Public 
Fundionaries — This Appellation given 
to the King J Jirongly oppofed in the Af 
fembly — Eloquent Speeches of feveral 
of the Members of the Cott- Droit — A 
remarkable Declaration made by Mi- 
rabeau — Interejiing Debates on the 
Hea(is of a Law relative to Emigra- 
tion — Mirabeau o/ienly attacks, and 
points out the Factious among the Mem* 
hers of the Cote-Gauche — A large Mob 
of Workmen go from Paris to Vincen- 
neSj and undertake to demolijh the Pri- 
fon — M. de la Fayette follows them at 
the Head of a confiderable Detachment 
of the National Guards — A Battalion 
A a 4 difobeys. 
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difoheys, and infidts him — The Mob 
difperfed, and the Ringleaders arrejled 
— Infurredion in the Fauxhour^ St. 
Antoine a^ainji the National Guard— ^ 
Many Gentlemen iineajyfor the King's 
Safety, Jiy to the Palace with Arms 
concealed in their Pockets — The Jea- 
^^^{fy of the National. Guards excited 
againji them — -They are infutted — Dif-- 
giifiing Condud of M. de la Fayette — 
M. de Bouille, informed by the King of 
Mirabeau's Plan^ approves and pro- 
mifes to fujij^ort it — Interview between 
Mirabeau and M. de la Fayette — A 
Letter from the latter to M. de Bouille 
— Mandate of the Archbijhop of Sens. 

X HE important queftion which arofe on the 
departure of the King's Aunts (Mefdames) 
relative to the particular obligatioris which 
ought to be laid on the Royal Family, could 
not be conftitutionally treated according to 
the principles already decreed, but as con- 
necfted with the public fun^ions, in which 
any of its members rnight be engaged, or to 
which they might be appointed : and it w^as 
only in this point of view that Chapelier 
prefented it to the Affembly. Therefore, 

inftcad 
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inftead of a Decree which the Members of 
the Cote 'Gauche had anticipated in their 
imagination for preventing the King's Aunts 
from leaving the kingdom, he only propofed 
one prohibiting Public Fundionaries from 
leaving the place of their official refidence. 
In the 4th article it was faid, ** The King, 
as j^r/? Public Fundionary^ ought to reiide 
within reach of the National Aflembly when 
met; but when feparated, he might refide in 
any other part of the kingdom." The ar- 
ticles that followed obliged the prefumptive 
Heir of the Crown to refide near the King, 
leaving him at liberty to travel in any part of 
the kingdom with his Majefty*s permiffion, 
but not to go out of it without being firft 
authorifed by a Decree of the Aflembly, 
fandlioned by the King. In cafe of the mi- 
nority of the prefumptive Heir of the Crown, 
the Queen and the next Prince in fucceflion 
to the prefumptive Heir, of age and capable 
of fucceeding, were obliged to a fimilar re- 
ijdence. The reft of the Royal Family 
were only bound as to refidence by the laws 
common to all the citizens. In order to al- 
lay the difcpntents that this Decree would ne- 
ceffarily produce, Cha/ielier adroitly con-, 
fluded it with an article, in which it was 

declared 
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declared that the Members of the Royal Fa- 
mily who fliould acSt contrary to it (hould be 
confidered as having perfonally renounced the 
fucceffion to the Thrbne. He alfo announced 
that the Committee of Conftitution were 
going immediately to propofe a Decree re- 
fpeding the Emigrants, which, though con- 
ftitutional, would be applicable, like martial 
law, only to times of cfFervefcence, when 
the country might be in danger. 

Notwithftanding all thefe precautions the 
Cote-Gauche were not fatisfied, and on the 
opening of the debate on this plan for a De- 
cree, Barrere propofed another, by which 
not only the Princes, but the Princefles of 
the Royal Family, or of thofe of the Princes 
of the Blood Royal, were to be deprived of 
the liberty of going out of the kingdom in 
times of commotion, of revolution, of war, 
whether civil or foreign, or of extreme fear- 
city of fpecie. The Members of the Cote-- 
Droit oppofed both of thefe plans. They 
were angry with the epithet of Jirji Public 
Fundionary given in both to the King, and 
with the fetters thrown upon his liberty. 
•^ You would make a Doge of Venice of 
the King of France," cried M. de la Ga- 
lijfoniere, ** and the refidence you impofe 

upon 
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upon him is a perpetual prifon/* M. de 
Cazales maintained that to deprive the King 
of the command of his armies, after having 
declared him.Generaliffimo of them, was not 
pnly a (hocking cbntradidtion, but a fune 
means of reducing his Majefty to a Hate ftill 
more difgraceful than that in which almoft 
^1 the kings of the two firft races had lived. 
He contended alfo with the greatcft: force 
againft the article which declared the non* 
refidence of the King to be an abdication of 
the Crown.—** This article," faid he, '' is 
clearly unconftitutional : it is aimed againft 
an inviolability which you, have decreed. If 
the King can forfeit his Crown, he may be 
tried ; if he can be tried he is not inviolable, 
and of courfe there is no liberty : for if the 
Executive Power could be tried it would be 
dependent ; and you would fee ambition 
creating fadlions and commotions. The Le- 
giflative Power would invade the fupremc 
authority; the Nation would lofe its rights 
and its liberty. — Remember that you are the 
depofitaries of the will of a free peojde, and 
that it is peculiarly in the language of free 
men that /orce fignifies virtue.'* 

The Abbe Maury fupported M. d^ Cct^ 
zalis with great eloquence, infilling on an 

adjournment 
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adjournment of the queftion. M. Defpre^ 
menil thinking that the adjournment did 
not fufficiently mark the indignation the 
Decrees propofed ought to excite, axpreffed 
his own with great energy. ** Bj what 
right/* faid he, '* do the Committee dare to 
call the King Public FundionaryP By 
what right do they propofe to confound the 
Dauphin -with men appointed to fupply the 
places of Deputies to the National Aflem- 
bly? I am not furprifed that perfons capable 
of' ufing expreffions fo difrefpe(3:ful, fo fo- 
reign to the heart of every good Frenchman, 
and fo far removed from all the ideas we 
have hitherto entertained, fhould propofe to 
fubje<3: the King to a penalty of the lofs of 
the throne. This is a total derelidion of 
principles. Is the King's perfon inviolable? 
Is he facred ? Is he exempt from all jurif- 
didiion ? From all penalty ? I call upon 
every Frenchman, upon every faithful fer- 
vant of the King ; I tell them that <hey can 
no longer^ without a breach of their former 
oath, which no other can do away or coun- 
tervail — '* 

At thefe words he was interrupted on the 
Qne hand by violent murmurs,, and on the 
other by repeated plaudits. The Prefident* 

attempted 
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attempted to appeafe the tumult, but by a 
blundering expreflion encreafed it, ** You 
** have not yourfelf forgotten," faid he, 
*• the oath you took to be faithful to the 
•* Nation, the Law, and the King. It 
** would be a breach of it in you to fay that 
** this oath could not have exifted after that 
** which you allude to/' What the Prefi- 
dent faid was not what he meant to fay, nor 
applicable to what M. Defpremenil had 
faid. ** That is not the point,** cried 
the Cote-Droit; ** It is the point,'* re- 
plied the Cote-Gauche, and clapped their 
hands. ** Vive le Roi /** then Cried M. de 
Montlq/ier with the greatell rapture. This 
ciy being repeated by the Abbe Maury be- 
came general among the Members of the 
CotC'Droitj and refounded through the Hall. 
M. de Cazales attempting to fpeak, the 
Cote-Gauche and the Galleries clapped their 
hands to drown, his voice. After feveral 
vain efforts he obtained ^ hearing, and fpoke 
as follows*: ** I have the honour to obfervc . 
** that we have all taken the oath to be 
** faithful to the Conftitution. Is it poflible 
*' that the Prefident of the National Affem-^ 
** bly can fuppofe that the oath is inconfift- 
** ent with the fidelity which we owe the 

'''King? 
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*• King ? Sooner (Hould our topgues have 
•* withered in 6ur mouths, fooner (hould 
•* our arms have dropped from our bodies^ 
•* than we would have taken fuch an oath. 
•• We have fworn to be faithful to the King; 
** that oath fhall not be taken in vain; that 
•• oath we will ever invoke to repel &11 at- 
•* tacks upon the Monarchy; by that oath , 
•* will we contend;'* — '' We all renew it/* 
cried the Abbe Maury: ** Yes, yes,** was 
repeated by all the Members of the Cote- 
Droit, holding up their hands. •* It is by 
•* this oath,'* refumed M. de CazaUs, '' that 
•* we will prevent any thing from being in- 
** troduced into ^ the Conftitution we have 
*• fworn to maintain, which may ftrike at 
** the Royal Authority.** Here applaufe 
was heard in different parts of the Hall. 
•* The Royal Authority is the corner ftonc 
** of the Government ; it is upon that that 
*' the Conftitution refts. Some there are 
•^ who wifli to make you forget this truth ; 
•• but in the circle of errors whidK we are 
*• perhaps deftined to run, it is neccflaiy al- 
** ways to remember the Decree by which 
** you have declared France a Monarchy. It 
** is our Pharos, and will never naiflead us 
** in the dark voyage into which fome 
3 " would 
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'* would fain hurry us. If fuch be the 
** light according to which we ou^ht to 
** fleer, the Prefident was wrong to fay that 
** the oath of fidelity to the' King is incom- 
^* patible with the oath to the Conftitution." 
— " He did not fay that,'' was repeated by 
feveral Members of th^ Cote -Gauche ; but 
none of them dared to difpute the principles 
advanced by M. de dazaUsj nor the fenti- 
ments he had expreffed. The Prefident dif- 
concerted, feemed as if he wilhed to fay fame- 
things but could not articulate a word. Mi^ 
rdbeau defired leave to fpeak, which Ae 
Members of the Cotc-Droit opppfed, but at 
length he obtained it, and after a few db-^ 
fervations explanatory of the Prcfident's ex- 
preffion, he continued thus : ** It is extrcmdjr 
** wrong to raife a doubt of our refpeiS for 
*^ the oath we took of fidelity to the King^ 
.*• becaufc we took the Conftitutional oath r 
•* hewhoraifes fuch a doubt dcferves the 
** higheft reprehcnfion. This unambiguous 
** declaration, and for which I will contend 
** againft the whole world in energy, fully * 
** determined as lam to oppofe the Factions 
•* of all kinds who would ftrike at the prin- 
** ciples of the Monarchy, be the fyftem 
*' what it may, or in whatever part of the 
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•* kingdom it may appear ; thils declaration, 
•* I fay, includes all places, all times, all 
•• perfons, all fe6ts.** 

After having thus proclaimed this kind of 
manifefto againft the Factions and gained if 
applaufe, Miraheaii concluded with moving 
the adjournment of the queftion till after the 
Committee of the Conftitution (hould have^ 
completed their labours on the Regency, the* 
education of Kings under age, and the eligi- 
bility of the Members of the reigning Fa-^ 
mily to public offices. The Aflembly adopted 
Mirabeau's motion, and broke up the Sit- 
ting. The King and Queen heard with de- 
light and fenfibility what had pafled, and their 
Majefties placed great hopes upon the mo- 
ment when Mirabeau (hould declare himfelf 
fo openly as to attach the Royal party to him. 
An opportunity for this happened in the 
Sitting of the 28 th of February^ and he 
feized it with as much ability as energy. 
This Sitting is too interefting to be paffed 
over without an account of the principal cir- 
' cumftances of it. 

The queftion was refpecSting a law on 
Emigration. Chapelier, the Reporter of the 
Committee of the Conftitution who had 
been charged to prepare it, announced that 

after 
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after having thoroughly examined whether 
the principles of the Cofiftitutiorlj whethel: 
the principles on which liberty, public order^ 
and the refources of the Kingdom were 
founded could allow of fuch a law, and 
whether it Could be grounded on the Decrees 
already paffed, the Committee had been 
compelled to acknowledge that it was im- 
poffible for them to frame a law on this fub- 
jedl which would riot be injurious to theConfti- 
tutioni ** The more we inveftigated,*' faid he^ 
•* the more objections did we find that were 
unanfwerable* We have neverthelefs framed 
the plan of a decree : we were boiind to do 
it as you required it, but we premife to you 
that it exceeds the limits of our principles, that 
it is really the fpirit of a didlature. We beg 
the Affcmbly to decide whether they choofc 
to hear it read or not, and whether, after the 
obfervations wfe . have made, they perfift in 
defiring a law on emigration/* 

Great debates arofe to determine whether^ 
as the Affembly could not admit the plan of 
a law inconfiftent with the Conftitution, they 
ought to fufFer it to be read. Some main- 
tained that it was indifpenfable to difcufs 
the projedl drawn up by the Committee to 
determine formally the impoffibility of mak- 

VoL. IIL Bb ing 
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iog a law on citiigratian, while others in- 
fifted on the previous queftion, the order of 
the day, and fo forth. In the midft of this 
agitation, Mtraheau advanced towards the- 
Tribune, to which he was invited by repeated 
clappings. ** Within an hour/' faid he, 
** I have received ten notes, the one half of 
which call upon me to profefs 'the princi- 
ples I have long openly fupported on the 
theory of emigration, and the other half urge 
me to attend to what has been repeatedly 
called in this Affcmbly the neceflity of cir- 
rumftances. I requeft in the fituation m 
which I fland, that on an occafion in which 
it is requifite for a friend of liberty, one 
t\ho has ferved Revolutions^ and who has 
already made too much noife for his quiet, 
in which it is requifite for him I fay to ap- 
pear in a very clear and decided manner, I 
requeft that I may be allowed to read a page 
and a half (few fpeeches are fhorter) of a 
letter addrefled eight years ago to the moft 
abfolute defpot of Europe. They who look 
for principles will find fomething reafonable 
in it, and at all events no one will have a 
right to quefl:ion me any more. It is writ- 
ten to Frederic JFilliam, now King oi 
Pruflia, on the day of his accefifion to the 
1 throne. 
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throne, and I cxpreffed myfelf thus : " In 
•• your kingdom, Sire, men (hould be 
*^ happy. Let every one, unlefs reftrained 
** in a legal manner upon private obliga- 
** tions, be at liberty to leave his country. 
** Give that liberty by a formal edidt. This 
* * too is one of thofe laws of eternal truth re- 
^* quired by the force of things, which will 
** do you immortal honour, unattended 
** with the flighteft lofs ; for your people 
** could no where find a better lot than that 
*' which you have it in your power to be- 
** ftow upon them, and if they could be 
** more comfortable elfewhere, your prohi- 
** bitions to go would not flop them. 
** Leave fuch laws to the Powers who 
** choofe to make a prifon of their States, 
V* as if that were not the means of rendering 
** a refidence in them deteftable. The molt 
** abfolute laws again ft emigration have 
** never had any other efFedt than that of 
*• impelling the people to emigrate, in fpite 
'• of that propenfity of nature, the ftrongeft 
** perhaps of any, which attaches them to 
*• jheir country. The Laplander loves the 
** wild climate where he was born : how 
** then could the inhabitants of regions be- 
.** neath a milder fky think of forfaking 

Bb2 **them 
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•* them if the bounties of Nature were not 
•* rendered ufelefs or odious by a defpotic 
• * adminiftration ? Man bears all that Provi- 
** dence infli<5ls, but he bears nothing that 
•* is unjuft from his fellow creatures, and if 
•* he fubmits, it is with an unwilling heart. 
^' The only language that can now have a 
*' dufable fuccefs is that of Juftice and Rea- 
** fon ; and Princes cannot meditate too 
*' much on the leffon which Englifh Ame-. 
** rica has given to all Governments, to be 
** juft arid wife, if it be not their intention 
^* to govern foon only over deferts, or to en- 
** counter Revolutions.** 

The ktter excited great applaufe, but much 
more from the Cote-Droit^ than from the 
Cote-Gauche. When it ceafed, and Mira^ 
beau could be heard, he concluded as fol- 
lows : ** I move, not merely and fimply to 
*• pafs to the order of the day; we muft 
** not feem to fmother in filence a circum- 
** ftance which requires a formal declara- 
** tion, and which the opinion of the Com* 
** mittce renders very memorable, but I 
** move for a decree to be worded thus: 
** The National Aflembly having heard the 
** Report of their Committee of the Confti- 
** tion, and confidering that a law on the 

*' Emigrants 
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** Emigrants is incompatible with the prin- 
** ciples of the Conftitution, have refufed to 
** hear the plan of a law on that fubjedt redd, 
*' and have decreed that they willpafs to the 
** order of the day ; without prejudice never- 
* * thelefs to the Decrees already paffed refpedl- 
** ing fuchperfons as have penfions and fine- 
** cures paid by the Nation, and who are out 
** of the kingdom.** 

The clapping was renewed by the Cote^ 
Drqit^ and feveral Members of the Affem- 
bly called for the queftion. The Cote- 
Gauche were filent. At laft one of their 
Members [Rewhell) advanced to oppofe the 
opinion of the Committee fupported by tho 
letter which Mirabeau had juft read. He 
did not attempt to prove that a law on the 
fubjed: of the Emigrants was not incompa- 
tible with the Conftitution: he only main- 
tained that without, fuch a law there would 
be no longer a Conftitution. '* If,** faid he, 
** you would fecure^the execution of your 
laws, it is neceflary that my neighbour 
ftiould be fobjcca to the fame duties that I 
am. How ftiould I defend his pofTeffions 
with my perfon aqd my blood, if he flies 
far from mine ? No fociety can exift with- 

B b g out 
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out reciprocal duties, in tjmes of war, fire, 
plague, and fo forth/' 

The Members of the Cote-Droit, little 
afFedled with the picture of thefe calamities, 
interrupted him with burfts of laughter; 
for which he was confoled by fome ap- 
plaufes from the Cote-Gauche. Rewtell 
dwelt fome time longer on the fame ideas, 
but propofed no meafure. 

Merlin cited a paflage from the Social 
Contradt, where Roujfeau fays, that ia 
times of trouble emigrations may before- 
bidden; and moved that the plan for the 
law drawn up by the Committee be read and 
ordered to be printed, and that the confider- 
ation of it be adjourned for eight days. The 
Cote-Gauche wiarmly applauded this mo- 
tion, and Muguet de Nanthou fupported it 
with all his power. He put the Aflembly 
in mind that three days, before, (the 25th of 
February) when the Report was made re- 
fpeding the refidence of Public Fundion- 
aries, the Committee of the Conftitution had 
formally acknowledged the juftice and ne- 
ceflity of a law on the Emigrants ; that they 
had engaged not to delay the plan of one, 
faying, that fuch a law Jhould be as a 

Cohftir 
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Coji/iitutional law ; hut that like Martial 
Lfaw itjhould be applicable only iii thofe 
times of effervescence and danger which 
rendered it ueceffar^x *^ Whence then," 
added he, ** this ftrange condu6l ? Why this 
-extraordinary language f Whence this infta- 
•bility in the principles of your CcTmrhittee? 
Having once changed their opiniQn they 
may change it again ; allow at leaft j^ little 
- time for refledlion, that we may know whe- 
ther we ought to give our confidence to M. 
Chapelier of to-day^ or to M. Chajielier 
of Friday laft/* ; 

Chapelier explained this contradiftion, by 
faying, that after ^ fuller examination the 
Committee had found Aat impracfticable 
which they had at firft tho\^ht poflible. 
yhe residing of the plan for a Decree drawn 
up by the Committee was daen cailed for 
^y ^ &^^^ number pf yoiceg, and .thefe je?^ 
peated Ihouts prevented thqfe who wiihed to 
ipeak from^heing -heard. 

The obftinacy of thp Cot£-Gauche^ iu 
xalling for the reading pf the plan, having 
compelled the Aflembfy to order it, Cfiapcr 
Mer read it as follow^.: 

" Art. I. In times of commotion, and 
upon the declaration of the National Affem- 

B b 4 bly 
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bly, the following law (hall be put in force 
by a proclamation which (hall be made in 
all the Departments. 

** Art. II. A Council of three perfons 
fhall be appointed by the National Affembly, 
with a Didlatorial Power, to be exercifed 
folely on the right of leaving the kingdom, 
and on the obligation of returning to it. 
They (hall point out the abfentees, who (hall 
be held bound to return into the kingdom 
under pain of being treated as rebels, and no 
permiflio^ (hall be given for leaving France 
but by the fame authority." 

At the words Di&atorial Power long 
and violent buzzings were heard in every 
part of the Hall. " The Law confifts but 
•* of three Articles,** cried Cfiapelier ; ** fp 
** it will require no great ftretch of pati- 
** ence to hear it out. We think that if 
•* there can be one at all it muft be this; 
*• for none elfe can be executed. I pro- 
** ceed. 

** Art. III. They who (hall not be obe. 
dient to the prefent Law (hall forfeit all the 
rights of a French Citizen, and be declared 
incapable of holding any office, and their 
income and eftates (hall be confifesited.** 
, The agitation and mumiurs were redou- 
bled. 
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bled, and the previous queftion was almoft 
every where called for, while a few voices 
were heard for the adjournment. In the midft 
of the tumult Mirabeau rofe, and in fpite of 
the clamours of the Cote-Gauche obtained a 
hearing. 

** As the formation of the Law is irre- 
concileabk with all kind of excefs whatever, 
the excefs of zeal is as little calculated as 
any other to prepare it. The Law is not to 
be made by indignation ; it is rcfledlion, it 
is juftice, it is, above all, juftice by which it 
ought to be direded. You have not paid 
your Committee of Conftitution the fame 
honour that the Athenians paid to Arifiides^ 
when they left him the judge of the mora- 
lity of the plan which he propofed ; but the 
murmurs which were heard at the reading 
of the project of the Committee fhows that 
you were as good judges of that morality as 
AriJiideSj and that you did well in referv- 
ing the decifion of it to yourfelves. I will 
not do fuch injuftice to the Aflembly as to 
fuppofe it necejflary to demonftrate that the 
three Articles propofed by the Committee 
might have found a fuitablc place in the 
Code oi Draco, but can never appear among 
the Decrees of the National Aflembly of 

France. 
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France. What I would undertake to de- 
monftrate perhaps, if the difcuffion turned 
to that view of the queftion is, that the very 
barbarity of the law propofed to you is the 
higheft proof of the inipradicability of a 
Law on EmignHion/'-^(Here a part of the 
Cote-Gauche cried, No I No] while the 
reft of the Affembly applauded.) ** I am not 
ignorant that there are extreme cafes, that 
there are critical fituations in which mea- 
fures of policy are indifpenfably neceffary 
eyen againft principle?, even againft efta- 
blilhed laws ; it is the didlatorfhip of> necef- 
fity ; but immenfe is the diftahjce between a 
Rieafure of policy and a law. A law upon 
emigration is, I repeat it to you, a thing out 
of your power, becaufe it is in^pradicable. 
It has been proved by the experienoe of ali 
ages, and of all Governments upon the 
earth, that with power the moll defpotic^ 
the moft concentrated in the hands of Bii/l^ 
rifes, fuch- a law has never been enforced, 
becaufe it cannot be enforced. I declar^e 
that I (hould confider myfelf as abfolved 
from my oath of fidelity to thofe who could . 
be fo infainous as to appoint a dictatorial com- 
miflion/' Here violent murmurs arofe from 
a party of the Cote-Gauche^ which were 

drowned 
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drowned by the clapping pf the CoU-Biroit. 
•• Gentlemen," continued .iW/r«i^eau, ** the 
popularity I wifh, and of which I have had 
the honour to enjoy my (hare, is not ^fee- 
ble reed, but an oak, whofe roots I would 
have ihoot far into the ground ; that is to 
fay, into the firm bafes of the principles of 
reafon, juftice, and liberty. I fhould be dif- 
honoured in my own eyes, if at any mo- 
ment of my life I ceafed to repel with in- 
dignation the right, the pretended right of 
making a law of this kind. But let me be 
underftood, I do not mean a provifional mea- 
fure, a meafure of policy, but a law on emi- 
gration, againft emigrants. I fwear I will 
obey it in no cafe if it pafs.** 

Thefe laft words produced a violent cla- 
mour in the Cote-^Gauchej where Lameth^ 
Barnave^ and their adherents were placed. 
Miraheau treated it with a look of con- 
tempt, and repeated the plan for a Decree 
which he had already moved. None of the 
Speakers of the Cote-Gauche undertook to 
reply to him ; but Vernier^ one of the moft 
moderate among them, only obferved, that 
all the Departments complained of emigra- 
tion, that all demanded a law on that fub- 
\cOl ; that fuch a law had long been talked 

o# 
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of in the Aflembly^ and formally promifcd 
by that very^ Committee who had prefented 
fo barbarous and ridiculous a plan, that it 
was impoffible to adopt it. ** Gentlemen/* 
added he, encouraged by the applaufes which 
the Cote "Gauche lavilhed upon him, '* I fee 
you are led away by a very extraordinary 
mode of proceeding. We are told it is im-: 
poflible to make a better law ; but we muft 
not be frightened at the word impoffihility. 
I fee none at prefent, but that of adopting the 
plan which the Committee has prefented to 
you, and I vote for its being (difpofed of by 
the previous queftion. But to be very certain 
that it is not poflible to make a better law, 
we miift take a nearer view of it, and on this 
ground I move that it be referred for examina- 
t;ipn to every one of the Committees of the 
Aflembly, who, after having examined it 
feparately, (hall unite in commiflions/* 

The previous queftion on the projedl pre- 
fented by the Committee was called for from 
every quarter of the Hall, and it was una- 
nimoufly rejected. The motion for a refer- 
ence to the different Committees was not fup. 
ported in^ the fame manner. The Cote^ 
Gauche maintaining that this was a motion 
<?f adjournment, iniifted that it /hould ftand 
w^ before 
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before Miraheau's, which the Cote-Droit 
unanimoully contended fhould have the pre^ 
cadence. After very tumultuous debattes, it 
was decided in favour of Vernier* s. The 
previous queftion was then called for on this 
motion by feveral Members of the Cote^ 
Droit, and oppofed by the clamours of the 
CotC'Gauche. Mirabeau attempting to 
fpeak, Goufiil de Prefeln chofe to anfwer 
him before he had faid a word; ** By what 
** title/' faid he, ** does M. Miraheauhere 
** exercife the Didlatorfhip ?*' A great many 
Deputies of all parties leaving their places, 
ran into the middle of the Hall fpeaking all 
at once." The Prefident did not know who 
to attend to. ** I have but three- words to 
fay, Mr. Prefident/* cried Mirabeau from 
the tribune which he had afcended ; *M beg 
the gentlemen who choofe to interrupt me to 
recoiled:, that I ,have all my life contended 
againft defpotifm, and to be perfedly afliired 
that I will to the end of my life contend 
againft it." The Cofe-DrozY applauded, and 
fome voices from the Cote-Gauchq cried : 
It is not true, you exercife it. — Mirabeau 
continued : ** I alfo beg M. Gou/iil to re-* 
member that he was formerly miftaken in 
the Cataline, whofe Dicftatorlhip he at pre- 

fent 
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fent oppofes. I now befecch the Affembly 
to confider that the infertion of the word ad- 
joummetit into a, motion containing fevcral 
' other propofitions, is not enough to change 
it into a fimple motion of adjournment/'— 
The Cote -Gauche were agitated, and mur- 
mured.—** It is not enough to blend feveral 
propofitions, and cover them.** — ^The mur- 
murs here became more violent. — ** Silence 
ihqfe thirty voices/* continued Miraheau 
in the moft commanding tone: ** It is not 
enough, I fay, to amalgamate feveral propo- 
fitions, and drefs them up under the name of 
adjournment to obtain for them a pure and 
fimple adjournment. The order of the day, 
as moved by me, is, I think, better than 
M. Fernier*s motion, to which, if the Af- 
fembly incline to adopt it, I move this amend- 
ment, that it be decreed that between this 
time and the expiration of the adjournment 
there fliall be no riot.'* 

Some murmurs, lower and more concealed 
than the preceding ones, were again mingled 
with the repeated applaufes which the Mem- 
bers of the Cote-Droit beftowed on Mira^ 
heau ; but the looks of the thirty fadious 
leaders whom he apoftrophifed were much 
fallen. They, no doubt, dreaded that M/- 

rabeau 
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rabeau having (inmafkQd the fecrct of their 
t^umber, would alfo unmaflc the fecret of 
their plott. Not one of them fpoke : they 
contented themfelves with fecuring by their 
totes the majority for the motion oppofed by 
Mirabeaiii and which was finally decreed in 
fpite of the warm remonftrances of the 
Cotc-Droit. 

That thefe details may not appear too mi- 
nute, we muft keep in view that this Sitting, 
in which Mirabeau, attacking openly the 
fa<9:ious leaders of the Revolution, rallied 
about him all the members of the Royal 
Party without lofing his popularity, was alfo 
the laft in which he took any part that could 
be faid to be remarkable. 

The fame day (February 28) was diftin- 
guifhed by other events too important to be 
paffed over in filence. In the morning a 
great number -of workmen went in a riotous 
manner to Vincennes, declaring their inten-* 
tion of demolifhing the State Prifon there, 
which the Affembly had authorifcd the Mu- 
nicipality of Paris to repair, for the purpofe 
of receiving a part of the prifoners who 
were crouded in the prifons of the capital. 
The rioters, on their arrival, proceeded im- 
mediately to the tower, and after deftroying^ 

the 
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the furniture^ the gates,^ windows, and barsf 
which had been juft repaired, they began to 
demolifti the parapets and the platforih. At 
two o'clock in the afternoon, M. de la 
Fayette ordered the drums to beat to arms^ 
apd affembled a large detachment to repel 
this attempt. The battalions of the Faux^ 
hourg St. Antoine^ at the inftigation of Satt* 
terre^ murmured loudly againft this Expedi- 
tion, and fliowed the greateft repujgnance ta 
joining in it. Ml de la Fayette did not 
think it proper to attend at that moment to 
this adt of difobedience, and marched to 
Vincennes with his army, accompanied by 
the Municipal Officer. The latter, when 
they arrived at the draw-bridge at the head 
of the column, found the court of the caftle 
filled with a mob of about 4000 perfons,. 
whom they ordered to retire immediately* 
This order being repeated, and fupported by 
a large detachment of cavalry, was obeyed 
in lefs than five minutes. 

As the General was arranging his troops, 
the cry of Down with La Fayette, feveral 
times repeated by the Chafleurs of one of his 
battalions, ftruck his ear. -Fortunately for 
him he did not appear to be the leaft difcon- 
certed by it; but advancing boldly to the 

battalion' 
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battalion from vi^hich the cries had proceeded, 
he ordered all who did not choofe to defend 
the laws to leave the ranks. Not a man ftir- 
ririg, he declared in a very forcible tone that he 
who did not obey (hotild be imfnedialtely 
punifhed. 

The demolition; however, was ftill carried 
on. The workmen anfwered the fummons to 
come down only by threats. They eveil" rung 
the alarm on the bell hung at the extremity of 
the tower ; upon which a Municipal Officer 
went up, accompanied by the Commanded 
of a battalion and a great number of volun- 
teers, and after fome. refiftance fucceeded id 
clearing it of the workmen, and arrefted 
fixty-four of the mutineers rnoft obftinately 
bent on the demolition of the prifon. M. de 
la Fayette then left a numerous detachment 
in the caftle to prevent new enterprifeSj and 
fet out with his army for Paris. The pri- 
foners were in the centre: two ftrong de- 
tachments of cavalry formed the van and 
rear guards. The infantry marched in four 
columns, and the wings were flanked by fe- 
veral pieces of cannon. 

The malecontents of the Fauxhourg St. 
Antoine^ who had not dared to oppofe the 
march of the army^ thought themfelves 

Vol, hi. C c Urong 
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ftrong enough to prevent their return, and 
faw nothing but patriotifm iii it, without 
fufpcdling that the motives of thofe who in- 
ftigated them, and particularly Santerre^ 
could only be to rob M. de la Fayette of 
his popularity. Be that as it may, the Pa- 
rifian army found the Barriere du troni 
(hut, and guarded by an immenfe crowd, 
armed with every fort of Weapon, who 
feemed to intend to refcue the prifoners, arid 
to prevent the National Guard from re-cJnter- 
ing Paris. However, a body of troops, com^ 
pofed of cavalry and infantry, with the ar- 
tillery, foon opened the gate, and difperfed 
this mob. Some of the troopers were affail- 
cd with ftones thrown by the people. After 
they had reached the market St. Antoine, 
all plan of refiftance feemed to be given up, 
and the army was advancing without kny 
obftacle, when a trodper had his thigh broken 
by a fliot from a window. The Naticfnal 
Guards, however, continued their fharch, 
and lodged their prifoners ih t\it CdticiSr^ 
gerie. - 

The extreme fermehtatioti produced ^f 
thefe commotions in the capital, had fpfead 
the greateft alarms. All thie ftre6fe Were 
lighted. It was feaied that the feditldus 

had 
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had formed the proje<5t of going id tM 
Palace, where an ill-lookkig man with a 
hango: in his belt had been ai^refted in the 
nwming ; on which a report had been im- 
mediately fpread that the perfon Was an afi 
faffin, and his hanger a poniard *i The 
fears which this ftory had excited for ' the 
fafety of the King were increafed to fuch a 
degree by the comijniotions of the day, that 
feveral zealous Royalifts flew to the Palace 
with arms concealed in their pockets, or 
under their coats, to defend, at the rifque of^ 
their own lives, thofe of the King and Royal 
Family if they were threatened. This noble 
emotion, which was always fo natural to the 
French nobility, was unfortunately attended 
with imprudence and indifcretion. Some 
young Royalifts, before they went to the Pa* 
lace, called at the Palais- Royal to recruit 
their numbers, without concealing their in- 
tention, and fpokc of it With fo little cau-^ 
tion, that the news of it foon fpread through* 
out the Garden. The National Guards who 
were there immediately ran and gave intel-* 

* It was notinown till the next day that this perfon 
was the Chevalier C$wtt dt la TontlUj a very brave offi- 
cer, enthufi^ftically attached t9 the King, and anxious to 
give proofs of his zeal. 

G c 2 ligence 



388 ANNALS OF THE [Feb. lygu 

ligencc of it to thofe who were on guard at 
the Palace. ** You are looked upon then/' 
faid they to them, ** as cowards or as trai- 
•* tors, for a number of armed perfons are 
** permitted to enter the Palace fecretly, to 
** defend feparately, and without any com- 
** munication with you, a poft confided to 
** you. You cannot fufFer it without dif- 
** honouring yourfelves. It is not certainly 
** the King's defire that you fhould expe- 
** rience this humiliation: this aflembling 
** muft doubtlefs be formed without his 
** knowledge; denounce it to him and com- 
*• plain/' 

This information fo exafperated the divi- 
iion of the National Guards who were then 
on guard at the Palace, that they charged their 
officers to go immediately and beg the King 
to give orders for the difarming and removal 
of the Ariftocrats, who had affembled, to the 
number of about 300, in a room adjoining his 
Majefty's apartment. The King ftrove in vain 
to pacify thofe officers ; they became but the 
more imperious in their demands. The warmth 
and tone with which thefe were infifted upon, 
convincing the King that if they were re- 
je<Sled the maffacre of all the gentlemen who 
had come to the Palace would be the imme- 
diate 
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diate confequence, his Majefty engaged to 
demand their arms, and difmifs them in- 
ftantly. 

The King gave with forrow and fenfibility 
an order which was forced from him by the 
d^ad of feeing the blood of fo many faith- 
ful fervants fhed before his eyes. They re- 
ceived it with confternation, and fubmitted 
to it. Their arms were delivered to his Ma- 
jefty, who fhut them up in a drawer to have 
them reftored the next day. It was at this 
ftioment that M. de la Fayette^ on his re- 
turn from Vincennes, repaired to the Palace., 
learned what was paffing there, and eagerly 
feized the occafion to confirm his popula- 
rity, the rapid decline of which might well 
alarm him. He went then into the King's 
apartment, and inftead of confining himfelf 
to the fupporting of the complaints of the 
National Guards, he caufed the drawers that 
contained the arms that had been juft deliver- 
ed to his Majefty to be opened, and the arms 
to be diftributed among his foldiers. At the 
fame time the 300 Royalifts, thus difarmed, 
were ail flying home, purfued in a coward- 
ly . manner, and infulted by the National 
Guards, who arrefted fix of them, whom 
they lodged Jn prifon, after treating them 

C c 3 moft 
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moft (hamefu% *. M. de la Fayette 
thought he had not yet done enough : ht 
forced the King to give an order that in fu^ 
ture only the National Guards, who formed 
his Majefty's guard, and the perfons belongs 
ing to his hpufehold and to that of the Royal 
Family, fhould be admitted into the Palace, 
The very next day the gates of the Tuileries 
tvere Ihut, and no ftranger allowed to enter. 

It was in this manner that the Palace of 
the Tiiileries began to aflume all the marks 
of a ftate prifon, into which, as was for-? 
mcrly the cafe with the Baftile, only the 
Governor^ the guards, and the fervants were 
fuffered to pafs* Nothing but the hope o{ 
\>e\ng foon delivered from thi^ flavery could 
have made the King fupport it ; and in Mi^ 
rabeau^s plan he had this profpe<a. Very 
early in February his Majefty had commun 
nicatcd it to the Marquis de Bouille, informr 
ing him at the fame time that in a few day^ 
he would fee the Count de L. ^whom Mirii-t 
beau was to fend to confult with him on the 
means of its execution, to the fuccefs of 
which he might contribute. The King in 
lii's letter, fpeaking of MirqbeaUf faid ; 

t Th«y w«re not fet at liberty till the 12th of March, 

f^ Although 
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*• Although the character of this man isi any 
M thing but refpeiftable, and although he 
•• makes me purchafe his fervices very dear-^ 
ly, I think they will be ufeful to me. It. 
appears to me that a great part of his plan$ 
ought to be adopted. Still I am of opinion 
that you (hould liften to what the Count 
** de L. has to impart to you fronxhim with- 
** out opening yourfelf too much, and tell me 
*• what you think of his communication *.** 
The day after M. de Bouille received this 
letter, the Count de L. arrived at Metz, and 
paid him his firft vifit. He gave him the 
minuteil detail of Mirabeau^s projeds, of 
the funds he had already received from the 
King, and of thofe he was to receive month- 
ly, of the number of Departments on which 
he could cfepead, which he reckoned to be 
thirty. fix, and of every other particular. 
His plan was to place the King and RoyaJ 
Family at Fontainehleau^ or at Compiegne^ 
into the hands of M . de ]^ouillc\ who fhould 
repair thither with his beft troops. 

M. de Bouille approved this plan the mor^t 
as on his fide he had completely the fix De- 

♦ As to theft fads, fee the Men?air« of 4^, ^/ Bouilli, 
^h^. xi. 

C c 4 partments 
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partments which were under his command, 
and was befides informed by his correfpond- 
cnce with the Commanders of the different 
divifions of the army fpread over the king- 
dom, that there was fcarcely^ a fingle Depart- 
ment which was not difpofed to declare itfelf 
in favour of Royalty as foon as the oppor- 
tunity (hould offer ; but to imprefs and diredt 
this general movement required fuperior ta- 
lents, great popularity, a bold fpirit, the 
greateft ability, and, above all, a chara(5ler 
of vaft energy ; and in M. de Bouille^s eyes 
nobody united all thefe advantages fo com^ 
pletely as Miraheau. He confidered even 
his paffions, and particularly his ambition 
and infatiable avarice, as the beft fureties for 
his fidelity to the fervice of a caufe by which 
he had moft to gain in every point of view. 

M. de Bouille therefore fully approved 
Miraheau^s plan, and promifed the Count 
de L. to fecpnd the execution of it with all 
the means in his power. He wrote to the 
fame effedl to the King, and advifed him to 
relinquith the plan which his Majefly had 
formed of going to. Montmedy, and which 
he thought was far more dangerous, and 
|iad much lefs probability of fuccefs. 

The day after the Count dc L/s departure 

from 
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from Metz, M. de la Fayette^ who was 
alfo meditating a plan, and who feared the 
obftacles that might be thrown in its way by 
MiraheaUj whom he fufpedted of very dif- 
ferent views, had a conference with him of 
three hours, in which each endeavoured to 
fift the other without fufFering himfelf to 
be difcovered, and which they concluded 
without advancing a ftep nearer than they 
were before. It was impoffible, in fafl", that 
there could be the flighteft degree of intel- 
ligence between two men who fo cordially 
detefted, while they thought they defpifed 
leach other. , Had they not been divided irre- 
vocably by their conftant rivalry in ambition 
^nd popularity, they muft neceflarily have 
been fo by the immenfe diftance at which 
they we're placed, by the difference of their 
charadler and genius, if however we may 
pall the petty faculties of M. de la Fayette 
\>y the flame of genius *. However that may 

have 

^ In an interview between them, which had hcen 
brought about by their mutual friends to reconcile them, 
^irabeau having for the execution of fome plan propofed 
means of a violent nature, M. de la Fayette ftarted, and 
exclaimed: " Nay, M. de Mirabeau^ it is impoffible that 
f * a man of honour can employ fuch means." <* A man 
f^ of honour!" replied Mirabeau: ** Ah! M. de la 

" Fayette^ 
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have been, it was after this converfation that 
the Commander of the Parifian National 
Guarc) wrote to Af . de Bauille the letter I 
fh^l here report, and which may be ccmi- 
ildered as a faithful pidlure of the Court, the 
Aflembly, and the Capital at that time. No- 
thing is exaggerated hut the imputation 
caft upon the Priefts, and what Af . de la 
tayette fays of his own fitiiation. His 
painting this in fuch fine colours is owing to 
his feeing it always through the prifm of va- 
pity* M. de BouilU fliowed me the original 
letter, which he publifhed in his Memoirs, 
and is as follows ; 



•' Fayetfiy I fee that you would be a Grandtfon Qroniwell~^ 
^' YoM will fee where fuch a ipixture will kad yau."— 
Another time, upon a fimilar occafion, M. 4^ la FfiyeUe 
complaining bitterly of the atrocious projects which w^ire 
formed againft him by his enemies, and by Mirc^ieau 
WmWf, the kttcr called upon him to explaia, ^* Wei!, 
^ then/' replied M. de la Faytltt^^* I will tell y<;>u, 
^* fincc you force me to it, that I was thoroughly ac- 
** quainted with your intention of having me aflaffi- 
" Hated."— .^« \y Sir !''-^" Yes, Sir, infuch a placei on 
** fuch a day, at fuch an bopr ; \ was fare of it/W 
*« You were fure of it !— You wereTure of it, M, di la 
^* Fayette ! and I ftill alive !— What a good creaturic you 
^* arc ! And you thin]^ of taj^ing thf leading pa^ts in a 
M llevolutionr' . ' 
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•' Parh, Feb. 7, 1791, 
** It i$ along time, my dear couiin, fince 
I wrote to you ; and fince my . converfation 
with your fon, I have not had it in my 
power to give you any interefting news.-'-* 
Paris has been divided by factions, and the 
kingdom oppreffed by anarchy. The violent 
Ariftocrats dream of Counter- Revolution ; 
the Priefts concur with them through fana- 
ticifm; the moderate Ariftocrats have not 
the courage to commit foohfti things, but 
they fay a great many. The impartial Mc 
narchifts, and the politicians of every degree 
pf the Cotc-J)roit, arc only looking for a 
part to play, without the means, phyfical of 
moral, of doing it; and they too, if they 
fliould become any thing, would be Arifto- 
crats, In the Cote-Gauche you have a great 
many honeft men who wait in fufpence ; a 
dub pf 1789, who lofe thcmfelvcs in phi- 
lofophical fpcculations ; a club of Jacobins^ 
the body of which are alfo well inclinedi, 
but the leaders of which fpread trouble every 
where. All this is increafed by aflbciates in 
the Capital, and in the Provinces; and, un^ 
fortunately, number more than choice is aimed 
at, becaufe the leaders are influenced by pri- 
vate interefts and ptffions. As tothe Mmxfters, 

they 
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they are merged in the Revolution, and have 
no rule but this, to yield to the popular party , 
whofe denunciations they fear. The Cour- 
tiers are as heretofore, very filly, very con- 
temptible, and very ariftocratic. The Queen 
is refigned to the Revolution, hoping that 
opinions will change a little, but dreading 
war. The King only wilhes for the happi- 
nefs of the people, and the general tranquil- 
lity, to begin his own. 

** I have forgotten to fpeak of myfelf. I 
am violently attacked by all the party leaders, 
who confider me as an obftacle not to be over- 
come, ^nd imppffible to intimidate ; and the 
iirft article of every vile project: is to over- 
throw me. Add to this the well-merited ba^ 
tred of the Ariftocrats, and of the Orleans 
party, who have more power than they ap- 
pear to have : add the rage of the Lameths^ 
with whom I was connected ; of Mirdbeau^ 
}f/ho fays I defpifed him ; add the money 
diftributed, , the libels, the diffatisfadion I 
give to thofe whom I prevent from pillaging 
Paris, and you will have the fym of all that 
is going oji againft me, > But, cxpspt a few 
ardent heads which are mifled, all well-mean- 
ing men, from the pooreft of the people to 
|he higheft, the violent Ariflocrats excepted, 

are 
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are for me, I ftarid well with the National 
Guards, all but fome difreputable Jacobins ; 
for the honeft Jacobins are for me, notwith- 
ftanding my refolution to go no more- to th^r 
Club. For two months paft I have had lefs 
communication with the Court than ever, be- 
caufc it anfwered no purpofe, and I do only 
what may be ufeful to my country; but I 
fear advantage has been taken of iny negli- 

. gence to intrigue : I know that they were 
ever upon the point of being led into great 
follies, and tliat they flopped upon the brink 
of the precipice. There are fuch fad p^eople 
about the Qyeen; the little, heads of the 
Tuilerics catch fo eagerly at hopes, and cal- 

. culate obftacles fo ill, that it is to be feared 
they wilL fpoil this precious inftrument of 
public order, and make the King only a 
means of private ambition. Such is the ge- 
neral fituation ; and my ideas are thefe : 

** Some friends, and particularly Emeri^ 
are at work with me upon a plan of condudl 
by which the Revolution will be confolidated, 
the good bafis of the Conftitution eftablifli- 
cd, and public order reftored. The chief ta;- 
lents of the AfTembly, Miraheau himfelf, 
cannot but fupport this affociation, and it is 
for this he is particularly adapted. Here now 

then 



39^ akkAls <}f rnt (fz^.t^^u 

then arc Courts eftabliftied ; and the police of 
the kingdoms, the Juries are decreed $ this u 
the moment to let our voice be heard with 
force, propriety, and utility. 

** You have accepted the coalition which 
my heart and my patriotifm have offered 
you ; you faid the other day to one of my 
friends : * U La Fayette and I underftand 
one another well, we fhall eftablifli a Con- 
ilitution/ I value your friendfliip and your 
opinion too piuch not to communicate all mf 
ideas to you, and to requeft yours. A few 
, days hence I will write to you more circum- 
ftantially. 

** My firft wifli is to finifli the Revolutiorv 
Ipeedily and well, to ifecure the Conjftitution 
on folid foundations, to employ for that pur- 
pofe all I poffefs of national confidence and 
perfonal means, and then to be nothing more 
in France, either in a civil or military capa- 
city, than an aiftive citizen, and in time of 
war your Aid-de-camp, if you will have me, 
without rank or command. Adieu, my dear 
coufin, &c. &c. 

** Fayette." 

** P. 5. There are a number of people 
whofe heads are big with mighty projcds, 
all the fruit of petty ambition. I will give 

you 
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you itty opinion about them as I know them. 
Bui fo4r men of honour, like us, it is our- 
parts to procefed dire^lly and openly to a ufe- 
ful «nd known ojDJe<5l: all thdfe myfteries 
and intrigues are only fit for rogues, as all 
the fancies of weak heads are of ufe only to 
their enemies.** 

Inftead of accufing the Priefts of concur- 
ring by the means of fanaticifm in fpreading 
commotions and anarchy through the king- 
dom, M. de la Fayette might have faid 
with much more truth that the determined 
manner in which the robbery, deprivation, 
and fuperfeding of the lawful clergymea 
were carried on, excited fo general an indig- 
nation, that it was very much to be appre- 
hended that religious fanaticifm prevailing 
over the revolutionary fanaticifm would an- 
nihilate the new Conftitution ; and which 
no doubt would have been the cafe if thofe 
faithful Minifters of the Gofpel, who were 
profcribed, driven from thefe offices, torn from 
the midft of that fandluary , and from the foot 
of thofe altars where the fimple exercife of 
their duties feemed daily to revive the re- 
fignation of their loffes, and the energy of 
their virtues, had not taken all the pains in 
3 their 
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their power to calm the minds of the people^ 
and to prevent a civil war which they were 
accufed of exciting. Thefe pains were far 
more efFedtual than the captious and hyipo^ 
critical mandates of the new Bifhops *, than 

the 

* I (hall confine myfelf to quoting the following paf- 
fage of. the Mandate pubUflied by Cardinal de LomenUi 
on the fubjc£l of Lent. * 

<* It. is very grateful to us to be able to tell you thit 
it was of Charity we took counfel, when it was propofed 
to us to take an oath to maintain with all our power the 
Civil Conftitution of the Clergy, decreed by the Na- 
tional AflTembly, and accepted by the King. We ar- 
gued that if we could do it. Charity made it a duty ; 
and reciprocally if Charity made it a duty, we could do 
it ; becaufe truth could not be contradiftory to itfelf. 
From the examination we made of the Decrees of 
the Civil Conftitution of the Clergy, we found that we 
had the neceffary authority to co-operate in the Articled 
the execution of which was required of us, and that by 
our concurrence we might put anend'to the irregularities 
with which they might have been charged, if that concur- 
rence was not obtained. We found that thefe articles left 
the Church in pofleflion of that proper and eflential ju- 
rifdi<5lion, in the defence of which the Clergy of France 
deigned formerly to employ our voice, and which con- 
fining itfelf within its limits is meant for the inftruc- 
tion of the dodlrine and the adminiftration of the Sacra- 
ments. We found particularly that thefe articles were 
not contradiftory to the faith or to the eflence of lelr- 
gion, fuch as it was given to us by Jesus Christ, 

and 
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the petty lifts of conforming priefts pub- 
lifhed in the Revolutionary Papers, or than 
the calumniating declamations repeated every 
day againft the Clergy in the Reports made 
to the Affcmbly. '* We fpend a great deal 
*• too much time on the clergy/*" faidJkfi- 
raheau on this fubjed in the Sitting of the 
2d of March ; ** we ihoulcf at prefcnt think 
•* only of caufing their penfions to be paid 
•* to them, and of letting them go to flcep 
*' in peace/* 



and from thefe declfive obfervations we concludod that 
we could not without a breach of charity refufe to cxe- 
/Cute them> or to give our promife to maintain them. If 
it is written that it is better to obey God than Man, 
when the commandments of men arc contrary to the 
Divine Law, it is alfo written that when thero ij no 
fuch oppofition, he who refifts the Sovereign Power x% 
fids the commandment of God, &c. &c. 
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bate on the Dijiribution of SucceJJions-^ 
A DifcQurfe of Mirabeau's on that Quef- 
tion read by the Bijhop ofAutun. 

1 HE inhabitants of Arnay-le-Duc ftill per- 
fifted in detaining the King*s Aunts in fpite 
of the Decree of the Aflembly and his Ma- 
jefty*s orders, fupported by the injund:ions 
of the Directors of the Department and of 
thofe of the Diftri(5l, and by the folicitations 
of the Municipal Officers ; for all the con- 
ftituted authorities were authorities under 
fubjedtion to the will of the fovereign people, 
who never obeyed them but when they had 
the prudence to order them to do what they 
liked to do. The Patriots of Arnay-le-Duc 
feeing in the public papers, that the journey 
of the King's Aunts was ftill the fubjecft of 
remonftrance among fome Members of the 
Aflembly and the populace of Paris, had 
fent Deputies thither to be informed by them 
whether the Decree of the 24th of February 
and the King^s orders had been, or were to 
be revoked, and their Royal Highnefles were 
not fuffered to continue their journey till the 
return of thofe Deputies. 

In the Capital as well as at Arnay-le-Duc, 

the Department and the Municipality in their 

D d 2 Procla- 
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Proclamations afTiimed much lefs the lan« 
giiage of authority than that of exhortation 
and humble entreaty. •'Citizens/* faid the 
Magiftrates of the Department, ii\that which 
they publifhed on the occafion of the infur- 
redion of the 28th of February, '* Citizens,. 
" your fellow-citizens, thofe whom you have 
'* raifed to the chief offices of the Admi- 
** niftration, grieved at the diforders which 
•* have been pafling in the Capital, denounce 
*• the authors of thofe troubles to you as the 
** enemies whom you ought the moft to dif- 
•' truft. — See how guilty thofe men are ! 
* • They in fome manner endanger the fuccefs 
** of the Revolution. — They make ufe of 
•* commotions to render the Conftitution 
*' odious; for a Conftitution is only good as 
** it fecures tranquillity. — ^They alfo difgrace 
** Liberty, for Liberty does not confift in 
** acknowledging no authority — Obfcrvetoo 
** that the authors of the troubles do ftill 
** more injury to the poor than to the rich, 
•* for when public tranquillity is inter- 
** rupted, every one is anxious for the fu- 
** ture, (huts up his fortune, fufpends his 
'** labours, diminifhes his expences, and 
** thinks of quitting a town where the fafety 
** of every individual is not fufficiently pro- 

•• tedled 



Mar. 1751O FRENCH REVOLtJTION. 465 

*^ te€led by the law. Do the inhabitants of 
*^ Paris require any other motives to induce 
** them to peace than their intereft and their 
** own glory ? This town began the Revo- 
* * lution by its courage * : it muft complete it 
*^ by its fubmiflion to the Laws. Let it fur- 
** nifh its Magiftrates with the means of 
** repairing its loiTes and recompencing it 
'* for all its facrifices. Public tranquillity 
*' is, above all, indifpenfable to encourage 
** their progrefs, and if they defire it as a 
** means of fuccefs in their important la- 
^* hours, they requeft it alfo as the moft 
** pleafing recompence for their zeal in their 
^' difficult employments.'* 

The Municipality, ftimulated by the Pe« 
partment, ordered the Solicitor of the Com- 
mune to denounce to the Public Accufer the 
crime of firing at the trooper of the Na- 
tional Guard whofe thigh had been broken 
by a gun-fliot, and alfo the manoeuvres em- 
ployed to inftigate the workmen to the de- ' 
molition of the prifon at Vincennes : but 
this denunciation was attended with no con- 
fequences. In the fame refolution the Mu^ 
fticipal Body requefted M. de la Fayette^ 
^* to exprefs the gratitude of the Municipa- 

^ The CQjuiage of pillaging, burning, and affaflinating ! 

Pd3 . '' lity 
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•* lity to the National Guafd ; declaring 
'* neverthelefs that the Municipal Body re- 
** gretted not being able to beftow the fame 
V* praifes on fome of the foldiers forming a 
** part of the detachment under the com- 
♦* mand of Af. Santerre.^* This was the 
only punifhment the Authorities dared to 
think of inflicfting on the detachment whofc 
condu(5t had been not only diforderly but 
feditious. 

The King was fo deeply afFedte4 by the 
cataftrophe which clofed the 28th of Febru- 
ary, that a few days after, his health under- 
went a ferious change. On the 4th of 
March his Majefty was feized with a vio- 
lent increafing fever, accompanied with a 
fore throat, oppreffion, and fpitting of blood ; 
he continued eight or ten days extremely ill. 

' When all the alarming fymptoms difappeared, 
and the King's convalefcence was announced, 
this was celebrated at Paris on the 17th of 

• March by illuminations, and the Munici- 
pality refolved, that on the Siyiday following 
a Te Deum (liould be fung in the Church of 
Notre Dame, as a thankfgiving for the 
fpeedy recovery of the King's health ; and 
that this Te Deum Ihould be followed by a 
general illumination. The AiTembly Jike- 

wife 



Mar. 1791 3 FRENXIH REVOLUTION'. J^Oy 

wife on. this occafion manifeftedall tlie coa-^ 
cern and attention they owed to the King. 
The firft day on which an account was fent 
to them of his ilbiefs, they refolved that a 
deputation fhould go every morning to the 
palace and give an account of the ilate of 
his Majefty's health at the opening xjf every 
Sitting. The Prefident in pronouncing; the 
Refolution very aptly obferved, that ** it 
^* was the fureft means to fill the Hall 
** early.** 

Among the Decrees pafled by the Aflem- 
bly during the King^s illnefs the moft re- 
markable were : 

ift. That which abolifhed the old military 
fyftem. 

2dly. That which ftipprefled the Ferme 
Generale (or the farming of the revenue), and 
the General Adminiftration. 

3dly. That which ordained the eftablifh- 
ment of a Provifional Court at Orleans, .to 
try treafons againft the Nation, till the for- 
mation of the High National Court. 

4thly. That which reduced the tiumber 

of the Marflials of France to fix, with a 

falary of 30,000 livres ; and that of the 

Lieutenant - Generals aftliaily employed to 

thirty, faving the allbwance to be granted to 

P d 4 the 
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the Marflials of France, who were upon the 
exifting eftablilhment, but who were not to 
be kept in employment, and which the Af- 
fembly referved to be afterwards determined 
by them. 

The day after the laft Decree was paffed, 
ViElor de Broglioj induced by a deep fenfe 
of filial piety, very pathetically befought the 
:A{rembly to fufpend, in refpedl to Mar dial 
de Broglio^ the immediate cfFeft of the arti- 
cle concerning the rank of Marfhal of 
France. In his petition, the fpeaker pri- 
ding himfelf on feeing his name infcribed 
• among thofe of the moft conftant and moft 
intrepid defenders of Liberty, adduced the 
fervices he had rendered the Revolution as a 
title which fhould be the means of prefcrv- 
ing for his father the reward of thofe he had 
rendered to the country. ** He would never 
** furvive,** faid he, " the misfortune of 
^* lofing in the French army a rank fo juftly 
♦* acquired ; and of undergoing a penalty 
•• inflided by the Nation too for whom he 
•* has frequently fhed his blood, and a thou- 
*• fand times expofed his life.*' Among 
the number of Marfhal Broglio^s viftories 
which might have been cited in fuppiart of 
this fa<5t, thgit of Bergen was the only, one his 

a panegyrift 
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panegyrift mentioned, becaufe he thought it 
would conduce to the fuccefs of his petition 
to bring to recollection that the Court had 
recompenfed that important fervice by afig- 
nal difgrace ; by an exile xvhich^ while it 
added to the glory of the General the lu/lre of 
adverfityj became the fatal term ofthefuperi- 
ority he had given to the French arms. ViStor 
BrogliOj paffing afterwards to the events of 
the month of July 1789, faid : '* I am now 
** ^arrived at a period that awakens all my 
** feelings, and for which I told you I 
** Ihould need your indulgence/*— —'The 
indulgence of the Affembly implored for 

Marfhal Broglio ! — ^by his fon ! ^' Mar- 

•* (hal Broglio arrived at Verfailles. — His 
** firft words, words furely memorable, were 
** thefe : * I fee an army indeed, but where 
*• is the enemy?* The Council who dreaded 
*V his rigorous virtue, continually affembled 
** in thofe ftormy moments, and never 
** called him to their meetings. . He, was 
*• ignorant of all their projefts. It was 
** ix9jfti the public voice he firft heard of 
•* Mr. Necker^s departure; and while he 
' * * was entirely occupied in maintaining order 
^^ among his troops and harmony with the 
f * citizens, that harmony was diflurbed by 

** orders 
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^* orders contrary to his, by hoftik difpofi- 

•* tions in which he had no part. — He 

"' fhowed the King the neccfllty of with- 

** drawing the troops, and folicitcd the 

^* order for it. The National Aflcmbly 

•* made their wi(h known, and the troops 

*• retired. — He determined to accompany 

** them. When arrived at his government, 

-** he dreaded being an objedt of uneafinefs 

•** to the citizens who had been deceived 

*' refpedling his intentions, and preferring 

** exile, he departed. The foldiers who 

** accompanied him to the frontiers could 

** not' reftrain their tears, when they faw 

•* thofc that flowed from the eyes of their 

•* old General on the rigorous condutS he 

** prefcribed to himfdf. Tranquil and 

** blamelefs in the retreat which he has 

*** chofen, he deems it one of the greateft 

'** misfortunes of his fituation not to be 

^ (heltered from the ,guilty invitations 

** which his talents have fevefal times em- 

•* boldcned the enemies of the country to 

^^ make to him, and which I here aver have 

** been lately repeated to him, with greater 

^* importunity anjd audacity than ever, by 

^* perfons who make no fecret of their in- 

^* tcntions. With his ufual frankncfs he 

** repUed 
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'* replied thus to thofe perfidious agents: 
** * / can conceive that there may b&a dif^ 
^^ ference of opinion upon what is pajfing 
•* in France^ and that Jo many changes 
^* may be conjidered as an overthrow ; but 
^^ I cojnnot without indignation hear of a 
** prajeEl formed by Frenchmen to bear 
** arms againft their Country — Go ^ you 
** moke me Jhudder !^^' 

This petition, and particularly the laft ex- 
prcffion, was generally applauded. The 
Affembly ordered it to be printed, and im- 
mediately decreed, that in confideration of 
the long and important fervices of the "Mar* 
£hal de Broglio, and of the bad ftate of his 
health, nothing fhould be determined for the 
prefent pn the rank and degree of Marfhal o£ 
France enjoyed hf him, and in which they 
maintained him provifionally. 

A fimilar exception to that decreed in fa* 
vo.ur pf Marfhal Broglio was claimed two 
days after for Marfhal de Ca/lries by feve- 
ral Members of the AfTembly, and his right 
to it from his viiftories and diflinguifhed 
fervices was generally acknowledged; but 
as the motion had been already made fomc 
days before by M. Malouet, and referred 
to the. Committee, the Affembly thought it 

proper 
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proper to poflpone the decision till their 
Report, and pafled to the order of the day. 

The fentiments and expreiliotis which 
ViSor de Broglio had afcribed to his father, 
the humble and doleful pi<5lure he drew of 
him in his petition, could not be well re- 
conciled with that noble pride, that auftero 
honour, and that gentlemanlike franknef?^ 
which diftinguiflied the old General Officers 
of the French army in former days, an4 
particularly M4i:(hal Broglio. He no fooner 
heard c^ the ftep his fon had taken^ than he 
difclaimed it with indignation in a letter 
dated at Treves^ which was infcrted in fevc* 
ral public papers, and which he did not even 
ccHidefcend to addrefs to him. Had the 
^ial piety of Vidor Broglio excited in him 
a fincere dcfire to alleviate the forrows of his 
father, he would have haflened to abjure his 
errors, and to change his conduct entirely. 

While Marlhal Broglio thus repelled a 
Decree, in which he could not acquiefce 
withcAit allowing it to be fuppofed that he 
was inclined to take the new oath prefcribcd 
to Public Fun^ionaries, Cardinal Bemis^ 
the Ambaflador at Rome, and the Marquis 
de Bombdles, the Ambaflador at Venice, fet 
the fame example in the Diplomatic Corps. 

As 
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As foon as the Minifter for Foreign Affairs 
heard it, he announced their difmiffion to 
the Affembly, informing them that new ap- 
pointments would immediately take place. 

The nomination of the new Bilhops was 
carried on throughout the Kingdom with the 
greateft difpatch . That of the Bilhop of Paris 
was poftponed, becaufe M. de Jfuignt was 
out of the kingdom, and it was necceflary 
to wait for a formal declaration from him of 
his refufal ta take the new oath. The pub- 
lic opinicm and moft of the Bcwfpapers had 
at firft marked out the Bilhop of Autun or 
the Abb6 Sieyes for his fucceffor. But the 
Bi(ho]|> of Autun foon declared, that al- 
though he could not but be proud to fee bis 
name placed with that of the Abbe Sieyes^ 
that he (hould not accept it even if he were 
nominated. ** I will not/* faid he, •* give 
^V my enemies an occafion to fay that any 
•• private nftotive could induce me to take 
^\ the oath. I will leave them no handle to. 
** hurt the good I hope to do. I made my 
•* wifties as public as I now make this de- 
^' termination, when I declared how much 
*' I Ihould be flattered by being one of the 
^* Meipbers of the Department of Paris ^/' 

* See the MomUur of the 8th of February 1791 . 

His 
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His vviflies were gratified ; he was appointed 
a Member of the Department at the fame 
time with, Mir abeau^ his bofom friend, who 
had alfo been very anxious for that office, in 
order to unite all the means of influence and 
popularity that could contribute to thei fuc- 
cefs of his plan. It is more than probable 
that he had taken the Bifhqp of Autun into 
his confidence ; but whether we admit or re- 
ject this fuppofition, it remains to be ex- 
plained by what motive the Abbe de Talley- 
randy of whom any thing might be faid but 
that he was a fool, neithpr wifhing to keep 
his own Bifhopric or defiring another, could 
determine to fct the firft example of apoftacy 
by an oath with which he might have dif- 
penfed by refigning a few days fooner* His 
opinion on the Civil Conftitution of the 
Clergy was the fame as that of all the 
Bifhops, but he was the only one of jhem 
who voted with the Cote-Gaucke, and this 
circumftance rendered his fituation very em- 
barraffing. How is his Revolutionary con- 
duct t6 be reconciled with that which his 
opinion on the new oath preferibed to him ? 
He was not inclined either to take 6r to re- 
jeift it; he wiftied to avoid it. He therefore 
was determined to give in his refignation 
3 before 
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before the day fixed for the taking of the 
oath. This refolution was warmly o'ppofcd 
by the chief members of bis party. They 
reprefented to him on good grounds, that 
this ftep, to which his popularity would 
give the greater weight, would be confidered 
as a formal refufal of taking the oath, and 
would do more harm not only to the Civil 
Conftitution of the Clergy but to the Revo- 
lution itfelf, than all the proteftations and 
reftridtions that could be made by the Bifhops 
of the oppofite Party ; that whatever was his 
private opinion upon the oath, it was only 
to the execution of it he could objed:, and 
that he would be as completely exempted 
from that by refigping after he had fwom 
as he would without fwearing. He was pre- 
vailed upon by importunity to agree to this* 
When he was fcen in the Tribune defending 
the Civil Conftitution of the Clergy, and 
taking the oath, no one doubted but that he 
^as infincere. He was openly accufed of it 
by all the Anti- revolutionary * Journalifts. 
His friends then perfuaded him, that to re- 
pel ef^dtually an accufation which fo fcri- 
oufly impeached his honour, it was indif- 
penfable, before he religned, to prove by 
Ipme unequivocal a(ft that he had fworn 

(incerely^ 
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finccrely, fothat at mod he might be charged 
with. an error only, and not with a crime* 
This motive determined him to write a public 
letter to the Ecclefiaftical Functionaries of 
his Diocefe, to inform them that he had taken 
the oath, and to invite them to follow his ex- 
ample. This letter was inferted in all the 
journals* : he refigned a few days after. 

When the confecration of the firft Confti- 
tutional Bifhops was to take place, the Arch- 
biihop of Sens and the Bilhops of Orleans ^ 
having refolutely refufed to undertake it, 
the Biihop of Autun was applied to, and he 
at firft very firmly withftood the invitation 
and all the entreaties with which it was ac- 
companied. He had abdicated the £pifco« 
pacy, no more to exercife the fun(^ions of 
it, and that which he was requefted to im- 
dertake being the moft auguft and folemn, 
was, on that account only, what he was the 
moft repugnant to. The two other Prelates 
were tried again, but they perfifted in their 
refufal, and threw the Anti-religious Faction 
into the moft vexatious embarraffment. They 
faw their decifive operation likely to fail 
entirely from the impoffibility of replacing 

* Appendix, No. xiL 

the 
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the Biihops who had been deprived, which 
almoft all of them were. They therefore re- 
turned to the Bifliop of Autun, to whom 
Treilhardy the Advocate, undertook to fpeak* 
He reproached him moft vehemently with 
his want of character, and his pufillani- 
mity. * * You . are too far advanced to re- 
/* cede," faid he: *' when once a nian has 
decided in favour of a Party, he muft not 
ferve it by halves if he wifties to be fup- 
ported by it, and you can no Ipnger ex- 
ped: fupport from any but us. - What 
could jpu hope from the Ariftocratic 
Party ? You haye already done too much 
not to be for ever the objedt of their 
hatred : will you alfo be that of their con- 
tempt ? We ftiall givt you up to it, and 
add , our own ; for with thefe perpetual 
waverings a man is good for nothing in 
a Revolution, and becomes equally odious 
•* to all Parties. This will be your fate if 
** you hefitate any longer; and I am cpm- 
*' niiilioned to declare it to you^." Thefe 

menaces 

• * Treiltard m the firft Affembly had originally diC- 

played the greateft moderation* He fpokc little, but atl- 

ways difcreetly, and to the fame efFe£k as thfe Members of 

. jhe Coti'Droit. The Members of the Oti^Gauche, think- 

Voi,. III. Ec^ ing 
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menaces fopported by the bad advice of 
fome of his friends overcame his refiftance. 

Thus is it, that in the path of honour and 
duty the firft falfe ftep rarely leaves fuffici- 
ent ftrength to avoid a fecond : the fccond is 
almoft always followed by a third; they 
then rncreafe, fuccecd rapidly, and very foon 
lead from deviation to deviation, from fall to 
fall, to the lowed degree of vilenefs. 

The refufal of the Archbilhop of Paris 
^o take the oath being at length formally 
made known, the Affembly of EleAors ap- 
p6lnted the Abbe Gohet^ Bifliop of Lydda^ 
to fucceed that virtuous Prelate. He vrzs 
nofttinated at the fame time, almoft unani« 
moufly, to the Bifhopric of the Department 

ing Hghtly of his talents, paid no attention to him at 
At{\, > but the manner in which he fpoke in favour of the 
Vet^ opened their eyes, and they began to fear that thi? 
Advocate might provQ a troublefome opponent if they 
did not fecure him. They immediately praSifed all 
their arts of feduSidn to gain him over to their Party. 
It tt quired »only eight days to convert him. He then 
took his place in the Cote-Gauche^ and figured amongft 
the mod violent Conftitutional Orators. He has fmce 
appeared in the charaSer of a flaming Revoiutionift, a 
furious Republican, and finally, a Member of th« 
^Direftory. 

of 

2 
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<>f the Upper Rhiicie, ^pd to that pf the De- 
partment of the Upper Marnej hut a$ he 
could only hold one he chofe the beft, and 
announced to the Aflembly that he accepted 
the Me<:r(^olitan See of Paris* The CaU^ 
GfLuche and the galleries teftificd their grati- 
tude Bind joy by repeated plaudits. He was 
f iXDckimed and inflalled with pomp on the 
17th of March in the Church of Natrc 
Dtsme by the Body of Ele(3:ors, on which 
^locafion he read a homily, £eu: mpre Confli* 
tutional than Evangelical* He received the 
canonical inflitution from the l^te Bifiiop of 
Autun on the 24th of March, and the next 
day he was inftalled again by the Munici- 
pality. 

If there (hould ever arifc a doubt on the 
defe(ft and inconveniences without number, 
attending popular ele<ftions, in the nomina- 
tion to ecdelEiaftical dignities, the manner 
in which the Biihops and Priefts were re- 
.f^ed in 1791, would be enough to decide 
the queftion. I ihall cite but one exanaple^ 
that of the Bifliop of Lydda^ who was no- 
Jninated by three Ele<ftoral Affembli^s to 
three different Sees. The firft idea thlt 
ftrifces ^he mind on djis, is, that to obtain 
fo many ^uffr^^es he muft really have pof- 
E e 2 feflcd 
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-fefled feme merit. Was that the cafc^? No— *• 
this Bifliop of LyddHj this Abb6 Gobet^ 
was but an intriguing hypocrite of the vilcft 
.kind, as we may judge from the follow* 
•ing anecdote. In the year 1792, he went 
-to the Marquis de Spinola^ the Genoefe 
. Minifter, with whom he had requefted an 
interview: on a bufincfs of the utmoft im- 
portance. ' ** I come, Sir," faid he to him, 
-in an a£fe(fting tdne, ** to impart to you a 
y grand projed: which my confcience has 
-** fuggeftcd-tome, and the fucccfs of which 
1** depends greatly upon you. The matter 
:*A is this: Divine Providence has granted 
' f .* me his grajce to fee the enormity of the 
*' crime which I have committed in taking 
-f* the Conftitutional Oath. I wifli to re- 
/• trad: iu . I Jiavx: perhaps rendered myfdf 
-V Hill more guilty tyacxreptfng the BiThopric 
:M of Paris. I am refoived to rcfign it ; but 
•* I would .make my recantation arid re- 
. *' fignation in a manner fo folernn, that there 
, ♦* fhould refult from them in favour of Re- 
.'* ligion, a benefit greater than the injury I 
V** may have done it, bythe' fcandal of my 
:** cgndudt.'' 1 ' . - 

The Marquis ^^iS/^'w/a'could-riot but be 
.>difkd.hy this jofolution, hut.h^ had jw qq- 
li^A ., - •. tion 
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tion how his concurrence could be of ufe in . 
the biifinefs. The Abbe Gobet foon folved 
the riddle, " Not to mention the danger of 

* being maflacred," continued hev *V to 

* which I cxpofe myfclf by fo ftriking; 

* a conduct, it is certain that I fhaUbe, 

* deprived of all kind of ftipeiid : the De- 

* ccce is pofitLve on that head, I have no 

* fortune, and I have been under th^ ne- 

* ceffity of contrading debts. .If I am 

* ruined and left a bankrupt for having 

* done my duty, my example will not have 

* niany followers. I wi(h therefore to 

* know. Sir, whether it would be agreea- 

* able to you or not to undertake to impart 

* my intentions to the Pope, and fdlicit for 

* me the afliftance of a hundred thoufand 

* crowns, which would be enough to pay 

* my debts, and fecure me a fubfiftence. — 

* This fum may appear to you a large one, 

* yet it is very moderate, if you confider, 
* , that the falvation of R.cligiQn ip France 

* may depend upon it.'' 

The Marquis de Spinola, who himfelf 
related this ' anecdote to me, feeing that the 
affair had nothing to do with the bufinefs 
of the Republic of Genoa, refufed pofitively 

E e 3 to 
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to interfefc in it, and heard no more of tb^ 
Abbi Gobet, v;hOy without having cither 
recanted or religned, periflied by the guil- 
lotine, when it came to the turn of the 
brigands of hie defcription. Ab una difct 
onvnis *• 

Cardinal de Lomenie being nominated hf 
the Elcdloral Affemblies to the BilhopricS 
of Touloufe and Sens, preferred the latter 
Sec. The Pope, to whom he had written 

* This Abb6 Gobety Biihop of Lydda^ previous to iho 
union of the Orders difplayed the greateft zeal for the 
rights and interells of the tlergy. It was then necef- 
fary for him to conciliate the favour of th6 majority of 
the Order> that he might not be excluded from the Af- 
{emblyi as being a Foreign Bifliop. His condu^ and 
his principles appeared fo pure to his colleagues, that 
they examined his powers very flightly, in order that 
they might not be under the neccffity of declaring then> 
null, which would have been the cotifequence of vseri- 
fylng them ftriflly. But after the union of \^e Otdtrt^ 
the ^^eafons for which the Abbe, Gobet's Deputation ,ba^ 
been confirmed by the Chamber of the Clergy, would 
have fufficed for its being pronounced ntiU, by the ma* 
jority of the National Aflembly, if he 6&d not feclircci 
%e prote^oh of the Fadlous, by promifiitg thtHi to 
change his principles and condu£t totally, atid to langQ 
himfelf in their party. He was very true to his promife, 
^hd was, in confequence, rewarded with the Biftopric 

to 
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to explain and jiiftify the motives which had 
determined him to take the oath, replied to 
hini by a brief, which was made public, 
ahd in which his Holmefs reprinianded him 
Jor haxjing had the weaknefs U utUr an 
outtoard oath, which his heart difclaimed^ 
The fear of feeniing toacquiefc? in this cen^ 
fure, if he made no anfwer to it, induced 
him to repel it in the moft open manner, 
and in confequence, he wrote another letter 
to the Pope, on the 26th of March, which 
he caufed to T>e infertcd in the public 
papers. It was conceived in thefe terms ; 

** Moft Holy Father, I requefted the 
Nuncio to lay before your Holinefs my firft 
reprefentations on the Brief you fent to me, 
and on the very public manner of it ; but I 
owe it to my honour to make a farther re«- 
ply, and I acquit myfelf of that duty, by 
reiigning to ypur Holinefs the dignity which 
you have had the goodnefs to confer upon 
me. No man of honour, unjuftly reviled, 
can bear to retain the bonds of gratitude, 

•* When your Holinefs deigned to admit 
me into the Sacred College, I did not, moft 
Holy Father, forefee, that to preferve that 

E e i^ honour, 
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honour, it would be neceflary to be falfe to 
the laws of my country, and to what I 
think I owe to the Sovereign authority. - 

** Driven to the alternative of, difregard*- 
ing that authority, or of renouncing the 
dignity of Cardinal, I do not hefitate a mo- 
ment, and I hope that your Holincfs will 
judge by this conduct better than by ufelefs 
explanations, that I am far above the prie- 
tended fubterfuge of an outward oath j that 
my heart never difclaimed what my lips 
pronounced ; and that if I had not been able 
to approve all the articles of the Civil Con-- 
ftitution of the Clergy, I was no lefs firmly 
refolved to fulfill the .engagement I had 
contra<Sled of being obedient to it, feeing 
nothing in what it ordered contrary to faith 
or repugnant to my confcience. 

** I ought, perhaps, moft Holy Father, to 
reply to the other cenfures contained in your 
Holinefs's Brief; for, although I am no 
longer a Cardinal, I am ftill, as a Bilhop, 
. bound to the Head of the Church, to the 
common Father of the Faithful, and as fuch 
I (hall ever be ready to render an account of 
my condudl to you j but . the delay of your 
anfwer, the expreffions in which it is con- 
ceived. 
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ceived, and above all, the ftrange abufe of 
confidence which your Minifter . has exer« 
cifed, impofe filence upon mc. 

** Let me be permitted only -to repeat to 
your Holinefs, that youar^ deceived refpe<5l:- 
ing the ftate of Religion in this Country ; 
that the modes of condefcenfion to which I 
endeavoured to lead you are impei-ioufly 
commanded? by circumftances ; that your 
long filence has perhaps brought afikirs to a 
crifis, and that the rigorous means on which 
you feem determined, can only procbce an 
efFedt contrary to your intentions. 

**^ I befeech your Holinefs to confidcr 
thefe laft obfervations as the trueft mark of 
the refped: and devotion with whichi 
^c. &c. 

V (Signed) Lomxnie.** 

The late Cardinal fent this letter to M. de 
Montmorin^ vrkh a requeft that he would 
lay it before the King^ and caufe it to be 
forwarded to Rome. To the letter he wrote 
to the Minifter, he added the paflage of his 
firft letter to the Pope, that had given room 
to the cenfure which his Holinefs had pafled 
upon him, and an extradt from the mandate 
he had publiflied at the time of taking the 
' ' oath. 
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daib. This poflagc^ xvhkh wat tranikted 
from tbc Latin, by this Bijkep of Sens him*» 
fcif, was as follows : ** Your Holintfs will 
^* caiily obferve^ that this oarh is not tn ap* 
•* probation* The National AflfcmWy itfelf 
^' does not require that approbation, which 
•• is due only to the Divine Laws* Your 
*^ Holinefs will alfo obferve, that this oath 

V doei not relate to the Decr^s, which, 
•* executed by the Government itfelf, re* 
*^ quire of us only refignation; but that its 
f* obje^ia nierely thofe points which I ftated 
♦• to you in my firft letter^ and whidi can* 
•• not be executed without our concurrence/* 
Tht extrft(^ froott the Mandate wits : '' If 
*^ Was in this view that we examined the 
♦* Decrees of the Civil Conftitution of the 
•• Clergy, not in tfaemfelves and their ten* 
•• dency (the acquiefcence of the heart is 
•• due only to the Divine LaW$), not thofe 
** which r^uirc a paffive obedi^ee (where 
*• the will is not exorcifcd there is neither 
** merit nor demerit) but thofe which we 

V are called upon to execute with all our 
** power." 

The intention of bringing thefe two paf- 
fages together, was to prove the conformity 
between them, and that in both, fubmiflion 

was 
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was diftitiguiflied from a|)probation : ♦* But," 
iiys he in bis lettfiir to M. di Mantntorin^ 
** Aibmiffion td a ConfHtution is not the 
• • Icfs finceire and true, b^caufe we do not 
** aj^rovc all the articles of it. I fvMsr t0 
*• fay trikute to Cmfar ^ but I do not fwear 
** that Caftxt. is right in demanding of me 
•* that which he exads." 

By this infolent Hep the Conftitutionai 
Biihop of Sens obtained for a while the pro- 
te(9:ion of the Jacobinfc, and the good graces 
of the Sans-'Cuhttes ; but it e:sa;dted the 
mor6. the indignation and coQtem|)t of all 
Xtvtn of honour *• 

During 

* CardioaWif Lominif ^nd the Abbe ie Jarenti, Bifliop 
of Orlefios, thq only Members of the old Clergy, who 
iwere vile enough to take the new oath, in order to pre- 
i*erve their places, both taiet the fate they but too well mt- 
rited. The Bifliop of Thiers and the Bifliop oiAutun alfo 
took the oath \ but at the time, the former was In a decided 
ftateof infjlnlty, and the latter could not be well acCiifed 
of committing the crime, for the purpofe of preferving 
his place, as he refigned It a few days after his apof- 
taty. Under the rdgn of Robefpkrrey the Cardinal de 
LominU was devoted to the guillotine, which he efcaped 
(mly by poifoning himfelf, as foon as the Commif- 
fiOneft i^ent to Sens to ftcure his perfon, and Carry him 
to Paris; had informed him of the purpofe for which 

they 
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^During the .King*s illnefs Mirabeauioc-^r 
qupicd hirrifelf^ entirely :in combining I and 
preparing ithc different meafbres that were 
neceflary to his plah, whether at Paris or in 
the Provirices. He went almbft every night 
to confijlt upon it vith M. de Montmoryn^' 
who ievery day augured more favourably of 
it. *' I doubt/' faid he one day to me, 
?. whether there ever eScifted fo vigorous an 
*.* iotelled: as Mirabeau^s. He is not only 

V not to be flopped by any difficulty, but 
*^' ; there, are very few; fp6m' which he does^^ 

V not fipd fotme means tb.extradl advantage*: 
** With fuch an inflrument we miy make: 
*' and .unmake Revolutions at pleafure/'— » 
He attended the AfTembly fufficiently regu- 
larly not to be fafped:ed of other occupations ; 
but he hardly took any part in the important 
bufinefs difcufled in that interval. That of 

they came. The day after their arrival whep they 
were to Xet out with him, Ke was. found ^ead 411 his 
bed, ' • , " . / .'—.".- 

' . The Bi/hop of^Orl^an^j a man of no charafter^ vir- 
tue,' or talqnts of any kind, efcaped death only by his 
difgufting ijifigaificancy. . His life was fpared, becaufe 
he was. not found worth the^ troublq of guillptiniBg, 
Reduced, at preient, toth^lpwe^l ftate of n^ifery, his 
t;nrpitude difgra'ces the. very rags that cover him. . 

the 
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-tbc Clermontoisy the debate upon whii:ix. dc* 
cupied fcveral Sittings, v/as determined \Vith* 
cmt his fpeaking once. He kft to' the^ Abb6 
Mamryimd M. de Clefrthont Lodew ;th^ 
care of pleading the caufe of the holife of 
Conic I and it was defended by bbth, each 
4n his own ftyle, with arguments and proofj 
-W hich the , Aflembly would have found irre^ 
fiftible, if they had been inclined to be juft/ 
Jbut their firft and coriftant inclination was to 
plunder. Th^y declared therefore^ that the 
grant of the Qler2nontois^vt;iS^^ to the great 
Condc, AJX the mpmh of December 1^48, a? 
a recpmpeact for the moll important fervicea, 
(hould be revoked, as well aj: \dll Br/efs.;.of 
the Crown, Decrees of G)ur\cil^r $k^A& 
iDeclarations, and Letters Patcar, confirpij- 
• irig, enlarging, or warranting the faidt^r^t;. 
They alfo declared the exchange made, be- 
tween thp King and the Prince dt Condi j , ofi 
.the i5th/of February 1784, of all the eftat^ep 
and rights of the Clermontois.'for an annuity 
of 600fOOO livres, null and void,: an4 only 

left the Prince, in confideration of the ferr 

» > 

vices of the great Cande\ the fum of {tvcn 
^Ojilhons fiv?. hundred thoufand livreS| ;\yhich 
-had been paid ta him as a balance or fuf^li|s 

of 
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of tht change, at the e:Xccuti6a of th& cjbsi^ 
trad:. 

^ In the long suid many debates which axx3£f 
on the plan for a law relative to the regeac^^ 
Mirah€au fpoke once for its adjoummeat> 
and another time to propofe to the Affendbljr 
to difcufs, previous to ail the articles pro- 
lented by the Committee, the queftion whe- 
ther the regency fhould be ete<flive or not ; 
but he only fpoke with the degree of car- 
neftncfs which he thought heceffary to pre- 
vent the coftje<3:ures which his indifferenoe 
tipon fo important a law could not fail to 
liave created. At this period heatfoi^eada 
long meinotial on the mines. This work, 
«» well as many others, which he read to 
the Aflembly, or which he published under 
his name, were his only by adoption. Al- 
moft trhe whole of this had been written by 
Ws' friend the Marquis de LucheU Mira^ 
4^^iltliad only feafoned it with a feW phrafes 
togive it his feal. 

After a difcuflion extended to feveral Si^ 
tings, the Affembly decreed, that the re-- 
gency fhould appertain of full right, during 
the minority of the King, to- his neareft re- 
lation of age, according ft> the order of fuc- 

ceflion 



ceffion to the Throne, provided he were k 
Frenchinan, bom and refident in Franofi^ 
and had taken the civic dath ; that in cafe the 
King Under age, (hould have no relation (b 
qualified, the regent (hould be eleded*; 
that females (hould be excluded from the 
regency ; that the King (hould be of age at 
eighteen years j flind that from the day he 
was of age, the>regencyihould cea(e as of 
courfe. 

It was then decreed, that the care of the 
perfon of a King under age, (hould be con- 
fided to his mother ; that, in cafe he had no 
mother, or if (he were married again, at the 
acceflion of her fon to the Throne, or if 
-ftie married again, during his minority, the 
care of the King (hould be given to a per- 
fon eledked by the Legiflative Body. AU 
thefe arrangements were adopted without 
.oppo(ition ; but that was not the cafe with 
thofe relative to the rc(idencc of the Public 
Fundlionaries, the debate upon which had 
been adjourned on Mirabeau's motion, till 
the law refpefting the regency (hould have 
pa(red. The members of the Cote-Droit 

* The confidcration of the mode of elcilion was ad- 
journed. It was only deterrntncd^hat it fliouldnotbc 
df leg^od to the legiflaturc. 

unanimoufly 
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WKmimoufly cenfured- th? ^Cpftimittee.i f^ 
perfifthig to^ive the King the, appeilajtjon of 
Public FunElionaryj, _in fpit? ,of ' jfed fc^ndaji 
which thofe indecent expreflions had ca^fed 
at the firft ;reading of the plart .for a 
Decree. , 

** The Comnaittee," hxA M.'deCazaleSy 

/• ought to know, that a Nfition honours 

/* itfelf by honouring its Chief. They 

** ought to think of the example fet us 

** hy England ; that Nation is free under 

.** a King the moft refpeded. They pught, 

*' above dl, to take care not Jft produce 

** again the articles in which it is faid, that 

** if the King left the Kingdom j, and did 

*** not J upon being called upon, by a FrPr 

*' clamation of the Legijlative Bgdy;ret^rn^ 

*^ to France^ hejhould be judged tQ . have 

*' abdicated the Throne. If there. are fcafes 

** in which the King is amenable, there are 

** cafes in which the Executive Power is 

'* dependant; now, if it is dependant, it 

** is under fubjedlion; and, if under fuh^ 

. ** je(5tion, adieu to all Government, to, all 

sV* the happinefs of the Nation !. It is not of 

♦* you, of your modern Conftitution,. that 

** ^the Rojral: Family hold the right of fuc- 

•* ceffion to the.Crown. They hold it from 

•* the 
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the voice of the French People, for 
eight hundred years paft : from the Voice 
of this Nation, who fpoke loudly in our 
own days, when they ordered you to aic^ 
knowledge this principle, under pain of 
difloyalty to the King and to the Nation^ 
If the inheritance of the Monzvdh to the 
Throne is independant of your power^ 
you have no right to impofe conditions 
upon him. As for me, I am not afraid 
to fay, that to debate on this fubjedl 
would be treafon. If the Aflembly, in 
an intoxication of power, by whicb they 
have often been mifled, (hould proceed to 
difcufs this queftion, I declare that I will 
take no part in their deliberation. I fwear 
to difobcy them ; I fwear to remain con- 
ftantly loyal to the blood of St. Louis 
and of Henry IV. ; I fwear, let your De- 
crees, let events be what they may^ I will 
never ceafe to defend the blood of my 
lawful Sovereigns.'* At thefe words, the 
members of the Cote-Droit^ ftanding, and 
holding up their hands, cried — Wc all 
fwear it I 

Petion was the firft champion of the 

Cote-Gauche^ who entered the lifts againft 

M. de Cazales. *• Can we/* faid he, •* fuf- 

VoL. III. F f fcr 
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•' fer the Natioi) to be thus degraded — ^thus 
•• vilified ? Free citizens are fubjc^ls only 
** of the Law, In a body they are not fub* 
•• je6ls of a King : in a body they are So- 
•* vereigns. I fliall put a very plain quef- 
** tion, and I beg it may be anfwcred : Sup- 
•• pofe the King to enter the Kingdom at 
•* the head of a Foreign army, to fubdue the 
** Nation, would not the King, in that cafe 
** be punifhable?" — ** No! no! replied all 
the Cote-Droit. '* If fo,*' cried the Abbe 
Maury, ** Henry IV. ought to have been 
hanged'' Petion ftammered out a few words 
more in fupport of his propofition, when 
Alexander de Lameth, fearing the confe- 
quences of fo unequal a conteft, rofe, and 
maintained boldly, in the name of the Con- 
ftituiion and of the Sovereignty of the Na- 
tion, that to advance or admit the theory of 
M. de CazaleSi vras to betray both. *• As 
** it has been decreed,** added he, ** that 
** the Sovereignty refides in the Nation ^ 
— *' It is not true,^* <Ticd the Abb6 Mmiry 
— ** it is very aftoni(hii>g,** proceeded Lamethy 
*• ,that men ftill talk of loyal fubjeds, as if 
** it were pbffibie not to be loyal to the So- 
** vereignty. We will be faithful to the 
*' law; we have fworo it, and thofe Gen- 
2 *^ tlcmen 



•f ^Iftt^ep J^ve fwom it tpo. It is faid that 
•* ll^e plap of the Cominittee infringes on 
** the perfpnal inviolability of jthe King ; but 
*** jt is in fulfilling his fun(9:ion$, that thp 
>•• Ki;ig is ipyiol^ible.** Thefe words pro- 
,49c,ed a violent agjtatiqp, which the Cotc^ 
/ratfjcAf accompanied with fome applaufes. 
•* Tq wh^t ^ pitch/* refumed the fpeaker, 
•'* wiljinen dare to carry. their mockery of 
'** ijs an^ of the Nation, by pretending that 
** the Kipg contra(3:s no pbligation ? We are 
^* faithful to the King, but to the King of 
>* *he Cpnftitution. We are above all, faith- 
** ful to the Sovereign Nation/* — ^^ Mr. 
** Prefident/' cried M. ZJ^r^Wm/, **pray 
/* call tl?efe blafphemers to order.'* — 
•* How," proceeded Alexander^ Lameth^ 
.*' iCjn any one pretend to tell us that the 
'•* Nfition, \yho have a right to change their 
^* Qovemment, have no right to depofe a 
** .King, who abandons his fundlions ?*' — 
Xhe agitation increafed, and feveral voices 
eaUed the fpeaker to order. He faid a fe\y 
words mpre, and concluded with^noying, 
^ha,t the Affembly, without paying attention 
-fo the propofitions of M. dc Cazales or 
M* Defptcmcnih ihould proceed to the dif- 
F f 2 cuffion 
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cuflion of the articles of the plan for a De- 
cree. M. de CazaUs demanded to be heard^ 
and began to fpeak ; but the Cote-Gauche^ 
thinking themfelves not ftrong enough at 
that time to fecure fuccefs to the plan of the 
Committee, rofe in a mafs, calling loudly for 
the order of the day. The Prefident put this 
motion to the vote, notwithftanding the re- 
monftrances of the Cote-Droit. The ma- 
jority, doubtful at the firft attempt made in 
favour of the order of the day, now declared 
for it, which the Affembly adopted, and im- 
mediately broke up the Sitting, although it 
was but two o*clock. 

MirabeaUf who had been for fome time 
fubjedl to violent attacks of the cholic, was 
not at the Affembly on that day. He at- 
tended the day following, for the laft time ; 
but the debate relative to the refidence of the 
Public Funftionaries, was carefully avoided 
in his prefence. The manner in which 
he had argued, at the time of the Com- 
mittee's firft report, had alarmed the Fa6ti6us 
of the Cote-Gauchej without fully gaining 
the confidence of the Cote -Droit; fo that 
both, equally fearing to have him as an ad- 
verfary in the debate, concurred, without 

iindcr-^ 
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u^defftanding each other, in dcfiring that it 
fliould not be renewed at this Sitting, which 
was chiefly occupied in deliberating on the 
plan for a Decree which Mirabeau had pro-t 
ppfed relative to the mines and ores, and of 
which all the articles were adopted, with 
fome flight amendments. 

The debate on the refidence of the Pub-- 
Jic Functionaries, was refunded in the next 
Sitting. The reporter, {Thouret) had had 
time to prepare an anfwer to M. de Cazales^s 
obje(ftions. He contended againft them in 
a long fpeech, on which the members of the 
Cote -Gauche laviflied their applaufes. He. 
omitted no cafe in which the King could be 
held guilty againft the Nation, and main- 
tained that their poflibility was fufficient tp 
make it the duty of the Aflembly to provide 
againft them. M.de Cazalis reiplicd, '' I 
ihall not examine,** faid he, ** whether, by. 
diving, with a criminal fedulity, into fuch 
pofitionSj a lawful cafe may of may pot be 
found, in which the Nation may depofp 
their rightful Sovereign. That queftion was 
wrapped in a facred veil ; and they are cul- 
pable, who have dared to rend that veil. It 
is proved, that it is not neceflary to have a 
F f 3 law 
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law to detertnine the abdication of the 
Thrdne. In circumftances like fliofe, which 
ihc laft fpcaker has dared to fotefefe, the fil- 
p'rcme will of the Nation would defcide rftbre 
fiirfely thai! the la\^. This fbfefight ii k f^i 
fcies of crime. Niy, if the o\yje€t of all 
Government be to irifure the tranquillity and 
happincfs of the People, how can it be 
otherwife than criminal to difcufs thefe (Jucf- 
tions, which tfeach the People to defpifc the 
fupreme authority; and point but the c*- 
d6t fcafes in which they are io difobey iheif 
Sbverfeign ? It is to thefe i-aih fpeculatiohs — 
ii is to the hiaxims too often fiipported ih 
this Aflembly, that you owe the difpbfitibh 
to rebellioni the inarchy to which the King- 
dom is given up, and d part of the crittles 
t^hich have difgraced the Rerolutiori. Yoli 
are gathering ihe fruits, the Vfer^ bfttfer 
fruits of fo indifcttet a condtitSt. Whfere 
is the Judge to be found betx^eett the Nk- 
Hohal Ailferhbly and the l^ihg, ih ill tHe 
fcafes you have pointed but ? Wfll the iSJi- 
tiohal Aflembly prOndilncfe the jiidgnifeiit? 
Then ^vould the Executive i^w^r be triHd 
hy the Legiflativfe iSddy. This ^biild fee IHe 
jgreateft ericrbachmferit bn the fcbnftitutibtt. 

the 
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themoft inconfiftent with the diftindllon of the 
powers* Once render the Executive Power 
dependant, and you annihilate Liberty, It 
is every where the fate of the People not to 
be able to exercife their power. Compelled 
to delegate it, it was neceflary that they^ 
(hould balance the powers confided by them. 
By thofe powers they reign, they judge, and 
are Sovereign; but if one of the powers 
they delegate be annihilated, the People are 
flavcs— they are no more any thing. Thus 
every time you give one of the powers the 
afcendancy over the other, you are traitors 
to that People, of whom fo much is faid, 
and whom then you enflave, &c. &c.*' 

The reporter repeated, in different words, 
the anfwers he had already made and 
perfifted in maintaining the Committee*? 
plan for a Decree, to which, however, he 
propofed a modification tending to convoke 
a National Convention in the cafe of the 
Kitig,.abfent from the Kingdom, refufing 
to i^tum, after a proclamaticm by the Le« 
giflativc Body, and to inveft that Conveili. 
tion with the right of deciding, whether the 
King could be confidered or not, as having 
abdicated the Throne by his abfcnce. 

Ff4 M.Def. 
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M. Defprcmenil prcfented another pkn 
for a Decree, by which it fliould be declared, 
^* that the facred perfon of the King was ex- 
empt from all jurifdidtion, in every cafe, and 
at all times, without exception; that no power, 
were it even ftrengthened by the will of the * 
King himfelf, could declare him amenable i 
that every pofition which fhould tend to in- 
fli(Sk the flighteft penalty on the Royal Head, 
could proceed only from the mouth of a 
mad-man or a rebel, ^c. &c.** He was in- 
terrupted at every fentence, fometime? by 
burfts of laughter, fometimes by cries of—-* 
•• to Charenton* with him, to the Com^ 
•* mittee of Lunatics 1 '* The Affembly 
put an end to thefe witticifms by doling the 
debate. Many of the members of tht Cotc-^ 
Droits forefeeing the iffue, determined not 
to take any part in it. Several of them left 
the Hall. The articles of the plan for a 
Decree propofed by the Commmitee which 
related to the King, was then put to th? 
vote, and adopted. The modification pro- 
pofed by the reporter was rejeded, and it 
was only decreed, on thaf head, that the 

f Where there was an hofpital for piad people, 

mode 
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mode of execution fhould l^e referred to the 
Committee. 

At the time that the Factious gained this 
vi(5tory in the Affembly, there was another 
preparing much more important to them.—* 
Mirabeau was feized with a violent fpafm 
jn his ftomach and breall, and lay in the 
greatefl danger. The medicines he took 
produced at firft fuch efFedls as to leave 
fome hopes ; but they were of fhort dura^ 
tion. On the third day the diforder affumed 
the moil unfavourable fymptoms, and in 
'.the morning of the lixth, Mirabeau was 
po more. Several of his beft friends, among 
whom was the Bifhop of Autun^ (laid with 
him during the whole of his illnefs. In 
the moments of intermiflion from pain, he 
fpoke to them with his ufual acutenefs and 
energy, upon the important objefts that oc- 
cupied his mind. A few minutes before his 
death be faid, ** My friends, it is not for 
** me^ou have to weep, but for the Mo- 
** narcky, which defcends, with me to the 
•* grave.'* — His words were but too true. 
His death had at Paris the efFeft of a great 
public calamity. Dejedled countenances 
were feen in every quarter. The tradefman, 
fhe piechanic, the labourer, all grieved for 

him 
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him as feverely as a good foil mourns a good 
father. They were feen in the ftreets itldif^p 
criminately accofting each other, though un- 
acquainted, to unite their forrows for the 
death of Mirabeau^ as if they had all betri 
of his family. Nor did the Aflembly fliow 
lefs grief, of which they inferted teflimoniei 
on their Journals, and decreed that they 
(hould in a Body attend his funeral. He 
was buried on the 4th of April. Never was 
there a more magnificient or noble funeral. 
The train began to be formed at five o'clock 
in the afternoon. The proceffion was Open- 
ed by a detachment of Parifian National 
Cavajry. This detachment was followed 
by a body of Miners and Cannoniers, a dc-# 
putation of the Invalids, and a deputatidn of 
the fixty battalions of the Parifian National 
Guard, marching fixleen deep, preceded by 
the Staff-Officers, at the head of whom wa4 
M. de la Fayette. The Cent-Suiffes of the 
King's Guards, and the Guards of the 
Prevote de VHotei came next, and was foU 
lowed by tht band of mufic belonging to the 
National Guard, with funeral inftrUments 
and drums drefled in black ctape. A great 
number of the Clergy preceded the body. 
The coffin was to have been carried in a 

hearfc. 
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hearfe, tut the battalion of the fedion of 
iit Gramgt'bateliere, of ^vhich Mirabeau 
had befen Gommanderi dcfired to carry it. 
If was alternately borne by fixtecn foldicrs, 
who were eficdmt)a(rfed by a great many of 
the National Guards with their arms reverfed. 
Thb Colours of the battalion were raifed on 
the coffin, oh which was alfo a civic crown. 
The National Affembly went next, efcorted 
By the baitalion of the Veterans and by that 
df the Cadfets. The Eleftors, the Deputies 
of the foirty-eight Seftions, the Department, 
the Municipality, the Judges of the Courts 
df Paris, the Municipal Officers of the neigh- - 
bdiiring toWns, the King's Miniflers, the 
Society of the t'riends of the Conftitution 
{ihi Jd'cobins\ the Club of 1789, the Fra- 
terhal Societies, and dl the Patriotic Clubs of 
ttte Capital cartife after the Affembly. The 
^ro'cfeffioh was clofed by a confiderable de- 
tkchmeht of infailtry and cavalry. This im- 
ttVdhfc tt^iti proceeded with the greateft order 
thrbugh a lane of double ranks of the Na- 
tional Guards, and ah innumerable crowd of 
citizens of ali agfes and fexes, who preferved 
a dead filehce, except that hdW and then it 
Was btoken by fome accents of forrow. 
After a march of three hours th* pfocieffion 

arrived 
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arrived at the Church of St. Eujlache, 
which was entirely hung with Wack, and 
where the Abbe Cerutti, formerly a Jefuit, 
delivered a funeral and pathetic, eulogium 
upon MirabeaUf confidered as a Politician 
and a Legiflator. 

The general anxiety to pay him every 
poflible honour, fuggefted to the Dire(5lory 
of the Department the idea, a very cxtraor* 
dinary one furely, of converting the new 
church of St. Genevieve into a Pantheon, 
appropriated to receiving the aihes of fuch 
great men as the Reprcfentatives of the Na- 
tion (hould judge worthy of that honour. 
They prefented a petition to this effecSl to the 
Aflembly, and propofed to them to grant this 
reward to the iignal fervices which Mirabeau 
had rendered the Country. This petition, 
which was received with rapture, was re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Conftitution, 
and paffed into a Decree the next morning, 
the day on which Mirabeau was buried. 
The Aflembly ordered that his body (hould 
be laid by the afhes of Def cartes^ in the 
vault of the old, church of St. Genevieve^ 
until the new one was ready to receive it. 
In the meantime it was decreed, that the 
Directors of the Department fhould fee that 

this 
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this edifice be fpeedily made ready for its 
new deftination^ and the following infcrip- 
tion engraved above the pediment : 

Aux Grands HoMMEs 

La PaTRIE RECOjfNOISSANTE*. 

In obedience to this Decree the; body of 
Mirabeau was removed to the old church of 
St. Genevieve as foon as the Abb6 Cerutti 
had finiftied his difcouxfe, and was accom- 
panied thither by the fame train that had 
attended it to St. Eujiache. The proceffion 
was condu€ted in the fame order as before ; 
and it was one in the morning before the 
ceremony was over. The public places were 
Ihut up, as they had been on the day of his 
death. The Direftors of the Department of 
Paris, the Municipality, and club of Jaco- 
bins, entered into a refolution of wearing 
mourning for feveral days, and their exam- 
ple was followed by fome other departments. 

The debate on the diftribution of fuccef- 
lions in a diredl line was to take place on the 
very day that Mirabeau died, and one of the 
laft things he regretted was, that he Ihould 

• To Great Men, dedicated by a grateful Country. 

not 
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not be able to go that clay t^ tht Aj^&x}!^ly. to 
r^ad a difcourfc whiqb he had prppajcei uppp. 
the occafion. As he ^yps eiKpiri^g^ l^e put it 
into the hands of the Bifliop of Autun, and 
begged him to read it in his name, lybich the 
Biftiop did that very day in the ^yening- 
Sitting, ^* The author of this writing/* 
laid be, '^ is no piore ; I brin^ you Jii?* lalt 
•* work. We may coniider it a^ ja ^jreci^us 
•* refcucd relic of tlie immenfe prjcy which 
•* Death has feized. M. Mirio^iay, i? ^trtbis 
•* inllant jftiJl a public man. By ^tt^piding 
** to this difcourfc you >yill in a manne;' xc^- 
•• ceive his kft iigh." The r^dii)|g pf it 
was liftened to with ^ religions filenqe, yet 
often interrupted by applaufe^ The AiTem- 
bly ordered it to ^>e printed, arid acjjonmcd 
the debate, 

Mirabeau poflefled fo robuft a conilita- 
tion, fuch extraordinary ftrength, th^ it w^ 
very generally fufpedled that he^ had be;en 
poifoned. But he was opened, in prefenec 
of feveral of the faculty, by his own phy- 
fician, who was aflfedtionately attached to 
him, and not the lligliteft appearaqce of 
poifon was perceived. For near a month 
before, his health, which he never took care 
of, had been 'much impaired, by frequent 

attacks 
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attacks of the colic, and the diforder that 
proved fatal was the siatural and immediate 
confequence of a debauch which he had car^ 
ried to the greateft excefs. 

Thus died this man, who was poflefled of 
qualities doubtlefs very rare, but the mart: 
fatal when not the moft valuable. He had 
fufficient energy, fufficient ambition, and 
more talents than neceffary to fill the higheft 
offices with great eminence ; in a word, to be a 
Great Man, if the violence of his paffions 
and his love of money had not always render- 
ed him a contemptible one, and often a rafcal. 
It would be very difficult to feled: a fingle 
period of his life free from errors or crimes. 
If he had not died fo foon, he might, by 
important fervices, have repaired a part of 
the mifchief he had done ; he might perhaps 
have faved the Monarchy : but Providence, 
who fometimes fufFers the wicked to tri- 
umph and to opprefs virtue, very rarely per* 
mits the ignominious path of wickednefs to 
lead to that of real glory. The extraordi- 
nary honours decreed to Mirabeau by the 
AfTembly and the Capital, were but of fliort 
duration, for they were granted for criminal 
fervices, for a conduct much lefs defer v- 
ing praife than contempt and punifhment. 

Had 
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Had they been the reward of the. intentions 
and of the plan which had occupied his 
mind for the laft three months of his life, 
they would have been immortal; becaufe 
they would liave been the homage and the 
recompence of virtue. 
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